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During his len year tour 01
duty althe United Nations, Am·
bassador Salim has distin·
guished himself most notably lor
his work as Chairman 01 the
United Nations Special Commit­
tee on the Situation with Regard
to the Implementation of the
Declaration of the Granting 01
Independence to Colonial Coun·
tries and Peoples (Special Com­
mittee of 24).

the Ambassador Irom Tanzania
to the United Nations. Belore
coming to New York, Ambas·
sador Salim represented his
country in Egypt, India, the Peo­
ple's Republic 01 China and the
Democratic Republic 01 Korea.
His current presidency 01 the
thirty-fourth session 01 the
United Nations General Assem·
bly began in september 1979.

the discussion will revolve
around two issues: U.S relations
with South Africa and the gen·
eral U.S. response 10 economic
development efforts in Alrica
and the Caribbean.

SALIM AHMED SALIM
Since February 1970 Salim

Ahmed Salim, 38, has served as

On the evening of May 31,
TransAfrica will host its Third
Annual Dinner at the Washing·
ton Hilton Hotel. The $75 a plate
fundraiser will be followed on
the afternoon of June 1 by the
Annual Meeting 01 members.

This year's dinner audience
is expected to exceed 1500
guests, the principal address to
be given by Ambassador Salim
Ahmed Salim, President of the
United Nations General Assem· Ambassador Salim, born in
bly and Permanent Representa- Zanzibar. was trained at
tive to the United Nations Irom lumumba College (Zanzibar),
the United Republic of Tam:ania. University of Delhi (India), and
Ambassador Salim's speech will Columbia University, SChool of
focus on the growing cooperative International Affairs. A youthful
relationship between Alrica and participant In his nation's strug·
Aka-America. His Excellenc, Salim Abmed Salim gle for independence Irom Great

Britain, he served as lounder
The gathering to include a "Now that Zimbabwe is in· and First Vice President 01 the

large number of diplomats from~"d,.",._n'd.en",twe must increaSC! the-Zanzlbar Students Union and
Alrica and the Carribbean will be pressure on the Administration secretary General of the Zan.
entertained by Jean Carn. Miss to apply comprehensive sane· zibar Youth Movement.
Carn, a rising vocal artist, will be tions against South Aklca" said
returning home to her native Randall Robinson, Executive
Washington to perform. Director, to a group of

The following day at noon, Washington journalists recently,
Board Chairman Richard Hat· Mr. Robinson had earlier in·
cher wilt convene al the Hilton, dicated that the issue of U.S.
t:I1e annual meeting of members. economic relations with Africa
Slated are Board 01 Directors shared top priority with the
elections and a series 01 policy South Africa Question.
resolutions on United States
policy toward Alrica and the
Caribbean.

It is anticipated that much of
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AFRICA COULD FACE ECONOMIC DISASTER IN THE 19805
Transition to a new decade

has occasioned a good deal 01
reappraisal of the first twenty
years of African independence
and prognostication about Ihe
future. The emergence of a gen·
uinely free Zimbabwe, the
return to civilian rule and the
demise 01 autocrats in several
countries all spark optimism
that political freedom and
popular participation will <Id·
vance dUring lhe next decade.
But. Africa confronts a seriouS
economic crisis in the economic
domain and can do little about it
on its own. Ye\, fundamental
changes will have to occur if the
deepening economic crises are
not to undo the considerable
political progress that has been
and is being made on the con­
tinent. There are important im­
plications for the friends of
Africa in the U.S. and else­
where.

The recent comprehensive
United Nations study of The
Future of the World Economy
concluded that Africa, along
With other parts of the develop·
ing world, cannot even begin
in this century to narrow the
income disparity with the in·
dustrialized countries by con·
tinulllg the present course. The
report concluded that only wilh
fundamental changes III the
amount of domestic invest·
ment, changes in tax policies,
income distribution patterns,
changes in the prices received
for the products of developing
areas, considerable industri·

alizalion. substantial expansion
of agriculture, and massive
increases in internallonal
e<:onomic assistance, could the
developing areas achieve ac­
celerated growth.

Overall growth rates for the
developing world will have to
reach nearly 3.5% for GOP per
capita, whereas throughout the
last decade they have averaged
only aboul .2% io. Africa. The
World Bank has estimaled that
wilh present and foreseeable
trends during the 1980s
Africa's per capita GNP growth
will not surpass 1% per year.

In the crucial area of
agricultural expansion, Africa
will have to achieve an annual
level of expansion of about 5%
or 4.3 fold increase in the next
thirty years, whereas in the
past decade it has been stag·
nant in many places, and the
continent is headed toward a
15 million Ion grain deficit by
the year 1985.

Industrial expansion will
have to be around 7%, against
the stagnation outSide the
petroleum and extraction in·
dustries that has characterized
Africa during the last decade.

International economic
assistance to Africa would have
to increase from its present
level of about S3b a year to
around 517b, and the U.S.
share from ils present level of
under 5500 million 10 about 54b
or nearly eight to ten times as
much. Nothing in the present

political scene in the United
States suggests this will hap­
pen.

The African states will also
have to change their pattern of
indebtedness. Already the sub·
Saharan states have built up a
debt burden of about 530b.
Everyone expects Zaire, with Its
S4b of debt to have problems.
but Ivory Coast has nearly as
much, and Zambia JJ.a1f as
much. Ghana has over a Sb in
foreign debt. By the year 2000
half the export earnlllgs of
Africa will go into Just meeting
the interest charges on this
debt.

The level of suppression
and exploitation of the working
and productive portIon of the
African population that will
have to occur to meet these
burdens and support the
governments and their ruling
elites will be very high indeed.
II is hard to imagine anyone tru·
Iy concerned about the plight of
the general African population
finding such conditions accept·

-able. For them1\:) be-avoided or
for Ihem to change will reQuire
drastic changes in the interna·
tional economic order. in the
(evels and types of economic
assistance rendered, and in the
infernal African political and
social strucfures. The real
African revolution may only be
beginning.

Willard R. Johnson
Chairman
Policy Committee



RECENT EVENTS From Rhodesia to Zimbabwe
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