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._)-
Whv a protest at G.H� Our sunny, and exoensive, laun-

( (f ·_ /ching oad for to rrow' s YlJPPIT is bein� encroached uno f 1'[;) hv strange rumblin�s and dark words about South Africa. 
'\ 'Z G.W. has taken a big bite on that far-off bullet, and 

several sides of the issue of anartheid a�e being chew­
ed over right here. 

Did you know that G.W. invests half its endowment in 
a 200 university consortium known as the Common Fund? 
C.F. runs high return oortfolios for these schools; and
high returns is what makes South Africa an attractive 
C.F. investment. D.C. delegate Walter Fauntoroy called

. South Africa: "the cheaoest labor market in the world." 
The reason, of course, is apartheid; the white minoritv 
system of sep3rating and controlling the eountrv 1 Rlack 
majoritv. The C.F. is the maior C,.W.-South Africa conn­
ection; G.�.'s invesoneut in Continental Illinois Bank
makes for a tasty sidedish. r�nt. Illinois, also a major 
S. African investor, almost went down under several vea­
rs ago. Even with this recent collapse, Continental sti­
ll held$ 700,000 of G.W. 's money in 1984. 

On Friday, Sent. 20, a ray of possible change broke 
throug'Yt. Presldent Llovd Elliot and V .P. Charles Diehl 
sat down, for the first time, witb members of G.W. 
Voices for a Free South Africa. Voices is a coalition of
A. If. student grouos, cler� and facultv, working to 
open discussion on Souch Africa and affect chang_e in 
G.W.'s investment nolicv. Last sprin� the universitv
refused any meetings with Voices. Once a ca:mnus rallv
was organized, however Voices was invited to air their 
views w"th an official oft.he treasurer's office. A nro­
mise was made to studv invescment alt�rnatives over the 
summer. �ome ake the opinion that the universitv honed 
the issue vou d die out as months streched over a dor­
mant campus. They were mistaken for VoirP� returned 
with a full agenda be inning lat Thursdav, with a rallv 
at the S. African F.mbas v, and inten ifyin� in the ll'eeks 
ahead. Again (coincidentially?) G.W. responded tbis 
ti.me with its top offic·als. 

' 

Rabbi Gerry Serotta. a co-founder of Voices, said of 
the meeting:" I'm p1:etty encouraged, my distinct feeling 
is that the President (Elliot not Reagan) has an open 
mind. . . and is strongly opposed to apartheid. . . He's just 
looking for a way for the university to do something 
about it." 

Voices' IDembers came away from the meeting agreeing 
that Elliot has not really made up his mind on the issue. 
He has aireed thou.2h to send University V. P. Diehl to 
the C.F. in order to pursue the possibilities of a 
S. Africa-free portfolio. Elliot has aknowledged that the
Sullivan Princioles, a criterion for fair investment in 
S. Af1:ica that the C.F. claims to follow, are now being
seriously questioned. Finally, they have agreed to con­
tinue this type of meetings with the campus community. 
These are solid steps for a university whi�h has treated 
its critics with a certain Nixonian disdain. Thev still
refuse to release any C.r. reoorts,(which would show 
directlv the S. African connection) but hooefullv this 
secrecy is becoming a thing of the past. 

The nace of that change is now at the center of the 
debate. ""We're trving everv avenue of commuo·cation with
the University. we want to talk," said Suzie Lazaroff,
of the 'P.S .. "But thev don't seem to rec._ognize the 
immediacv of the situation: that people are·dving over 
there. If they keeo del.aving, we'll move on to more 
confrontational methods." 

The stage i set For an almost infinite variet of 
oossibilities. The Reverend Jesse Jackson comt!.s to G. W. 
on fridav. and on the same day ('. W. students will march 
�ith others from he Dept. of Labor to the Ellipse, pro­
testing auartheid and U.S. policy towards S. Afri a. 
October 11 ls ational Anti-Apar�heid D<y, and actions 
will be held on the G.W. campus. To sweeten the. pie the 
r.. ·. Board of Trustees meets in October. r..�. Voices 
wants to be on their agenda. 

eanwhile in S. Africa ove seven hundred Blacks have
died this year, the Bishop Desmond Tutu has been 
radicalized, the government makes gesture that the
neople discard as empt , and more of the same. There 
the battle lines are drawn. eed they bC? here too? 




