
UCM-~uthern Africa Committee

The University Christian MOvement touthern Africa comm­
ittee (~AC), has been in existence since 1964. For five years
it has worked on southern African problems in the United ~tates.

~~ith the death of the University Christian Movement, the SAC is
seeking ways to continue its life and work. What follows is a
brief summary of the kinds of involvements the committee has
had and will continue to have, the structure of the committee
for 1969-70 suggestions for an expanded newsletter and the
bUdget.

Committee Involvements:
1. Education: The Committee produces a monthly survey

of Southern African news that goes to about 1400 readers. It
also distributes other types of information on southern Africa.
This is a key involvement of the oAC. The newsletter is used
to inform people of the sit~tion in southern Africa and tne
involvement of tne United states in that situation as part of
an effort to change both these realities.

2. Relations with United states Churches: The Committee
has had a close relationship with a number of denominations.
11embers are frequently called upon to speak at church gather­
ings. The committee chairman sits on the Africa strategy
Group. Four ml:~rabers of the connnittee have served in southern
Africa under the sponsorship of church boards. The committee
hopes to continue these relationships and work to keep
southern Africa as a priority concern of the churches.

3. U.S. economic involvement in tiouth Africa: The Connnit­
ttee is deeply concerned about the extent to which U.S. insti­
tutions, churches, universities, private industry, support
South Africa through economic involvement both direct and
indirect. The bank campaign has been a $ample of major involv­
ement over the years. The ~AC will continue to feed issues
of this sort into the increased activity on U.S. campuses in
an attempt to have the southern Africa issue become one of the
international focuses of campus movements for change.



L~. The United Nations: The SAC testified before the U.N.
b'pecial Committee on Apartheid at a general meeting for non­
governmental orgamisations in March and at a special meeting
called for by the SAC in April. The April testimony focused
on the student situation in South Africa. The SAC keeps in
close touch with staff at tIle U.N. who are responsible for
southern Africa concerns.

5. Relations in southern Africa: Over the years the SAC
has built up a series of relationships in southern Africa.
Representatives have attended both annual meetings of the Univ­
ersity Christian Movem.ent of Southern Africa. ::inall services
have been performed for FRELIMO thrOugh contacts with members
working for tne Mozambique Institute. In the past year there
has been increased co-operation with liberation movements in
southern Africa.

6. In all these activities we plan to make a greater effort
to feed information to African studies programs, black student
unions etc. We co-operate with the American Committee on Africa,
the Africa Research Group, the Committee of Returned Volunteers,
a.nd local committees on Southern Africa. This list does not
exhaust our involvements but does indicate the nature of our
concerns. The situation in southern Africa is tragic. The
struggle will be long. We want, in our small way, to contribute
~ a ne'Vl southern Africa. We ask your serious consideration
of our request for funds to carryon this work.

Revised Structure of the Committee for 1969-70:
Total Committee headed by the chairman
Advisory Committee:

Members: Chairman, Program co-ordinator, 3 members at
large including the editor 01- the News Survey.

Functions~ (1) to focus the ongoing strategic thinking
of the committee;

(2) to make decisions between meetings;
(3) to aid tne chairman and the program co­

ordinator.
Chairman; Re~)onsible to the Total Committee and the advis­

ory committee:
Functions: (1) to call and chair meetings of the total

committee and the advisory committee;
(2) to direct the total work of the committee;
(3) to act as official representative of the

Connnittee at all meetings unless decided
otherwise by the chair, the advisory
committee or the total committee;

(4) to raise the budget for tne committee.



Program co-ordinator:

Functions: (1)

(2 )
(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)
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Responsible to carry out the directives
of the Committee, the AdVisory, and the
Chairman.

to relate the news survey to new constitu­
encies and use it as a tool for education
and action on southern Africa;
to assist in News Survey administration
to administer and maintain the office:
answer all cornespondence in consultation
't~ith the chairman and the advisory commi­
ttee, and keep the files and resource mat­
erials in order;
to keep financial records and submit
monthly report to the total committee;
to administer ad hoc programs as they come
up in '~he committee.
to assist in formulating and implementing
the ongoing strategies of tne committee.

PROPOSAL FOR IMPROVEMENT~

of

SOU T H E~R-N_ A F RIC A

A Monthly Survey of Nevls and Opinion
(t>tephonie Boyd - Editor)

UCM-Oouthern Africa Committee

47~ Riverside Drive
New York, N. Y.

PURPO~l!;:

Americans generally are lU1,fortun'ately not aware of the
horendous details of the Apartheid system that perva,des in
South Africa an.d how it affects the lives of 75% of the popu­
lation • Neither are they aware of' the Portuguese colonialism
nor minori ty rule in Rhodesia.
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Racism is entrenched in the constitution and laws of the
South .A.frican State, 'Vlhich provides the supreme example of raci­
al oppression in the world tOday. The need for change is
obvious to those who are at all aware 01' the situation. In
fact, increasingly a number of people feel the solution in
Southern Africa must be a war of liberation, as all avenues
for ~eaceful evolution have been blocked by an intransigent
1.J11ite and colonial governments. The violence in the southern
A.frican situation does not all01-] America the lUXury of ignorance.

'Tve feel that tne tie'tvs Sllrvey has a valua.ble role to play
in diss~ninating information about Southern Africa, which
comprises the al1Liance of whi te racists, South Africa, Rhode­
sia and the ?ortug:uese colonies of lvIozambique and Angola, the
powerless satellite states of South Africa - Botswana, Lesotho
and Sl~aziland, al1d the annexed mandated territor:r 01' Namibia
(00utn Tvlest l\f~rica).

Through the ne1~JS su.rvey vJe hope to inform many more Ameri­
cans (ana others) of the bacl{grotU1Q to and the horror of the
?resent situation and of its future developments. Secondly
'tile hope to tllert them to th.e pending vJar betvleen. the races in
00uthern Africa, which is likely to lead to a situation as
dangerous as the I1iddle East is to the 1vorld today. Strategy
suggestions for action are outlined for readers as well.

PRESENT FOF1~1AT:

Approximately ten people are responsible for contributing
materials to the news survey. Each has an area to cover (e.g.
Churches in Southern Africa, Liberation Movements, Internal
.A..ffairs, American Involvement) and subrnits his,/her article to
the editor on the first Tuesday of each article, checking
against overla~, correcting errors and rnisinter-Jretations and
fin,ally for layout and design. The neliS survey is typed at
and ~roduced and mailed from the Interchurch ChQ~ch Center.

pr~OPOSED D1PROVEJ1~lJT0:

The res;)onse to the sur·vey has been most encouragine. IIo1-!­
eve1" , 1'le all feel that that there is Itoam for improvenlent.
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1. The criticisms received from a few readers is that
the survey assumes too much prior knowledge of Southern
.Atfrica. In other vl0rds, insuf1'icient bacl{ground is giv'en
to tne net'ls CUbCUst>e...... A aetdilea "backgrOW1Q and 'history
is nee~ied -::-'0 some of the rel)Orts.

~ • l?egular re-prints: This 'VTOUld entail scanning and
readj_ng numel"OllS TIlagazines and neltJs"f>a:pers to ,find suitable
artic~es i~or relJrint and 'lfTri ting f·or permission to do so.

3. RevielV' articles need to be l~itten (i.'or each issue
if possible) on. dif:f.~rent aspects e.g. reIJressive laws, Tribal
College and segJ.~egated education, student protest, migrants
anu contract labour, myt11 of- :~bantustans)' as independent states
etc. The research required for these articles WOUld taI{e
considerable time.

4. Occasional Bool{ Reviel-Js of nel~ bool:s 1\rritten about
Southern lifrica and an u~! to date bibliogra:.. hy and corrnnents
orl nelJ rublications including both books and articles published
in journals and magazines •.

5. J..Jay Out: come improverl1ents llave been made -Co the lay
out since the survey's ince~tion in 1965 but in order to mm<e
tIle ~ppearance more distinctive and the survey more readable,
s\.lbstantially more time and effort l~ould have to be spent on it.

6. I·fuiling list: We have over 1,000 recipients at present
- churclunen, students and otllers. But 1\1e hOl)e that the proposed
iml)rOVements 1-rould lead to a far 11ider readership. In addi tion
I,!e \fnsh to actively increase the mailing 1tst by inc111ding
Blac'b: ~tu.dies Programs, High. Schools, ,Africa desks of nev-J~)agers,

congressmen amorlg others.

At l~resel1t, trle ,Eetitor of- tne survey is a volun tee.r who
Ca.l1 only give a limited aIrlo1.mt ai' time to editing the pa~)er.

In order to accomj;)lish the improvements in standard, a l)aio
edi tor is l1eeded to fulfill tIle "(jasl(s or ~rriting revie-vv arti­
cles, and detailed bacl(ground material, to spend considerably
r:10l~e tinle 011 layout al1d design, to publish the ne1'1'S survey
mOl~e pro~.JJG1:r on a montnly basis and generally to accom;Jlisn
the Goal of llsing the survey as a ve11ic1e for in1·orrnatirJn and
education 011 Soutnern Arri<.;a.
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J~ldt;e (, for 1969-70 (June to June)

UC11eral:
0alary for Program co-ordinator
Tel€:~)11one

Postace
~311~)·~11:Las
Travel to meetings

TJelJS SurVe":I:
Sala:r'y :for emtor
20 stage
~?rinting

$3350
120
120
120
190

3350
750

2000

;tuo ,000
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