THE WASHINGTON OFFICE ON AFRICA

110 MARYLAND AVENUE. N.E.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20002
(202) 546-7961

June 28, 1979

President Jimmy Carter
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Carter,

~ We welcomed your decision to retain Rhodesian sanctions, but the
news that you may meet with Bishop Muzorewa is disturbing. Bishop
Muzorewa is coming to the United States at the invitation of Senator
Jesse Helms to lobby the Congress to lift sanctions against Rhodesia.
It would be ironic indeed for you to give assistance to a publicity
tour which is geared toward undercutting your decision to retain the
sanctions by granting a meeting to Bishop Muzorewa..

We urge you to be consistent with your prior determination and
to refrain from any acts which might lend recognition and credibility
to the Salisbury regime. You yourself has already concluded that
this regime was installed in power by elections which were neither
free nor fair. The government in Rhodesia is therefore still il-
legal. A meeting with the Bishop at this time would raise serious
doubts about the sincerity of your decision and would damage your
Administration's efforts to achieve genuine majority rule which does
not exclude the Patriotic Front.

A meeting with Bishop Muzorewa would be a victory for one side
in the present conflict and would signal the whole world that the
United States is prepared to align itself with white racism. It
would have the same negative impact on American interests which you
so correctly perceived in your statement of June 7th in connection
with the lifting of sanctions.

Rather than meet with Bishop Muzorewa, we recommend that the
United States protest strongly against the continued raids into
Zambia and Mozambique since the election and warn £he Salisbury re-
gime that the international community will not tolerate such wanton
acts of aggression. Stopping these attacks would be a far greater
witness to peace than receiving the person who is responsible for
ordering them.

Sincerely,

S e \<UC~4LWUJ f
Edgér Lockwood
{(Executive Director
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