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When F.W. De Klerk unbanned political organizations in February, he 
promised then and in subsequent agreements with the ANC to release all 
political prisoners, and allow opposition groups to organize in a new 
more tolerant South Africa. None of this has happened. In the case of 
political prisoners not only has the government failed to release even 
a substantial number of these prisoners,as it promised, it continues 
to jail more anti-apartheid activists.Less then 200 political prison­
ers have been released out of a population of 3,000. 

There have been at least 500 political trials in the last five 
years in South Africa, involving roughly 5, 000 people. As yet another 
instrument of repression, drawn-out and expensive trials serve the 
government's effort to remove opponents of the regime from the commu­
nity and prevent them from engaging in political activity. 

In 1990 alone 570 trials were completed involving 2,875 people. As we 
go to print there are a further 275 trials in process in which 2, 201 
people stand accused. Conditions for defendants remain harsh and 
indicative of the fact that apartheid "justice" remains in force. In 
one case, the Yengeni trial, bail for the initial 14 defendants ranged 
between $1,000-2,000 (the average income for Black South Africans in 
1989 was $190 per month) It was not until November, nearly 30 months 
after the trial started that all the defendants finally received 
bail, the last two at the astounding amount of $16,000 each, and with 
severe restrictions imposed upon them after their release. 

On February 2, internal and international pressure forced the South 
African government to release Nelson Mandela from prison, he left 
behind thousands of others who have also committed their lives to the 
task of ending apartheid. Until the De Klerk government is exposed and 
put under pr.e ssure it wi 11 continue to undermine and ignore its prom­
ises and agreements. These prisoners will remain ignored in jail and 
the nation will quietly become a nation of invisible prisoners. 

TlldenJ. LeMelle 
Cll&irman 

The Africa Fund, 198 Broadway,NewYork,N.Y.10038 ( 212 ) 962-1210 

J en.nller Davis 
Executive Dtreccor 
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