
TO: Members of the ACAS Steering CommH tee ond Board 
i:'ROM· Oav1d Groff 

January :26, IQS7 

RE: Mtnutes of the ExecuUve Committee Teleconference of 1/f8/67. 
Part1cjpents: W. Johnson .. A. Seidman. B. Minter. B. Derman, C. Root_. 
c. Thompson .. E. Ferguson, C. Goucher and D. Groff 

1. ACAS Letter to South African Government Protest1ng the Detention of 
NECC leederse. Dennen and c. Root) 

During the recent conference on Amen can educational progrems for black South 
Africans held at MSU, part1ctpents were asked to protest recent detentions of NECC leaders. 
Chris reed the draft of an ACAS letter she and em had prepared to send to the South Afr· 
government. After some discussion. the scope of the letter was broadened to include ca· 
for an end to torture and for negotiat1ons between the government and authent1c black 
leaders as a step toward ending the present cr1s1s. 

Participants dec10ed that ACAS should make an effort to get more colleges and 
un1vers1ties to jo1n 1n the protest. !n portlcu1or, institutions thet hove entered into 
educat1ona1 exchanges with South Africa should be prevailed upon to protest the 
government's recent acttons against black educattonal leaders. To this end a letter wm I 
sent to the presidents of the approximately I 00 tnstltut1ons involved 1n such exchanges. 
ACA5 members at these inst1tutions wm be urged to press for action. 

It was agreed that the ACAS letter should beer the signatures of the E::.:ecutlve 
Committee members part1c1pattng tn the teleconference. 

2. The Afric~m Peace Tour(A. Seidmen) 
Each spnng for the pest few years the Merylc:noll Order has spor1sored en Afr1can Pe~ 

Tour tn the United States. Teems of speakers from ACOA. WOA, AFSC, Trensafr1ce end otl 
groups have traveled around the country d1ssem1net1ng information on the crisis tn south 
Afr1ca end stimulating public discussion of southern African issues. This year's tour w1l 
teke place from Aprn 5 through May 2 and wtn visit Mississippi, Alabama, N!:trth end Sout 
c:aroltna and Florida. Its major emphas1s wm be on growing Amen can m111tary tnvolverr 
In southern Africa and Africa more generally. ACAS members 1n the areas v1sttetl by the 
team ere urgecl to help to arrange public meeUr1gs and media exposure. For further 
tnf ormatton. contact Nick Mottern of Maryknoll at 914-941-7590 . 

. 3. The Research Comm1tteiA. 5e1dman) 
Ann reported that she hed begun receiving replies to the ACAS questionnaire on 

members· pol1cy-oriented research 1nterests. So tar agriculture and educat1on are the r 
areas ot member Interest. 

An ANC sponsored conference on post-Hberatton education 1n South Africa will take 
ptoce loter this spring. ACAS wm cooperete. 

A book based the recent ACAS sponsored conference on agnculture f n southern Afrlc 
wm also appear later th1s sprtng. 

Efforts are under way to organize a workshop on the Implementation of sanctions. 

4. The TIAA-CREF CamrJ.§!gnc. Root) 
TIAA-CREF recently Informed Jtm Breedon that It does not consider the recent IBM e 

GM withdrawals adequate and wm press ahead with lts stockholder actions. At present 
further init1ath1es in the campaign await the outcome of these act1ons. The larger 1ssue 
the campa1gn es for the anti-apartheid moYement in general 1s how to define corporate 
involvement In South Africa. A r&leted 1ssue concerns work: er part1c1patton In Soutn Atrl 
industry. Bm Minter reported that ACOA, Transafrlca, AF'SC and WOA have drawn up a JOi 
statement def1n1ng dlstnvestment and wrn make It oublic shortly. A copy will be publ1sh 
In the neHt newsletter. 

5. The ACAS Bulletin(Bm Dermar1) 
The next newsletter wm eppeor erour1d the beginning of Februery. 

The cleaelline for subm1ssions 1s Jar1uery 26. 



After some discussion tt was agreed that our publication should henceforth be celled a 
~bulletin~ rother thor1 e newsletter. This new designation is more consistent wit.h the oc 
content. 

It was agreed that an ert1cle on the human rights sttuet1on tn Liberia should be 
published 1n the Februery Bullettn os a means of countering Secretary of State Schultz's 
recent statements on the subject. Possible sources on mfom1etion lncluoe the Lawyers· 
Committee on Human Rtghts. 

Carole TMmpson wm semJ out cop1es or a recent article on 1ooph01es 1n sanct1ons 
legls1at1on permitting the continued lmportatlon of ten minerals from South Africa. 

Ed Ferguson esked 1f o notice on Prexy Nesbitt's recent monograph, 
"Ap6rthe1d In our Uv1ng Rooms" wm be 1nclude(21n next edition. Willard Johnson suggest 
that a similar not1ce for 6111 Ninter'*'.1ng Solomon·s Mines J<ev1sttelihould also be 
published. It was agreed thet both notices should be lncluded in keeping with ACAS's 
long-standing policy of pub1iciz1ng relevant publications et no cherge. 

6. MembershtR(E. Ferguson) 
The new brochures end letterhead wm be ready on January 2 l. 

7. Treasurer's ReoortCC. Goucher) 
The balance In the ACAS account et the beginning of I 987 was $1544.75. 51..1bsequen 

$297.50 1n members' dues were deposited and $633.37 paid out to meet expenses. The 
current belence 1s $1208.88. 

Respectrully submttteel, 

~ .Id 
Oav1d Groff 

Exe~uti·i1e Secretory 
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