
ACTIO

TO Members of the Coalition for the Liber tion of Southern Africa

FROM: Carole Col1ans, eLSA Coordinator

RE . : Situation in South P~rica - Massive bannings of black 811d ~)':::..er p.rot€:Jt g .. u~ps

DATE: October 20, 1977

Inform tien on bannings: On October 19, the South·Afric n gov~~'ITm ~~ c'ack~d d~M_ 0.

a broad range of black nd liberal white protest group~.· Accordi"':e to t::~ ~~~~"~ ._. ~~~~: t.t..irr,_~

article of October 20, over 50 individuals l-lere arrested, 1!lBi.ly itl ple-da;>'~n raid.;) ':':1 -
South African security police. An unk.nown number of eople ~lere ~er'\l~d ~-;it:~ , . l<·l:~::.,

.orders barring all political activity or public speaking. At Ie c··..; 6 _!~:r:"h:"'~~~ c·: t;_e
Soweto-based Committee of Ten were arrested, as 'tl1ell as Percy ;)CJ~zCJ, r~ditt.r )£
The World, the 2nd largest SA daily (130,C~O circula' iO ..1 and t:.-;; :in:' ,;1e '-;L\<:j~',~

newspaper. Qoboz8 was arrested 10 minutes before a c:!cheduL~d . _··'1~ cOl:f ~4~'\"'.:'~ ~':~~.:t'e

he was going to respond publicly to the closing £ the nel\] .~ap~r.r:>nald ~·;:a' 3, (j

white editor and frl.end of Stephen Biko, was BI:re ted at the a:rpc';:t .a~.. l:c .. ,~:; 8h"":O:."i·~

to depart for a U. S. speaking tour at the invitation (acco"'diL':C to di ~.CT '~Sj of
the U.S. Ambassador to SA, l-Jilliam BawdIer. During this t~jr, ~'Joo~n ·~o ::i:,.ci':-·j to
meet with Sec. of State Vance nd Andy Young.

Banned .organizations include not only political Bf=il iat·~s c': '~.::.. ~ p' act: C~'·"£Cl.C~:':_J~SG

movement but also blaclt self-help projects like lo~k CD~:c·':~ity L :&..'ogrc.;.:~·, ':-i~~.:r~c ..... d :..
by business .groups, which ran ~ network of medical clinics. A1.s~ "/ ::': ..#r:'! "':i~-:~ t~~J.?

South African Students Organization, South African St~d·er:.tG ·~o ~~;:.e:r'~,. ~. ~e r~a'{"0_~

Students Representat ive Council, the SCYt'1eto Teach~rs Act~~;_:n CocrJitt~.~ f ~·.~;·L·.'" h'.· '. 0' ~y.~ ': i :-',~t c
the recent high, school teachers' mass resign.atinns last,- r.:lOnt 1lj 1.1-:1'1 tLc :"~1 r: L ' Peon ~ ~ s
Convention (an umbt'el1a organization of other black orga~...izatfo~!)·:. :-.\ ..t:;~ _~:1~~:.3 ",·"(...8

the Christian Institute of South Africa and its leeder, .;,,".ev.~ l"!,_.~~e:r~ '/',~'~Qe (~'J.:;-
duled to tour the U. S. in the com:i~ng weeks). Tne In. tttcte' h d tc..:~.:1 'a ~ _ro....i pc~ 1..-
tion opposing U S. inve~tm~nts in South Africa.

-OVer' 60 white stUdents, from the tvitwatersrand Unive'ro:tty in J~i'-Ul ..~~. bu·~g ;·?c::. I

X"rested in confrontation with police as they marched on.a i~id ···mJ~ p ....~ ... 0:C£ice .
to di p tch a telegram of\ protest.

J1. s. -government response : Quick but tnot stro.. -. eno~J":.h

The Carter Administration immedtate'ly issued 8 statement -:l pr~ :':-.S ~·::~,a: .. i'i~ ~'" "'..; ~. decp17
disturbed" at the actions of the So.African govern:nent nod ~ha+- tl.e:~,_ a':~=-o~'::J "{} '''lId
h ve implications for future US-SA relations. H~Never, . i~ t:le P~3t?-. i~: :,.~/:> :;tct ~·'-4··l""

'ed to t ke ny substantive or concrete steps to end all US S07Crtlt. .~n~ £lnd '~._.1.•. ora-::e· ..
complicity with the white minority regime. in South Afric~.

~fuat we can do; demands to make on our governmect
,In <ii cus ions w(ith Coalition members 'around the country, it see~·~ th::.:.J f~1v~.·ld he -::~~e

in t.hrust of immediate public r~sponse by individ Llals Blld orgr nizati.o~ t~' ;.:1.~

itu tion in South Africa.'

"In reI tion, to the Carter Administration, we should dCll~n1: ; '"
* n !mmediate break in diplomatic ties with· the .So~th -Af ic rl gC~1~:rr:0£)'t.; rec 11

the' U. S•.Ambass~d~r ' .,.' ~.j

,* US government support for the imposition of U.11. sanctions ga-inst Sc:!th Africa
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I tion to the u.s. Congress. we should d ~nd:

n i ediate end to all nuclear cooperation with ~he South African government;

* n i edi te nd effective arms embsrge (snd an end to So. Afric n access to NATO
info~tion sy terns and other areas of cooperation);

--* An end to Expor~-Import Bank financing of corporate investments in So.Afr~c ;

An' nd to all t x credits for c,?rporations, doing business or investing in So.Africa.

C ordin ted'demonstrations
De on tr tiona will· be most effective while this issue is still high ~ media exposure.
Thu , I m, suggesting, where feasible, that groups coordinate demonstrations for on or
,'r und O~t her 29 and the following'week, to protest, the actions of the South African

, govern ent nd push the demands above.
\

Wh t" happening elswehere (very sketchy):
In New York, groups ~re stressing the demands for a break in diplomatic relations nd
the imposition of UN sanctions against South Africa. A special session of the UN
will pe held Tuesday, October 25, pushing for this. A meeting of bi ck churchpeople

,1s. being held,Friday, Oct. 21, to make a response. ACOA is circulating a 2 paragraph
~ tement for endorsement by individuals· and organizations.

'In Washington, DC, The Washington Office on Africa is, working with the Coalition for
~e -Foreign and Military Policy to get 8 lot of signatures behind a statement of
,.c0tl:demna'·tion and advancing the four demands, on Congress J. isted above.

" ,In P1?-i~8delphia ,8 d Seat Ie, plans are moving ahead for demonstrations on October 29th.

Pie'se c ,. unicate with the national office on what plans are develooing in your area.

A luta continua .•• A Vitoria e Certa!

C8role Collins, eLSA
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