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The American Committee Oil Africa to,~ay protested the expected appointment 

of Nathaniel P. Davis, u9s. Ambassador to Chile at the t~e of the overthrow 

of President Salvador Alte·nde, to the top post en Africa at the Stt!te Det;tart• 

ment. 

George M. Houser, ~:?::ecutive Director of the Committee said: "l~e don't 

t-mnt a new Chile in Africa, particularly at this sensitive moment when 

Portugal is relinquishing its colonies to the African majorityr•. Mr. Houser 

ur~ed Secretary of State Uem.-y Kissinger to reconsider the appointment·of Mr. 

Davis .as Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs. 

"The CIA t>1as actively involved in the Chile coup" Mr. Houser continued, 

nand it is a natural conclusion to assu.'Ue kno~1ledge, if not complicity, by the 

American Ambassador in these eventsr'. 

Mr. Davis t>7as repot:tedly part of the 'destabilization11 team of persons 

sent to Chile shortly after Allende's election. He l'revf.ously served as Ambass• 

ador to Guatemala from 1968u71, re{)l.acin~ Jchn G. l1E:!in 'tmo t.ms killed by 

guerrilla forces thel'e. 'l'bis <t~as duriL11 Guatemala's "pacification" pro~rmtt, 

in which thousands died. 'r"·JO yea:ts 'fH:ior. ~lr. Davis ·Has a senior member of 

the National Security Council in H'ashinr~ton. He had previously spent many years 

as a u.s. anti-communise eJtpert, in the Uoscol>1 bure.::u 1954-56 and at the State 

Department's Soviet desk from 1956-60, at the hei1ht of the cold war. 

The proposed Ass::.stant Secreta·ey of State for Aft'ican Affairs has no ore-

vious historJ of ex:pe-rionce on African issues. He is replacin!l Donald Easum, 

The American CO!m.nittee on Africa has supported African independence in the 

United States since 1953. 
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