TO: Past, Present, and Prospective members of the NSCF Southern Africa
Committee (and friends)

FROM: Bill Minter, staff DA TE: Nov. 10, 1965

The meeting of the committee on Friday, Nov. 5, 1965 raised a number of
issues that must be dealt with soon if we are to act together this year. Since
the active members of the committee are by-and-large new, we have to decide again
where we are going and why, and how we start moving in that direction. It is in
an attemot to clarify these issues that this 'proposal! is written.

I ask vast members and friends of the committee to consider the vroposal,
and relay to me what criticisms or additions you mey have. I ask the rest to'
vut threée questions to themselves: (L)A m I concerned enough with the Southern
Africa situstion thet I am willing to commit time to action for change? (2)If
so, is this provosal an effective fremework for our action as a group 2nd am I
willing to varticivate in this action? (3)If this vroposal is not good, is there
any other way in which this groun of veovle czlled the "Southern Africa Committee"
can do anything useful together that could not be done sevarately or through other
organizations? These questions must be taken seriously by each one of us, and
must be answered honestly. Otherwise, we might as well admit we are vnlaying
around and not pretend to be really concerned.

A fter that long vreface, now the oropossl. First I will give a summary
of the situation as I understand it, for if we are not exvlicit about this we
will be talking vast each mare often trkan not. Then I will talk about svecific
resvonsibilities and olens, both long- and short-range.

SITUATION: - '

(1)in Southern Africa — there exist the most vorominent and extreme examnles
of remaining colonialism and control by a racial minority. That minority is un-
willing to relinguish its place voluntsrily and to move towards a system of
Justice for all. Instead, avartheid in South Africa becomes more rigid rather
than less. The concessions due to the growth of the economy and the consequent
lack of white lator are minute, and the relative vosition of the non-whites does
not imorove, but declines. The restrictions on oonosition become more comnlete,
and .as a result the nonsviclent methods tried for years have been abandoned by
21l resovonsible African organizations. The regime by its military oower may be
able to vut off the chenge for a long time, but by its rigidity has already en—
sured that when that change does come it will be violent In the Portuguese
territories guerilla warfars has already begun, and is being'suppressed ruthlessly.
Rhodesla threatens a Unilateral Declaration of Indevendence, and violence is in
the offing if it does. Southwest Africa has been incorvorated into South Africg,
and faces a common destiny unless the World Court decision should be against

South Africa and South Africa should abide by it. The High Commission territories
remain vulnerable in their economic devendence on South Africa. OSummary: oresent
injustice sunorted by military and economic vower; future ootential for greatly
increased viol@nce, affecting inevitablv the rest of Africa and the wovld.

(2)u.s. volicy — has been overtiy anti-colonialist and anti-avartheid, How-
ever, U.S5. economic involvement in Seuth Africa is very heavy and increasing,

lends tacit suovort to avartheid, ana is encouraged by the U.S. government. More~
over, the U.S. has taken only token stens against avartheid, and has often given

the imoression that these were taken entirely hyvocritically with a view only to
imorov1ng the U.S, image with the Afro-Asian world. The U.S. retains NATO relas
tions with Portugal, -hile Portugel is engazed in a vicious colonial var, - Only
in the case of Rhodesia, and thet recently, have there been indications that U.S.
ovvosition to minority rule miszht express itself in actlon Whether this action
will be commensurate with the scovoe of the nroblem remains to be s=een.
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(3)U.s. grouos attemoting to change U.S5. volicy — Many grouns have in ' -
récent years vassed resolutions on-the subject; few have done much. Last
vear the American Committee on Africa soearheaded the formation of a Consultative
Council on South Africa, comvosed of 30-:0 concerned grouos. & conference was
held in Washington, resolutions were'eaesed"end Joint action discussed, but not
imnlemented. last year Nati-nal Student’ Assoc1at10n National Federation of
CathqliQ'College Students, National Iewman "and NSCH co-svonsored an "Emphasis
Week" which was held on some 28 csmvuses. OtlLer grouss, 'such as South Africa
Freedom sction Committee in Los Angeles, also held educatisnsl programs and/or
demons‘rations. SDS focueed its attention on South sfrics in the Chase Manhattan
(and other) demonstrations, and in the vrevaration and follow-up for them..NSCF
held a  seminar in Marc: at the Church Center for- tne ‘UN ‘involvéng about 100
veovnle from around the country.

This year there seems to be much more awareness and concern, both as a result
of last year's activities and due to the current orominence of the Rhodesian
situation. _mhls concefh is not, -“and cannot be, 2ll coordinated from a central
voint. - But national grouns may helo in qunolvln resources, coordinating activi—‘
ties, stimulating concern, and focusinn concern on the nressure voints where it
may have the most effect. Many of the same grouvs are involved, with the exceo-
tion for the most wvart of 5DS, which is understandably more one-issue(Vietnam)-
centered this year than last., Therefore, such grouvs are considering common
strategy, such as a March emohasis week with a Washington conference following
which would be directed toward lobbyirg for chernges in volicy, verhans by means
of congressional hearings on the subject. 3Juch joint action is focused on the
South African situation-in vazticular, because of its orominence and because of
the magnitude of U.S. involvement. S

(4)NSCF Scuthern, sfrica Committee — was formed last year as a result of
the Commissinon on World Mission's feeling, after hearing Ken Carstens, of the
urgency of the matter.. It was comvosed of members drawn from the Commission and
from others in the NY area who were concerned, particularly at Columbia and at
Union Seminary. It svent a great deal of time in study and formulation of a
stand, helved to olan the seminar at’the CCUN co-svonsored with UCCF, and nartici-
nated in the CCSA Washinvton anference It was sourred to action by the initia-
tive ‘of STS, and became invol lved in the-Chase ‘demonstratione as well as in con-
versations that followed. It co~en0nqored the March emphasis week, for which
- NSA - took major reﬂn;nslbllltv. As & resilt 6f tre Chase involvement, it Legan
to oress the Na*innal Coun01’ f ﬁhurbhes'te act, and was involved in this orocess
for muck of the soring, . '

It held seminars at the NSCF Genersl ﬁssemﬁlv in:Ch lcano in Seotember, and
at the beginning of the vesr met to set oriorities and :eneral strategy. It
suggested to NSA et al. the enonqoxhib agein of a March emohasis week, and
also an extension of tkis bevond the student level to: the CCSA. - It was involved
in vushing its concerns ‘at the World Order Study :Conference »f the NCC, and
in the. International Affairs Commission of the ¥CC. It sent.out an initial
mailing to a cbnstituancy.conSistidg'of'contDCte orimerily from the Semin~r of
"~ last year and -the NSCF Genersl Acssembly. It tbus committed itself to iﬁ#olvement
in 8 number of: dlfferent areas. .

Yet the membershiv of the committee is c. angmrr Manv cf the olc members
are now invelved elsewhere, and many new veovle are coming in., Tius we, as
a collection of . necovle, -have a wide variety of déspees of knowledze concerning
Southern Africa and. action of U.S. grouvs, 2and a wide variety of ovoinions con-
cerning what direction a grouo, attemntln to be resvon51ve in. thes context mlght
take. : T .
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Therefore I orovose this ~lan involving two elements: (1)the long-rang-
involvements to which we have become committed and the importance of which I
am convince of; and (2) the ehort—range action (a)necesssry that we may become
conversant with the situation in Southern Africe, may learn the contcxt of
action here in the U.S., and may learn to worktogether as a grouo; and (b)imnor~
tant for its o'n sake as well, and particularly crucisl at this time, :

I. Long — range

A. Geosgranhical concentration - South Africa

B. Focus of action for our committee - nztion=1, i.e, (1)nlaving a catalytic and

 _ crltical role with resvect to »lans of rational orgenizations, working

. together and sevarately.: (2)nrov1dirg resources and stlmulation to local

' contacts(nrimarilv by mail) -

C. Mesns of iction — the March Emnhasxs Veek tOsether w1th the nat10na1 conference
followving, vhich we vronosed to other student organizations this year, and
then with them to the Consulbdégive Council on South Africa.~

D. Preoaration

(1)with Nsa, et al. = we need o be working on concrete nlans for the week, and
for the subnlvlﬂg of information and icess to local groups vrior to the week

(2)with CCSa — we need to be involved in the continued formulation of nlans for
tre week and conference. In narticular, we need to oress for more co-ordinated
action ol prevaration and follow-up and well as on the conference itself.

(B)With our constituency -~ we are receiving more and more reqguests for informa-
tion, etc. e need to answer these. We need to be in contazct with veovle in
soecific areas such as Chicago — for »ressure on Congressmen Barrett O'Hara for
examnle.

(4)with NS5CF Political Commission — & group of interested students is now
emerging in ‘ashington. We need to be giving them ideas, and making use of the
work they can do there.

Z. Involvemént not directly connected witl tie Emmhasis Week

(1)with the Churches — We need to be irvolved here to helwn olav a catdlytic role,

and to be able to say things that need to be s2id(in, e.g., a consulédiion on

"Economic fesvonsibility of the Churches").

(2)with business ~ e.g2., it is vossible that the conwersations with Chase Man-

hattan last year might continue.

(3)with government — e.g., delegations or letters to U.S. mission to the U.V. or

to Senator Kennedy.

(4)with Africen student groups — for information as well as for work together an

varticudar orojects.
IT. Short-range

A. Geogravhical concentration ~ Fhodesia. Because of its r8cent nrominence in

the news, and the urgency of the situation ther:, both for Khodesia itself and

for all of Southern Africa. =

B. Focus of action for our committee - New York C;ty, varticularly Morningside

Heighte are-.

C. Means - (1)educational vprogram at Union Seminary; (2)working with other groups

orzanizing a tesch-in at Columbia on Rhodesia.

L. Prevaration —(l)Informing ourselves —(a)reading and revorting to each other;

(b)having soveakers in; (c)orevaring a statement on Rhodesiz and U.S. volicy.

(Z)Working with UTS Soc. sction Committee. (3)Working with such grouns as PASOA,

Rhocesian students, SDS, SNCC.

E. Extra-local activities - (1)m=iling - information; our statement; etc.

(2)communication of our activities to NSCF Political Co-mission in Waskington.

F. Not directly connected with Rhodesia emvhasis - selling tickets for Dec. 10 -

Human Rights Day Relly.
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If we are arrged on a vlan, either this one. or another; we need to assign
responsibilities and get to work right awav.

MINUTES TOV. 5, 1965

Minutes were sketcky, the minutes itself dis org»nibed.< The “main issue was
the directin and vitality ( or lack thereof) of the committee. - There was wide-
soread dissatigfaction, but no clear orovosal for remedying the. 31tuat10n. 4Issues

were local vs. nationesl resvwonsibility, the role of relationshio-to- other -y
organlzatlans, the oroblem of a '«edond-generation' committee and 1055 of charis—

matic zeal, the role of ‘the staff nerson.

It was decided that the next meeting would be at 1 PM 1nstead of 12,
Friday, Név. 12, in the 8th floor. c0nference room, " Interchurch Genter. We
will be talking with Susan I Bitner, recentlv returned from Jonannesburg, and
then ‘discussing the above oronos=l.
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