American Gommittee On Afzlea

128 3rendway © Mew Yerk, W.¥. 10038 « Telophons: {812) 0A3-1410

JEWS

For Release: April 9; 1984
Contact: Joshua Nesgen
#212~962-1210

COORDINATED NATIONWIDE PROTESTS TARGET U.S. SUPPORT FOR SOUTH AFKRICA

New York, W.Y. April 9,..In the largest antf-apartheid mobilization in several
years, thousands of people throughout the country held protests against U.S.
support of South African apartheid. The protests were focused around Two Weeks
of National Anti-Apartheid Action from March 21 (amniversary of the 1960
Shafpevillé Madgatra’in South?Afrfca) thiough April’4 ‘tabniversiry of-thé
d¥saséinarion ol Martin Lofher ¥ing)i " The-mobilizdtiot was codtdinated by the
Amer{tdn Coomittee onAfrida {ACOA) 'dnd as iniffdted by ad Octébef 1983
Fational Student Conférence 5f°300-organizers-from 24 atates:" Acdording to
ACDA”stiidént Goordinstor JodhiGa Nessen, “"These Weeks ofAétiouthive sént a
SEréng messBEél bf oppositicato”d. 85 ‘nvestnent in Soufh Africd ahdfrs-the
Reigaﬁ?Edmtniitrétign’Bhpﬁiiéyaof 'constructive engagement' with the white
minority regime of Sough Afriea,”

Iri"Washidgton ‘Dé"a coalitdn of"s Eadént gboups " from GedEgetdwn; "DC;
Anérfdany Cevr@e Mason, and Gadige Washington dn{vedsftfes héld activities
beginning March 21 that culminated in & -march and picket outside the Sbufh
Afiicai ewbassy on ‘April 4-opposing Reagan's policy of "eonstrictive engagement",
The “April-4th marchers wore -black-armbands 4 park of s 'National®Armband Day
CotmefbTAbfng VI8 fus "o *aparthéid ahd-tallsm £h Vhé ‘Unifed Bfatdd, “InLos
Angeledthe abmbind day was also-a FobdsCfor aétivisés dk UELA who' sebdp
Padi6 shows and a E8rim™with severalHundred-articiplnts’sn UUS: polidy in
southerd ‘Africe’ b On April®7 UCLA atudents #lso parkiéipated Tn‘a'rally-of
508 padple oifanizéd by ehe - mousErahtidpEEEHBId cohlitfonuhich' called
£5¢ divestmént of #ll°state’funds in Eorpdfatibné vith'tfes to-Sbuth-Afiica.
Dutidg thosé“same’days activists if-Fortland}” Oregon held"a dGiel Africa
Augfeness Week'Ap¥rl F-# WR{BR"featiféd & Eobts™with South African Allan Boesak,
prezident of the World Alliance of Reform Churches.

Action in the South was especially strong in Atlanta. On March 24 a
rally involving siudents from six Atlants-ares gchools commemorated che Sharpe-
v¥ille Massacre and was followed: by an April.4.rally.at the grave ofl Martin.
Luthér King organized with the Southern Christian Leadership Cenference (5CLC)
and stressing King's support of -economic sanctions-against South Africs...In
the South protests snd‘forqms‘were.BLSQ.heldrqgtthe_Qniv@@sitg of Texas in—
Austin, Duke University in Durhem, W.C.,:New Orleans, Charlottesville and
Blacksburg Virginia,.Lexington, Kentucky &8 well ms at-Florida State University

in.Talahassee where a three day divestment mobilization- tock place.



Illinois was at the center of activity in the Midwest during the Weeks
of Action. On April 4 the Coalition for Illinois Divestment from Scuth Africa
{CIDSA) and AFSCME, the public employee union, organized 300 people to lobby
at the state capitol for a divestment bill involving billfons in state pension
fund money. The lobbying effort was joined by students from the Unjversity of
Illinois at Champaign who held a March 21 rally for divestment of 200 pecple
addressed by David Ndaba of the African National Congress. Activists at
Western Michigan University (WMU} in Kalamazoo held events beginning March 21
highlighted by an April 4 march of 100 people from the WMI campusz to Kalamazoo
College where a commemorative service for victims of apartheid and U.5. raciam
was held. During the Weeks of Action there were also activities in Wisconsin,
Minnesota, Ohio, Iowa, and North Dakota,

Groups throughout the Northeast were also sctive during the action weeks.
At Yale University an April 1 rally for divestment attracted 300 participants
and was followed by an April & commemoration of Solomon Mahlangu--an ARC
activigt hung in 1979--at which 200 people heard presentations from poet
Dennis Brutus, Reverend Sipo Mzimela, and Tandi Gcabashe (all exiled South
Africans). On that same day in New York City 250 pecple held a candlelight
vigil outside the South African consulate calling for & helt to apartheid
executions and support for legislation to divest billions in state pension
fund money linked to South Africa through U.S. corporations.

Harvard University was the site of an 4pril 4 march to President Bok's
office calling for divestiture of Harvard's $500 million in South Africa
linked stock, and on that same day & divestment rally was held at Princeton
Univereity. The Columhia University divestment committee held a March 21
Sharpeville commemoration followed by a campus-wide rally April 3, and at
Dartmouth College ten days of activity were initiated by an April 4 event
featuring Mel! King--sponsor of the successful Massachusetts divestment legis-
lation. From April 2«7 a student coalition at MIT in Cambridge held a South
Africa Awareness Week which included presentations by the Nigerian Ambassador
to the United Naticns, SWAPO of Namibia, the ANC and the American Committee
On Africa. In southern New Jersey activists at Stockton Stste College held
two jog-a-thons to raise funds for Namibian refugees and & similar event
was organized at Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania.

Canadian students at the University of Concordia in Montreal also
mobilized fnf the Weeks of Actien beginning with a fundraising drive for
souchern African refugees followed by forums with the ANC, Warren Allmand,

& member of Parlisment, and Gerard Gaudin, a provincial cabinet minister.

According to Brooke Baldwin of the Yele Coalition Against Apartheid,
"The Weeks of National Action served to put our Administration and other
university adwinistvations on notice that the divestment movement is
broad-based and permanent."
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