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This edition of our newsletter is devoted mainly 
to two topics of interest. In early February, the U.S. 
government granted political asylum to Dominic Holzhaus, a 
South African draft resister now residing in New York City. 
SNlRAF has supported Dominic's case since his initial 
application two years ago, and has put pressure on this 
reactionary administration to grant him political asylum. 
The decision to grant Dominic asylum has resulted in some 
interesting follow-up, including evoking the wrath of the 
South African regime. Although this decision can hardly be 
seen as a great victory, it strengthens the situation of 
opponents of apartheid seeking refuge in the United States. 
We have included an analysis of Dominic's case. 

We are also paying attention to the issue of white 
resistance in South Africa, with a particular emphasis on 
cultural resistance. There is an element of white youth in 
South Africa that is resisting the status quo, primarily 
through popular music and subculture. LJe believe that this 
questioning element not only has the potential to contribute 
toward the necessary change in South Africa, but is also 
indicative of a constituency that poses a threat to 
apartheid. tJe have included an in-depth article which was 
printed in a U.S. magazine called "Maximum Rock In' Roll", 
printed in Berkeley, California. 

SAFIRAF has been involved in a written debate with 
a local group, the Brooklyn Chapter of New Jewish Agenda on 
the question of Israel and South Africa. NJA responded to 
an article that was printed in News and Notes 18 ,  connecting 
Zionism with white supremacy in South Africa. We hoped to 
include their letter and our response in this newsletter, 
however both articles would be too bulky for this 
newsletter. For those of you who are interested in reading 
the material, it is available from the SAtlRAF office. If 
there is sufficient response, we will go ahead and print 
this debate as a separate document. 

Again, we encourage those of you who find News and 
Notes to be a helpful resource to subscribe. The rate is 
$10 for 6 issues per year. Responses are welcomed. 

GOING UNDER 



COMMIT 
REPRINTED FROM tIAXIt1UM ROCK "N" 
RQLL B e r k e l e y ,  C a l i f o r n i a  -' 

Punk i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a ?  I t  
seemed u n l i k e l y .  

But it e x i s t s .  The movement 
i s  s m a l l  and noo-punks d i s m i s s  i t .  
Bu t  its e x i s t e n c e  is i m p o r t a n t .  
The ou t spoken  p o l i t i c a l  v i ews  
e x p r e s s e d  on t h e  n e x t  p a g e s  a r e  
r a r e .  t l o s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  mus ic  i n  
t h a t  c o u n t r y  seems to  s p e a k  a  s o r t  
o f  code ,  conce rned  o n l y  w i t h  jols 
( p a r t i e s )  and good times. But keep  
i n  mind, t h e  e n t i r e  c o u n t r y  is 
r u l e d  t h r o u g h  f e a r .  

A s  one  Sou th  A f r i c a n  f r i e n d  
w r o t e ,  'There is a  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  
a p a t h y  and d i s i n t e r e s t ,  p e o p l e  a r e  
p a r a n o i d .  Punk was n e v e r  a  r e a l  
p r o t e s t  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  b e c a u s e  
w h i t e s  d i d n ' t  have  much t o  p r o t e s t  
a b o u t  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  u n a f f e c t e d  by 
a p a r t h e i d .  " 

T h i s  ' d i s i n t e r e s t '  is a  
c h i l l i n g  t r i b u t e  t o  a  gove rnmen t ' s  
a b i l i t y  t o  b l i n d  i ts  c i t i z e n s  t o  
t h e  o b v i o u s  th rough  i s o l a t i o n ,  
f e a r ,  and a p p a r e n t  l u x u r y .  

J C ,  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  p i e c e ,  
was t h e  drummer f o r  RIOT SQUAD, a 
now-defunct  punk band which was 
c o u r a g e o u s  enough t o  denounce  t h e  
h y p o c r i s y  t h a t  is Sou th  A f r i c a .  A s  
a n  o b s e r v e r  w r o t e ,  "RIOT SQUAD were 
l u c k y ,  a s  t h e  p o l i c e  d i d  n o t  
u n d e r s t a n d  what t h e y  were on a b o u t ,  
u n t i l  t h e y  were sa fe . '  J C  is now 
l i v i n g  i n  e x i l e  o u t s i d e  o f  Sou th  
A f r i c a  t o  a v o i d  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  
army. 

SOUTR AFRICA - What d o e s  t h a t  
name mean t o  you? Gold? Diamonds? 
Sunsh ine?  C r i c k e t ?  Rugby? 
A p a r t h e i d ?  Y e s ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a  is 
l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  c o u n t r y  - t h e r e  a r e  
t h o s e  t h a t  r u l e  and t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  
r u l e d .  The re  is w e a l t h ,  l u x u r y ,  
and decadence  a l o n g s i d e  p o v e r t y ,  
d e p r i v a t i o n ,  and s t a r v a t i o n .  The re  
a r e  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  e x p l o i t e d  t o  
k e e p  t h e  few i n  l u x u r y  and power. 
T h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  k e p t  i n  i g n o r a n c e  
o f  a  b e t t e r  l i f e ,  s h i e l d e d  from 
t h o s e  t h a t  b e n e f i t  from t h e i r  l a b o r  
by t h e  l i n e s  o f  p o l i c e  and army 
c o n s c r i p t s ,  c a r e f u l l y  bra inwashed 
a t  e v e r y  t u r n ,  n e v e r  g i v e n  a n y  room 
f o r  d o u b t  o r  humani ty  - r u t h l e s s l y  
t u r n e d  i n t o  k i l l e r s  and h a t e r s .  

Yes, Sou th  A f r i c a  is l i k e  many 
o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  o n l y  o n e  d i f f e r e n c e  
e x i s t s  t h e r e .  I t  is t h e  
p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e n t a l i t y  o f  
t h e  c o l o n i z e r ,  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t ,  t h e  
d o c t r i n e  which became a  p o l i t i c a l  
mania under  Hi t l e r  and h i s  
f o l l o w e r s ,  t h e  myth o f  t h e  m a s t e r  
r a c e  and t h e  i n h e r e n t  g e n e t i c  
i n f e r i o r i t y  o f  ' co lored '  peop le .  
I t  is t h a t  one  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  
makes t h e  Sou th  A f r i c a n  regime s o  
a b h o r e n t  and t h e  f o c u s  o f  s o  much 
a t t e n t i o n .  

I remember my p a r e n t s  t e l l i n g  
m e  once  how, when t h e y  had come t o  
S o u t h  A f r i c a  a s  t e e n a g e r s  f o r t y  
y e a r s  ago ,  t h e  c o u n t r y  was a  
" p a r a d i s e  on e a r t h n  b u t  had s l o w l y  
gone d o w n h i l l  o v e r  the  y e a r s  
b e c a u s e  t h o s e  b loody  b l a c k s  were 
n e v e r  s a t i s f i e d ,  and c o n t i n u a l l y  
wanted more and more. Don' t  t h e y  
know when t h e y ' r e  w e l l  o f f ?  

Yes, it is s i c k  I know, b u t  
t h a t  is t h e  l e g a c y  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  
t h e  t w i s t e d  d i s t o r t e d  minds  o f  
g e n e r a t i o n s  b r o u g h t  up  and e d u c a t e d  
i n  s u c h  a  sys t em.  The w h i t e s  - t h e  
m a s t e r s  - e d u c a t e d  t o  be  b o s s ,  t h e  
r u l e r ,  w i t h  e a s y  a c c e s s  to  t h e  
w e a l t h  o f  t h e  l a n d  - t h e  
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  r a p e  o f  a  b e a u t i f u l  
c o u n t r y  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  g r e e d  o f  t h e  
few. And t h e  b l a c k s  - t h e  s l a v e s  - 
un- or unde reduca ted  t o  keep  them 
i g n o r a n t ;  t h e  f a c e l e s s  f u e l  o f  t h e  
f a c t o r i e s  and mines .  The dog 
thrown t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  bone by i ts 
m a s t e r ,  a  bone l i k e  t h e  
'homelands. " 

S t a t i s t i c  - The w h i t e s ,  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  a b o u t  1 6 %  of  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  have  l a i d  c l a i m  t o  
a b o u t  85% o f  t h e  l a n d ,  t h e  o t h e r  
p a r t  be ing  d i v i d e d  i n t o  " t r i b a l  
homelands" w i t h  e a c h  b l a c k  t r i b e  
h a v i n g  t h e i r  own p i e c e  o f  l a n d .  I n  
r e a l i t y ,  t h e s e  homelands a r e  no 
more t h a n  l a r g e  s c a l e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
camps/pools  f o r  cheap  l a b o r ,  set i n  
t h e  most d e s o l a t e  and 
unde rdeve loped  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  So f a r ,  f o u r  o f  t h e s e  
homelands have been g i v e n  
" independence ."  A l l  t h i s  means is  
t h a t  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  have been 
made c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  
and been f o r c i b l y  dumped t h e r e .  
Those working i n  Sou th  A f r i c a  
s u d d e n l y  f i n d t h e m s e l v e s  c o n s i d e r e d  
f o r e i g n  m i g r a n t  l a b o r e r s ,  w i t h  t h e  
t h r e a t  o f  d e p o r t a t i o n  hanging o v e r  
t h e i r  h e a d s  i f  t h e y  d a r e  open t h e i r  
mouths i n  d e f i a n c e .  And l o s i n g  
y o u r  l e g a l  r i g h t  t o  work i n  Sou th  
A f r i c a  means s t a r v i n g  i n  your  
r e s e t t l e m e n t  camp/homeland, o r  
i l l e g a l l y  e n t e r i n g  Sou th  A f r i c a  and 
f i n d i n g  work w i t h  an  employer  who 
i s n ' t  f u s s y  a b o u t  whom t h e y  employ. 
Yes, t h e  " F i n a l  S o l u t i o n "  is a l m o s t  
w i t h  u s  a g a i n ,  ( i f  i t ' s  n o t  h e r e  



Modderdam was a  s q u a t t e r  camp 
i n  t h e  Western Cape. The p e o p l e  
t h e r e  had come t o  f i n d  work, and 
d e s p i t e  l a r g e  f i n e s  imposed on  
employers  c a u g h t  u s i n g  i l l e g a l  
l a b o r ,  most d i d  have some work. 
With t h e  t y p i c a l ,  c a r e f u l  p l a n n i n g  
o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e  camp was 
r a i d e d  and d e s t r o y e d  j u s t  a s  w i n t e r  
s e t  i n  1981. Over 1 ,000 p e o p l e  
were a r r e s t e d ,  g i v e n  a mock t r i a l ,  
and r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
nhomelands.m Even t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  
a d m i t t e d  t h a t  most would r e t u r n ,  
b e c a u s e  it was t h a t  o r  s t a r v e .  
"Fun i n  t h e  Sunn was w r i t t e n  a t  
t h a t  t ime .  A n b r a a i v l e i s "  is t h e  
same a s  a  ba rbeque ,  and is a s  much 
a  p a r t  o f  South A f r i c a n  c u l t u r e  a s  
a p a r t h e i d .  A l i n e  i n  a  v a s t  
a d v e r t i s i n g  campaign o f  t h e  t i m e  
went - " b r a a i v l e i s ,  r u g i y ,  sunny 
s k i e s .  and c h e v r o l e t . . .  

B r a a i v l e i s ,  rugby ,  sunny s k i e s ,  and 
swimming p o o l s  
A l a n d  o f  f l o w i n g  m i l k  and money 
noney and power 
The power o f  a  gun and s t i c k  
The power of t h e  f o o l s  
A l a n d  o f  p l e n t y -  h a t e ,  f e a r ,  and 
war  
The master r a c e  must have i t s  
s a c r i f i c e  
But f o r  t o o  many t h e  wounds a r e  
s t i l l  raw. 

B r a a i v l e i s ,  rugby,  sunny s k i e s ,  and 
b i g  b r o t h e r  
The e v e r  p r e s e n t ,  a l l - s e e i n g  e y e  
P l a y i n g  t h e  game o f  i -spy 
P l a y i n g  games w i t h  p e o p l e ' s  l i v e s  
One s t e p  fo rward ,  two s t e p s  back 
Back, back,  back t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  
and t h e  s h a c k  
Back t o  t h e  s t a r v a t i o n ,  back t o  t h e  
d e s o l a t i o n  
I n  t h e  camps o f  no-hope l a n d s .  

B r a a i v l e i s ,  rugby,  sunny s k i e s ,  and 
war£ a r e  
A war on  t h e  b o r d e r  t h a t  c a n n o t  be  
won 
Hate  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  t h a t  c a n n o t  be 
o v e r c m e  
The i r o n  f i s t  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  
I t  p a t r o l s  t h e  s t r e e t s  a t  n i g h t  
The numbing g r i p  a f  t h e  media 
s h o u t s  CHANGE, CHANGE, n s  change 
No Change, no chance ,  o n l y  b loody ,  
b l o o d y  r e v o l u t i o n s .  

B r a a i v l e i s ,  rugby,  sunny  s k i e s ,  and 
genoc ide .  

EDITOR'S [tlaximum Rock 'n '  R o l l ]  
NOTE: D i s t a n c e ,  h i s t o r y ,  and 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  s e p a r a t e  u s  s o  
c o m p l e t e l y  from South  A f r i c a ,  t h a t  
it im d i f f i c u l t  t o  comprehend what 
is happening i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y .  What 
we p e r c e i v e  as a  c o u n t r y  l i v i n g  a 
r u t h l e s s  l i e t  its i n h a b i t a n t s  
r e g a r d  a s  home. W e  r e c e n t l y  had 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n t e r v i e w  two 
S o u t h  A f r i c a n  e x i l e s  now l i v i n g  i n  
Nor the rn  C a l i f o r n i a .  W e  began by 
d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  music  
s c e n e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  t h i s  soon 
deve loped  i n t o  a  more g e n e r a l  
d i s c u s s i o n  of  l i f e  i n  t h a t  f e a r -  
dominated c o u n t r y .  

tlRR: How l o n g  have you been o u t  of  
Sou th  A f r i c a ?  
B: About two y e a r s .  
HRR: And what is t h e  music  s c e n e  
1 i k e  t h e r e ?  
D: I t ' s  r e a l l y  c l o s e d .  I c a n  p l a y  
you a song  t h a t  s p e a k s  o u t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  p o l i c e ,  b u t  Sou th  A f r i c a n  
r e c o r d  companies w i l l  n o t  produce 
i t ,  b e c a u s e  it is n o t  i n  t h e i r  
i n t e r e s t .  

The media is t i g h t l y  
c o n t r o l l e d . . . t h e  TV, t h e  r a d i o ,  t h e  
government  c o n t r o l s  them v e r y  
t i g h t l y .  Two s t a t i o n s  s p e r a t i n g  
o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  i n  t h e  so- 
c a l l e d  i n d e p e n d e n t  a r e a s  have  been 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  and t a p e s  
by  bands  t h a t  would normal ly  n o t  
g e t  p layed  i n  Sou th  A f r i c a ,  p l a y i n g  
more p o l i t i c a l ,  r e g g a e - o r i e n t e d  
' a l t e r n a t i v e '  music.  B e f o r e  t h a t ,  
n o  bands c o u l d  make it by j u s t  
p l a y i n g ,  and t h o s e  t h a t  d i d  l i v e d  
o n  t h e  s k i d s .  The p o l i t i c a l  music  
movement is v e r y  s m a l l .  I t 's  
d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  f e a t u r e d  on t h e  
l o c a l  r a d i o  s t a t i o n .  
flRR: Are t a p e s  c i r c u l a t e d  
underground? 
D: There  are a  few, b u t  t h e  bands 
who produce  them come from v e r y  
w e l l  to d e  backgrounds,  s o r t  of  
r e b e l l i e u s  youth.  They d o  have a  
s m a l l  f o l l e w i n g ,  b u t  t h e y ' r e  
g e t t i n g  changed around s o  much, 
what  w i t h  p e o p l e  g o i n g  i n t o  t h e  
army and e v e r y t h i n g . .  . . 
tlRR: I t  s o u n d s  l i k e  t h e  army is 
used to b r e a k  up t h e  you th  
movements. 
B: I n  a  s e n s e ,  yes .  You have t o  
g o  i n  t h e  army f o r  two y e a r s  r i g h t  
a f t e r  s c h o o l ,  and t h e y ' v e  j u s t  
upped it so t h a t  you have t o  9s t o  
m i l i t a r y  camp for a  c e r t a i n  p e r i o d  
e v e r y  y e a r .  U s u a l l y  you have  te d o  
t h i s  o n  your  v a c a t i o n  time. 
nm: How d o  people i n  Sou th  A f r i c a  
m a i n t a i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e  
w a r l d ?  



B: You do kind of keep in touch, 
but it's all very, very far away, 
and you are really alienated. 
There's this terrible feeling among 
[white] South African youth, sort 
of an inferiority complex...that 
Europe and America know better, 
which is kind of true because there 
is so much more information out 
here. Censorship is so rigid 
inside the country that you get 
very little information. 
D: Having travelled outside the 
country, and gotten information on 
groups that I thought were positive 
or encouraging, I would go back to 
South Africa and think, "If these 
people only knew what was happening 
out there, it would change their 
lifestyle and make them more than 
what they are." But because of the 
censorship, they can't really 
understand what goes on outside. I 
mean, you can buy a punk record, 
but the strength of the movement it 
represents is shielded from you. 

Also, you're so overwhelmed with 
your immediate problems that you 
can't deal with anything further 
like the nuclear problem. Every 
time you open your eyes or look out 
your door, you're confronted with a 
racial problem, and it seems to 
overwhelm people to the point where 
they're only concerned with 
survival. 

who will thc innaxnt vktim be 
w a t = h + h s r p t y ~ a n d ~  
to be a l o n  or aupiciclls is a crine 
whcn it's Priaal cell ao!.l* tinr 

four years ago they killad a m 
and comaled it in a master plan 
thevkxewtkvcoultkl't aFthimfmf3 
a danger to Mtt mqrcnacy. 

g o a . ~ a s e t u p v ~ q o t h u e  
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Rlol JWmo 

South Africa is like a 
Kindergarten for white people ... you're not responsible for your 
actions. Life is so incredibly 
easy if you're white that you have 
two alternatives... you're either 
numbed because you don't give a 
fuck and want to enjuy the 
pleasures, or you're numb because 
the whole situation is so 
incredibly painful. 
HRR: Are there changes coming? . 
D: There are some changes in the 
music anyway. Clubs open and 
flourish, but when they become too 
popular the cops jump on them and 
close them down. 
m: What kind of clubs7 
D: I guess you'd call them 
decadent night clubs. But they 
have a following of people who are 
mQre active, more conscious...not 
politically active but trying to 
break the social barriers in the 
way they live, not getting married, 
not treating blacks like servants. 

There are advances on the music 
level, the pressure is building on 
the government, the tensions are 
there and people are singing about 
it saying there must be change. 
It's like anywhere, there are two 
things happening at the same time: 
The government is getting worse and 
the people are getting better and 
s tronger. 
HRR: But these people can exist 
only as long as the government 
allows them to, right? 
D: Right. If they get too strong, 
the government will knock them 
down. The music scene is 
definitely elitist. The magazines 
you see are from the artier people, 
and new wavers, really trendy and 
upper class. The country doesn't 
have its own culture. People latch 
on to outside msvements, whether 
it's punk or disco. The real 
hardcere music is not the order of 
the day. It isn't the music that 
is listened to. 
HRR: But does it exist? 
D: There are a few bands who play 
it, the younger bands, but it isn't 
generally accepted. The RADIO RATS 
who were considered to have punk 
attitudes in that when they were on 
stage they didn't try to please the 
audience...that was considered a 
really punk attitude, and even they 
weren't considered hardcore. I 
mean, they had a hard look, but 
they didn't stand on the stage and 
say, .fuck you, fuck you..." 
HRR: Can the punk bands that do 
exist tour? 

The Beach Boys are still mad at Interior Secretary 
James Watt, but net enough to turn down m offer to 
play at the annual July 4 shindig on the Washington 
Mall. 

-We would gladly share a bill with Wayne Newton, 
military Burds or anyone elw," said Mike Love, the 
lead singer for the Beach Boys. 



B: T h e r e ' s  n o t  much tooml 
B a s i c a l l y ,  t h e r e ' s  J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  
Durban,  and Capetown, a r a n g e  o f  
a b o u t  560 riles. Johannesburg  is 
r e a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  and P r e t o r i a ,  
which  is where a11 t h e  government  
f i l e s  arc, is v e r y  A f r i k a a n s .  
A f r i k a a n s ,  who are o f  Dutch 
a n c e s t r y ,  make u p  a b o u t  6 0 t  o f  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  and  c o n t r o l  t h e  
government .  
MRR: So t h e  E n g l i s h  a r e  a c t u a l l y  a 
m i n o r i t y  +nn? 
B: Y e s ,  sort o f .  And t h e r e  a r e  a 
l o t  o f  P o r t u g u e s e  who f l e d  Angola 
a n d  llozambique when t h o s e  
gove rnmen t s  changed.  And q u i t e  a 
number o f  Europeans ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
Germans. bong t h e  w h i t e s  t h e r e  
a r e  a l o t  o f  s e g r e g a t e d  g roups . . .  
t h e  y o u t h  a r e  n o t  u n i t e d ,  t h e y  
f i g h t  a l o t  amongst  t h e m s e l v e s .  
When you g o  to  p a r t i e s  f i g h t s  b r e a k  
o u t .  T h e r e ' s  a  need to  p r o v e  y o u r  
i d e n t i t y ,  a  need f o r  young men to  
b e  s t r o n g  and f i g h t .  I t 's  r e a l l y  
p r i m i t i v e .  

And t h i s  is a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  
p a r t  o f  t h e  gove rnmen t ' s  p o l i c y ,  
d i v i d e  and conquer .  They 've  done 
i t  w i t h  t h e  b l a c k s  as w e l l ,  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  a 1 1  come from d i f f e r e n t  
tribes. I n  t h e  t o w n s h i p s  (where  
b l a c k  w o r k e r s  a r e  s t o r e d  w h i l e  t h e y  
work i n  w h i t e  a r e a s ) ,  p e o p l e  come 
f rom a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  
t h e y ' r e  still k e p t  i n  t r i b a l  
g r o u p s ,  so it's v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
b l a c k  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  l e a d e r s  to  g e t  

' e v e r y o n e  t o g e t h e r .  
1lRR: The f r u s t r a t i o n s  must r e a l l y  
b u i l d  up. 
B: It 's i n c r e d i b l e .  When you d e a l  
w i t h  t h e  government ,  you a r e  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  v e r y ,  v e r y ,  p a r a n o i d  
p e o p l e .  F o r  one  t h i n g ,  t h e y  have  
n o  p l a c e  t o  go. I mean, t h e i r  
w h i t e  b lood  is v e r y  p r e c i o u s  t o  
them. They have  t h i s  g e n e t i c  t h i n g  
g o i n g  j u s t  l i k e  t h e  N a z i s .  

D: I t 's v e r y  e a s y  t o  become 
i n t i m i d a t e d  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  By 
t h e  t i m e  I l e f t ,  I was f e a r f u l  t h a t  
s o m e t h i n g  was g o i n g  t o  happen to  nc 
soon .  You l i v e  i n  f e a r .  To s t a n d  
u p  and oppose  it, to  be punk,  is t o  
p u t  y o u r  l i f e  o n  t h e  l i n e .  And t h e  
more s u c c e s s f u l  you a r e ,  t h e  more 
d a n g e r o u s  it w i l l  be f o r  you.  They 
h a v e  numerous ways f o r  g e t t i n g  r i d  
o f  you. You c a n  be b u s t e d  on any  
c h a r g e ,  terrorism, d r u g s ,  a n y t h i n g ,  
a n d  t h e y  c a n  t a k e  you away w i t h o u t  
f o r m a l  c h a r g e s .  T h e r e ' s  t h i s  f e a r  
t h a t  p e o p l e  h e r e  d o  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d .  
You c a n  a s k  a f r i e n d  a b o u t  so and 
so  who d i e d  i n  p r i s o n ,  and i t  may 
b e  a close f r i e n d ,  b u t  t h e y  won ' t  
want  to  t a l k  a b o u t  it. I t ' s  
n u l l i f y i n g .  You d o n ' t  a c t  under  
f e a r .  
nRR: Can you e x p l a i n  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  homeland s t r a t e g y ?  
B: About s i x  y e a r s  ago ,  t h e  
government  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  T r a n s k e i  
and  Bophuta tswana wh ich  is n e a r  
J o h a n n e s b u r g  a s  b l a c k  homelands.  
They d i d  t h i s  s o  t h e y  c o u l d  c o n t r o l  
t h e  number o f  b l a c k s  who l i v e  n e a r  
u r b a n  w h i t e  a r e a s .  Every  b l a c k  
p e r s o n  h a s  a homeland,  and e a c h  o f  
t h e  homelands  is a b a r r e n ,  
i n f e r t i l e ,  p r e t t y  u s e l e s s  p l a c e .  
I f  b l a c k s  t r a n s g r e s s  i n  any  way, 
t h e y ' r e  ment back  to t h e  homelands.  
U s u a l l y ,  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  
l i v e  t h e r e ,  and t h e  men r e t u r n  
t h r e e  weeks o u t  o f  t h e  y e a r  on  
t h e i r  a n n u a l  l e a v e  f rom work. 

B l a c k s  who s n e a k  i n t o  town 
i l l e g a l l y  l i v e  i n  c o n t i n u a l  f e a r ,  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  have  t o  c a r r y  
p a s s b o o k s  a t  a l l  times. A 
p o l i c e m a n  c a n  s t o p  you a t  a n y  time 
and  demand y o u r  p s s h w k .  I f  you 
d o n ' t  have  it, you g o  t o  j a i l .  
T h a t ' s  why Sou th  A f r i c a  h a s  t h e  
s e c o n d  h i g h e s t  number o f  i n m a t e s  i n  
t h e  w o r l d ,  s e c o n d  o n l y  t o  R u s s l a .  

Your pas sbook  s a y s  who employs  
you,  and  who p r e v i o u s l y  employed 
you. I f  y o u ' r e  n o t  employed a t  t h e  
moment, you have  n o  r i g h t  to b e  
t h e r e ,  so y o u ' r e  t h rown  i n  a p o l i c e  
v a n ,  t a k e n  to  j a i l ,  and s h i p p e d  
back  t o  t h e  b a r r e n  homeland where  
t h e r e  is n o  work, m a l n u t r i t i o n  is 
r i f e . . .  e n e  p r i e s t  t e rmed  them 
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'dumping grounds. ' 
HRR: What can people in the U.S. 
do to support the movement in South 
Af rica? 
B: First, they must become aware 
of how much your government is 
involved in dealing with South 
Africa. America under Reagan is 
now supplying a new computer to 
help them in the construction of 
nuclear bombs. And what's really 
interesting is that every time 
there are riots in South Africa, 
they speed up work on the bomb. 
D: It's part of this country's 
Atomic Weapons Program. llaybe they 
think South Africa is another 
nuclear site against the Russians. 
B: And there are endless lists, 
something like 600 U.S. companies 
that invest in South Africa. Every 
company that deals there is aware 
of apartheid, but they want their 
factories there because the labor 
is so cheap, and their profits are 
higher. -3 

I was just startlng to 
think...there is a lot of hope in 
South Africa.' And it isn't 
sonething I know much about, but 
the black movement has really grown 
in the last ten years. ... There's 
not the acceptance any more. 
There's a strong resentment, and a 
working toward solidarity. On 
that, it's really positive. 
D: It requires that people here 
become aware of what is happening 
and make a stand to effect change. 
Accept responsibility not only for 
South Africa, but also for Central 
America, and almost every war on 
the planet. 
B: What a big load! 
D: It is, but at least it's actina 
semi-appropriately. 
tlRR: Do you really see the U.S. 
government doing this? 
D: They do seem to be accepting 
certain responsibilities, but 
unfortunately it's a responsibility 
for profits, and therefore they 
send arms and anmunition. 

* * *  

'Pop music is a communist plot' 
I W I U ~  ClDrmspondrnt 

~ ~ ~ . I ' C ~ ~ F O ~ T E I N .  - POP - 
rnosi~~ came under heaw 
fire at the National Party's 
k're~. State congnU ye* 
trrda~ . 
A dele:ntr Informed 

\lie conpress that expchrl- 
:IIV:I~~ In Amerlcr hrd 
d : w n  the crtme rate In 
cornmun~t~rs that Permit- 
tcd pop music weas 50% 
higher than In thost* that 
tiid not. 

Another dt-lrgatis - a 
Mrs Marx - warned that ~t 
'Bas r well-known conl-- 
rnunist tactlc to ~nfrltrat~ 
thc lnllld of tl~r youth "In 
a subtle way throug! the 
lyr~a of pop rnuslc 
Delcgntc~s also coniplaln- 

ed ahout sex cducatl In 
pamphlints 1ia11Jt-d out by 
"sucalled family plannlllg 
chnlcs" arid thr availabil- 
ity of abortions and the 
pill 
Thcre was a1.o srqre 

cr~ticisnl of "rc~rrl~pt art 
forlns" whlrh wiBrr ~lsc.tl 11y 
tk. conlnlurllsts f11r pru- 
p:~l;:~nda purpoccss. 
In reply. 1I1r. M1111rtr.r of 

thc Intcrror, Mr I. Alwyr~ 
Schlel,usch, said the Cov- 
cSrnillc.nt could not ljt. rtl- 
sponsible for prot'ctil~;: 
poplc Iron) cvprylhinr: 

As It was, South Afrlcd 
st~od aloi~e in enburinq 
that "our Sunday rernrlns 
tl~r cluletrst Surld;iv In tht. 
world Yc~u n u t  give ttrr 

have you ever timqht about the law of tk lad 
why listen bo ueople with their hsas stuck in thc s d  
Apathy W i n e s  us, *IC never hesitate 
to rvmp the +es of breeding rovcrty & hate I 
Aid  no-me's ever goraa tcldarsi&r hat live 
wi thou t  an #xarl&sl intrnst 
!lo-cne1s ever gorw help challenge anything 
Mess thev've got a capital investmmt. 

1'8 love to see the na~er stnrtuses shock sumrise 
As theit slua happy childron chaose the qwsite si* 
But trsditim is enf-. Fur t k  rdre of W s  
living in the fantasy but nmningwtof tine. 

p u t v o u r l l ~ n e y i n t h e ~ s o ~ d i ~  
turn your b r k  on what w u  &mlt wnnna see 
t h e s o o t h i n g s m x b e - f ~ a c c i a l ~ r  
ignore the mime of reality. 

C,ovcbrn~licnt crrcl~t for  
thict," hc sv~d 
Ihere was no otttrr 

country in thc free world 
Itbat controlled hart1 perf, 
ugraphy and corr~rnunlst 
propa~anda In I~tcraturv 
and .~rt as Suuth Afrlc~ 
dld, lie srld 
South Africa alonc enr 

bodled Chrl~tldn norms 
and values in its Publrca- 
tlons Controls Act, s11d 
Chr~rtlan nation~l~snr III ~ t \  
educ.tron systern. Ire sd~d 



POLITICAL ASYLUH 

The Reagan administration's 
policy of "constructive engagementa 
with the South African government 
is part of a comprehensive alliance 
with repressive regimes 
internationally. The "strategic 
interests" of the United States 
(economic exploitation) have 
replaced even token adherence to 
the principles of human rights. 

Against this backdrop, it is 
all the more surprising that 
Dominic Holzhaus was recently 
granted political asylum in the 
United States. While young 
Americans are being indicted for 
refusal to register for Selective 
Service, a war resister from South 
Africa is given refuge here. This 
apparent contradiction is worthy of 
further consideration. 

Political asylum claims lay 
both with the State Department and 
the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS). In Dominic's case, 
his application was filed in April 
81, with a copy to the State 

Department. In tlarch of ' 8 2  he was 
interviewed by the INS, who then 
reported to the State Department 
(presumably subsequently received a 
response from them) and granted him 
asylum in February of 1983. 

The ultimate discretion rests 
with the INS, but guidelines 
introduced during the pendency of 
the case, require an opinion from 
the State Department. (Previously, 
INS could rule if no opinion was 
received from the State Department 
with 45 days of the interview). 
The INS is not bound by this 
opinion but tends to follow the 
State Department in the majority of 
cases. 

The State Department has made 
it very clear that "asylum would 
not be granted to someone on the 
grounds that he was a draft dodger 
per se." Clearly a political 
motivation for resistance must be 
present. However, if the State 
Department opinion was indeed 
favorable, it supports our 
contention that politically 
motivated resisters have a "well 
founded fear of persecution." This 
merely tends to highlight the 
contradiction, since the U.S. 
government shows hardly any concern 
for opponents of its allies, 
particularly apartheid South 
Africa. 

According to the interviewing 
officer at INS, the agency is "more 
subservient than ever to the State 
Department." In his words, 
Dominic's case "was a perfect 
case...one of the best I have ever 
seen." Thie recommendation would 
have been included in the INS 
report Lo the State Department, 
making it more difficult for a 
negative ruling. 

It would take more than a 
severe leap of faith to view the 
outcome of this case as some kind 
of subtle shift in State Department 
policy towards South Africa. 
Indeed, when the story received 

wide p;blicity in south Africa, Pik 
Botha (South Africa's so-called 
foreign minister) complained to the 
State Department. Spokesmen for 
the State Department contacted 
South African journalists in New 
York to establish the accuracy of 
what had been published. He should 
have no illusions about the amount 
of influence the thieves in South 
Africa have with their counterparts 
here. 

SNlRAF currently has access to 
good legal reseurces. This case 
has added momentum to the many 
cases k i n g  prepared. Although 
each case is considered on its own 
merits and precedents are not 
binding, this case makes it more 
difficult for the authorities 
arbitrarily to deny asylum in 
s imilar cases. 

Asylum is blatantly used by 
this system as a propaganda weapon. 
It exposes the racism, feverish 
anti-communism and conspiratorial 
shennanigans of the U.S. 
government. The assertion that El 
Salvadoreans and Haitians are only 
economic refugees without any 
attewt to consider the political 
conditions in k t h  countries, is 
indicative of this. The fact that 
Dominie grts asylum while Rtnnis 
Brutus, a well known Black South 
African activist, is denied asylum 
is yet another reminder. 

Uhy did Dominic get asylum? 
We can think of a couple of 
reasons. One, it was a loophole in 
the system and the State does not 
always get what it wants to get 
(the recommendation of the INS 
interviewer being the stumbling 
block). Two, in contrast to the 
overall relationship that the U.S. 
has with South Africa, this was 
seen as a very small compromise and 
one which would not effect the U.S. 
8UppOrt for South Africa's war 
effort and continued U.S. economic 
interest and exploitation in South 
Africa. They obviously do not 
perceive a large migration of war 
resisters from South Africa to the 
U.S. and therefore view this as a 
'drop in the ocean compared to some 
of the other compromises they may 
be forced to make. 



T h i s  s t r e n g t h e n s  o u r  e f f o r t s .  
I t  a s s u r e s  u s  t h a t  w h i t e  S o u t h  
A f r i c a n s  s e e k i n g  p o l i t i c a l  asylum 
h e r e  have  t o  be s t a u n c h l y  opposed 
t o  a p a r t h e i d ,  and d i m i n i s h e s  t h e  
c h o i c e s  f o r  w h i t e  o p p o r t u n i s t s  to  
" e m i g r a t e  t o  America* u s i n g  
p o l i t i c a l  asylum a s  t h e i r  t i c k e t .  
I t  a l s o  means t h a t  t h e  V~doun't  
b e l i e v e  w h i t e s  w i l l  e v e r  t u r n  
a g a i n s t  t h e i r  m a s t e r s  i n  S o u t h  
A f r i c a ,  a  b e l i e f  which o u r  e f f o r t s  
and s i m i l a r  g r o u p s ' w i l l  p r o v e  t o  be  
wrong. I f  w e  a r e  r i g h t ,  and more 
w h i t e s  o f  c o n s c i e n c e  d e f e c t  from 
a p a r t h e i d  t h e y  w i l l  c o n t i n u o u s l y  be 
f a c e d  w i t h  t h i s  same d e c i s i o n  and 
n o  d o u b t  a t  some p o i n t  t h e i r  t r u e  
c o l o r s  w i l l  come o u t .  A s  Malcolm X 
s a i d ,  "You c a n n o t  s e n d  a  c a t  to  dog 
s c h o o l  and e x p e c t  it t o  come back a  
dog." 

With a 1 1  t h e s e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  
e v i d e n t ,  and w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  
w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  d e p e n d e n t  on  t h e  
w i l l  o f  a  r e a c t i o n a r y  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  power,  w e  s t i l l  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  campaign is 
i m p e r t a n t .  We have  i n c l u d e d  a  
demand f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  on Dennis  Bru tuo  i n  o u r  
C i t y  C o u n c i l  r e s o l u t i o n  campaign.  
W e  i n t e n d  t o  b r i n g  t o  a t t e n t i o n  t h e  
s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Simpson t l a z z o l i  
B i l l  which p r o p o s e  g u t t i n g  t h e  
a sy lum a p p e a l  p r o c e s s  and 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  p e n a l t i e s  f a r  t h e  
h i r i n g  o f  what t h i s  c o u n t r y  s o  
r u d e l y  r e f e r s  t o  a s  " i l l e g a l  
a l i e n s . "  He a l s o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e s e  e f f o r t s  s e r v e  t o  e x p o s e  
f u r t h e r  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  between 
t h e  a p a r t h e i d  r eg ime  and Reagan,  
and p u b l i c  c h a l l e n g e s  c a n  a t  l e a s t  
p r e v e n t  some s u b v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  
l i b e r a t i o n  p r o c e s s  i n  S o u t h e r n  
A f r i c a .  F i n a l l y ,  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  
anybody s h o u l d  have  t h e  r i q h t  t o  

l i v e  anywhere and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h i s  c o u n t r y  is i n d i r e c t l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  b u l k  o f  m i s e r y  
i n  t h e  wor ld  is r e a s o n  enough f o r  
i t  t o  g r a n t  p o l i t i c a l  a sy lum t o  t h e  
v i c t i m s  and o p p o n e n t s  o f  
r e p r e s s i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  S a u t h  
A f r i c a .  The s t r u g g l e  c o n t i n u e s .  

--- Liberate 
Namibia 

Now! 
ANNUAL AFRICAN FEAST 

SAtlRAF was honored to  be  a b l e  
t o  a t t e n d  t h e  E i g h t h  Annual A f r i c a n  
F e a s t  i n  N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a  i n  l a t e  
March. The F e a s t  is a  s o l i d a r i t y  
e v e n t  w i t h  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  f o r  
A f r i c a n  l i b e r a t i o n  and is o r g a n i z e d  
b y  t h e  B l a c k  Vanguard Resource  
C e n t e r .  T h i s  y e a r ,  a s  i n  p r e v i o u s  
y e a r s ,  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  f e a s t  was 
o n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  f reedom i n  
Namibia and p a r t i c i p a n t s  had t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h e a r  f i r s t  hand 
a c c o u n t s  from r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  
SWAPO, t h e  Namibian n a t i o n a l  
l i b e r a t i o n  movement, o f  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Namibia and how SWAPO 
p e r c e i v e s  its s t r u g g l e .  

A s i d e  from t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s p e e c h e s ,  t h e  f e a s t  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  
a n  A f r i c a n  d i n n e r  and c u l t u r a l  
e v e n t s .  I t  is one  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  
g a t h e r i n g s  o f  its k i n d  on t h e  
E a s t e r n  s e a b o a r d  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s .  Through its c o n s i s t e n t  
work i n  t h e  B l a c k  community i n  
T i d e w a t e r  V i r g i n i a ,  B lack  Vanguard 
R e s o u r c e  C e n t e r  h a s  been a b l e  t o  
i n c l u d e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  many 
A f r i c a n  s t u d e n t s  and g r a s s  r o o t s  
p e o p l e ,  making t h i s  e v e n t  a  t r u e  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  B lack  
l i b e r a t i o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y .  

N o r f o l k  h a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  been 
a  s o l i d  b a s e  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  
s t r u g g l e s  i n  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a ,  w i t h  
l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  m a t e r i a l  a i d  
h a v i n g  been  r a i s e d  t h e r e  and 
s h i p p e d  o u t  f o r  r e f u g e e s  d u r i n g  t h e  
l i b e r a t i o n  war i n  Zimbabwe. T h i s  
e v e n t  showed t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e s '  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  e v e n t s  i n  S o u t h e r n  
A f r i c a n  is d i r e c t l y  c o n n e c t e d  to 
t h e i r  own s t r u g g l e  a t  home, and it 
is t h e  k i n d  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  o c c a s i o n  
t h a t  d i r e c t l y  c o n t r i b u t e s  to  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  i n  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a .  

t l o n i e s  r a i s e d  from t h e  
e v e n t  g o  d i r e c t l y  t o  SWAPO f o r  
a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e i r  r e f u g e e  camps. 
We t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  pay 
t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  B lack  
Vanguard Resource  C e n t e r  and knew 
t h a t  e n e  d a y  we w i l l  see t h e  f r u i t s  
o f  t h e i r  commitment b lossom,  b o t h  
i n  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  and i n  N o r f o l k ,  
V i r g i n i a .  



SAtlRAF RUNDRAI SER 

SAURAF together with some 
student groups at the University of 
Rutgers, Newark, are sponsoring a 
fundraising dinner on Sunday, Hay 
8th at 5:00 P.M. The guest speaker 
will be Paul Robeson, Jr., and the 
event will take place at the Paul 
Robeson Campus Center at Newark. 

Tickets are $10 and guests 
will receive an African Dinner 
(compliments of master chef James 
Credle, Dean of Students at Rutgers 
and a progressive activist). 
Guests will be entertained by the 
Sulimaan Dance Troupe from New 
Jersey and will have the 
opportunity to hear Paul Robeson, 
Jr. speak on his perspectives on 
the struggle for liberation in 
Southern Africa and his family's 
historic relationship to it. Beer 
arid wimwill be for sale. 

Newark is within very close 
commuting distance from New York 
City (only 20 minutes) and only 
costs 30c on the PATH train, and we 
encourage those who reside in New 
York City to attend. The event is 
scheduled for Clother's Day, 
providing an opportunity for this 
Mother's Day to be celebrated in 
s~lidarity with international 
struggle fer justice (bring your 
mother ! 1 .  

~ l l  the relevant infermat ion 
is on the enclosed flier and we 
strongly encourage.our friends and 
supporters to attend. If you wish 
to purchase tickets, please contact 
the SAMRAF office. If you are 
unable to attend, but wish to 
support the event, you still can 
buy a ticket or make a donation. 
Proceeds from this event will go 
tswards our ongoing work. 

l &  UPlDYOUN0T TO HEEDTHECALL-UP 
h YOU MUST NOTAW THE WAY WWERE BROUGHT,. 
WHO KNoWSTHL REASONS WHY YOU CfAM CK%VRl UPB 
. J3 KhlDWSTHt PLAM.5 09 WYTHEY WRE DRAWN U r .  
Ts UP TO )OU NOT TO HEAR THE C A L L  -UP I i mln w m r r  

>VER KIEV AND OOW* 70 T H C  SEA 

ALLM YMlNGPEbPLE DOWNTHE AGES 1. €Y' GUDLY MARCHED OFF TO DIE % 

CLASIl 

SAMRAF and Our Program 
S A H M F  is a political . 

organization made up of white South 
African military resisters, 
political exiles,and American 
supporters. SAUMF's goal is to 
contribute toward the creation of 
an independent South Africa, free 
from white supremacy and foreign 
exploitation. To do this we 
encourage resistance within the 
almost all-white Seuth African 
army, in order to weaken its deadly 
effect and to help create a pro- 
liberation sentiment within certain 
sectors of the white community, 
particularly draftees. We believe 
this provides concrete support te 
the national liberatien msvements 
both in Namibia and South Africa. 

Our program to supprt war 
resistance includes the following: 

Producing and distributing 
propaganda which encourages 
resistance to apartheid mili- 
tary servire. 
Providing services for getluine 
South African war resisters who 
flee South Africa and arrive 
in the states, especially those 
who are seeking political 
asylum. 

Initiating actions, such as cam- 
paigns and demonstrations which 
will send signals of our call 
for resistance into South Africa 
and rake eur presence known to 
those who are considering alter- 
natives. 



- - -- 
Contributing towards involving 
women in war resistance work. 

- 

I 0;r progrrm ta mugpert this 
atrlgglt includes the following: 

The U.S. government and rulti- 
national corporations are a 8erious 
enemy to both the peoples of South 
Africa, and Black, Third World and 
working people here. Racism in the 
C.S. is on* of the aajor stumbling 
blocks in building 8 viable 
movement which challenges U.S. 
collaberatien with apartheid South 
Africa and fights for people's 
1 iberation here. S U I M F  believes 
we rust be involved in the atruggle 
in the U.S. not only kcause the 
U.S. is a threat t 0  liberation in 
South Africa, but also because we 
have a responsibility to fight far 
mocial change here .+ 

Participating in the Southern 
Africa solidary movement, there- 
by raising political and mater- 
ial support for the national 
liberation rovements, 
Participating in other mocial 
noveannts such as the 
disarmament movement, the anti- 
war movement, etc., raising 
the irsue of South Africa 
and the need to combat 
r a c i ~ ~ .  
Creating an awareness of the 
need for white Americans to 
combat white supremacy by 
participating in anti-racist 
work here. 

S M l U F  CONTACTS: 

~ e w  Yerkr fan Francisco: 

Acknowledgment to Resistcr,publica- 
tion of the Inndon based C'OSAIIR 
group for use of some of their 
graphics. 

29 Seventh Avenue (415) 641-9055 
Brooklyn, NY 11238 
( 212) 683-8117 Chicago: 
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