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The struggle and fight against racial oppression is a concern 

local level but al '=-0 on t.he in ternati cr·1!:'~l 

We must connect our movement with the larger world movement 

against destructive systems. By doing this we increase our 

understanding of the local struggle and also educate and inform 

our:-elves of =-imilar me<vements, their goals, and their· i:tchievement=-· 

Positive arid aiding communication between anti-racist movements is a 

way to attain our objective: the eradication of institutional and 

attitudinal racism. 

In our struggle • -1-agair.s .... racism here, we are inspired by our 

brothers and sisters struggle in Southern Africa. Our s2crific~s are 

so little compared to theirs, but when we see their fight for 

freedom, we are even mare vigilant in our struggle against 

The repressi~n in South Africa goes beyond just horrifying statistics 

that we often read about; it is a form of degra~ing systematic 

oppression that permeates the society politically, ec□nomically 7 a11d 

culturally, a repression that extends from the parliament, ts tt1e 

Nationally, $1,115 pET capita is 

spent on white children and conversely, $170 per capita on Black 

1 teacher 

2th.teat.ion is fr-ee and ccmpulsor-y fer white students, bu.t neither free 

nor compulsory for Black students. But we must also look at the 



educational system und2r which Black South Africans are forced 

1 earn. 

The racism in South Africa is economically based on a need for 

labor; and thi!:'=- economic hierarchy is reinforced by the education2I 

lack of political and economic rights. The educational s·/== tP.m 

2ttempts to "keep Blacks in their place" and degrade them 

psychologically. A blatant attempt to strip Black South Africans of 

their cultural identity, the South African regime~ since 1975; has 

implemented Afrikaa~s; the language of the oppressors, as the medium 

of instruction for Black students. This decision met with national 

protest and dissent, particularly ~n Soweto, where Black South 

African students addressed the problems of the use of A~rikaans as 

the medium of instructioriJ and more importantlyl the whole inferiur 

policy of Bantu education. 

Several hundred students left South Africa in the wake of the 

student uprisings. They left with a desire to better equip 

themselves so they might return home able to contribute effectively 

to the struggle of their homeland. Out of this desire grew the· 

Solomon Mahlanau Freedom College• which was established by the ANC in 

1979 to combat the Bantu educational system. SOMAFCO, in Tanzania, 

offers educati or, from Mu1~sery through professi anal SL:hc.ml s. The 

course offering is e~tensive and designed f□ meet the students· needs 

of a well-rounded education that is denied to most Black South 

Because of economic and political reasons SOMAFCO 
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Mahl 2.ngu F1-eedwm College our '.:·i ster school. SOMAFCO epitomizes much 

of what the University of Michigan strives for: quality education, 

the world's ycuth in building a better society. 

SOMAFCO is constantly in need of material aid and we should help 

th2m in their battle. Due tu -the high cost of itEms :in Tanz2.nia., 

shipping certain mat21-- i al goods would be more effect i \te than sen dins 

There are thr·ee different areas of possible supply: persc:n-3] 

care products, school supplies, and medical supplies. A suggestion 

could also be found within the home: 

toothpaste 
toothbrLtshes 
combs 
sanitary napkins 
tampons 
towels 

=-~aap 
st··,am~~:rJ 
C 1 ::.tf1t~·s 

Schccl. ___ Suppl_ies 
pencils 
erasers 
1=1en=:. 
crayons 
sharpeners 
solar calculator 
rulers 
compas':::.es 
prc{tractors 
c!-~al k 

tt?.f:ti.~ ~J. ..... ~1,1ppJ i e = 
gauze 
cotton balls 
rubbing alcohol 
aspirin 

bandages 
medical tape 
iodine 

A box ~or donations will be placed at Pronto Printing Center 1n 

the Michigan Union. Goods will be packaged and sent at the end of 

possible locations for bo:;-;es are t.he dor-ms, 

co-ops~ and fraternity and sorority houses (going through Greeks for 

Peace). Another possibility to solicit donations ~;uul d be thr-ough 
----
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national member·ship organizations of both quick printing cEr!ter·<::. i3nc.J 

anti-apartheid coalitions. 

Due to the h·igh cos::: of shipping, fund rai5ing \e'/.ill be necessa.ry 

in craer to pay shipping costs of the goods to SOMAFCO. 

frum concer11ed faculty 1 students, and other organizations will be 

sought. Other financing possibilities are bucket drives and a 

Another par-t of our· campaign this year is to establish a studen L 

exchange program with SOMAFCO and particularly, having students from 

the University of Michigan going to SOMAFCO. This wuuld be a symbol 

of the solidarity between our struggles.and a concrete way far us to 

b,·oaden our e:i-:perience and understanding o-f the fight -f;:n- freedom. 

Our understanding would be one of actual experience and increased 

knowledge which is unattainable here by reading newspaper rPports or 

watching media coverage. 

By a meaningful contribution that we hope to make to SOMAFCO we 

the words of Alfred Nzo the Secretary General of the 

"cease to be mere sy1rip.athi zers and :-upporters and become 

participants in the struggle." 
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