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9th April, 1993.

To : Menbers of the Religious Action Network and friends aof the
South African Council of Churches.

From : Jennifer Davis.
Re : Report from Aleabh Bacguie, in South Africa.

As you may recall from the last RAN communication, Aleah
Bacguie, co—ordinator of the Religious Action Network for the
last three years, has now been seconded by RAN to the South
Africanp Council of Churches. She will serve there as
International Press Officer, & raole which will enable her to keep
concerned mempbers of the religious community in the U.5. briefed
an critical developments as they oaccur. We hope this will
compensate for the very scanty repaorting in the press and
media, which make it almost impossible to assess what is really
happening, a5 South Africans are compelled to sustain a bitter
struggle along sven the last mile to freedom day.

I epclose the first of her reports. We hope these will
be helpful to you as you continue your longstanding and vital
support for the people of South Africa, who have still pot
reached the end of the age of apartheid.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE CHURCH LEADERS STATEMENT
~ for Global Partners

On March 30 and 31 leaders from twenty-two South African churches
and two church organjzations met near Johannesburg +o discuss

a hest of issues confronting South African society today. The
meeting opened with devotiens and prayer, and an understanding
that church leaders were needed %o " cooperate with each cther
to address the current situation and the transition %o
democracy,™ as well as "build and share a dream of the fubture"
of BSouth Africa. This broad representation of clexgy meet
regqularly o discuss matters of national weight. There was a
genuine feeliny of comraderie and respect throughout the
preceedings which allowed for a relatively smeooth exchange of
ideas, even with sc many contreoversial issues at hand, The
eritical nature of tha present Scuth African situatien demands
it'

The under-y_ng'thene of the positions in the statement and
attached letters is that of 3ustzce and reconciliation for Seuth
African society, with a speedy transition toc freedom day. The
church leaders are convinced thas true reconciliation, however,
can take place only after ceonfession (public disclosure),
repentance (taking appropriate public action), and a commitment
to justice (making appropriate changes where possible to prevent

‘the rescccurrenca of such behavior), The Church Leaders wera
united.

- South African churches, and the SACC in particulaz, have
been calling for the resunpticn of negctiat;ons for several
months, CCDESA II deadlocked over %he dater:a:.nat:.cn cf tha
numbers required for tha adoption of a Bill of Rights and new
constitution. The resulting suspensicn of gulti-party talks,
which lasteg almost 12 months, further delaved tha announcement
of an elegtion date wh:.ch churches had been cal ling for since at
least November 1292. It is their contention that tke viclence and
othar measurss wers 45ed te delay the end of white ainority rule
in South Africa as incidents of viclence feollewed almost every
‘point of progress in the talks or possibility of talks.
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The sSouth African govermment's control,and thus the
Nationalist Party's control over the Seuth African Broadeasting
Corporation has resulted in cases of extrene bias and censeorship.
As the country moves closer to the sstablishment of an election:
date, the churches rscognized the necessisy for an independent
and impartial broadcasting authority whose coantent is not
determined by ome political party. The government has delayed
the process of the 4“ransition to an indspendant SABC beoard and
De Klerk was attempting to centrsel the selection of a new hoard
when the church leaders gathersed for this meeting. Furthermore
the attempts fo continue controlling the centent of religiocus
broadcasting which churches insist should be regulated by the
raligious bodiaes thamselves.

Sevaral church leaders expressed great concern for the
situation in Angola and stressed that prevantative measures be
taken to insure ne fLoreshadewing of a similar Scuth African
scenario. They ware harzrd pressed to understand how a full-scals
civil way could break out, claiming thousands of lives and ne
international agent or body take any decisive action to respend
significantly. Thus, church leaders are cenvinced that
preventative peasures, such as the integreation of armed forces
under one command structurs, ars imperative. They eall for
Unitad Nations involvepent in the elections process to insurae
that ne one party be .allowed to refuse +2 respect election
results. It is within a climate of global accaptance ¢f lgnored
election results in neighboring states and political violance
that c¢laimed 3,500 South African lives in 1892 that they
encourage the formulation of a joint command of armed fioxces.

Twenty-six parties are now participating in tha current
nagotiations. There has been talk of exeluding the Pan
Africanist Congress for the alleged invelvement of its military
wing, APLA, in attacks on white civilians. In fac%, revelations
and accusations of vislent activity have been made against mest
of the principle players in the negotiations process, including
the gevarnment. Additienally, the purposs ¢f the multi~-party
talks is to get as wide 2 representation as possible included in
the decisien making about how the transition for democracy should
take place. Exclusion of any group would only result in greater
alienation of some sesctor ¢f Seuth African society. Thus, the
church leaders assert that ne political party should ke denied

- participation in the negotiations process.

The Chuzrch Leaders alsc maintained their position condamning
the use of violsnce. In line with previous positiens, they
called for a meeting with the PAC to discuss the publie
percepticn of APLA involvsment in attacks against civilians.

They further ¢alled on every political party to act
apropriataly and publicly against any of its members sngaged in
vieclent action. This szatement was alse applisd $o State
Pregident De Klerk who has remained silent about testimeny and
documentation implicating hiszs head of military intelligence,
General Van Der Westhulzen in the murders of several anti~-
apartheid activists. <Chureh Leaders contend that van Der
Westhuizen shonld be suspended pending public investigations inte
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the revelaticns.

The statament on corruption comes after several revelations
ef mismanagement, inefficiency, and a lack of accountability.
Army officers have been implicated in hit sguad activities
resulting in their removals 2rom service with eXeassively
generous retirement packages, commenly referrad toc as "golden
handshakes". Government ministers have remained in their private
homes ¢o be administered huge sums of money ( R150,000/ $30,000,)
reserved for separate ministerial accemmodaticen in addition to
their salaries. In the well-known “Toilet Scandal® the Department
gf Devalopment Aid spent millions of 1rands puilding
infrastructurs in isclated areas in a pathetic attempt to lure
Blacks away £rom their homes in areas designated for
incorperation into the "homelands®. The Church Leaders helieve
that the numercus incidents of scandal and corruption have
poiscned Scuth African sccisty to the point where it iz expected
and accepted.
/‘n&\o;‘.\.

The statement fellows in full. Attached is the
statement on corruption and the letter to State Prasident
De Klerk regarding the South African Broadcasting Cerporation.

If further information is needed regarding any of the pesitions

| taken at the ¢hurch Leaders Meeting or on other issuas not

included in the statement, do not hesitate to contact me, Any
feedkack would be greatly appreciated as it would help me service
you better. .

Aleah Bacguie
International Press Officer
April 2, 1993
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CHURCHE LEZADERS' MEETING MARCHE 1993

Representatives of many Scuth African Churches, as listed kelow,
met for twe days, March 30th and 31st 1993, ¢o discuss the state
of the Church and =he state of the Nafion., The IZellowing
statement is issued on the agrsed decisisns of that meeting.

1. THE NEGOTIATICON PROCESS.

The Church Leaders applaund +the zecent impetus given to the
negotiation process. We look forward te the multi-pariy meetings
beginning later this week, Zringing a new sense cf purposa te the
process, and assure all concerheéd of the prayerful suppert ef all
represented at *his meeting,

1.1. PATE FOR AN ELECTION

The Church Lezders state, yet again, that there is an urgent need
for an election date (before +the end of <the year) te be
announced. This, it is kbelieved, will give ordinary South African
pecple much Rheeded hope . The progcess &f transition has been
sicwer than anticipated and there is a need to indicate that it
will lead in a set period ¢f time te an electicon in which all
will participate.

Wa appeal teo those engaged in the negotiation process teward a
just and democratic dispensaticn to heed this <all and treat with
the utmost urgency the need €0 announce a date f£or the electicn.

1.2. INDEPENDENT MEDIA

The chureh Leaders support the Declaration of the Campaign for
Independent Broadecasting calling £or a broadcast svstem
independent ¢f the government of the day and of party political
interests, ‘

The Church leaders also reallise the importance of an independent
and impartial broadeasting authority in the run-up to an
election. In so deing, they support the szlls by the Campaign for
Indspendent Broadeasting for an independent SABC 3Board, an
independent ragulatory zuthority for broadcasting, a moratorium
on unilateral restructuring at the SABC, and one national public
breadecast service.

A fax nmassage has been sent te ' the State President f£rom this
meeting, deploring the unnecessary delay in the process toward
a new SABC Beard and suggesting that the matter be treated with
urgency, s¢ that a new Beard can ke in place by HMay lst 15913.

'During this meeting news has heen received ¢f sven furthar delays
in the procedure, including a government proposal Lo make the
pracess private as well as contain 2 measure of disgretion o
repain in *he hands of the State President. The Chuysh Lesaders
gppose any such moves and are convincesd cthat opan public
appointment of tha Scard, -in.zccordanga with the racommendations
made by the Campaign for Independent Sroadeasting, is essential.
e e

————



Church Leaders, March 1883. Page Z

The <hurch Leaders are deeply disturbed at the number of
cccasions upen which already agrsed procedures have later been
breught back Lo +the negotiation {abklie Dby gevernment
representatives. This not onlyv delays the appointment of the SABC
Board, but causes us ¢ call into guestion the geood faith of th
government in the total process of the negotiations toward 3 new
dispensation. ) ' '

Iin regard to Religiocus Brcadcasting the Church Leaders endorse
in prineciple the statement made by the Naticnal Executive of the
SACC at its meetiﬁg of March 2nd znd 3rd 1993, note with interest
the meetings that zave 2een held and are nlanned to be held about
religicus Broadcasting, and give their special sndorsement te the
principles that:

a) The centent of religicus breadcasting must be under the
centrol of religious bodies and net the broadcaster.

b) The process toward 2 Religious Broadeasting Forum needs to be
independent of the SABC,

c)} All representatives in such 2 forum need €0 be diresctly
appointed by the participating religisus bodies.

1.3. CONTROL CF ARMZID FORCES

The Church Lsaders call on the government, and all who take pars
in the negetiation procass, to accept that for the sake of peace
and stakility all armed forces need %o be piaced under a joint
command. Arrangements for such a joint command require urgent
attenticon 50 as to promota peace and the cenflidence of the sntire
populatiocn in a united armed ferce that is acgountable to the
people threugk its demccratically chosen representatives and nod
to one sectoy of the nation enly.

1.4. PARTICIPATION IN TEE NEGOTIATION FROCESS

The <Church Leaders are sancouraged by the increased leval of
parsticipation in the negotiating forum. In particulay we are
gratified that the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC) has agreed o
take pazt.

The Church Leaders welcomed a delagaticn from the Azanian
People's Organisation (AZAPQ) to sexchange views on the state of
the nation, the relatiensihip between AZAPC and the Churches, as
well as %o engcuxage an AZAPO presence in the negotiatio
pProcass,

The Church leadars are of the opzn;an that no pelitical party
should be denied participaticn in the negcz;a:;ons so =hat the
veoices of 3ll are heard and the process is Truly reprasentative
of ail the pesopla. We 4o net baliasve that <hs public parception
of APLA invelvenment in attacks upen inngeent civilians should be
used to exmlude the PAC from the negot-atian table., .
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Church l.eaders, March 1993. Page 3

2. TEHE ZLECTION FRCCESS

The Church Leaders accepted in principls a plan for a programme
of Religious Leaders foY¥ Electoral Justica, This plan would
create a body of Religious Leaders engaged in a precedure of
mediation in the electoral procsss to help ensures that it is just
and ta assist in a ¢limate of peace and skakility.

The SJustice and 5c¢1a¢ Minishries Department ¢f the South Afrigan
Council of Churghes is encouraged to tzke tre mattar further.
‘The Church Leaders endorsed preposed plans for a meeting in Apriil
to discuss the prog:-amme in detail and set in moticn the naticnal
and international participation necessary for lts fulfilment,

The Church Leaders alsc call for direct internaticnal involvement
through the United Nations Security Couneil in the elestion
procass in South Africa %“o assist in the process itself and
ensure that all parties respect the outcome of an election.

3. ANGOL2

Concern is expressed over <the heorrific situation that has
developed in Angsla since the dispute over the results of its
election. We ¢all on the internaticnal community to recsgnise the
elected government 9£ Angela and thersby respect the demoeratic
choice of the people cf that natien.

A special eall is made upcn the President of the United States
of America and the South African governmant tc ke seen o correct
the damage done in Angola through their past suppert cf UNITA and
lts leader, Jonas Savimbi.

¢, VIOLENCE
The viclense within the nation remains a cause of deep concern,

The Church Lesders condenn the use cf violence., This word at this
moment is spoken particularly, though not exclusively, ©o AFLA
and the PAC, with thes reguast that a meeting i3 held as soeon as
pessible to diseuss this matter.

The cendemnation cf viclence alse means that we call on any
political party that discovers that any cf its members has
engaged in viclent astion €e take approprizte actien in publie,

Wherevar fgree is used to frighien peopla or dastirsy opposit mn
iv stands ca’rnde.mned. After so pany yvears of vielent oppression
the countxy is in need of peaceftul tramsition to demecracy and
evarything =must be dene tc ensure such peaceful progress.
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Church Leaders, March 19%32. Page %

In this regard we are cecncerned at the silence and inactivity of
the government over the accusations levelled against its own
security force personnel in the case concarning Matthew Goniwve
and cthers. How can the pecpls be expected Tz have any confldence
in a security force where scne of its senicr officers are
implicated in sericus cases of nmurder and n¢ acticn is taken
against them,

We ¢all on the State President to immadiately suspend General van
dent Westhuizen and institure public investigations inte the
revelations of acts of terror allegedly invclving him, other Tep
leval security foroce officials anéd pessibly even - cabinet
ministers, :

The recent revelations about the nuclear capazility of South
Africa illustrate the pointless repetition ¢f denials and the
need for the geovernment to demonstrate to the natiocnal and
international community a <commifment Lo heresty and to apandeon
any attempts t¢ cover up its own viclent histery.

The attempts te divert attention taward Generzl Bantu Holomisa
of the Trasnkeli do not go unnoticed. It is his revelations that
point to government security forcs invelvement in the death eof
Matthew Goniwe and pessibly many cthers.

In this regaxd 2lso we express concern over the gevernments
unilateral actien in using heavy militarxy presence to seal off
the Transkel =zs one would deal with a2n agograssive enenmy, befores
any such aggression has been proved. Iz is ireniec that the
governments own cersation is new a source of such embarvassnment
to its maker, General Eslemisa is using the training received in
the ranks ¢f the South African Defence Forse to make his stand.

We are glad %o note that General Holcomisa zand $tate President de
Xierk will »e mesting scon. We trust they will find a sclution
£¢ the present impasse based en stransparent honasty and net
pelicose attacks or attempts to cover up The fruth,

5. THE DEATH PENALTY

Letters ars to be sent +to members of parliament to protast
against <he possible re-izmpcsiticn ©f +the death penalty,
especially during an interinm period pricr te a demecratic
election anéd a fully representative parliizment.

6. A letter iz %o te sant t2 the State President expressing the
horror experienced by the Church Lgaders at the revalations of
a hidden nucleax capability and requasting 2 number ¢f guarantees
cn the matter.

CHURCH LEADERS MEETING
Mazrch 31s% 1993
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Church Leaders, Marsh 1863. Page 5.

List of Churches and Church Crganisaticns resresented at the
Church header* Meeting held March 30th and 35st 1963,

African Qathelic Chureh

African Congregational Church

African Methodist Episcopal Church

Baptist Comvention

Chureh ef the Province of Scuthern Africa [Anglican)
Council of African Independent Chuyches
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa
Hervermde Kerk in Suidelike afrika
Internaticenal Fellowship cf Christian Churches
Methedist Church of Scuthern Africa

Moravian Church in Southern Africa

Nederduitse Gereformeerde RKerk in Afrika
Nederduitse Gereformeerde Sending Xerk

Order of Ethicpia

Paris Evangelil cal Church in Seuthern Africa
Presbyterian Church of Africa

Presbyterian Church of Southern Afri

Reformed Presbyter ian Church in Sc“ Africa
Religiscus Scciety of Friends

Scuth African Catholic Bishops' Canference
Scuth African Csouncil of Churches

United CQngrega ional Chureh ef Soutihern Africa
Volkskerk van Afrika :
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