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fhe American Comnittee on Afvica today protested the expected appointment
of Nathaniel P. Davis, U.S, Ambassador to Chile at the time of tﬁe overthrow
- of President Salvadexr Allende, to the top posé on Africa at the State Depaft-
ment, | |
George M. Houser, Rxzecutive Director of thé Committee said:y Mfe don't
want a new Chile in Africa, particularly at tﬁis ;énsitive moment when
Portugzal is relinquishing its colonies to the African majority":' Mr. Hou#er
utged.Secretary of State Henry‘Kissinger to reconsider the appoiﬁtment‘of. Mr;
kDav1s=és Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs,
"The CIA was actively involved in the éhile coup' Mr. Housér contiﬁued;
"and it is a natural conclusion to assume knowledse, if not complicity, by the
American Ambassador in these events'. n
Mr. Davis was reportedly part of the 'destabilization” team of persoms
sent to Chile shortly aftex Allende's election. He previously sexrved as Ambasse
ador to Guatemala from 1968«71, replacing Jehn G, Mein who was killed byv'
auerrilla forces there, ¥This was during ﬁuétemala's "pacification" prosram,
in which thousands died. Two yesrs prior, My. Davis was a senior member of
the National Security Council in ¥ashinston. He had previously spent many years
as a U,S8. anti-communist expert, in the Moscow bureau 1954-56 and at the Staté
- Department's Soviet desk from 1956-50, at the height_of.the cold war.
The proposed Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs has no pre~

vious history of experiscnce on African issues. He is replacing Donald Easum,

vho assumed the %% sy in early 1974.
The American Commitiee on Africa has suppeorted African independence in the
United States since 1933,
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