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On the evening of May 31,
TransAfrica will host its Third
Annual Dinner at the Washing-
ton Hilton Hotel. The $75 a plate
fundraiser will be followed on
the afternoon of June 1 by the
Annual Meeting of members.

This year's dinner audience
is expected to exceed 1500
guests, the principal address to
be given by Ambassador Salim
Ahmed Salim, President of the
United Nations General Assem-
bly and Permanent Representa-
tive to the United Nations from
the United Republic of Tanzania.
Ambassador Salim’'s speech will
focus on the growing cooperative
relationship between Africa and
Afro-America.

The gathering to include a

large number of diplomats from

Africa and the Carribbean will be
entertained by Jean Carn. Miss
Carn, a rising vocal artist, will be
returning home to her native
Washington to perform.

The following day at noon,
Board Chairman Richard Hat-
cher will convene at the Hilton,
the annual meeting of members.
Slated are Board of Directors
elections and a series of policy
resolutions on United States
policy toward Africa and the
Caribbean.

It is anticipated that much of

the discussion will revolve
around two issues: U.S. relations
with South Africa and the gen-
eral U.S. response to economic
development efforts in Africa
and the Caribbean.

His Excellency Salim Ahmed Salim
“Now that Zimbabwe is in-

pressure on the Administration
to apply comprehensive sanc-
tions against South Africa" said
Randall Robinson, Executive
Director, to a group of
Washington journalists recently.
Mr. Robinson had earlier in-
dicated that the issue of U.S.
economic relations with Africa
shared top priority with the
South Africa question.

SALIM AHMED SALIM

Since February 1970 Salim
Ahmed Salim, 38, has served as

the Ambassador from Tanzania
to the United Nations. Before
coming to New York, Ambas-
sador Salim represented his
country in Egypt, India, the Peo-
ple's Republic of China and the
Democratic Republic of Korea.
His current presidency of the
thirty-fourth session of the
United Nations General Assem-
bly began in September 1979.

Ambassador Salim, born in
Zanzibar, was trained at
Lumumba College (Zanzibar),
University of Delhi (India), and
Columbia University, School of
International Affairs. A youthful
participant in his nation's strug-
gle for independence from Great
Britain, he served as founder
and First Vice President of the

—dependentwe mustincrease the —Zanzibar Students Union and

Secretary General of the Zan-
zibar Youth Movement.

During his ten year tour of
duty at the United Nations, Am-
bassador Salim has distin-
guished himself most notably for
his work as Chairman of the
United Nations Special Commit-
tee on the Situation with Regard
to the Implementation of the
Declaration of the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Coun-
tries and Peoples (Special Com-
mittee of 24).




AFRICA COULD FACE ECONOMIC DISASTER IN THE 1980s

Transition to a new decade
has occasioned a good deal of
reappraisal of the first twenty
years of African independence
and prognostication about the
future. The emergence of a gen-
uinely free Zimbabwe, the
return to civilian rule and the
demise of autocrats in several
countries all spark optimism
that political freedom and
popular participation will ad-
vance during the next decade.
But, Africa confronts a serious
economic crisis in the economic
domain and can do little about it
on its own. Yet, fundamental
changes will have to occur if the
deepening economic crises are
not to undo the considerable
political progress that has been
and is being made on the con-
tinent. There are important im-
plications for the friends of
Africa in the U.S. and else-
where.

The recent comprehensive
United MNations study of The
Future of the World Economy
concluded that Africa, along
with other parts of the develop-
ing world, cannot even begin
in this century to narrow the
income disparity with the in-
dustrialized countries by con-
tinuing the present course. The
report concluded that only with
fundamental changes in the
amount of domestic invest-
ment, changes in tax policies,
income distribution patterns,
changes in the prices received
for the products of developing
areas, considerable industri-

alization, substantial expansion
of agriculture, and massive
increases in international
economic assistance, could the
developing areas achieve ac-
celerated growth.

Overall growth rates for the
developing world will have to
reach nearly 3.5% for GDP per
capita, whereas throughout the
last decade they have averaged
only about .2% in Africa. The
World Bank has estimated that
with present and foreseeable
trends during the 1980s
Africa's per capita GNP growth
will not surpass 1% per year.

In the crucial area of
agricultural expansion, Africa
will have to achieve an annual
level of expansion of about 5%
or 4.3 fold increase in the next
thirty years, whereas in the
past decade it has been stag-
nant in many places, and the
continent is headed toward a
15 million ton grain deficit by
the year 1985.

Industrial expansion will
have to be around 7%, against
the stagnation outside the
petroleum and extraction in-
dustries that has characterized
Africa during the last decade.

International economic
assistance to Africa would have
to increase from its present
level of about $3b a vear to
around $17b, and the U.S.
share from its present level of
under $500 million to about $4b
or nearly eight to ten times as
much. Nothing in the present

political scene in the United
States suggests this will hap-
pen.

The African states will also
have to change their pattern of
indebtedness. Already the sub-
Saharan states have built up a
debt burden of about $30b.
Everyone expects Zaire, with its
$4b of debt to have problems,
but Ivory Coast has nearly as
much, and Zambia _half as
much. Ghana has over a §b in
foreign debt. By the year 2000
half the export earnings of
Africa will go into just meeting
the interest charges on this
debt.

The level of suppression
and exploitation of the working
and productive portion of the
African population that will
have to occur to meet these
burdens and support the
governments and their ruling
elites will be very high indeed.
Itis hard to imagine anyone tru-
ly concerned about the plight of
the general African population
finding such conditions accept-
able. For them to be avoided or
for them to change will require
drastic changes in the interna-
tional economic order, in the
levels and types of economic
assistance rendered, and in the
internal African political and
social structures. The real
African revolution may only be
beginning.

Willard R. Johnson
Chairman
Policy Committee




RECENT EVENTS

In response to an invitation from ZANU-PF, Randall Robinson, Ex-
ecutive Director, attended the Zimbabwe independence celebration
in Salisbury, Zimbabwe Apnil 18-19.

Under the sponsorship of Mayor Coleman Young and Marc Stepp.
some 300 Detroiters attended a TransAfrica fundraiser on March 9
at Detroit's Pyramid Gallery. Speakers were State Semator Julian
Bond, Congressman John Comyers, Rosa Parks and Ambassador
Bias Mookodi of Botswana A preevent breakfast was hosted by
Catherine Blackwell, TransAfrica organizer Margaret Baylor coor
dinated the program.

On April 13, Mayor Thomas Bradley hosted a $50 2 plate luncheon
for TransAfrica in-Los Angeles. 400 people tuined oul 1o hear-Am-
bassador Andrew Young speak. Television sporiscaster Bryant
Gumbel served as master of ceremonies.

Policy Committee Chairman Willard Johnson recently submitted to
the House of Representatives testimony in support of H.R. 6811.
"A bill to provide for increased United States participation in the
International Development Association, to provide for United States
participation in the African Development Bank, efc”

On April 6, TransAfrica joined Howard University and the Embassy
of Senegal to host a reception for President Leopold Senghor of
Senegal on the occasion of the closing of The Exhibition of Contem-

porary Art of Senegal,

Under the management of voluntesr staffers, Sebron Humphrey,
Donna Walker, Felipe Moguera and William Tutman, a pressure
delivery system is being organized in the 153 Congressional
districts across the country in which blacks compnse at least 10%
of the electorate. Under the new system. hundreds of letters to

Congress have been generated in support of sanctions against

South Africa and in opposition to U5 arms sales to Morocco.

From Rhodesia to Zimbabwe

At 12 g'clock midnight on April 1B in Salisbury's Rufaro Stadium, the
British Linion Jack was lowered and in its piace was raised the flag of the
new nation of Zimbabwe. Affer six bloody years of war betwesn the Patmotic
Front and the iiegal Smith/ Muzorewa regime, limbabwe had achieved in-
depandence on the sirength of Brirsh supervised alections which broaght
Prime Minister Robert Mugabe, President of JANU-PF, to power by 2 land-
shide margin.

The Rhodewan Gensral Election of 1980 was & seminal evenl To assess
the farness of thal slacton, 2 delegation of Independent American
ohusrvers including 2 representaties of TramsAfneca 2nd the NAACP . Cynthiz
Cannady, wuted Rhodesiz from Februgry 14 to Masch 1. The group traveled
exfensively throughoo! the countryude infernewing villagers, socizl workers,
missionaries soldiers, candidates and party oeganuzers. The group filed their
report before the resuits of the elaction were known Excerpis from the
group’s report follow:

___"Before listing problems connected with the political campaigning we
want to mention some positive elements

{1} Adverising space in newspapers and on telension and radip seemed to
be equally available 1o all parties.

(2) The level of viplence dunng the three days of balloting was down
significantly from the period of campaigning. Even the campaign period saw
& decregse in thae fevel of violence due to the ceasefire. There were approx-
imately 350 deaths or an average of 5 deaths per day during the campaign. If
deaths had continued at the same rate ad before the ceaselire, there would
have bieen 3500 deaths in the last two months.

(3) A beginning was made in the last week toward the integration of the
government lorces with the Patriotic Frant guerilla forces.

(4) It was heartening that more than 93 percent of the potential voters cast
their ballots. Obviously Zimbabwe Is a well-politicized country. Thers is a
sense of involvement by the people that should auger well for the future of
the country.

"Despite these positive developments, other lactors have militated
against free and far elechons

{1} The deployment of suxilary troops numbering about 26,000 to policing
duties particularly in the Inbal trest lands These froops loyal th the United
African Mational Council of Bishop Abel Murorewa were not confined to the
deugnated sysembly powits 25 were the Patnobic Fromt and the ZANULPF
freces Tharsfors they ployed 3o actve role in miimidating peanis in supnart
the UANC, and dscouragng them liom sopporting other parties

ACTION ALERTS

Write, call and arrange 2 meeting with your Congressman and Senator and tell

them that:

o The United States should taTe measures to sever all economic, cultural and diplomatic

relations with the Republic of South Awica

& The LL.S. should increase its overall level of foreign assistance to Africa and the Carib-

" bean to $5 billion

NOTE: Please respond immediately. A vigorous response from black American can and
will mean the difference between victory and defeat. Let us know your representative's

response so thal we can follow up in Washington,

feontinued on page 4
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(continued from page 3)

{2) The overwhelming military preseace in
Rhodesia fostered fear and a constant semse of
intimidation among the people. During the last
two weeks of the campaign, for example, there
wis 2 poveroment call-up which put an addi-
tional 96,000 reservists in uniform.

(3) Secret baliots do not necessarily affect in-
timidaton that 5 intended to kinder campagn-
ng.

(4) The media was biased agamst the Patrighc
Fromt and the ZANU-PF Radw, telewrsion and the
daily press comstantly shinted the news in such 2
way 25 to accue (he two parties associated with
the guenila struggie of any violence which oc-
curred without offering proof.

(5) Only a small percentage of the refugess in
the neighboring countries of Zambia and Mazam-
bique were returned to Rhodesia in bime to wolz.
The Larpest number of refugees were in Monm-
bique, where only about 7 percent were retuimed
by Febroary 27. Since lhesa people were sym-
pathetic to ZANU-PF and the Patriotic Front. the
candidates of these two parties lost in the
neighbarhood of 100,000 votes.

"In making its obseivations of the election,
the delegation particularly tried to examing the
extent to which Iree campaigning by the parties
and the free choice of the voters may have been
interferad with throughoul the country. The
follawing incidents which the group witnessed or
which were reported to it, give a valid picture of
intimidation of voters and illegal campaigning:
» i young socisl worker at a Catholic mission in
Sinpia told us that he was present at 2 ZANU-PF
rally in Siplolilo on February Znd. A permit had
been given to hold the rally, but a group of aux-
ilianies, ditputing the authority for the rally, shat
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Tribal Trust Land told us that the auxiliaries had
told them that, since the ‘boys' were gone, they
(the villagers) had no one left and had to do as
they were told.

= (n February 17 three members of our delega-

tion and a journalist were interviewing residents
of villages and a school in Chiota Tribal Trust

away) for more questioning. At around 530 pm.

we and the ZANU-PF officials were raleased
without charges. This incident was reported to
the office of the Governor but we did not receive
@ response,

® |n the early morning of February 16, about
seven truchs of police and security forces raided
the Mushandira Palmwe Hotel in Highfield
Township oulside of Salisbury where many
JANU-PF oMizials live. The police and army per-
sonnel had ransacked several rooms, stolen 1000
Rhodesian dollars of campaign funds and ar-
rested 5 ZANU-PF supporters without charges.
We saw the ransacked rooms and interviewed
several witnesses.

* On February 25 at 2:00 a.m. the same hotel
was again raided by B0 to 100 policemen who
amested 35 persons. Accoiding to one of those
arested, police stormed in with weapons drawn,
hit doors with truncheons, lined up the residents
downsteirs ang searched the rooms of the hotel
for one hour, Thres persons were bitten by dogs,
one wengutly, The arrests were later explsined a3

tacked o a tree with a sign
"longwe s dead’ (the rooster is dead). The two
men remaingd in detention for that day and part
of the next so that they were unable to fulfill
their duties as polling agents.”

Iliegal Campaigning by Rhodesian Military

» "In early February, Rhodesian government
DC-3's were sighted air-dropping. UANC pam-
phiets over Chiweshe Tribal Trust Land. The issue
was raised with the Governor who deplored the
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practice and order an immediate end o it On
February 26, il was reporied at the daily press
briefing that the practice was continuing. The
Governor's spokesman again deplored the prac-
tice. Gowernment aircralt hawe also been ob-
served dropping campargn literature i Ford Vic-
tor and Gotu.

» At Beregina Mission in Victosia province,
Secunty Forces distrbuted leafiets attacking
black governments “to the North™ and inshuched
the people not o vote for the “Marxst party ™

irty Tricks: Efforts to Discredit

and the Patriotic Front
® "|n mid-Febivary, Salsbory was roched by 2
senies of eapledions and one atempted bombing
The first occured =t 8:40 in 2 car in Harare
Township. Then another bomb explodad near an
Anghcan church. It appeared 1o hawe been an ac-
cidental detomation of an expiosve tramsporied
in the car. Two passéngers, who were kilied in
the blast, were later uncontrovertably identified
a5 Selous Scouts Two hours after the Harare
blast, a bomb exploded in a church in the white
Salishury suburh of Boorowdale Twa minutes
alter that explosion, a massive explosion wrecked

'@ Presbytesian Church downlown. The next

marning, February 15 at 6:00 am. a briefcase
containing an undetonated explosive device was
found in the Catholic Cathedral. On the brigfcase
was inscribed 'Pambere ne Mugabe® (Forward
with Mugabe').

This series ol evenls was atiributed by a
UANC spokesman lo 'terrorists’, reasoning that
churches are ‘anathema to Marust-communism’.
A Rhodesian Front spokesman aftributed the at-
tachs to ‘those people who follow the anti-Christ
dictates of Marxsm’,
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Ihe
speculation that the bombing was part of 2 "dirty

Editors Note: Two days after this
excerpted report was refeased the
averwhelming victory of ZANU-PF was
announced, In view of the above, it
was indeed a remarkable result.
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