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Why demonstrate aEainst the Da Vi i s Cup terF' is ma tch? 

1. Playing South Africa in a tennis match at this tirre 
has enorrrous publicity value since it serves to 
give South African sport irrportant lin~s to the 
outside world. South Africa has be9n isola ted 
in virtually every other sport and tennis ls one 
of the few sports in which South Africa can 
co~pete internationally on a teaw level. 

2. 'fenni s ls a sport in which South A fr ica n 8 portsn~ en 
have had above average success. By severin~ our ties 
with South Africa in that sport, we would have 
inordinate levera~e in reforming South Africa's 
sport policy since there are few remaining outlets 
for their sportsmen. It wouilibe another remin~er 
that they could not retrea t to their ·'I.ream world. 

3. South Africa ho.s alterea it s spon.iug policies only 
after tremendous external pressure, not throufh 
the policy of cowrrunication. If the United States 
were to isolate South Africa in sports sut:h ai:i \Jt:u .. ~"'' 
that would be a ter1·101t: u1ow to the South African 
psyc11e and force them t.o ma Ke further change. The 
small cosmetic changes which have been irrplementea 
with the assistance of individuals like Arthur Ashe 
were rrade possible by the international boycotts 
01 ~ouLn African sport. 

4. South Africa has made a few halting advances in 
trying to erta discrimination in sport, but the 
government has g iven no indication that she will 
~o any further than the unus ual concept of 
multimational' sport. This policy s tates that 

the oooulation arou os of South Africa can corr cete 
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against each other when interna tional ::lQOrtsrnen or 
teams are competing in events or rratches. Thus 
national teams theoretically will be rn ulti-ro.cial. 
But in ~ost sports, blacks ao not have aa e qu~te sporting 
fac t llties in their own areas so tha t it will be a 
r3.r e ty when a black :make s a nati onal tea1c. Thus 
multinationalism extends white superiority ins t ead 
of brealdne: it down. 1·.~ oreover, 1r:ultina ti onalism 
Jrirrors the Bantustan phi1oso phy by brea1\int: 
non- wh ite 3roups into Coloureds, Asians, and Africans, 
who are divided even cfi'urth8r lnto ''tribal' e:roups. 
Speaking out a gainst multinatlonallsm signifies that 
this concept is not acceptable and that you see 
through the smokescreen for what it is. 

5. Although the Davis Cup is a private competition, the 
United States team does proudly reoresent our country, 
and it should not play teams whl.c'h represents countries 
whose national sports policies are avowedly discriminatory. 



6. Some argue that nolitics shou ld be kept out of sport, 
but ln South Africa, ·sDort " is part and parcel of the 
po l itical situation. Sports policy ls deter1l'ined 
at cabinet level (they have a ~inister of Sport), and 
any attempt to fight sports policy has to be done 
at a political level. 

7. Speak ing out against the Davis Cup match haR symbolic 
value much lilce the repeal of the Byrd Amendment. 
It would restore a certain amount of credibility in 
the eyes of African nations, and it can only help 
in whatever neg~tiations we be c ome involved ifi. 
Ping-pong was used to open channels with China; now 
it appears baseball will signal chan!:e in our policy 
towards Cuba. Vfhy can't the opposite be done? Calling 
for teams not to play South Africa would expr ess our 
dlsao proval of their sys tem of discrimination. 

8. The United States should place more s tock in its sporting 
ties with Africa than with South Africa. 

9. Condemining the match sends signals to the White House 
that the American publ ic ls very aware of developments 
in Southern Africa and that there would be ~lsaoaroval 
of es6abl1shln~ closer links with that country on any 
level. It also helps those in Congress and the State 
Department who want to chan~e A!T'erlcan pol icy '.3 lnce they 
will know tha t they c::i.n rely .)n a v o cal constituency 
to support their moves. 

10. National figures whould speak out aFainst apartheid in 
sports since its philospphy runs counter to our own. 

11. A protest should be raised .not only aglnast South African 
sport pol&cies but against the k illings of innocent 
demonstrators in Soweto and other townships last year. 
The South African tennis team since they represent that 
country has to be criticized to let South AfrlcanR 
k n ow that we frifi have not forgotten the brutal repression 
of the African students. 
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