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DETAINED TO DEATH:
APARTHEID'S PRISONS WITHOUT WALLS

June 6th 1989, the third anniversary of the imposition of the State of
Emergency has come and gone in South Africa and despite claims of change in the
air in Pretoria, apartheid continues to thrive as the emergency begins its
fourth year. Despite the success of the detainee "Hunger Strike" campaign which
resulted in the release of over 700 detainees, the practice of detention without
trial has not stopped. Opponents of apartheid are still being arrested, held,
without charge or trial for indefinite periods of time and, with access to their
families or lawyers denied.

The "released" detainees come home to continue their incarceration in
the form of restrictions limiting who and how many people they may meet, where
they may go and when and, what they can say. Over 80% of the released detainees
have been placed under virtual house arrest as a result of severe restrictions.
In addition, such activists have become vulnerable to right-wing vigilante
attacks, by having their movements made predictable. Christy Ntuli was hacked to
death on his way to report to the police station which he was required to do.

Detentions continue and the different groups in the mass democratic movement
remain the government's prime focus of attack. Within South Africa's jails many
of the people detained in 1986 and before are still being held without charge or
trial untouched by the random releases won by the hunger strikers. And then
there are the many convicted political prisoners whose only true crime was
opposing apartheid.Among them is 79 year old Oscar Mpetha, a labor leader who
was taken to jail in a wheelchair in 1980 and despite suffering from kidney
failure, and diabetes which caused him to lose one leg, was denied permission to
bury his wife in 1986 and his son in April of this year.

We urge you to join us in demanding the immediate and unconditional release
of Oscar Mpetha and all other political prisoners and detainees being held both
in prison and in their own homes. We must maintain pressure on Pretoria and
remind them that the United States has not forgotten South Africa's detainees.
Write letters to your local newspapers, alert them to this appeal

Send letter of support to Oscar Mpetha at M.1299, Nyanga, Capetown 7755,
South Africa.

Send protests to:

Adriaan Vlok P.W. Botha

Minister of Law and QOrder State Presidents 0Office
Private Bag x256, Private Bag x213
Capetown 8000, Pretoria, 0001

South Africa South Africa

The Africa Fund, 198 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10038 (212)962-1210
Tilden J. LeMelle Jennifer Davis

Chairman Executve Direccor
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Oscar Mpetha will turn 80 on August 5th. He is currently serving a five year
jail sentence, despite the fact that he is a diabetic, suffers from kidney
failure and has had one leg amputated. Oscar's only crime was organizing unions
and opposing apartheid. Efforts to have Oscar released, even on humanitarian
grounds have had no results, and there is a growing fear that he might spend his
last years in jail.

In the United Kingdom a large group of organizations including many major
labor unions have launched the JOINT CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE REPRESSION OF TRADE
UNICNISTS IN SOUTH AFRICA AND NAMIBIA and plan a campaign in support of
Mpetha and calling for his immediate release. Letters of support and of protest
are being encouraged.

The apartheid regime must be made aware that the United States has not
forgotten Oscar Mpetha, nor any of the other political prisoners and detainees
being held in South Africa's jails.

The Africa Fund, 198 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10038 (212)962-1210
Tilden J. LeMelle Jennifer Davis

Chairman Executive Director
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FREE OSCAR MPETHA!

éscar refused permission to bury his son.

The unjust treatment of South African trade union
veteran Oscar Mpetha by the apartheid regime appears
€0 have no limits. Oscar's eldest son Karl was
unfortanately killed in a trafflc accident. He was
burz.ca on Saturday, 8th April.

Buring the week prior to the funeral, international
pressure grew on the regime to allow Oscar to bury his
$oa. On another ©ccasion, Oscar had been refused
permission to attend his wife's funeral. Appeals were
made by the British Government, the Trades Union
gongress, the Commonwealth TUC and a large number of
dational trade unions affiliated to the AAM to allow
@scar to be released this time.

However, cespite being. aged seventy-nine, suffering
from diabetes and having lost a leg through a gangrene
¥nisction, Oscar was considered too much of z threat
%0 ihe Soutk African regime to be allowed out of
grison. The British Government's silence on this
nhumzn act was deafenring. Joint Campaign convenox
@olin Adkins said : "Mrs Thatcher's ‘sea change' in
South Africa has had no benefits for this political
Brisoner. We are. guing to step up the campzign to
force she regime‘s hand".

'lf-.he Joint Campaign is asking campaign supporters to:

L- Distribute and disseminate the campaign mater.xal to
gven greater numbers of British people.

Z. write letters highlighting Oscar s case to national
3nd local newspapers.

3. Prottest to the South African regime. Write to Mr
Zdriaan Vliok, Minister of Law and Order, Private Bag
%2256, Capetown 88600, South Africa. )

4. Call on the Poreign Secretary to condemn this
imhuman act. Write to the The Right Honourable Sir
Geoffrey Howe MP, Poreign and Commonwealth Office,
#ing Charles St, Londoa, SWl.

$. Send messages of support to Oscar. Write to M.1299,
MNyanga, Cape .Town, 7755, South Africa.

The Joint Campaign is planning to place solidarity
aiverts in national newspapers to coincide with
Xsczr s 80th birthday (Sth August).
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B Further to my letter of the 10th July, I enclose some

: campaign leaflets promoting activity in this country

iaround the 80th birthday of imprisoned trade union

iyveteran Oscar Mpetha. I hope that your organisation

will be able to mount protests in your country.

"

Ez %Oscaﬂfs son, Themba Mpetha, is also available to speak

xin vour country on the need &0 gtep up campaigning for

ithe immediate and unconditional release for his

ifather.

:¥ours sincerely,
T Y

:(’;3
AT

iColin adkins,

iv iTrade Union Secretary.

isad By ReA N EEADGrthell Metentent Trarde Untin Commities and SATIS (Southern Africa the imprisoned Socrety)
FORYSE (et 1. 48~ i,



' JOINT CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE REPRESSION OF

TRADEUNIONISTS IN SOUTH AFRICA AND NAMIBIA

Supjprrting
tnions Jomt Campagn Briefing No 2
“rjl’_' OSCAR MPETHA — THE FATHER OF THE NATION
s AND TRADE UNIONISM
;‘;’:: Ostar Mafékafaka Mpetha was horn in the Transkei at Thinana in the Mouth Fletcher
m:,\'\x‘l astrict 6ni5 August 1909. He was the second of six children,
BIFL 1-3&{5925 Cear was interpreting at meetings and doing clerical work for the Industrial
COlist: and Commercial Unian.
:_':A Ostar' Wpetha first cama into cortsct with political organisations in 1937 while
B wakmg i Groote:Schuur. This organisation took the form of a Night School Move-
At mqnt It was at this stage that he met Bil! Endrews, a trade unionist, He was impressed
. by'EBxH Ertltews’s non-racialism and commitment to workers. At this time Oscar also
Hva had ‘contact with the Mational Liberation League and was attempting to organise
IRSE hogaital workers.
MSF Asfer quslifying as:a road master, he went to work for a contractor in the Malmersbury
wi: digtrict as a sub-foreman. It was here in 1940, that he organised the first strike of his
NALGO tratie union career when he led labourers in their struggle for higher wages. The strike
NAPO sudceeded hut he was moved to Velddrifz and isolated from other workers, He decided
NAS-UWE todeave hik job #8 3 road worker and went 10 work in a fish factory in Bergriver Mouth,
:?‘“ H n3l842 the poor conditions in the factory prompted Oscar to write to the African
A Paghamenﬁrv representative, a man catled Molteno, for advice. Molteno passed his
e ieter on & Ray Alexander of the newiv-formed Food and Canning Workers' Union,
NUFILAL Hﬂ' promotly sent. Oscar 2 copy of the constitution and application forms, (Oscar
A started. organising ‘his feilow workers into the union. Oscar’s position as a factory
CPE warker prompted otherz, including white workers, to join the unicn. Oscar Mpetha
@R wig siected branch secretary and asked o cover Saldanha Bay, Paternoster and Saint
NS Helens Bay.
NET Ospar.continued to work as 3 volunteer organiser for the FCWU and was elected to the
Nbiven Nationa) Executive Committee in 1947, !n that year, the union was forced under
SOGAT w2 thieat of deregistration to form 3 separate African Food and Canning Workers’ Union
STE (A:FC.WU!Ffm Afrigan members. This was due to the Industrial Conciliation Act, which
Towh praventec JAfricans irom belonging 1o ragistered unions, Throughout this time Oscar
1¥5A had 0 overcome Hostility from his emplovers with regard to his union work. He did
LCATL this by mébilising the woriforce to ward off victimisation. As an NEC member, Oscar
HEW tobk unpaid ieave in order to travei 1o other towns to organise workers, As the African
HDAW Fobgand Canning Workars' Union was expanding, the decision came to employ a ful-
tmn genefal secretary, Beatrice Nkewu was elected but was replaced: after only one
menth byOscar. Hie election as generai secretary occurred in December 1949,
Asan.orggniser. Oscar stood out for his courage and creativity, using every opportunity
toZreacn @i organise the canning workers, On several occasions he went to work in
fagtorigs with the exoress purpose of oranising the workers from within. Often, -after
tw week§ or so. when he had recruited the ‘nucleus’ of a committee and signed up as
many members as he could, he would leave the factory, His pravious employer would
thén be canfronted by Oscar, who had organised the workers under the boss’s nose.
inthis capheity as generai secretary. Oscar took part in most of the union’s activities
nafianaily; visiting branches as part of the head office team that toured the various
regioe: where a union was organised. There he would address meetings and assist the
legzt orgagisers with sigriing up members, training local organisers to deal with union
m}rk-ano!fhandve grievances. Whenever there were strikes or major matters to deal
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with, Oscar wetigee pert of thie head office tearn that would rush over to sort everything out. Thus
Oscar wa§ invd®Ed with The major sirike at Wolseiey in 1954, as weil as the strike at the Cape Town
meat factdry @ESDEKeram and the buycott of Langeberg in 1959, to name but a few.

Anothet imporgaat roi€ Oscar plaved was to represent workers in courts. This e was able to do until
leqal chariges \'érz made 10 prevent such practices. Within the trade union movemnent more broadly,
Oscar wat partiof the FCWL! and AFCWU delegation attending conferences of the South African
Trades afd L Cduncil, He addressed meetings and spoke out against the state’s attempt 1o
racsaiise the tragé: unmn movement and the eventual capitulation of the South African Trades and
Labour Goune% 19-3 é&ciaistic. expediency. On several occasions he was the only African trade
unonist & thesk meenifigs. where be :rged delegates not 10 res-ounce working class solidarity.

Harassment ard mr:m»éauon by the police was a general feature in the lives of union leaders. This,
however, rintengified fsom the mid-1950s onwards with the introduction of banning orders. In
January 1055, gnder the Suppression of Communism Act, Oscar was issued with a two-year prohibi.
tion on atiending: meetings. The ban did not prevent him from acting as general secretary of the
AFCWU But |t§:hd hareper union work. Moreover, it did not end there, for soon after the ban was
issued 1 disputé broke Hut in Viredenburg, He went there and addressed the workers and when he
had finished heawss-arrésted by waiting police for disubeying his banning order. He was found guilty
by the V?eaeaﬁe@ magistrate and sentenced to six months’ hard Ishour. The rase was taken to
appeal an®l wort, Fromithen on-Oscar was more careful to avoid being outwitied and catght again,
Early in 1959; howevet, Oscar Mpetha was rebanned under the Act for a further five years, and this
time rpstﬁctedio the rdagisterial district of Wynburg. The restriction order'was a major obstacle but
Oscar digenot eease travelting aitogether; instead he fook care to avoid the police whenever he visited
branches en unios;busibess

in his capgaciiyzas genera) secretary of AFCWU  Cscar was extensively involved in the activities of
the South Afreaahx Conhfnss ot Trade Unions ISACTU). The Food and Canning Workers' Union was
one of the most itnportant SACTU affiliates and many of its officials were aiso executive members
ot SACTY in 'En Western Cape. Oscar traveiled 10 various parts of the country. despite the banning
orger, i wrganise 'and pddress meenngs of the canning industrv’s non-union workers and sign them
up. for SACTLE eommittees. in. addition to this. (scar participated very actively in debates of
SACTL strateg§ and cirectives. His contribution to SACTU was eventually curtailed by the benning
orcers. Hi wasidetzinedd in 1960 under the state of ermmergency He served a prison sentence and was
reieased ib 1964

in 1951 Bscar p:rsec the Airican National Congtess and was elected secretary of the Cape region.

A & moengber of the ANC. Oscor arqued 101 a progressive, non.racial approach 10 politics 2nd against
uw AfricanistsiThus 4 1953 e npsesed the view in the Cape Congress that the ANC should revart
to exclusive Afycamsm Atter the Defiance Camnzign in 1954 he arqued to support the participa-
tien ot the Codgress of Demnarass in the Congress of the People Campaign. against the views of the
Cape preticent¥Profesior Matthews. in 1858 he was electedt as president of the ANC in the Caps
urtii it was baeaed in South Africa

In 1278, escarﬁ‘memawds invited 10 open the arnuat national contference of the Food and Canning
Workers' iJmomas oncéot its founder members. ite had not atiended union meetings since he was
tarced toges.qngas » resuft of hig banning order, Many other leaders had been banned with the resuit
that the gnion :bad pecotme nrogressivery weaker, The change in leadership in 1976 saw the union
growing once again, Ogear was 50 impressed by what he saw that at the conference he decided to
oftar 10 work $r the dnion. The uruon members were greatly impressed by Oscar’s strong speech
and appointed Bimy zs nitional arganiser, .

As .1 happenesy Oscar Ivas t1work {or two vea-s for the union hefore he was once agawn removed.
Those twi yesfs. were however, of gréat importance for the African Food and Canning Workers'
Urson ang the @evelopinent af the trade union movement. Osear’s contribution to the union leager-
ship was putstanging. The empinyers were strongly resisting the growth ot the unions such as the
FCWU) ang these, were B:series of major strikes waged by Oscar at Rainbow Chickens, at Fattis and

Monis in scuwﬂa ;at Koo i (GGrabouw and Seas Harvest in Saldanha. His experience, courage and
persewraéce wcre BnrRpiration.

The umog wasﬁbe tryjng to re-estabiish itself nationally. Oscar spent long periods reorganising the
union in the TeensvaaliHe spent meny months m East London also and it is for his organisational
work thefe that he w.u be most remembered. He succeeded in organising LKB and WP Preserving
Cumpany; whcci*s were the tirst factones to be organised by any of the independent unions in the
303, fhus gemg;cnieveg in both instances by a short srrike
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Oscar achidved ailithis at thie age of 70 years and whilst suffering from diabetes, He would frequently
fail ﬁs!ee;a- Bist eing driver t0 a meeting. But whan it came to the workers, whether it was a
nouse meting willy 3 handful of workers or a mass meeting with hundreds present. he was always
atterftive. 4t remains my, beiiet’, he would sav "that there can be no real liberation in this country if
workers ar§ not organised. 1t was a belief that he practised until his arrest in 1980.

It misst aiafo. be kdown that in the 1976 uprising Oscar oiayed a very important role in the struggie
by giving direction to the youth organisations who consulted him for advice.

In the launchrof the United Demacratic Front (UDF) he was elected as one of the national presidents
and todayihe:is the honorary president of the UNF and president of the Release Mandeia Committee.
These eieclions took piace whiie he was still imprisoned. This shows the trust and respect the South
Afriéan pabple have for Oscar as one of their outstanding leaders. The president of the Congress of
South Atriean Trade Unions {COSATUY 2alls hem “the Father of Trade Unionism’. The wife of the
leader of fve AMG. Mrs Wirinic Nomzame Mandeta, savs ‘Osear is the Father of the Nation and the
Peopie’s igatfer’.

Jailed uncljal: the i‘«otorious Terrorism Act. he s serving five years, 2 sentence the trial judge was
reiuctaniiy compdiled tc impose. despite failing kidneys and the loss of a leg caused by his diabetic
condition. A

His wife, ﬁase Ngmbunga Mpetha, died in 1986 and Cscar was refused permission to go and bury
her. The Seuth African regime said he must rencunce violence before he can be released but Oscar
does. not -gee! those: wha are struggling for freecom as the ones who are using viclence. It is the
regime that -uses Wiclence against innocent people. He refused the offer. Oscar still maintains a clear
grasp of tHe causeifor which he has struggled so tong: as he recently put i1, "freedom in my lifetime’.

Oscar hasiserved the South African people and wiil continue doing so until victory is achieved.

Themba Mpethia (son of Oscar}

Send: gregtings 1o Oscar. Latters can be sent ta M.1299, Nyanga, Cape Town, 7755, South Africa.

This Briefing was producad by the Juint Cempaigr: who are camozigning for the reiease of Oscar Mpetha with the
Transport ad Generki: Workers Uninn. For furthee intarnmation write to: The Joint Campsign, 13 Mandels Street.
Londen NWE 00w,
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BIRTHDAY

n Saturday, Sth August, Oscar
O Mpetha will be celebrating his

bicthday, still incarcerated in an
apartheid fail.

The Free Oscar Mpetha Campaign will be maarking
his birthday with a2 number of peatest actions. The
apartheid regime must be forced to rclease Oscar
in vruer that he can cnjoy his remaitung years in
frececdonm

PROTEST

FRIDAY 4 AUGUST

# Vicket o South Mica House  Uindidgas Square
12.30 - 2,000
Spaakers fram the Mpetha famity 1 Caad SACTL

L. Bickes of Soish AFican Consulate : Nelson.
Mandela Place - Glasgow
92000

Further Action
* Write to P W Botha - State President - (inion
-Budidings. Rsetorindddd-South Afriva:
® Get your MP to sign the early day motion

cnllir'lg for Oscar's release C
* Scnd a donation to the Free Oscar Mpetha
campaign

d /R THDAY PROTEST - SEND YOUR BIRTHDAY MESSAGE T0 OSCARUSING THE SPACE OVERLEAF

80 !

Sena your personal (or your organisation’s\
message to Oscar using the space below,
These will be placed on a giant birthday card
and delivered 10 the South African Embassy on

v 0 Friday 4th August.

BlRTHDAY N —

— My/our message to Oscar is:
Frome: o e et e
N
JL Please send medus details nnh( vampaign to release Oscar Mpetha dﬂdpl)! L IDAURT
oA DS SAMBMBI NI e v v e e e
O e eaclose o dopation 2o the Free Oscar Mpetha (.amp.ugu and o hup coves uu
- oysts of the B Birthyuy Rinlests, (Chegurs paydiiilo o e AADL pteutsu ). ;
L -Ploase seml Y i’ = COIDRES umm (110 ,

. s _ ez I : e )
ir Nume ' ‘ivpg,;é%
‘. PSPPI £ 187 NGNSt 12 MaAns troh S R S Y TR " . Pra— 1 '

Organisation (ifany)

Address
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