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TEE STRUGGLE FOR FRgE AM) FAIR ELECTIONS I N  NAMIBIA 

The Washington O f f i c e  on A f r i c a  and t h e  Washington O f f i c e  on 
A f r i c a  E d u c a t i o n a l  Fund b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  movement 
must p l a c e  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  Namibian independence  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  
f i g h t  f o r  comprehens ive  s a n c t i o n s ,  a s  a  t o p  p o l i t i c a l  p r i o r i t y  i n  
1 9 8 9 .  I n  less  t h a n  o n e  month on A p r i l  1, 1 9 8 9 ,  t h e  U n i t e d  
N a t i o n s  p l a n  f o r  Namibian independence ,  U.N. R e s o l u t i o n  435, w i l l  
b e g i n  t o  b e  implemented a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  U.S. media ted  Angola- 
Namibia p e a c e  a c c o r d s  adopted  December 22 ,  1988. 

The p r o c e s s  f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  Namibia w i l l  
c u l m i n a t e  i n  e l e c t i o n s  on November 1, 1989 under  Un i t ed  N a t i o n s  
S u p e r v i s i o n  and w c o n t r o l w .  The p e o p l e  o f  Namibia and t h e  Sou th  
West A f r i c a  P e o p l e s  O r g a n i z a t i o n  (SWAPO) , t h e  1 - i b e r a t i o n  movement 
o f  Namib ia ,  w i l l  f a c e  e n o r m o u s  o b s t a c l e s  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  
e n s u r e  f r e e  and f a i r  e l e c t i o n s  d u e  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  1978  U.N. 
p l a n  i t s e l f ,  s e v e r a l  deve lopments  w i t h i n  Namibia and t h e  Uni ted  
N a t i o n s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  months,  and t h e  c o l o n i a l  l e g a c y  of  
u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t  and  p o v e r t y  i n s i d e  Namibia. (See  WOA a c t i o n  
a l e r t  and memos on Namibia f o r  d e t a i l s . )  

A t r u l y  f r e e  and independen t  Namibia w i l l  b e  a  s e v e r e  blow 
a g a i n s t  a p a r t h e i d  Sou th  A f r i c a  and w i l l  a c c e l e r a t e  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
t o  d i s m a n t l e  t h e  a p a r t h e i d  s y s t e m  i n s i d e  t h e  c o u n t r y  by t h e  
a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  f o r c e s .  W e  a r e  w i t n e s s i n g  what must b e  d e s c r i b e d  
a s  t h e  m o s t  momentous development  i n  t h i s  d e c a d e  - a free and 
independen t  Namibia on t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  a p a r t h e i d  Sou th  A f r i c a .  I f  
Namib ia  a c h i e v e s  i t s  i n d e p e n d e n c e  w e  a r e  o n e  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  
f u r t h e r  t owards  d i s m a n t l i n g  a p a r t h e i d .  But  Sou th  A f r  i c a  w i l l  b e  
d o i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  w i t h i n  its power t o  undermine t h e  independence  
p r o c e s s  and deny  a  v i c t o r y  t o  SWAPO. P r e t o r i a ' s  s t r a t e g y  is t o  
have widespread  e l e c t i o n  f r a u d  and v o t e r  i n t i m i d a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  
a c c o m p l i s h  t h e s e  g o a l s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  
a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  g r o u p s  r a l l y  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Namibian p e o p l e  and 
SWAPO d u r i n g  t h i s  v e r y  c r i t i c a l  p e r i o d .  



Namibia Program o f  A c t i o n  

I n  o r d e r  t o  h e l p  o r g a n i z e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Namibian p e o p l e  
and SWAPO, WOA h a s  o u t l i n e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  proaram o f  a c t i o n  unde r  
t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  o u r  F r e e  Namibia Now! Campaign: 

1) R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  a n t i - a p a r t h e i d ,  p e a c e ,  c i v i l ,  
and  human r i g h t s  and l e g a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  w e l l .  
a s  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  c h u r c h e s ,  r e l i g i o u s  and 
t r a d e  un ion  g r o u p s  and media ,  o u t l e t s  must  b e  o r -  
g a n i z e d  t o  t r a v e l  t o  N a m i b i a  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  
e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  and  h e l p  e n s u r e  f r e e  and f a i r  
e l e c t i o n s  i n  Namibia; 

M a t e r i a l  a i d  and money must b e  o r g a n i z e d  f o r  SWAPO 
t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  r e p a t r i a t i o n  o f  r e f u g e e s  t o  
Namibia and for  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s  r e l a t e d  t o  e f for ts  
t o  free N a m i b i a ;  

3) C o n g r e s s  m u s t  b e  p r e s s u r e d  t o  v o t e  f o r  t h e  
u n c o n d i t i o n a l  r e l e a s e  of  t h e  U S  a s s e s s m e n t  f o r  t h e  
Uni ted  N a t i o n s  Peacekeeping  Account which i n c l u d e s  
money t a r g e t e d  f o r  t h e  UNTAG f o r c e s  which a r e  t o  
mon i to r  t h e  Namibian e l e c t i o n s .  The Bush adminis -  
t r a t i o n  w h i c h  h a s  s t a t e d  i t s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  m u s t  b e  p r e s s u r e d  t o  p r e s s  
Congres s  t o  e x p e d i t e  t h e  r e l e a s e  of  f u n d s  f o r  t h i s  
pu rpose ;  

The m e d i a  m u s t  b e  p r e s s u r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  
and ba l anced  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e  independence  p r o c e s s  
i n  Namibia; 

The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and Congres s  must b e  p r e s s u r e d  
t o  p r o v i d e  i m m e d i a t e  U.S. e m e r g e n c y  r e l i e f  and 
h u m a n i t a r i a n  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  Namibians,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
f o r  t h e  r e p a t r i a t i o n  o f  Namib ian  r e f u g e e s  and  
e x i l e s ,  and  l o n g  term d e v e l o p m e n t  and economic 
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  an i ndependen t  Namibia; 

A n t i - a p a r  t h e i d  g r o u p s  s h o u l d  o r g a n i z e  l o c a l ,  
r e g i o n a l  and  n a t i o n a l  m o b i l i z a t i o n  m e e t i n g s  on 
Namibia  t o  in form p e o p l e  abou t  t h e  impor t ance  of  
t h e  Namibian independence  p r o c e s s  and t o  encourage  
d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  a b o v e  o u t l i n e d  
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