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(A weekly report filed by the Lawyers' Committee for Civil
Rights Socuthern Africa Project Staff in Namibia.)

Gaparal Commenis: The mood in Windhoek appears
hcpoful but decidedly skeptical. UNTAG seems: to have recovared
some poise since the implementation ¢of Res. 435 began on April
1st. The military component is now reportedly at full.strength,
although it remains handicapped by a shortage of vehicles and
communications equipment. It was raported in the press that U.N&
Secretary General Persz de Cuellar was considering several
courses of action in an attempt to quell criticism of UNTAG: 1) a
perscnal inspection in June; 2) doubling the number of police
monitors from 500 to 1,000; 3) appointing an African deputy under
Mr. Ahtisaari; and 4) establishing a committse of dipleomats to
congult about UNTAG policy decisions.

Conditions in the north are still very tense. Reports of
intimidation, primarily by the Socuth African Security Forces,
including Koeveoet, persist. An urgent 2pplication was filed in
the Windhoek Supreme Court by residents of the neorth, including
Anglican Bishop KRauluma, Lutheran Bishcp Dumeni, and Rcman
Catholic Bishop Haushiku, for an intardict restraining the 101
Battalion from harassing and/or interfering with the rights of
residents to freedom of expression, assembly and association.
UNTAG announced that, just in the Oshakati area alone, it was
"investigating®” over 80 reported incidents of intimidaticn,
assault and misconduct by the: South African police and officials
of political parties.

2. Repeal of Discriminatory Laws: Under Res. 435, dis-
criminatory laws in Namibia were scheduled to be repealed as of
May 15, 1/989. However, there arxe reports that the Special
' Representative (SR) and the Administrator-General (AG) disagree
about the manner in which these laws should be repealed.
Specifically, UNTAG wants the AG to issue a general proclamation,
repealing all discriminatory lawe in Namibia, including but not
limited to an, initial list which can later be supplemented, The



AY, nowever, wants to lssue one Jerinlitive list. Wegotlations
aver this issue continuae.

3. AC. 81 On May 3§, 1989, the AC issued Proglamation
No. AG.8 of 1589, subtitled the "Transfer of Powars of
Representative Authorities to the Administrator-General." The
parent of the current Proclamation, e.g. AG.8 of 1980, divided
Namibia's population into 11 ethnic groups governed by their own
individual "representative authorities.” The new AG.8 transfers
power formerly invested in these ethnic authorities to the Ad-
ministrator-Genaral. Under the law, all the represectative
authorities (who, in fact, left office just prior te April 1),
are officially enjoined to terminate their services and vacate
their offices, retroactive to April 1, 1989.

From a purely practical standpoint, the transfer of ad-
ministrative power from the ethnic authorities to the AG eradi-
catad overlapping systems and may even be seen as clsarly placing
administrative control during the <transition period into the
hands of the AC as (arguably) required by Res. 435. Howaver, by
transferring power to the AG, while leaving the underlying
structure intact, AG.8 of 1989 dces not do away with the grand

policy of ethnically dividing Namibia's population but
instead further entrenches it. “

Lecal °cobservers have pointed out that the full weight of
‘ oppression in the ethnic homelands was diffused
somewhat because Socuth Africa had to rely on incompetent local
leaders. The new law, however, will entrust the governance of
the bantustans to whits South African secretaries who are
controlled by and answer dirsctly to the AG, South Africa's
colonial governor in Namibia. Thus, under the new AG.8, the
homelands not only remain fully intact, but Scuth Africa's direct
power over them has been consclidated. Thus far, UNTAG has made
no official comment on the passage of AG.S8.

4. Intimidation: _Although both UNTAG and South African
officials wera reporting that conditions in Namibia were "calm,"
various ascurcas, .including the Human Rights Centre, church
officials and the local media, have continued to report incidents
of intimidation directed against the population, largely by the
South African Security Forces and, to a lesser extent, by
supporters of the Democratic Turnhalla Alliance party. According
to the Namibia 'Communications Centre, Xoavocat attacks on civ-
ilians have been reported to the United Nations officials on a
daily basis, ith "no perceived results."” U.N. spokesperson
Cedric Thornberry announced on May 17th that the U.N. was
investigating scores of reports of ilntimidation.

Most of the incidents involved students, teachers and
attendants in ‘“cuca" ‘'shops (small local pubs/grocery stores)
being assaulted, threastened or arrested, usually for displaying
SWAPO colors on their persons or elsewhers and for expressing
‘support for SWAPO either verbally or/ by giving the SWAPO power



salute. Residents were also being rounded up and irterrcgated
about the possible presence of SWAPO combatants in their area,
Most of the secondary schools in northern Namibia were closed on
May 18th as students protested against continued South African
army and Koevoet attacks on c¢ivilians. The students demanded
that Koevocet members be removed from the police forces and that
U.N. troops accompany South West African Pelice at all times.

Although incidents of intimidation occur mainly in the
nerth, e.g. Ovamboland and Kavangocland, incidents seem to be
increasing in the south, in Khorixas and Gobabis, <for example,
wherea UNTAG's presence is virtually non-axistent.

On Sunday, May 7th, Namibian freelance journalist and
photographer John Lisbenberg and fellow journalist Heidl von
Egidi were targets of an assassination attempt as they responded
tc an anonymous tip concerning an alleged bomb explosion in
Katutura, Windhoek's black township. Tkere was, in fact, no bemb
explosion. Unknown assailants in a speeding car fired several
shots, 3 of which hit the journalists' vehicle. cCharges of
attempted murder were filed with the polica. The murder attempt
was the latest in a series of shootings aimed at reporters,
prompting the Foreign Correspondents' Associaticen to request a
-‘“prompt investigation" by UNTAG and SOutn African officials.

5. Repatriation: According to the fimetaple set out
under Res. 435, the planned repatriation o¢f an estimated 58,00C
Namibian exiles and refugees was schedulad to begin May lsth
Howevar, UNHCR and the Council of Churches in Namibia's 3Rs
Committee, which are coordinating the process, annouaced that the .
start is being delayed because of the inability of the AG and
UNTAG to agree on the repeal of discriminatory legislation and
the issuance of a general amnesty proclamation. Prior actiocn on
both issues is necessary in order to avoid the possibility of
victimization of Namibian reaturnees by arrest and/or prosecution.
Accordingly, the commencement of the repatriation process may be
postponed to May 29. ; _

6. External crificism of UNTAG: Zimbabwean president
Robert Mugabe, head of the Non-aligned Movement, criticized the
United Nations Security Council for its decision %o cut U.N.
monitoring forces in Namibia, and for UNTAG's slow start and its
decision to allow the South African forces tc pursue SWAPO
guerrillas. Mugabe called ' on the Security Council to send more
U.N. troops to Namibia.

7. SWARO withdrawal pegotiations: In talks among South
Africa, Cuba and Angola which began on May 15, South Africa is
damnnding the right to place monitoring teams in Angola to track
the movements of SWAPO thare. Socuth Africa alleges that SWAFO

soldiers continue to operate within a <few miles of the Namibian
‘hordar . !
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