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NAMIBIAN CIKKHES I N  TBE STKGGIZ 

Brief His tor ical  Background 

The Namibian people  have a long 
h i s t o r y  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  c o l o n i a l  
danination, s t a r t i n g  f ran German coloniz- 
a t ion  of the  t e r r i t o r y  i n  1884. German 
co lon iza t ion  of  Namibia ( t h e n  c a l l e d  
S o u t h  West A f r i c a )  was b r u t a l  and 
exploitative. Over 80,000 Namibians were 
k i l led  during German mil i tary occupation. 
After Germany was defeated i n  World War 
I, The League of N a t i o n s  ( a  precursor t o  
t h e  United Nat ions)  was formed. The 
League d i v i d e d  Germany's c o l o n i a l  
holdings amongst t he  v ic tors  of World War 
I and South Africa aoquired a "Mandaten 
frm. the  League to govern ?Jmibia. 

I n  1966, t h e  U n i t d  Nations revoked 
South Africa 's  wMadaten over Namibia and 
c a l l e d  f a r  f r e e  and f a i r  elections i n  
t h a t  country. The South Afr icans refused 
t o  recognize t h a t  UN ruling. I n  1978, 
t h e  Uni ted  Nat ions S e c u r i t y  Counci l  
f i n a l l y  adopted Resolu t ion  435 which 
calls f o r  t h e  immediate withdrawal of 
South African troops f r an  Namibia and t h e  
holding of UN supervised elections.  

History of the Churah in NarFbia -- - 
For over  20 yea r s ,  t h e  Namibian 

churches have been ac t ive  i n  t h e  s t ruggle  
t o  end South Africa 's  i l l e g a l  colonial  
occupat ion of Namibia. The church i n  
ru ra l  Namibia serves as a g a t h e r i q  p i n t  
for  p o l i t i c a l ,  social, heal th  and educa- 
t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Namibian 
camunity. Churches are firm i n  t h e i r  
opposition t o  apartheid c s l o n i a l i m  and 
i n  suaport of f r e e  and f a i r  elections.  
The progressive ~ l i c i e s  and a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  many churches  i n  Namibia are i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  r e p r e s s i v e  l i v i n g  
conditions forced on t h e i r  parishioners. 
T h e e  churches embrace the  s t ruggle  f o r  
independence and self-determination of 
the  Namibian people. 

Any individual o r  i n s t i t u t i on  within 
Namibia advocating t h e  s t ruggle  f o r  

independence, incurs  t he  wrath of the  
S o u t h  Af r ican-backed "uovernmentn 
( s e l e c t e d  by P r e t o r i a  t o  adminis te r  

Namibia) i n  Namibia and t h e  100,000 South 
African troops i l l e g a l l y  stationed there. 
The Church is n o t  exempt from t h i s  
h a r a s s m e n t  and  r e p r e s s i o n .  Many 
churches have suffered grea t ly  fo r  t he i r  
leadership i n  opposition t o  South African 
occupation. Clergy and lay-people a r e  
r o u t i n e l y  de t a ined  without  charge or  
t r i a l  and sub jec t ed  t o  t o r t u r e .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  church premises a r e  o f t e n  
banbed o r  raided. 

In  t he  face  of the  continuing th rea t  
of  repression, t h e  ci-IU-&es have main- 
tained t h e i r  commitment t o  the  struggle 
f o r  i ndependence .  L o c a l  c h u r c h e s  
cons is t e n t l y  provide  documentation of 
human r igh t s  abuses by the  South African 
occupation forces and provide upto-date  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  inc reas ing  South 
Afr ican repression i n  Namibia. 

Namibians and t he  Church -- 
A t  l e a s t  80 pe rcen t  of Namibia's 

black popula t ion  is Christian. About 
half  of t he  black population belongs t o  
t h e  United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(UELC)  , formed when t h e  Evangel ica l  
Lutheran OvamboKavango Church ( E E )  and 
t h e  Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church ( E X )  
recently merged. Other major denanina- 
t i ons  include the  Roman Catholic Church, 
Anglican Diocese of Namibia, Methodist, 
Congregationalist, and Afr ican Methodist 
Episcopal (AME) churches. The p reapa r t -  
heid Dutch Reformed Church has a s izeable  
following i n  t he  white population. 

Church Policy - I n  Namibia 

1967 -- The EIXX: and E E  canplained t o  - 
t h e  South African Prime Minister about 
the  forced removal of many carammities t o  
t h e  b a r r e n  r u r a l  r e s e r v e s  known a s  
bantustans, skyrocketing rents,  r e s t r i c t -  
ions on freedan of movement, t he  denial  
t o  blacks of t he  r i gh t  t o  purcfiase land, 



and  t h e  t o r t u r e  of  d e t a i n e e s  and 
po l i t i ca l  prisoners. 
1971 -- Lutheran  l e a d e r s  p u b l i c l y  - re jec ted  apar the id  and commended t h e  
International Court of Just ice 's  ruling 
tha t  South Afr ica' s occupation of Namibia 
was i l legal .  
1975 -- The Lu theran  and Anglican - 
churches openly expressed the i r  support 
for  SWAPO by withdrawing the i r  chaplains 
from s e r v i c e  with t h e  South African 
p o l i c e  and m i l i t a r y ,  and appointing 
chapla ins  and p a s t o r s  t o  South West 
African People's Organization refugee 
camps and t r a i n i n g  c e n t e r s  ou t s ide  
Namibia's borders. 
1977 -- The Christian Council of Namibia - 
(CCN) , was formed. A l l  denaninations 
except the Dutch Reformed Church joined. 
April 1986 -- Namibia's churches, pol i t i -  
c a l  g roups ,  s t u d e n t s v  and woman's 
organizations issue the  Ai-Game Declara- 
t i o n ,  calling fo r  the  irnnediate i n p l e  
mentation of UNSCR 435 and demanding 
comprehensive sanc t ions  against  South 
Africa. 
January 1987 -- The Supreme Court of 
Namlbia r - s t s  court action bv Lutheran. 
Roman catholic  and Anglican bishops t o  
end t h e  8 year  dusk-tMawn curfew i n  
northern Namibia. 

Reprisals Against - The Namibian Churches 

** St .  Mary's Anglican seminary was 
blown up i n  1981. 
** A t  l e a s t  17 percent  of Lutheran 
pastors and lay-persons attending a 1982 
n a t i o n a l  synod were deta ined without 
charge by South Af r ican a u t h o r i t i e s .  
Most were tortured during detention. 
** I n  January 1986, CCN off ices were 
firebombad and n m r o u s  church m r s  
detained without charge. 
** On November 25, 1986, Rev. Gabriel 
Amupolo was k i l l e d .  Police confirmed 
t h a t  South African r i f l e  s h e l l s  were 
found near the body, but fa i led  t o  carry 
o u t  an  in tens ive  investigation. 4000 
people attended the  fmera l .  
** I n  Sep tember ,  1987 t h e  Roman 
C a t h o l i c  Church a t  Omul iuk i l a  was 
destroyed by sabotage. 
** A s  of January 27, 1988 six Luther- 
ans, two Catholias, and three Anglicans 
were being detained without charges. 

The Church in  the Independ - -- & stru~sle 

Church support has been an inportant 
f a c t o r  i n  Namibia's struggle fo r  inde- 
pendence. Because church constituents 
make up over 80% of Namibia's population, 
t h e  s t rong  church cr i t ic imm of South 
African occupation and c a l l s  for  Namibian 
independence carry considerable weight. 
International outrage a t  the  detention o r  
t o r t u r e  of church leaders who are, a s  
Anglican Bishap James Kaulma d e e r  ibes 
it, "trying to be faithful to the measage 
of t h e  Gospel in cr i t ic iz ing  a system 
which is very dangerous and W u l  to 

the churches as well as to the people of 
t h e  c o u n t r y , "  f o c u s e s  a t t e n t i o n  on 
Namibia's independence struggle. 

U.S. Policy On Ni?mlibia - - 
In 1978 the  United States  voted for 

UNSCR 435. This colllinitment t o  Namibian 
independence was effectively reversed by 
the  Reagan administration policy called 
"linkage," which makes the withdrawal of 
Cuban troops fran neighboring Angola a 
precondit ion for Namibian independence. 
Cuban troaps serve i n  Angola precisely t o  
repulse continued South A f  r ican invasion 
and occupation of Angola. But, t h e  
Reagan A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n s i s t s  t h a t  
communism, no t  t h e  r a c i s t  apartheid 
system, is the  major threat  t o  peace i n  
s o u t h e r n  A f r i c a .  Because of t h i s -  
p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  U.S. s u p p o r t s  South  
A f r i c a '  s c o n t i n u e d  c o l o n i z a t i o n  of 
Namibia. 

I n  October 1986, the  U.S. Congress 
passed, over President Reagan's veto, a 
l i m i t e d  package of selected sanctions 
against South Africa. Those sanctions, 
whi& include a ban on the  inportation of 
most uranium and a l l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c t s ,  a l s o  a p p l y  t o  Namibia. 
However, t h e  loopholes i n  t h e  limited 
sanc t ions  law have allowed continued 
importation of Namibian c d i t i e s .  

Conclusion 

The Namibian people w i l l  continue t o  - 7 resist apytheid  repression. But, tE 
Namibian si tuat ion is a clear  injust ice 
t h a t  must be challenged by the en t i r e  
internat ional  camnvlity a s  well. Each 
day t h a t  apartheid colonialism continues, 
the  peaple of Namibia continue t o  suffer 
o u t  of t h e  view of t h e  international 
caranmity. 

U.S. churches must focus attention on 
Namibia. Though many churches s t a y  
informed about apartheid repression i n  
South Africa, Pretoria 's war against t h e  
Namibian people s t i l l  remains largely 
unreported. It is inportant tha t  t h e  
e n t i r e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  community focus 
a d d i t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  ongoing 
struggle of the  churches and the  people 
a g a i n s t  t h e  i l l e g a l  o c c u p a t i o n  of  
Namibia. 
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