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After Tive centuries of crescendoing militery resistance to
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Portuguese colonial domination, African liberation aermies in Guines-
Bisgsau, Mozewbique and Angola can now see ummistakaeble signs of pro
Zress towards in&épen&eﬁce and consequent relief from a ruthlessly
muiti-feceted eﬁploitation, historicelly the hallmerk of western relaticns
with Africs since Vasco da Cams rounded the Cape of CGood Hope im 1463,
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Guinea-Bissan has adlready declered its independence; the freedom
fighters are far {rom being contained in Angola; aud evenr more recently,
the Mozambique Liberation Front {FRELIMO) hos opened now theaters of
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operation deep iz that territory’s southlcmd,
,

rail life-lines and, for the first time, imperiling major Portugu uese

wepulation centers ia Mozambique.

The diminishing pro v@c 8 for any kind of gualified Portugucse
victory ave now desper&te enough that the Paris newsletter, L@?b*.
D'africue, in Janu axy xore@asted & gradual Dortaguese pullou% from

APrica in the foresecable Puture

} Offcaurae none of the implicstions here sre lost on the rem&ining
white Aénwrity rule countries, South Africa and Zimbabwe (Rhodesizj.
As they il ere Joined in & symbiosis of mubtual defense against African
mejority rule, whatever bodes ill for Portugel, bodes ill as well for

the rest. Making that point even moresclsedly,the Ian Smith regime in
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G c»“ed Zimbebwe {Rhddesia) @exﬂafu red &l @ﬁdj by threalts to
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their econcmic life-lines and guerilla “ﬁ@aca scross their border

now has been forced ¢o double military conscription and evacuate
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lilon square miles of border lend, thus, creating a free-Tire
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nE in ii1 anotaur effort to defer the ineviiable. South Africa,:



with troops for some time deployed against the freedom forces in
fngola and Mozaubique, is expected to attempt seizure of the southern
st zones in the two colonies as buffers to her own. imsecure borders

end when the Portuguese defense collapses.

From all reliable indications, oae might, with relative assurance,
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speculate that a-decade from now and certainly not more thaa two, the
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feze of Scuthern Africa will heve been radically sltered. More coun-

Tidently, the projection can be made that Portuguese colonial hegemony

in Africe will end and relatively scoa.

territories change soon. drametically, (at least om the surface), will
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szrily been harvested? OF cuviocus taszk
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then will be Yo wege quite a different kind of struggle ageinst Portugal

2zd the principle Western zllies

the United States, CGreat Iritain,

West Germany, and France that have kept the colonial eaupire

‘2flioat and retarded the bloom of freedom in Africa for so long.

 Trhe unfolding of future events is not Qifficult to visualize. AL
of the Western powers by the initiative of the United States, will
sirongly endourage, Support, impordune, and even flercely pressure
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Pogtuzal to hold fast in Africa until i% is no longer scarcely feoszible
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ceonczically, militerily, or diplometicelly for them to have her &
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that point will Portugel and her allies attempt to put into place

only at
the second forelgn policy opbion — ‘& neceolonizl arrangenent of

one variety or anotiher, combrived to leave Portugal in virtual control

vwhile Geceptively accomzodating African demends £or participstion.

In his readable  and thoughtfully researched book, Portuguese Africa

» Williem Minter sets forth in broad outline a United States
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foreizn po?icy &esigned‘to anticipate eventual Portuguese militery
defeat while preaerving Western business and military access o Southern
Africa through use of more devicus meens: "imerica seems to have made
three basic Judgements: (1) Souﬁh@rn Africa is‘cf strategic inportence
co the Unlted States; (2) the best guarantee of stability onm Westeran
be found in cooperation with the existing, white-dcx nated
{3} those regim@a, in order tc become more acceptable and move
partzers in maint&inimg stability, w@ﬁidbb@ well advised o
make limited steps towards grezder pa?ticipatiea‘of Africens. There
are two corollery jJudgements: (1) the disruptive 1iberation movements®
3! ai le the reforms ave given Lime to work, and (2) the -
ﬂ@@p@fﬂ@iea with the white regimes must be ’10w key' so 23 to minimize
internotional criticisnm end domestic debate sbeout the issue.”
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We'd do well, it follows, to keep in mind

of African freedca, comprising mearly all of the so-called "free world”,
never give ﬁp.Lomg before the overt conduct of nilitary aectivity is
finished, the less detecteble and more insidious covert subversive
meagures have long sin ce ta& er root. And, p rhaps that is the sinzle
mest re@rrding element of‘ﬁimﬁer°s work. Though comprehensively infor-
national, most of the preaﬁnt&d data aboud @con@micg‘militaryg éiplozatic
and TAT veriety relationships bGﬁW»uﬁ Portugel and her aili@s have
voeared elsewhere. Bub, here we are uniguely aflcorded o eri itical

rican foreign policy in the making through the malignant
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cutterings of the Dean Achesons, the Clark MeGregors and the rest of those

relative fow fac ezess white fmericans who have in seni-gecrcey 2il bub
totally shaped v uu?iean policy on Afriea over %h@ last ¢two decndes,
without benefit of consultation, except,of @GU?uLg from Guif Gil, |

General Motors, the Pentagon and the like.

Be aszured, howevey; that as thelr policies, covert or obherwise,

‘Thaven®t worked the Western will in other paris of the Third ¥World, thﬁy
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will have no gre&t@? guccess in turning Africa awny ffam her chosen

ceourse of total @r@eéam.
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