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Dear Friend:

Enclosed 1s 1ssue #9 of SAMBRAF news &
notes. We view 1t as a special issue because
it highlights two specific anti-apartheid ac-
tivities that are occuring in New York City.

The first 1s a campalgn for South Africa's
cultural 1lsclation, trylng tec prevent U.S.
entertainers from collaborating with apartheid.
To explain this issue, we felt that the Village
Volce did a very good Jjob. So we have re-
printed 1t and added some further information
including a letter which SAMRAF wrote in re-
sponse to thls article.

The second actlvity is one whlch SAMRAF
is initiating. It 1is a demonstratlion at the
South African Airway's New York office to
coincide with the annual draft of thousands of
young white men for the Scouth African army.
The demonstration i1s in support of the libera-
tion struggle in southern Africa and is spe-
cifically calling for support of South African
military resisters. SAMRAF has held similar
actions 1n previous years.

This 1ssue of "news & notes" contains the
call for people to support and particlipate in
this protest. We are seeking endorsements from
a wide range of organizations and individuals.
If you feel you would llke te asslst us 1n our
organizing efforts, please contact us. We need
to publicize this action as widely as possible.
A good turnout on January 22, '83 at South
African Alrways will ald military resistance
against the racilst apartheld war machlne and
support the freedom struggle. It will likely
be reported and talked about widely In South
Africa.



Finally, we would agaln like
to encourage those of you who
find this newsletter informative
We are asking $10
In return you will re-
ceive six lssues of SAMRAF news &
We hope you find this
issue interestling reading.

to subscribe.
per year.

notes.

In struggle,

ewr York SAMRAF

SAMRAF DEMONSTRATION INFORMATION

DATE:
SATURDAY, JANUARY 22, 1983

TIME:
11AM TO 1PM

PLACE:

SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS OFFICE
605 FIFTH AVENUE
(BETWEEN 48th & 49th STREETS)
NY, NY

Dcmmi: Holzhaus 15 on
the run. And he’s not
alone. Every vear an esti-
mated 1.000 South African
whites like him fee the coun-

trv to avoid mandatory service

in police or military units,
Holzhaus holds the dubious
distinction of being the first
South Afncan military resister
to seek political asvlum in this
country since nine were admit-
ted during the Carter admin-
istration.

The all-white draft. savs
lolzhaus, “i5 one of the more
abhorrent wavs in which the
apartheid system operates.”
The 24-vear-old former Wit-

Fleeing Apartheid’s Draft

watersrand University activist,
who automatically became a
political dissident by refusing
to serve. fled his country in
January 1981. *1 felt | could be
more effective in speaking out
against that system from
abroad.” he says.

After armnving in the United
States. Holzhaus contacted
the South African Military
Refugee Aid Fund (SAM-
RAF). a Brooklyn-based or-
ganization that assists South
African draft resisters seeking

RA0 BImaA L OMTAL T Panio ||

political asylum. Holzhaus’
application. which was filed
with the Immigration and Nat-
uralization Service in April

MOTHER

JONES

NTLINI

My mother didn’t raise me (o be a starmirooper; To avoid being drafied
into South Africa’s police and military units, many voune whines are
fleeing the country. Some seek asvium wn the U5

1981. 15 now awaiting an ad-
visory opinion from the De-
partment of State.

But SAMRAF is afraid
Holzhaus may waitl forever.
Since the Reagan administra-
tion launched its “constructive
engagement” policy toward
Pretoria. no South African
military refugees have been
granied political asvlum in the
United States.

In response. SAMRAF is
stepping up its campaign 1o
convince U.S. city councils to
pass resolutions that welcome
South African military resist-
ers into their communities and
recommend thev be granted
asylum. The SAMRAF initia-
tive, which welcomes “those
refugees from South Africa
who have been forced to flee
to the United States because
of their refusal 10 participate
or fight in the military forces of
apartheid.” has been passed in

several Californiu cinies. in-
cluding San Francisco and
Oakland. SAMRAF's Steven
Feeback savs similar cam-
paigns will be waged in Atlan-
ta. Minneapolis and Wash-
ington. D.C.. dunng the up-
COMINg vear.

Meanwhile. back in Pre-
toria. Parliament is doubling
the size of its military by up-
ping the time limit for regular
post-service call-ups from
eight years 1o 12. and requir-
ing. bevond that. additonal
service every vear for white
men up 1o the age of 55. The
result could be a new influx of
South African draft resisters
into SAMRAF offices: “Cou-
pled with the city resolutions.”
savs Feeback. "u positive deci- |
sion on Dominic’s case could
see the mere trickle of ten in-
quiries a month turn into
steady stream.”

— Kathrvn Olney
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Smgmg for
Apartheid

American Araists
i South Africa

By Michael Beaubien

Millie Jackson and Frank Sinatra have
probably done more to strengthen the inter-
national cultural boycott of South Africa
than any of its advocates. Their widely publi-
cized visits helped to launch a boycott move-
ment within South Africa and prompted in-
creased activity by U.S. organizations to en-
force the boycott. (Continued on Page 3

Help Disarm Apartheid’s
Racist War Machine

a call to demonstrate
and participate on Jan. 22, ‘83

coinciding with the mass
draft of white youth into
the outlaw South African military

demonstration at South African Airways
“the wings of apartheid”

{Page 3)




Singing for Apartheid

American Artists in South Africa

No dance with them,

Den't trode with them,

For them there should be na
fomormow,

This race problem,

allowed to grow,
aa @ resull of their racial
slavery

If Il was a frndm fighter in thia
warld like America,

South Africa,

Their apartheid pyatem maat not be
The world is suffering tremendocsly

I iwould see that my guest was under
dureds and do my best o olate

—The Mighty Sparrow

P il e T

By Michael Beaubien
(Continued from page one)
Durisg & 1980 visit to South Africa,
Millie Jackson met with repressntatives
of the Music, Drama, Art and Litsraturs
Institute (MDALI), & cultural and profes-

atives asked bar Lo cancel her perform-

ances and Lo of the United Na-
uuum.ﬂ' cultural boyeott, Jack-
san is reported Lo have said, T am oot &
politician and | am not going to mix my
carser with polities I want is the
money.” Jackson has subsequently
Honaly ditored by e grovpe
i the group.
Neverthaless, Millie Jackson's ap-
mwuﬁwwmmm
and the Azanian Pecpls's Organization

ment at the controversial Sua City
Caaino and Country Club in
wwana was Pretoria’s meost ambitious ef-

{AZAPO), a Black South African political

B b
i The of the “tribal
npartheid system. l.:ln.‘:

hochnnd' the, :
! e in the|
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“Wa think the establishment of

in December 1968, The resclution (Z396)
sdopted by the Geperal Assembly re-
quested “All sthtes and organizations to
::.ldp-lnd. cultural, sducational, sporiing,

other exchanges with the racist re-
gime and with other crganizations or in-
stitutions in South Africs which practice

resplutions has undergone an interesting
metamorphoais. In 1972 the General As-
sembly invited “all organizations, institu-

| tioms, and infermation media Lo organize
| & boyeott of South Africa in sports and in

culture and otber activities” Resolution
3324 of 1974 sdded sclentific exchanges to
the list. Yet by 1980, the As-
sembly was appealing directly to “writers,
artists, musictans, and otber personalities
o boyeort South Africa ™

The 1980 Resolution (35/206E) also
requested that the Special Committes

imst ! campaigns for

Special Committee’s 1981 report Lo the
General Assembly, the committes pro-
posed o “initiate a register of cultural
contacts with Seuth Africa in order to

i
Gite

RHIE
ey

%
i
i
i

jilsilres
il
i
g !5?5
il

i

§
1
§
i

tury-Fox and others who eventually domi-
mast of the region's entertainment

In & recent article fur ing Stone,

i Connelly reparted that dur-
ing 1980 115, companis srported 518
conlinued on page 4
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Help Disarm Apartheid’s Racist War Machine

Apartheid and Militarism
White power in South Africa is a hideous open sore.
The system known as apartheid has been judged by the
world to be “a crime against humanity.”
The reasons for this indictment are clear. Only 16%

of the population (whites) own the land and control the.

lives of the overwhelming black majority. Black people
in South Africa have been forceably removed from their
land, denied the right to vote for their own leaders, rele-
gated to the most menial rungs of the economic ladder,
and stripped of their basic human rights such as free-
dom of movement and of expression. White domination
means hunger, poverty, servile education, poor health
care, migrant labor, separation of families, and a thou-
sand injustices for Black people.

This system can only be maintained through brute
force such as torture and detention. All forms of politi-
cal dissent are severely restricted or crushed. Black re-
sistance is outlawed as soon as any open organizing
gains momentum. The resistance must battle apartheid
from underground and from exile.

The mainstay of apartheid's military apparatus is the
South African army, the largest mobilizable offensive
force in Africa. This army is officially 96% white. All
white males are forced to do military service—most
from the age of 17. As of June, 1982, virtually a life-long
military obligation stretches out before the white youth
of South Africa.

The South African army could put 500,000 troops
into the field to fight on behalf of apartheid. Presently
an occupying army of 100,000 soldiers maintains South
Africa’s illegal colonial control over Namibia (South
West Africa). These occupation forces are waging an
unjust and racist war against the Namibian people, rep-
resented by their liberation movement, SWAPO (South
West African Peoples Organization), and against the
people of Angola. Cross-border invasions have become
regular occurences, with massacres and massive devas-
tation aimed at Angola and the other Frontline States.

Generations of black South Africans and Namibians
have fought valiantly against this oppressive system.
Today the national liberation movements are inflicting
heavier casualties and damage in their struggle with the
apartheid regime. The pressure is mounting on South
Africa’s embattled white minority and their rulers. It is
only a matter of time before the inevitable overthrow
apartheid. Yet, despite the certainty of such change, the
struggle remains a bloody and protracted one.

Namibia and South Africa will be liberated. Black
people will one day determine the future of their coun-
tries with full control over the governing of their lives.
Nothing in the world can stop the struggle for that
change. White power will be buried, as slavery was bur-
ied before it. But, this process demands the complete
disarming of the racist South African military.

United States Support for Apartheid
Over the years, the build up of the South African war

-3-

machine has been dramatically assisted by the U.S.,
Britain, and Israel, among others. The apartheid armed
forces have received sophisticated weaponry, exchanges
of technology, and economic aid to construct a vast
weapons industry in South Africa. United States sup-
port has been key to the development of nuclear weap-
ons as well as very deadly conventional weapons like the
155 mm. artillery.

Since Reagan entered the White House, U.S. policy
has stepped backward to embrace the South African
government under the banner of “constructive engage-
ment.” This policy has come to mean that what South
Africa wants, they get. Criticism is deflected by the
myth of U.S. dependence on South Africa’s minerals.

The South African government is called a friend and
ally in the international fight against “Communism" as
well as a reliable trading partner. So, the United States
sells shock batons to the South African Police and buys
gold stained with the blood of black mineworkers. Both
ways, South Africa’s Black people suffer, and apartheid
rules with the support of the White House, U.S. corpo-
rations, the Pentagon, the International Monetary
Fund, and plenty of American racists.

Turn the Guns Around

The overwhelmingly white South African army rep-
resents white unity with apartheid in the fight against
genuine black majority rule. The opposite is also true.
White militry resisters represent a break in the ranks of
white unity. Despite government censorship, it is
known that from 3,000 to 5,000 young white men refuse
to answer the call-up for military service each year. This
is still a small percentage, but it represents a crucial
blow to white loyalty.

Military resistance is viewed by the apartheid regime
as a grave danger to “national security.” Conscientious
objection, like all forms of draft resistance or even the
advocacy of draft resistance, is illegal in South Africa.
Conscientious objectors and resisters receive manda-
tory jail sentences of 1 to 3 years. In early 1982, there
were 520 resisters locked up in detention barracks, in-
cluding conscientious objectors on religious and politi-
cal grounds, like Charles Yeats, Mike Vivieros, Neil
Mitchell, and William Paddock. They have been recog-
nized by Amnesty International as prisoners of con-
science. Thousands of other resisters have fled South
Africa to avoid military service. At least 300 of them
have applied for and received political asylum in Great
Britain, Holland, Canada, Australia, Norway, Botswa-
na, and the United States (under the Carter
administration).

Military resistance opens a whole new front in the
overall battle against apartheid. The generals and mili-
tary strategists must worry about a crucial factor in the
battle plans—the loyalty of their troops. It creates a
manpower problem. It effects the morale of the army by
questioning its right to exist from within its own ranks.
It is a break from the historical role of white people in

continued on page 7
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Artists who do travel 1o South Africa
tread on dangerous ground. Such & warn-
ing waa provided by Gordon Winter in his
sensational book [aside Boss. (South
African Burssu of State Security] Winter
wrote, “Pretoria has o raging phobia
about famous stars who visit South Af-
rica, as they have high voltage publicity
patential. A politician might knock

- mpartheid but when a famous star doss so
it wually rates headlines in newspapers

all over the world "

Il anyone has doubits about the
effectiveneas of s eall for an in-
ternal boyeott, they should to the

talk

O'lnys. The black American vocal trio,
arrived in Johannesburg on April 6, 1981,
Tor a seven-concent tour. After AZAPO's
call for & boy mO‘Juh'm:i
lapsed owing to problems
low sttendance at comcerta. The hlack
South African promoter, Vietor
Mazibuko, is reported to have lost
$42.000. When the 0'Jays departed, their
manager waa foteed to remain behind
South African suthorities had lmpounded
his passport and mir ticker The O°J;
recently lasued a public spology in
American hiack pross and pledged not w0
£ again.

South African exile musician Sathims
Ibeahim warned about the p-ul.lz'l.anl for

on October 18, an important annjversary
in the histary of black political struggle.
Charles's entourage was later stoned dur-
ing & viait o the Black township of Wel-
kom. In sddition, Lovelsce Watkins, an

ican minger now living s London,

5

*| perscnal political snds.

has naid repeatedly that he
again attempt Lo pericrm in Soweto,
cauise he was nearly killed the last time he
was tlr'lqm Concert sites in the
townahips are particularty vulnershis to
AZAPD's boyeott Despite the m:.ul
desegregation of local theatres, sudiences
for thess black American acts would be
mhﬁlf black.

Among actor contributing Lo the
intensity of emations around the cultural

demanstrated by black American artista
E:kﬂrhn{::-qmudmhm
retpect for significant bolidays in
Bouth African history, but they have also
shown [imited understanding of condi-
Btaton the Soustan, & black South
African newspaper, that she had mever
heard of Soweto and ahe was under the
impression that blacks and whites were
aliowed o live in the same neighborhoods.
Likewise, Loe Variety, the of the
Variations, is quoted as describing
AZAPD ws “opportunists without
day Times, Variety stated, “These people
are on an ago trip to further their
v ke pot going
to allow anyone to tall us where we muat
perform and whare we can’t perform.”
These comments and a boat af others

to inflame the secse of betraval :}-l?l:
Black South Africans feel when Black

Americans perform in Seuth Africa
The large numbers of black American
artists traveling to South Africa has posed
Continued on page 34

BEAURIEN

Continued from poge 13

special problems for antispariheid we.
tivists. Johnnie Makatini, the African Ne-
tional C (ANC) representative 1o
the UN, “The case of black
American entertainers, who, for & mess of
mﬂ re pire 1o betray the cause of
ks Africa, and the dignity af
blacks the world over, poses o big chal-
lenge to the black community in the LS
A problem of long-standing with the
visits of black Americans to South Africa

opportunity to travel to Alrics and experi-
ence African culture. Savophonist Joe
Hendersan, who took six months o decide
to go o South Africa, stll has mized
feelings about his trip. "] felt uncom-
fortable about feeling so comfortable
while | was there."” he says. Henderson did
not meet with AZAPD while in Seuth

Schepp, shared Roack's concernu. “There
has never been any sysiematic aitampt 1o
paliticize Afro-Amenican musicians. i s
nat surpriving that we find people who are
in various states of confusion sround this
paue,” he aaid. “S0 | am mot uncondi-

the Voice, "I1 i very important to pet
i out ta artists who oftan

=5

willing to compromise and Lo reach some
ind of socording with foregin artists in-
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of the boyeott. Ambasssdor B.
. Clark, past chairman of the UN
Sp-:..ll:‘aunmu.muﬁm;uﬂ
audience that the current .EJ.“Iqu'nd'
n : "constructive engapement” South
arusia eooys | Africs would not contain the imterna-
hm‘- Surveys | tional movement for isolation. Am-
bassador Clark stated, “South Africs will
® | remain & pariah of the pinternational
& | community as long s it practices
W.Milhimﬁm
Latin America, the Socialist coun-
and the Nordic eountries that have
Bouth Africa a pariah state. No
th Afries ll.lII“'I! ity
purges @

and avil”
American artists who travel to
musi confront the possibils
domestic supporters of
Lﬂmﬁ?
reconaider if it is prof
aparthesd
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Thas is met to deny that AZAPO in-
itintive dossn't have ita crities. There are
several black South African artists who
have publically stated their fears that
isclation from foreign artivts would fur-
ther impoverish the lives of blacks. There
are also substantial differences between
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SAMRAF DEMONSTRATION INFORMATION

DAJE:
SATURDAY, JANUARY 22, 1983

TIME:
11AM TO 1PM

PLACE:

SOUTH AFRICAN AIRWAYS OFFICE
605 FIFTH AVENUE
(BETWEEN 48th & 49th STREETS)
NY, NY

Subscribe to
SAMRAF News & Notes
$10 for 6 issues per year

However, & recent incident invnh'in;j.-
- -



Village Voice

NY. NY. 10003

DearEditor,

Michael Beaubien's aricls was brillioni His otlention to “American Artists in South Alrica” shows the
leading visicn of black octivisis and the resonance that the compaign against performing for apartheid has in
the black community. What is the correlary ectivity for progressive whiles. among while people in general?

Firsl, we con pay special atlention to the white artists flocking to Sin City (an they eall it in South Alrical
Blus-eyed gangsiers like Sinatra will go where the dollars are Bowing. Perhaps Glenn Campbell didn't know
whether he wom in Galvesion or Preloria. Ann Margarel always wos more behuddled thon bewitched But,
scomeons like Dolly Parion can and should be lalked out of geing. Actually, she should be convinced to join
many enteriainers (mostly black) pledging not to tour South Alrica until apartheid is completely destroyed Here
is a chance lor Jane Fonda and Lily Tomlin to help Dally undersiand that sisterty solidarity sxiends beyond the
9 to 5 grind in the office. [ extends across the ocean o Winnie Mandesla, banished 1o a remole area of South
Africa, and to 25 million black South Africans We, oz whiles who care, cannet lail 1o apply the necessary influ-

ance on our performing artists.

Also, white parformers and bands like Pink Floyd. the British rock ‘n’ rollers, have been banned in South
Alrica. “Another Brick in the Wall” became an anthem lor the militan! black studeni movemen! ogainsi apari-
heid schocls that lock place in 1980 The South Africon government censored “The Wall” relusing lo allow the
album into the country during a period of studeni boyootis and demonstrations.

The other obvious activity suggesied is the Bipside ol o white American contribution to apartheid's cul-
tural isolation. [t is an effort io encourage delections among white South Africons For South Akrica’'s white
youth, the same apartheid government which makes the country a culiural wosieland also demands a lile-long
military abligation in delense of these policies. Mos! while kids would rather listen to Pink Floyd than bght an
unjusi war. But South Alrica’s young whites have no cheice. The whites-only draft is compulsory for young men
17 yoars old an up. with service required until the age of 55 There is no righl o conscientious objection, only 1 to

3 year recurring jail sentences.

Singing lor apartheid is bad enough, bul lighting lor apartheid is a thousand times warse. Doing that
bghting ogainst the aspirations and the drive lor fresdom ol back people is a South Alrican Delense Force that
is officially 96% while. The United Nations has passed two resolutions urging all countries to welcome South Al-
rica’'s draft resisters and grant them axylum So have the city governmenis of San Francisco, Berkeley, Oak-
land, and Santa Cruz While Americans can and should assist white South Alfricans laking a stand ol
conacience against ighting lor apartheid When white mililary resisiers Sesing South Africa armive hare, as they
already do, we can nurture their resisiance and make of it an example of what whiles con do lo suppori blacks
in their struggls to bury apartheid and achisve their resdom—atter over 4 centuries of white domination that
has bean described as a (while) crime ogoinst humanity,

Dolly Parton is scheduled to go to South Africa on
December 2. Her manager is justifying the tour with
the myth that Sun City and the tribal bantustan of Bo-
phuthatswana are not in South Africa. “Dolly is not
going to South Africa. She would never go to South
Africa. She's going to Sun City,"” claims her manager.

The Bophuthatswana *“homeland” scattered in six
pieces around South Africa has been recognized as in-
dependent since 1977, but only by the apartheid gov-
ernment of South Africa. No other country in the
world would agree that this area is no longer South
Africa.

People who seek freedom and racial justice in South
Africa have always viewed the entire “homeland”
scheme as an integral part of apartheid. It is a strategy
for preserving white power by depriving Blacks of
their birthrights and citizenship in South Africa. Over
and over again, the “independent homelands” have
been proven to be a cynical exercise, totally under the
control of the apartheid authorities in Pretoria. Does
:he opening of a multi-million dollar casino change fic-

tion into reality?

The campaign to end cultural collaboration with
South Africa was revitalized recently in New York
City with radio appearances by Johnny Mahkatini, the
ANC's Chief United Nations Representative, and a
demonstration at a Ray Charles concert. The demon-
stration was called by a coalition of black organiza-
tions led by the Black United Front and the Patrice
Lumumba Coalition. It proved to be very effective in
educating people, turning some folk away, gaining
publicity for the cultural boycott, and embarrassing
Ray Charles. Then the preceding article appeared in
the Village Voice.

SAMRAF has submitted the letter reprinted above
as a “letter to the editor.” We're hoping the Foice will
print it. We have also joined with other concerned
whites in a sub-committee, under the direction of the
black coalition, called Stop Performing for Apartheid.
We intend working with white entertainers and with
the white community to build support for further iso-
lating apartheid South Africa.
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South Africa in that it defies fighting in support of white
racial superiority, as our ancestors have done.

We want to nurture a segment of whites in South Af-
rica who not only refuse to become cannon fodder for
the apartheid regime, but also actively support the aspi-
rations of Black people and their right to freedom.
SAMRAF has consciously built itself as an organiza-
tion which supports the liberation process by encourag-
ing white military resistance. We believe this is a form of
direct solidarity with Black people’s struggle in South-
ern Africa.

These young men should be encouraged by all people
of conscience and should be made welcome when they
seek asylum here in the U.S. They are making the right
decision. It is a crime to fight for apartheid, and it is
humane to refuse.

The U.S. government would rather recognize the
generals, the diplomats and the businessmen of apart-
heid as the welcome guests here. We believe these peo-
ple should be recognized as defenders of white
supremacy and refused entry. We say that freedom
fighters should be welcomed and supported here, and
that white South African war resisters are our friends.

It is a very positive sign internationally that young
whites in South Africa are saying no to racism. They
need to be nurtured and made into an example of what
whites can do to support a black struggle for freedom.
In a most significant way they are resisting the very life-
line of racism. Their ability to resist and to turn their
guns around on the real enemy is a hopeful message to
black freedom fighters in Southern Africa and will
speed the inevitable: the creation of a free, non-racist
South Africa.

South African Airways:
They Don’t Fly Our Way

Many of apartheid South Africa’s overseas offices are
shielded from public view. Here in New York City, the
South African Consultate and the unseated Mission to
the United Nations are both located anonymously in
mid-town skyscrapers. South African Airways, howev-
er, is at ground floor level on Fifth Avenue, replete with
full-size replicas and large full color photographs of
wild animals, the main image apartheid South Africa
wants to create in order to entice tourists to a nation at
war. The colors of the apartheid flag—blue, white & or-
ange—are everywhere.

South African Airways is not an independent com-
mercial body. It was nationalized by the South African
government in 1934. The official yearbook of the so-
called Republic of South Africa, in referring to this peri-
od of history, writes that by making the airlines
state-owned they were able to create more white jobs
and therefore eliminate the “poor white problem.” The
state also sought to expand beyond South Africa’s bor-
ders, making SAA an international carrier, even though
today it is not allowed to land anywhere in Africa.

People in Houston, Texas are currently struggling to
prevent South African Airways from gaining landing

rights at their international airport. The South African
government estimates that attaining landing rights in
Houston would mean $10 million in additional earnings
per year.

South African Airways is thoroughly integrated into
the apartheid state. It represents South Africa’s direct
connection with the outside world at a time when apart-
heid should be increasingly isolated.

The advertising slogan of South African Airways is
“We Fly Your Way ...SAA" Our response is that SAA
will never fly our way until South Africa itself belongs
to the people.

A Call for Support

It will propably be pretty cold in New York City on
January 22. Yet, we hope to have a thunderous dem-
onstration outside the South African Airways office,
calling on everyone to help disarm apartheid’s racist
military machine.

We are asking organizations from all over the Unit-
ed States to endorse and support this demonstration.
Please let us know as soon as possible. Spread the
word. Tell your friends and co-workers to come out
January 22, in support of the liberation of South Affri-
ca and Namibia.

There are other ways in which people can actively
participate.

One is letter-writing:

® Write to the Bureau of Human Rights & Humani-
tarian Affairs at the U.S. State Dept., U.S. Govern-
ment, Washington D.C. 20520—Recommend that

South African military resisters be granted asylum

in the U.S,, in accordance with United Nations

resolutions.

® Write to the South African Embassy, 3051 Massa-
chusetts Ave. NW, Washington D.C. 20008—Pro-
test the oppression of Black people under the apart-
heid system and the drafting of white youth to fight
in defense of apartheid.

® Write to General Magnus Malan, Minister of De-
fense, Private Bag X427, Pretoria 0001, Rep. of

South Africa—Protest the invasions into neighbor-

ing countries along with the imprisonment of con-

scientious objectors and military resisters who re-
fuse to carry out such crimes.

Another way to participate on January 22 is to call
South African Airways and make reservations for
flights from New York to Johannesburg. This will tie
up their phones on the date of our demonstration and
will lodge an effective protest because we would like
people to make reservations for the following dates:

® March 21, 1983—anniversary of the 1960 Sharpe-
ville massacre. A protest by some 10,000 African
people was held as part of a nationwide campaign,

organized by the Pan African Congress, against the
South African pass laws. White police fired into the

demonstration. When the firing ceased 69 Africans



lay dead and 186 were wounded.

® June 16, 1983 —anniversary of the 1976 Soweto re-
bellion, a day on which more than 20,000 black stu-
dents protested against “bantu education” and ignit-
ed demonstrations throughout the country lasting
for a year and a half. At least 25 black students were
killed by police and military forces on June 16, with
around 1,000 killed in the demonstrations there-
after. These protests were spearheaded by the orga-
nizations of the Black Consciousness Movement.

e August 8, 1983—closest flight to the anniversary of
the August 9, 1956 march on Pretoria, organized by
the South African Women's Federation and the Af-
rican National Congress, against the extension of
the pass system to African women. Over 20,000
took part in the protest, and the date is now recog-
nized as South African Women's Day. It was one of
the largest peaceful demonstrations ever held in
South Africa. With the outlawing of peaceful pro-
test in 1960, the ANC was forced to take up arms.

® August 26, 1983—anniversary of the beginning of
armed struggle to free Namibia, in 1966. The South
West African Peoples Organization (SWAPO of Na-

mibia) was founded in 1960 as a liberation move-
ment embracing all Namibians and dedicated to
ending South Africa's colonial domination. The date
is now celebrated as Namibia Day thoughout the
world. Inside Namibia, rallies are held even under
the guns of South Africa’s occupying army.

The telephone number for SAA reservations is
826-1245, if you're calling locally. From outside
New York City, use the toll free numbers: 800-442-
5985 for New York State and 800-223-1160 for calls
from anywhere else in the United States.

Reserve seats for parties of two to six people,
thereby swelling their reservations for those four
dates. They may very well find out about our pro-
test, but will be unable to know how many reserva-
tions are for real and how many are made in solidar-
ity with the actions of January 22. You can call as
many times and use as many names as you like. Be
creative. If they run out of seats on that date, just
book the next available flight. But don't tip them off
that your reservation is part of the protest. Make it
real. The protest is in our collective actions.

SAMRAF and Our Programme

SAMRAF is a political organisation and a network
of supporters. It is composed of white South African
exiles, especially military resisters, as well as American
activists. We began organising work in the USA in late
1977, the first overseas group to form in support of the
war resistance movement inside South Africa.

SAMPRAF belives that is is a necessity to build sup-
port among white South Africans and white Amer-
cians for the national liberation struggle which will
free South Africa and bring the destruction of the
apartheid system. Since the South African military has
become the dominant force within the whites-only re-
gime of Botha, Malan & Co., and because a thorough-
ly militarised Total Strategy has been developed to
preserve apartheid, SAMRAF believes that we can
and should foster white resistance through encourag-
ing military resistance.

SAMRAF publishes **an uncensored resistance
magazine for white South African soldiers and draft-
ees,” called Omkeer (in English, the military com-
mand: about face). This call for resistance is
distributed to white youth currently facing military
obligations. Inside South Africa, military resistance
takes many forms. Some active-duty soldiers distribute
Ombkeer. Some have organised mass walk-outs from
base. Some conscientious objectors to apartheid mili-
tary service are locked up in Detention Barracks, often
under solitary confinement. Some draft resisters and
deserters disappear within South Africa, while others
take a big step into forced exile. Resistance has even
reached into the high schools where white students are
forced to undergo military training. This entire move-
ment is still small, but is growing in importance.

-

We have established a base of support for this work
in the USA. For those military resisters who are exiled
in this country, we can help with legal counsel, espe-
cially for those secking political asylum. We also pro-
vide general guidance and orientation for
re-settlement. We have found that we can be particu-
larly helpful in New York, San Francisco, Chicago,
Los Angeles, and Boston. We also campaign for U.S.
government acceptance of the right to political asylum
in the case of genuine South African military resisters
and political exiles.

SAMRAPF is investigating the moves by the apart-
heid regime toward greater mobilisation of white
women in support of the military. This is done
through research, active recruitment of women to our
work, and fostering the development of a women and
war project designed to counter the enemy’s propagan-
da toward white women.

Educating the American public about the South Af-
rican military as a threat to world peace, a nuclear
menace, and a festering sore of violent racism against
Black people is one of our primary goals. SAMRAF
participates in the broader U.S. movement to support
the liberation struggles of Southern Africa. In this we
have raised funds and other material aid for SWAPO,
the liberation movement of Namibia. We also partici-
pate in other progressive movements in this country
and take part in numerous coalitions.

SAMRAF CONTACTS San Francisco

(415) 641-9055

29 Seventh Ave.
Brooklyn,NY 11217 Chicago
(212) 638-0417 (312) 252-2849
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