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To : Me•bers of the Relioious ~ction Het~ork and friends of the 
South ~frican Council of Churches. 

Fro• : Jennifer Davis. 

Re : Report fro• ~leah Bacquie« in South ~frica. 

lls you may recall from the last RllN communication~ llleah 
Bacauie~ co-ordinator of the Reli9ious llction Network for the 
last three years~ has now been seconded by RllN to the South 
llfrican Council of Churches. She will serve there as 
International Press Officer~ a role which will enable her to keep 
concerned members of the religious community in the U.S. briefed 
on critical developments as they occur. Ue hope this will 
compensate for the very scanty reporting in the press and 
media, which make it almost impossible to assess what is really 
happening, as South llfricans are compelled to sustain a bitter 
struggle along even the last mile to freedom day. 

I enclose the first of her reports. Ue hope these will 
be helpful to you as you continue your longstanding and vital 
support for the people of South llfrica, who have still not 
reached the end of the age of apartheid. 

I 
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INTRODtlCTJ:ON TO 'rim CHURCH L!ADDS S~ 
for Global Partners 

On March 30 and :31 leac!ers from twenty-two South African churches 
ancl two ehurch otqani-zatiQns met near Johanne.sburq to tiisc:uss 
a host cf issues confrontinq South African society toaay. ~e 
meetL~q opened with devotions and prayer, and an understandin~ 
that church leaders were needed to " cccperate with each ~er 
to address the currant situation and the transition ~c 
democracy, n as . well as ••build anc:l share a dream of th.e futureu 
of south Africa. This broad representation of clergy meet 
reqularly ~o discuss matters of national weight. There was a 
qenuine ~eelinq of comrade~ie and respect t.~rouqhoue the 
proceedinq~ which allowea fgr a relatively smooth exchange of 
ideas, even with so -:tar.y cont~oversial issues at hand. 'l'he 
critical nature of the presant south African situation aeman4s 
it .. 

. The underlying- theme of the positicns in the statement and 
attached. letters is that cf justice ana reconciliation fer South 
African society, with a spee4y transition to freedom day. ~he 
church leaders are convinced tha~ true reconciliation, howeve~, 
can take place only after confession (public disclosure), 
repentance (talcinq appropriate pul:llic ac::tion), an<! a commitment 
to justice (makin9 app~opriate chanqes where ~ossible tc prevent 

·the reoccurrence of sueh l:lehavior), 'I'he church Leaders were 
united • 

. South ~~rican churehes, ana the SACC in particular, have 
:been callinq for the resumption of neq=tiations for several 
months. COOES.t\. II deadlocked over the deter:nina tion of the 
numbers required for the adoption of a Bill of ~iqhts and new 
constitution.· 'I'he re.sultinq suspension of multi-party tal~s, 
which lasted al~ost 12 months, !urtaer de1ayed the announcement 
of an election data which chu~ehas had bee.~ callinq for since at 
least November 1992.. It is their contention that tl:.e violence and 
other measures were ~sed to delay the end of w~!te ~inority rula 
in Sou~~ Africa as incidents of violence followed almost every 
point of progress in the ta~ks or possi~ility of talks. 



04/05/93 13:31 
~PP.. S '9~ !S:t~ 

ft212 870 2030 C FOUKE NEWS DIR 
:a.~.c.c. 

The south African ~overnment's eontrol,ana thus the 
Nationalist PartY's control over tne South African SrQadeastinq 
Corporation has resulted in cases of extreme bias and censorship. 
As the. country :noves elose:r to tlle estatJlishment of an eleetion · 
date, the ~~urches :ecoqni~ed the necessi~y for an independent 
and impartial ~roadeastinq authority whose content is not 
deter.mine4 by one politi=al party. The qovernment has delayed 
the process of the t.~nsition to an independent SABC boar4 and 
De Klerk was attemptin; to =ontrol the selection of a new ~oard 
when the =hur~~ leaders qathared for this meetinq. Furthermo~e 
the attempts tc continue ccntrollinq the content of reliqious 
broadcasting which dhurches insist should be raqulataa ~Y the 
reliqious ~odies themselves. 

Seve.:al church leaders expressed qreat coneem for the 
situation in Anqcla an4 stressed that pre~entative measures be 
talten to insure no foreshactcvinq of a suila.r south Afri=an 
scenario. 'I'hey were hard pressed to understand how a full-scala 
civil wa~ could break out 1 claimin9 thousands of lives and nc 
internati~nal aqent or ~ody take any Q&cisive action to respcn4 
significantly. · Thus, church leaders are convinced that 
preventative measures, sueh as the inteqreation of armed forces 
unde2:' one. command structure, are imperative. They call for 
unite4 Nations involveaent in the elections process to i~sure 
that no one pa:ty be .allowed to refuse t.o respect election 
results. lt is within a climate of qlobal acceptance of ignored 
electicn results in neiqhbo~i~q states and political violence 
that claimed 3, 500 scu'th African lives in 1992 that they 
enc:curaqe the formulation ot a joint eommand of armea forces. · 

Twenty-six parties are now particip&tinq in tbe current 
neCJot.iations. '!'here has been 'talk ot excludinq the Pan 
Africanist Ccnqress for the alleged involvement of its military 
winq, APIA, in attaCks on white civilians. In faet., revelations 
and accusations of violent activity have Deen :ade aqainst most 
of the p~inciple players in the neqotiations process, including 
tha qcvernmant. Additionally, the purpose ef the mul~i-~arty 
talks is to iSt as wide a representation as possible inolu4e4 in 
the clecision malting about hew 'tbe transition fer demoera.cy shoul~ 
take place. Exclusion Qf any g~oup would only result in qt'eatar 
alienation of some sector of scu~ African society. ~us, the 
Church leaders assert that no political party should be 4enied 
participation in the neqotiations process. 

The Church Leaders also maintained their position condemning 
the use of violence. In line with previous positions, they 
called for a meetinq wi "':h the PAC to cti.scuss the publ i<: 
perception of APLA involvement in attaeks against eivilians. 

~ey further called on every political party to act 
apropriataly an4 publicly aqainst any of its ~embers enqaqed in 
violent action.. Thi:s s-eatement was also applied to State 
President De Klerk who has remained silen~ about testi~ony and 
documentation im.plicatinq his heaci cf military intelliqenc:::.e, 
General Van oer Westhuizen in the murd.ers of several anti­
apartheid activists. Chur=h Lea4ers contend that van Oer 
Westhuiz_en should be suspended pendinq p'!Ullic investiqations into 

141003/012 
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':he statement on c:or:ruptie)n comes after several l:evelat.ions 
of mis:anaqement, inefficiency, and a lack of accountability. 
Army officers have l:een implic:ateq in hit squad. activities 
resultinq in their . removals fro= service with .Xr:assively 
qenerous retirement packaqes, commonly re:e~ed to as "golden 
hanashakes". Government ministers have re:tai.."leci in their private 
homes tO be administered huqe $\l:nS Of T:lCney ( J0.50 1 000/ $301 000 •} 
reserve~ for separate ministarial accommodation in addition to 
their salaries. In the well-known ttToilet Scedal" the Department 
of Develop111ent Ai4 spent millions of rands builclinq 
infrastrUcture in isolated areas in a pathetic attempt to lure 
'Blac::ks away from their homes in areas desiqna:tef! far 
incorporation into the "homeland.s11 • The Church Leaders believe 
that the n'Wilerous inc:icients cf s=anelal and corruption have 
poisoned South African society to the.pcint where it is_expec:taa 
~~·~- ' wl"' ""''"\., ••• 

The statement follows in ful. Attached is the) 
statement on corruption and the letter to State President ~~~. 
Oe Klerk regar~inq the Scuth African Brcadcastinq Corporaticn. 

~f further informa:tion is needed reqareinq any of the positions 
taken at the Church Leaders Meetinq or on othe~ issues not 
included in the statement, do not hesitate to contact me. Any 
feedback would be qreatly appreciated as it would help me service 
you bett.er. 

Aleah Bacquie 
International Press Officer 
April 2, l993 



Representatives of =~~y South African Churches, as listed ~elow, 
met fo~ two days, Maron 30th and 3ls~ 1993, to discuss :he state 
of the Church ana the state of the Nation. The following 
statement is issued on the agreed decisions of that meeting. 

l. THE NEGOTIATION PROCESS • 

The C!lu::-ch Laalie:-s applaud. the :=ecent impetus g-iven tQ the. 
naqotiation process. We look forward to ~~e ~ulti-party meetings 
begi:::tning late:- 'C..":.is week, brinqinq a new sensa of p~rpose to the 
process, and assure all concerne~ of ~~e prayerfu~ support of all 
represented at th-is meeting-. 

l.l. OATE FOR AN ELECTION 

~he Ch~reh Leaders state, yet aqain, that there is an urqant need 
for an election. date (before the end of the year) tQ ])a 
announced. This, it is believed, will qive ordinary South African 
people ~uch needed hope . The process of trnnsition has been 
slower than antieipateci and there is a ne.ecl to indicate that it 
will lea~ in a set period of ti~e to ~~ elec~ion in which all 
will participate. 

Wa appeal to ~~ose engaqed in the negotiation process toward a 
just a..'"ld d.er.:ocratic ~ispensation to heed this :all and trea't with 
the utmost urgency the need to announce a date for the election. 

l •. 2 • INDEPSNOR.~'r MEOIA 

The Ch~=eh Leade~s su~~crt ~he Declaration of the Cacpaiqn for 
In~ependent 5roadcastl~g c~llinq fQr a broadcast system 
inciepend.e.n~ <::f the gover~"Uen-:. of ':he day and of i)arty political 
interests. 

The Church Leaders also realise the i~portance of an independent 
and impa.~ial broadeas~inq authority in the run-up to an 
election. !n so ~oinq, they suppo~ ~~e calls by the Campai;n for 
Independent. aroadeast.inq for an· independent. SABC Board, an 
independer.t =e;ulatory authc~i~y for broadcastinq, a moratorium 
on unilateral rest~ctu~inq at ~~e SA!C, and one national public 
=roadcast service. 

A fax massaqe has been sent. tc · ~e State P:r:a.sident from this 
~ee~ing, deploring the unnecessarJ delay in th~ process ~oward 
a ~ew SA3C Boa~d and suggesting ~~at ~~e ~a~ter ~e treated with 
urqency, so tha~ a ne~ Board can ~e in place by May lst 1993. 

· OU::-inq t~is ::nee':.L'"lq news has been :aoeiveQ cf even furt...,er delays 
in the proceau::-e, includinc; a. gQverr.:e..'"'l't p:=oposa.l -:.c make . th.e 
pr~cess private as well as contain a measure of discretion to 
remain i~ the h~~ds Qf ~~e State ?.resicent. The Ch~r~~ Leaders 
oppose any suc.h mcves and are c:onvinced ehat opan public 
appcint:nent o: ths Soar4, --in-<;ccordanc::e. with <:he recommendations 
maae by the e~mpaiqn for InQepen~er.~ 3rOaQcas~inq, is esser.~ial. 
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The Church Leaders are deeply distur~a~ at the n~~er of 
occasions upon which already aqreed proce~ures have later ~een 
brcuqht back to the ne;otiation table by government 
repre.sentati ves. This not only delays "t::he ap;oin~e:1t of the SASC 
aoard, but causes us ~c call into ques~ion the qcod faith of the 
qovernment in the to~al ~recess of the negotiations toward a new 
dispensation~ · 

In =e;ard to Re1igious SroaQcas~ing ~~e Church ~aders endorse 
in prineiple the sta~emen~ maQe by ~~e National Execu~ive of the 
SACC a-e its meetinc; of Ma.rch 2nd and :3rd 199~, note with interes't 
the meetin9s that h.ave. :=~en held ami are planned to ~e. held. about 
religious l:roadcastinq, and qive -:hei: seecial endorsement to the 
principles that: • 

a) The. c:cntent of reliqi.ous brcadca5ting · l!lust be under tho 
control cf religious bodies and no~ the broadcaster. 

b) The process ~owa:d a ~eliqious Sroadca5tinq Forum naeda to be 
independQnt of the SASC. 

c) All representatives in such a fo~ nee.r.i to be directly 
appointed by the participatinq reli;ious ~odies. 

1.3. CONTROL OF ARMZD FORCES 

The Church Lea~ers call on the qoverr~en~, a~d all who take part 
in the neqo~iation p:oeass, to ac:ept tbat fer the sake =f peace 
and stability all armed forces need to be placed under a joint 
command. Arranqer.ents for sueh a joint comman~ require urqent 
at'eention so as ~c promote peace anc:! the confidence cf the arr:ire 
populaticn in a united a~ed force that is accountable to ~ha 
people t.~rouqh its democratically e~csen repr~sentatiyes and not 
to one sector of the nation only. 

1.4. PARTIC!~ATION IN THE NEGOTIATION PROCESS 

The Church Leaders are encouraqed by the inc:reaseci level ot 
participation :.n the neqotiatinq forum. :rn partieular we. are 
;ratified that the P~~ Africanist eonqrass (PAC) has agreed to 
take part. 

The Church Leaders welcomed a aele;ation fro~ the Azanian 
?~ople's Orqanisation {AZAPO) to axehan;e views on the state of 
~he natiQn, ~e relationship be~ween AZA~C an~ the Churches, as 
.rell as to encou:aqe an AZA~O preser.ca in tha ne~ot.iati~n 
p:r:cCG$S. 

The Chu:ch Leaaers are of the opinion ~~at no political pa~y 
sh~uld ~e denied par~icipation in ~~e neqctia~ions so ~hat the 
vo~ees o~ all are heard an~ the ~recess is t~ly rapresentative 
of all tha psoplaa we do net ~eliave ~~at ~he.public pe~cep~ion 
Q! APLA invalvement iti attae~~ upon innQcant civilians.should be 
usect ~o exclucle the PAC from ~"":.e neqoti~:.ticm table. 
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The Church Leaders accepted in principle a plan for a proqra~e 
of Religious Leaders for £lect:)ral Sustica.. This plan w~ulr:i 
create a body of Reliqious LeaC:ers ,engaged in a prcced.u-re of 
1nediation in the alee-coral precess to help ensure that it. is just 
and to assist in a cli~ate of peace ane st~ility. 

Tha ..Justice and Sgeial Ministries Oepa:::--=onen~ of the south African 
council of Chur;nes is a~ccuraged ~o ~~ke ~he ma~~ar further. 
The Church Leaaers enC.orsed. preposed plan$ :for a meatinq in April 
to discuss the proq=amma in detail and set ir. ~oticn the national 
and inta.:national participation necessary for its fulfilment. 

Tlle Church Leaciers also call for clireet inte:rnational involvement 
through the. United Na~ions Securit.y Couneil in t.he election 
process in South Africa to assist in the process itself and 
ensure tha~ all parties respect the outcome of an election. 

3. ANGOLA 

Concern is expressed over the horrific si~uation that has 
developed in Angela since the ~ispute over the res~lts of its 
election. we call Qn the international commu_~ity to ~ee:qnise ~he 
elected qcvern~ent of Anqcla and thereby respec~ u1e damocr«tic 
choiee of the people cf that na~ion. 

A special call is ~ade upon the President of the Unitea States 
cf America anc::i t!1.e Sou::h African gove.rm::te.nt to =e seen o:.o correct 
the damage done i~ Angola throuqh their past sup~ort of.UNITA and 
its leader, Jonas Savim=i. 

4~ VIOL2NCE 

The violenee within the nation remains a eause of deep concern. 

'I'he Chureb. Leac:lers e:mdettn the use of violence. '!'his word at this 
Moment is spoken par~icularly, ~~ouqh not exclusively, to APLA 
and t.~e PAC; with the request t:at a =eeti~q is held as soon as 
possible to ais=uss this matter. 

Th~ condem..'"'lation of violence also ntea..~.s that "tie call on any 
political par-ey that discovers tha-e ar.y cf i-ts -members ha~ 
enqaqed in vicler.~ aetion to take app=cpriete actio~ in public. 

~herevar !oree is used ~o frigh~en peopla er aestroy oppo5ition 
i~ sta~s eond~~ed. ~ter so ~ar.y years of violan~ oppression 
tne country is in need of peacef~l trans~:ion to de~ocracy and 
evarythir.q aust be dona tc ensure suc...'l peaee!ul prog-::-ess. 
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In this regard we are concerned at the silence and inactivity of 
the government over tile ae=usatior:s levelled. agains-t its own 
sec~rity force ps~sonnel in ~he :ase eonee~ning Matthew Goniwe 
and ethers. How can -the pe.eple be expee-;ed -:o ~ave any confid.enee 
in a security force Ttihe.re sc:ne of its ssnior officers are 
implicated in serious cases cf murder an<! ne action is taken 
a'1ainst them. 

we call on the State ?resident to immaciiatel;r· sus~end General van 
een Westhuizen and inst.itut.e public investiga:t.iOl':IS into thea 
revelations of acts of ter~or alleqedly involving him, other ~op 
leval security force officials ane possibly even · cabin~t 
ministers. 

The recent revelations about the. nuclear capa!::i.!. i ty of South 
Africa illustrate ~~e Dointless repetition of denials and the 
need for t.!~'le qovenment tCJ demonstrate to the national and 
international community a eCJmmit~ent to her.esty and to abandon 
any attempts to cover up it:s own viclent his-tory. 

The attempts to divert attention toward General Bantu Kolomisa 
of the Trasnkei do not go unnoticed. It is his revelations that 
point to 9overnment security force involva~en~ in the death cf 
Matthew Goniwe and possibly ~any o~~ers. 

In this re.c;ard also we exp::ess concern over t.'le qovernments 
unilateral ac-c.ien in using heavy :::ilita::y presence to seal off 
the Transkei as one would deal with an aqqressive enemy, before 
any sueh ac;qression has been proved. It is irc:mic -:hat the 
governments own crsa~icr. is new a source. ~f such embarrass~ent 
to its maker. General Kelomisa is ~sin; ~~e training =eceiV$d in 
the ranks of ~he South AfrieL~ Oefenee For:e to make his stand. 

We a~e glad to no~e that General Holonisa and State Presiaent 4e 
:Clerk will -oe meetin-g soon. We t=ust they will f.ind a solution 
to the present impasse based on -;_-anspa:-ent honesty and not 
belicose attacks or att~p~s to cove~ u~ ~he truth. 

Letters are to be sent to .me.ml::lers of parlia-:~ent to protest 
aq~inst the possible re-~pcsition of the ceath ;e~alty4 
espeeially durin9' an inte.ri~ par!od p=io= to a democratic 
election ana a fully :-epreser.'tative parliament. 

e. A letter is ~o be sar.~ to the State Preside~~ expressinq the 
hor::or experienced :y the :hu=ch Leac.e.:=s at the revelations cf 
a hidden nuclea:r: capal:>i!i~y and requastinq ~ nm·:eer cf quarantees 
on tile mat-:er. 

CHURCR LEACERS M3ETING 
March 31st l993 
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List of Churcnes and Church organisaticr.:s represented at the 
Church Leaders Meeting held March 3 ath am! 3 :.st l993 .. 

African Cat.~olic Chureh 
African Ccnqregational Church 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
Sa~tis~ Convention 
Church of ~ha P~ovince of Sout~ern Africa (A-~qlican1 
Coun=il e: Af:ican Independent Churches 
Evanqelieal Lutheran Church in southern Africa 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in soutnern Africa 
Hervcrmde Kerk in Suidelike Afrika 
!nternational Fellowship of Christian Churches 
Methodist Church of Southern Africa 
Moravian Church in Southern Africa 
Nederduitse'Ge~eformeerde Kerk in Afrika 
Nederduitse Gerefc~eerde Sending Kerk 
order of Ethiopia 
Paris Evanqelical Church in Southern Africa 
?resbyterian Church of Africa 
Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa 
Reformed Presbyterian Church in So~~~ Af~ica 
Religic=us Society of Friends 
South Afriean Catholic Bishops' Conference 
South African Council of Churches 
United Congregational Church ef So~~~ern Africa 
Volkskerk van Afrika 
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