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Phil Reed, ofthe Missionaries ofAfnca and a member ofour Board, ends his e-mails with a quotefrom the Indian
authorArnndht!ti Roy: "Onceyou've seen certain things, " she writes, ':Jou can 't un-see them, and seeing nothing is as
political an act as seeing something." It's reminiscent to me ofthe writings ofa key character in Alan Paton's Cry the
Beloved Country, essential!J saying that "it waspermissible when we did not know, but now that we know, it is no
longerpermissible." , .

(It also reminds me ofthat argument in church circles that seems never to go away, name!y that the Church should not
be involved in "politics." When Roy says that "seeing nothing is as political an àct as seeing something, " she isparal­
leling the response that those ofus who believe in afaithfUI calling to be engaged in "politics" have provided - often
ineffective!J - foryears: SilenceJ in theface ofi1lJustice, we say, is not a sign that the Church is keeping out of "poli­
ttcs. " Rather it is very much apolitical dedsion, and apolitical act.)

But that's not where l want to go with this reflection. Rather l've been thinking, thispast week or so, ofwhat l have
been seeing, and what it means to see things as apolitical act. Perhaps it's the vividness ofthe war imag~s - even
though we see little ofthe destmction our bombs are causing~ that has set me on this course. Perhaps it's my coming
across myphotosfmm a church building in Rwanda taken not long after the genodde, with skulls stacked in a corner.
Perhaps it's the more hopeful image ofthe Sinikithemba Choirfmm South Africa, women living with AIDS, singing
on Capitol Hill Or the enthusiasm offolks throughout the country who came to our recentAfrica Advocary Days.

What l've also been seeing is a natw1J:r leaders engaging in business as usual Ifmassive tax cuts can beJusttfted in
peace-timeprosperiry andpeacc- ime recession, l suppose we might as weIl ,'"onsider them in the midst ofwar and dèft­
dts. IfAIDS is like!J to kill fi urth ofthe population ofAfnca in the next decade, l suppose we might as weIl
phase in our support slow!J, or de~-rY our supportfor awhile in order to talk about abortion. -Ilnd even ifthe !MF
itselfis reporting that there is '~. le evidence" thatpolides ofeconomic liberalization - imposed upon Afma by the
US, the IMF and the World Bank - encourage economicgrowth in poor ,vuntries, l suppose we might as weIlpress on
with that same economic agendafor a continent ired inpover!J. Or should we? Maybe weJust aren't Iooking.

'Onceyou've seen certain things,you can't un-se them, and seeing nothing. is aspolitical an act as seeing something, "
Roy reminds us. "It waspermissible when we id not know, but now that we know, it is no longerpermissible, "
Paton echoes.

In one manner or another we have seen the tragedy - not an imaginedfuture threat, but a real threat now - of
HW/ AIDS throughoutAfrica. In one manncr or another wc know the tragedy ofwar. Perhaps we see less vivid!J
- perhaps not - the images ofmuch ofthe world, trying to live with hope and digniry on less than Iwo dollars a day.
Perhaps we know less clcar!J - pcrhaps not - how our economtc decisions in the United States help to sustain the in­
equities in the world economic·order. Whichever, we need to open our eyes and see. It is no longerpermissible not to, if
it ever had been.

Yours faithful!J,
Leon Spencer

Ifthm are othersyou would like us to send these reJlections to, please pass their names and addresses -on to us.
Alternative!J, ifthese reflections are unhelpful, just let us know and we'II removeyoufrom our list.
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