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On Tuesday, September 22, 4 people active in organizing for the Albany
demonstration against the Springbok Rugby match were arrested in that city. Three
of those arrests came in a 3:00 A.M. police raid where police burst into the apart-
ment of Vera Michaelson with pistols drawn and shotguns pointed. Two of the four
pecople, Mike Young and John Spearmen, were charged with illegal possession of a weapon,
and the other two, Vera Michaelson and Aaron Estis, were charged with possession of
marijuana and firecrackers.

At their arraignment on Tuesday morning the judge refused to set bail, stating
that he would hold the 4 activists for 72 hours. On Thursday bail was set at $10,000
for Mike Young and Joh Spearman, while Vera Michaelson was released on her own re-
cognizance.

Until all the facts are in, SART will not take a position on the alleged charges.

But we will state unequivocally that the holding of the 4 activists without bail
for 72 hours was clearly aimed at sabotaging the struggle against the Springbok Rugby
Tour. The refusal of the judge to grant them bail meant that they could not attend
Tuesday's massive rally against the Springbok game, nor could they participate in
further attempts this past week to build for opposition to Saturday's proposed Spring-
bok game.

At a time when Mayor Corning of Albany, the Ronald Reagan administration and
proponents of the Springbok Tour are crying so loudly about "free speech" and "lst
amendment rights", we find it extremely hypercritical at the least that the 4 activists
should be held in what amounts'to preventive detention. The Springboks, the national
team from the world's most racist country, are accorded all sorts of "rights" to
come and spread the poison of apartheid, while those who are demonstrating against
them are denied even the most basic rights.
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