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NEWS

New York,R.¥Y. Sept 16, 1977 -«~Justice William H. Booth, president of the

American Comnittee on Africe(ACOA), released the text of a statement adopted by the
30 member exscutive board of ACOA concerning the death of South Aftican black leader
Steve Biko. Biko died in the hande of the South African security poifce allegedly of
the affects of a week-long hunger strike, according to the white asuthroities in
South Africa. )

My, Booth, a judge of the New York State Supreme Court who has represented in-
temmational juridical bodies at trials of political detainees in South Africa,
termed the explanation for Biko's death "'simply unbelievable --one does not die of
& hunger strike after just one week,"

"“This i{s yet another in an unabated series of deaths of politcal prisoners
in South Africa, mess arrests and torture.” Booth said. "It 1s n ot emough for our
government to express shock at this death, It is time f;:r the Carter administration
to cut off the continuing flow of hundreds of millions of dollars in credits and
other assistance to South Africa, i{n protest against the gross violation of human
rights."”

Founded 1n 1953, the ACOA 1s devoted to sdppcrting the African people in thelr
atruggle for independence from colo®{alism and apartheid. The ACOA executive boaxd
includes mén and women active in academic, trade union, religious, legal, busitiess
and pﬁblic 1ife. ACOA will join a silent protest in Btave Biko's memory outside
the offices of the South African mission to the U.N., Second Avenue gt 42nd Strest
on Tussday, September 20 between 12 noon and Zp.m.

The text of the ACOA statement follows:
Stave Biko

Steve Biko, the founder of the South African Student Organization(SAS0), honorsry
prasident of the Black Paople’s Convention(BPC} aund a leading force in the current
aurge of organized resiztance to apartheid im South Africa, died in decention Sepr 12,

Biko is the 23rd political priscner to die in the hands of South Africa's security
police {n the last 18 months. His death was the culminetion of a loug series of
government arrests and bannings in an effort to neutralize his effettive leadership
of the black consclousness movement, The action of the South Africen govermment has
demonstrated to the world cthat ne matter how well known internationally an opponent
might ba, it will strike to eliminate any and all who dare to advocate black em-
powerment. The guspicious circumstances gurrounding his death auggest that this was
yet anothar act of murdetr by the racilat regime.

His death demonstrates that {t is nc longer emcugh to label the Vofster government
"fllegitimate”. In homege to the memory of this leader in the struggle, we muat act
to fulfill that which the black consclousness movement in South Africa has called
upon the world to do: to end the messive economic and political collaboration that
the U.8, corporations and govermment are lending to the apartheld regime.

To the family and companicns of Steve Biko we extend our sincere condolenceas.
But more than sympathy, we express our growing understandimg and conviction that
the peaple of South Africa, despite the vicious acts of the regime, will overthrow

spartheid and exploitation. We send out solidavity in that struggle and pledge in-
tens{fied work on our part to hasten the day of viectory.



