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Angola 12 January 1993 

Angola is in the throes ~f renewed civil war. An agreement of May 1991 ended 
Cit was hoped) the 16-year-old contest between the MPLA and UNITA. Nation-wide 
elections on 29/30 September 1992, in which 91% of Angolans voted - a record 
indication of the deep desire for peace, resulted in the MPLA achieving 53.7% 
of the vote for a parliament. UNITA got 34.1% and several smaller parties the 
rest. However, President Jose Eduardo des Santos with 49.6% narrowly missed 
topping the 50% required for election as the new president of Angola. UNITA's 
Jonas Savimbi racked up 40.1%. Plans for a UN~monitored run-off commenced. 

An embittered Savimbi declared the elections fraudulent - totally at odds with 
the judgment of 400 United Nations observers, 400 other foreign poll watchers 
and foreign governments, including the USA. UNITA's leader called for new 
elections, withdrew his generals from the Angolan national army and sent his 
rebel troops into assaults against provinc~al cities. UNITA almost surrounded 
Angola's capital, Luanda. The government after savage fighting repelled the 
rebels. All the while a stream of planes from South Africa overflew neigh­
boring countries carrying war materiel for Pretoria's ally, Savimbi. 

The newly elected Angolan parliament has been installed. The Angolan prime 
minister is coming to the USA this weekend to ask for diplomatic recognition 
and an exchange of ambassadors between Washington and Luanda. A prime task 
for: 

President Bill Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
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Scapegoats in the divisive world of 
Zaire politics 
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Chris McGreal reports from Likasi in Shaba province on the plight of refugees trying to escape 'ethnic cleansing'. . . 
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About40,000 people have been terrorised into leaving their homes as President Mobutu cynically attempts to 
repeat that he is the only person who can hold the country together 

A
S the weekly train 
pulls past the stacks of 
furniture and thou­
sands of people jos­

tling for position on the plat­
form at Likasi station, Kabwe 
Kand-Kand faces a stark choice. 
Docs he join the sometimes 
deadly crush to escape the only 
place he has called home? Or 
docs he risk his family's safety 
by remaining another week, 
hoping they can get away with 
more than just the clothes on 
their backs? 

He is one of about 40,000 
people in and amund Likasi 
station trying to nee the "ethnic 
cleansing" in Zaire's southern 
Shaba province of those with 
roots in the neighbouring prov­
inces of eastern and western 
KasaL Some of those not 
burned out of their homes, just 
terrorised into leaving, have 
brought everything they own. 

As the train nears the station, 
refugees pour down an em· 
bankment from the vast "city" 
of 10.000 camped under green 
plastic sheeting. On the plat­
form, thousands more scramble 
over the furniture to get a grip 
on one of the carriages. The 
train has room for only 2,000 
and most are left to wait. Three 
people were asphyxiated in the 
crush for last week's train. 
Typically, a dozen die on the 
five-day journey north to Kasal, 
a place they are told is home 
but which few have seen. 

The man immediately respon-

sible for this misery is Shaba's 
governor, Kyungu wa-Kum­
wanza. He would have out­
siders believe the expulsion is 
born of Shaba's deep-rooted de­
sire for secession which Jed to 
United States and United 
Nations military intervention 
in the 1960s in what was then 
known as Katanga. Although 
various tribal groups are 
caught up in the confrontation, 
all concerned talk only in terms 
of Kasaians and Katangese. 

The governor paints a picture 
of Kasaians that would be fam-

Mobutu Sese Seko's waning au­
thority. In the increasingly div· 
isive world of Zairean politics, 
President Mobutu's opponents 
were able to appoint their man. 
Etienne Tshisekmli, as prime 
minister In August. Mr Tshise­
kedi is from Kasai. The man he 
replaced, Nguza Karl+Bond, is 
from Shaba. Governor Kyungu, 
a Mobutu appointee, is a close 
ally of Mr Karl-i-Bond. 

President Mobutu hopes his 
divide-and-rule tactics will 
allow him again to claim only 
he can hold Zaire together. It is 

Kolwezi. Dozens died, thou­
sands like Kabwe Kand-Kand, 
his wife and four children, in­
cluding a 15-year-old daughter 
with a young baby, were driven 
out of their homes by organised 
gangs. He had to abandon his 
job as an electrician. 

As the attacks increased, tens 
of thousands of others ned to 
the camps. The military offered 
protection until, in October, 
Shaba's governor ordered the 
refugees expelled. 

"The military said everybody 
had to leave and go to the 

them befter workers than the 
Katangese. The Kasaians rose 
In stature and importance 
within the industry and 
branched out to other 
businesses. By Independence, 
Kasalans were a crucial 
element of Shaba's economy. 

The governor likes to equate 
Kasaians with colonisers. 
"Let's stop the Kasai colonisa­
tion of Katanga," he railed In 
one of his radio speeches before 
demanding Kasaians be dis­
missed from their jobs at the 
huge state-owned copper min-

The governor paints a picture that would be familiar to Asians driven from 
Uganda: 'The Kasaians must go and the Katangese can have the nice jobs' 

iliar to Asians driven from 
Uganda or Jews oppressed in 
Europe. The industrious and 
business-minded Kasaians are 
portrayed as exploitative and 
money-grubbing. The governor 
considers them lucky to be 
allowed to leave alive. 

"The Kasaians must go and 
then the Klitangese can have 
the nice jobs' and nice houses. 
The Kasaians have looked after 
themselves; they have done 
nothing for us; so they must go. 
They must g!(t out and if they 
don't we will make them pay," 
.Mr Kyungu said. 

But the persecution amounts 
to little more than a cynir:al po­
litical ploy lo holster President 

a dangerous game and the toll 
of human misery and economic 
instability is proving high. 

Mr Kyungu's crusade in­
cludes the petty, such as renam­
ing Avenue Kasal in Shaba's 
main city, Lubumbashi. A few 
blocks away ne has erected a 
monument to Moise 'fshombe, 
defeated leader of Shaba 's se­
cessionist drive. 

But what disturbs Kabwe 
Kand-Kanrl is less benign. 
Weeks of verbal denunciations 
by the governor tumed to phys­
ieal attacks in September in the 
three cities where people of Ka­
sal origin account for more 
than one-third of the populn­
tion: l.ikasi, l.uhumbashi and 

school. We stayed there two 
weeks and then they told us the 
governor said we had to leave 
Kutanga. There was general 
panic and everybody just 
rushed to the station," Kabwe 
Kand-Kand said. 

Thousands of people have 
made it to Kasal by train and 
lorry. The Belgian medical 
relief agency, Medecins Sans 
Fronticres (MSF), says it is 
helping 30,000 people who have 
arrived having known nowhere 
but Shalla. Kabwe Kand-Kand 
has visited his ancestral home 
in Knsai only once. 

The Kasaians were brought 
to Shah:1 by colonial Belgian 
mine-owners who considered 

lng house, Gecamlne, which 
provides the financial life-blood 
of Shaba and Zaire. 

Gecamine Is already In seri­
ous trouble, its finances bled 
dry by .President Mobutu and 
unable to repay fon•;gn loans. 
Production is Jess than half its 
potential. Expelling the skilled 
Kasaians is a further blow. 

The effects on Shalla's econo­
my are all too evident. Shops 
and businesses closed or seized 
were given to Katangese who 
sold the remaining stock and 
abandoned them. Kasaians 
dominated the best market in 
Likasi. It has now shifted to the 
railway station. Katangesc dare 
not venture ncar, hut cannot 

find many of the things they 
used to in the town's market. 

Over the last few hundred 
yards to the railway station, 
the sounds of industry swell. 
Refugees have occupied the 
railway workshops, turning out 
metal boxes for sale. In a clear­
ing hundreds of people bang out 
pots while children play 
draughts with bottle tops. 

But the cost for others has 
been high. A two-month mea­
sles and dysentery outbreak 
killed up to 10 children a day 
before it was brought under 
control shortly before Christ· 
mas. Now they face hunger. 
MSF estimates about one in five 
is 'suffering from malnutrition. 
Although food is plentiful at the 
station market, aid workers 
complain Kasaians are not 
doing enough to help one 
another. 

Octogenarian Mukuba Valen­
tin sits alone In front of a hes· 
sian shack staring at the food 
he cannot afford to buy. Occa­
sionally nuns bring him some­
thing to eat. Sometimes at dusk 
a stall holder will throw him 
rotting tomatoes that will not 
sell. He, too, was burned out of 
his home. 

"The first who is responsible 
is Mobutu. He doesn't like his 
people. He says he is father of 
the nation. If he was a good 
father, he would visit his chil· 
dren. !lis attitude shows he 
doesn't care about the nation," 
he says. 
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GALLANTRY and GRIT 

Helen Joseph, 87-year-old South African freedom fighter, 
died in Johannesburg on Chris"bnas Day 1992 - after over 
40 years of singular dedication and witness in the strug­
gle for a just and denocratic South Africa. 

The British-oorn Helen Joseph, after teaching English at 
a girls 1 school in India, carne to South Africa in 1931. 
She was shocked at encountering the horror of racism 
firsthand. .Th.lring World War II she became nore and nore 
involved in the resistance to apartheid, first delving 
into the inequities of education, national incomes and 
agriculture. After the war, divorced and childless, she 
engaged in setting up corrmunity centers, co-operatives~ 
orphans homes and adult schools. She was taken on as 
secretary of the South African Garment Workers 1 Union by 
the late radical trade unionist, E. S.(Solly) Sachs. 

In 1953, she joined the Congress of Democrats, the white 
organization allied with the African National Congress. She was a founding member of the 
pro-ANC Federation of South African Women. When Pretoria moved to extend the pass laws, 
which controlled the movements of black men, to include black women, she and her close 
friend, the late Lillian Ngoyi, spearheaded a protest m:rrcll of 2 0, 000 wanen to the very 
heart of the apartheid regime, the Union Buildings in Pretoria, proclaiming 'You Have 
Struck A Rock! ' 

This 1956 event was followed the same year by the massive Treason Trial in which 156 South 
Africans from all walks of life faced the power of the state. Helen Joseph was Accused 
Number 2 . After four years the trial ended with the acquittal of all the charged. The 
vengeful Pretorian authorities struck the next year: Helen Joseph was banned for five years. 
She was restricted to Johannesburg, could not be quoted or teach or speak in public or work 
for a journal or trade union. After the 1960 Sharpeville Massacre of 21 March 1960 she was 
one of the 20,000 South Africans detained: Helen was jailed for five months 

When her ban expired in 1962, Helen Joseph immediately set out from her home in Johannesburg 
on an 8,000 mile journey all around the country, seeking out and writing about the people 
who had been condemned - without any due process whatever ... to internal banishment. Her 
book, TOMORROW'S SUN, described her journey and the plight of the banished. It was publish­
ed in Britain and the United States. Pretoria's wrath descended: within six months she was 
again banned for five years. This October 1962 order was especially severe: she became the 
first South African to be 'house arrested' . She was confined to her horne every evening and on 
weekends; friends could only visit her one at a time. A security policeman moved into the 
house next her small horne in a Johannesburg suburb. Helen's corrnnent: 'At least my house 

. won't be burgled while I'm at home and the police are watching. 1 The police nearness did not 
prevent rocks and rifle shots being fired at her house nor a bomb (fortunately unexploded) 
hung on her front gate. 

Helen Joseph's banning order was lifted in 1971 when she had an operation because of cancer. 
In 1978 1 she refused to answer questions about a visit to the then banished Ms Winnie Mandela 
and was jailed for two weeks, prior to which she entertained her friends at a 'going in· par­
ty. She was banned again in 1980. She was later 'listed' which meant she could not be in 
any way quoted. A South African newspaper reported about a protest meeting over the demoli­
tion and evacuation of the people at Crossroads camp outside Cape Town that Helen 'spoke for 
30 minutes, in a quiet voice which shook with emotion, (but she) may not be quoted.' Helen 

had dual British/South African citizenship. She relinquished the former lest she be deported. 

(continued~ over) 
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1957 . .. Helen leaving 
court during the Treason 

Trials. 

'Because she was not wedded to any 
ideology, she later studied theology 
by correspondence with London Univer­
sity. Religion - especially Christian­
ity - became the focal point of her 
life. ' - close friend Amina Cachalia. 

Helen Joseph was closely associated 
with the late Dean Gonville Ffrench­
Beytagh, Dean of the Cathedral of St. 
Mary the Virgin (who later was con­
victed by a South African court of 
terrorism because of his aid to pris~ 
oners and their families). After 30 
years as what Helen called a lapsed 
Christian, she became a committed 
Anglican. 

She was also close to Bishop Simeon 
Nkoane , who died several years ago. 
and other members of the Cornrm.mi ty 
of the Resurrection who in later 
years celebrated communion at her 
home. 

- 1980 ... Helen at Mrs Lilian Ngoyi's funtral. .. 

Friends writing in the South African press note one of Helen's 'enduring qualities was that 
there was no separation between her public and private life. The loyalty and devotion she 
gave the struggle for liberation was the same as that she gave to her many friends who be­
came her family. ' She took into her care the children of those South Africans sentenced to 
prison or banishment- Nelson and Winnie Mandela's daughters. Bram and Molly Fischer's young. 
er daughter, the child of exiles Eli and Violet Weinberg, Sheila. She :rrourned close friends 
Rick Turner and David Webster- both murdered by Pretoria's hit squads. She regularly visit­
ed Carl Niehaus in prison (he is now an ANC official) and was close to Jansie l..ourens, who 
spent four years in jail. She adopted as sisters the wives of political prisoners, Caroline 
l'btsoaledi, forinstance. She was particularly devoted to \.Jinnie Mandela. 

Helen was plagued by physical pains in addition to her political suffering. After the opera­
tion for cancer, from which she recovered, she had to undergo extremely painful operations on 
a knee, which had to be replaced. Three years ago she had a stroke, from which she slowly 
recovered. She got about with crutches and later with a walker, which escorted her into her 
beloved garden to have tea with friends and to talk and talk. She loved parties, valueing 
her birthday, April 8, and Christmas Day. Her friends in Johannesburg gathered as usual this 
past Christmas to toast friends - those gone, those once imprisoned or banished. Two hours 
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..... ... 
VETERAN political campaigner Mrs Helen Joseph with 
Mr M K Malefane, a member· of the OFS executive of the 

United Democratic Front. 

later Helen Joseph, in a coma from another stroke, 
died at Johannesburg General Hospital. 

Helen Joseph was an honorary patron of the United 
Democratic Front and had been granted an honorary 
fellowship at King' s College, London. She was a 
member of the Order of St Simon of Cyrene of the 
Anglican Church and holds the highest honor of the 
African National Congress! Isitwalandwe/Seaparan­
koe. The funeral is at St Mary· s Cathedral, Jo­
hannesburg, on 8 January 1993. Helen Joseph is 
buried in Soweto's Avalon cemetery near her old 
comrade, Lillian Ngoyi. 
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V THE INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY ZODECEMBER1992 ~ = 

So h Af. n President has finally exposed the 'third force' .. But how much did he know? 
The ut nca 1 r alleged that the ebief 

Kl k ~~ ~ Galcal tioos centre, and the n:suJting .13-D er Caristoff'cl YO der Westbuizen, page repon landed OD Mr De e bad autboriled four political a&- !'Jerlc:s desk lasl m~tb like a rtzZ-
wsinations in J98S. mg stick or ~~Jte. 

While these storiet made Not only dtd tt confum the t • bcadlilles, ~ evidence worstaboutFerdiBamard'soper· S Irs Up wu tmnbliug Out or Sout~ Afri· afions, it mo. showed that be bad 
can counrooms. It was, by the been recnnted by General 

• middle of this year, to paint a de· "Witkop" Badenbont. a former ... t f tailed picNte or Mt drinking, op- thkl of ML wor5er Judge Gold· a n e S 0 erations, tac:tic::s and stNCtures, an stone went out of his way to show 
desiped to undenJJiae the pro- i that the Minister oC Defenc::c at 

plotters · 
· · minimum of 5,000 lives. There arc 

THE South African government Jesser charges: of &SSa§ination, 
has finally conrumed the story it intimidation, smear tactics. db-
diSiltissed for years as & newspa- infomation and general cspio-
per fantasy, left·wing propapnda nagc. all diteetcd again$t the 
and the ravings of tenega~ and ANC and its offshoots. 
rnminals. Although President None of these bas Mr De 
F \V de ICJerk still will not use the Klerlc ~ admitted., Un-
words ••third forte", yesterday he dcr great pressure at yesterday's 
admitted that such a force press <:onfereuec, be would say 
existed. only that SADF mcmbm and 

Military personnel and. their agents had mdul&e<J in illegal acts 
associates .. have been involved, that prObably led· to deaths. 
and in some cases arc still in- But the. floodptes are open. 
volved in .illepJ and or un· The .. tbird force'" is ~Ow(. 
autbo~ ac:tMties and mal· edged, if only UiJplicitly. and pros-
practice$ .. , the President said. ecutions arc almost cenain to ten 
"There are iDcfications that some us m~ 
of the activities and some of ~ i The idea of a "third force" 
individuals might have been moti· · grew out of the m:amfest bias · 
vated by a nb to prevent us from ! shown by the security force$ iD the 
mcceedi.DJ in_ our iOals." . I long-nmning conflict between A!· 

In confirmiDg that there was .a I rican National CoDgm$ aDd 
conspiracy iDside the South~- ! Jnkatba supporters iD Natal. 
can Defe;nce Forcz to destabilisel · 'When the vio1enc:e spilled over 
blade politics, Mr De Klerk was into the toWnShips arouDd Joban· 
not telling his covnttymen some- · DCSburg in 1990. the same bias was 
thing they did not already ~· / apparc11t. and the 1hst ~ 
So much evideDce bas emerged m I were voiced that the killmg ftS 
the past ~ years that it had be- i being ordlcstrated. 
come almost iDJpossiblc ror any- : Tbe first bt;nf mdeaee of tbil, 
one but the &QYCmment to deny did not, bowfNer. ~ tmtil 
it. But the President's press con· June last year. wben a forincr M1 
fe.rence yesterday will have !eft . otracer, Nico BasaoD. told the !n· 

. one questioD on ~rybody's tips: :\ tkpendmt tbat M1 was amung 
how much did M lcnow? IDkatha and deploying ageans to 

. His line is that elements of the stir up violmce. 
secmity fo!CCS were out of con- \ The following month, a ~ore 
uol. ministers were not told what direct link was revealed wben Fe-

. was goiDg on. 1111d that the buck lix Ndimane, a ~«qeant in 
stops with the aenC:U -. S!x of an aiJIJ)' Special forces !egimcnt. 
whom arc to pay Wlth thelf Jobs. said be had taken part m masaa-
They are at the very least to b~e cres 00 commuter train~ and oth-
for failing to stop it. and may • er attack~ on bJadt c:iviliaDs. His 
deed haft beeD dc:cply hwolwd, unit was \lDdc:r MI command. 
in wbicb case they Will be tried. Mr De JQc:rt appointed a geo-

BIIt the~ has ~beea m1 1.0 iuvesdpte,. tbm wu a 
so~that~~ {S_~lt. whiteMib ... ud .the.,..~· 

· to avoid the ~USIOD that .he·. ~;;~-n'w!!t~~ .. 
: . could •. have. ; ~t"~~f..! ID Jaouarf., Mborip.iif. XhWD&Io, 
· about it only bi delibCratdy a¥ert· : · a former member of lnklltha's 
; ing bi5 gut. . central committee:. revealed that 

The charge :.~mst the setu~ty he and other senior Jnkatha mem· 
forces, and in panieular apmst bets had received training from 
·Military JnteUigence (MI), JJ that I MI. Then in May, a climax WIIS 
they stoked and manapullted tbe reac:bed when the N~ Nation 
township violence that bas cost a 

. ce15 of reform and damage tbc ~ the time of the ~ revel~tions, 
ANC Bloockhed em 1D appaWng Rodf Meyer, wbo J5 still m the 
scale was iuvol9ecL govemmeut, had issued a "false" 

This, however • ...as DOt~ denial of the stCJIY. Tbere bad 
to make tbe goYel"DDDalt"s public been a COYer-up. • 
faith in tbe JXObity ofits soklim. · 'J'bf; Pre$ideat appointed an ;nr 

The odd bad apple Wl5 up to no l. force geDeral_ Pierre Steyn. to 
good, ministm acbnitted g.ru(tg- : carry out aJl .inquiry mto M1 activ-
ingly, but tbaJ was aU. · itics, aDd the first result was seen 

The ehaio of c:vent$ which fi. . yesterday: two full geuer.als, four 
ually. forced a "'shoc:Rd" Mr De brigadier-generals and 10 other 
IOcrt to.matc his c:onfcssion yes. security force members sacked, 
terday. began witb a former per and seven more suspeuded pend-
liOCIDIJJ named Ferdi Barnard. A ing further investiptioos. It is a 
coavicted a:nuderer wbo had massacre among the top brass. It 

. spent four yean iD jail. Barnard is also a 'rindicatioD of the work of 
· Worked for 5Cm'al years_ for the Judge OoJdstoae ..Silk team of 

Civil Q).opetatioa Bu:rcau, a vio- . ~ ud jourDa1isu wbo bave 
lent elaodesdDc organisation run 1 chroDiclcd the mfmif.-tious of 
byM.l.LastmoDrhbewasaccused 

1
.~..... ...... :... ..__ ... .- aboYe all, 

in CIOUft of llii.IJ'derins an ANC ac> . ~ LUUu !Ul ..... ' --. 
~ Drrid WebstCt: in 1989.. of the.~ - defec. 
... -... '!!!>-~ d . I tors, WltDesles and =ea - who 

Last year. Mr IHollli&f ~t "'P. risked their Jives to provide the 
3lld directed an opera~ t<? Wil- f evideoce. . . 
trate, subvert and di&crcdJt the I Proof of the risks they ran was 
ANq's milib!Zy wiDg. t1mkhonto vividlJ dcmonstra'Ced iD reCEnt 
we Sizwc. It bad rudy"~ to weeks d • tbe ioquest into the 
gQm'Dmcnt data, from ~aJ i dtath of~ w ... -: a law· filel to tax records, and to pnvate I •·~..., ... 
soun:es sUch 31 credit bwCaus. It -

1 
yer killed by a ~ bomb last 

CDii$tcd · '-.....;_ - prosli· 1 yw. The bOmb was iDteDded for 
~~ ....,.... .... , 1 Dirk Coetzee. a fomacr South Af· 

tute$ aDd Dipt-chlb .ma~qea. , ricaD policemaD who dcfec:ted to 
'l'1da first came co ~t UJ court, ' the ANC 'With stories of political 

wt1en a maa charJed Wlth ~ · death .......... hpcu prodUCEd 
sioa of a macbiDe-gun Qp)amed . -s~ _....__. tha 
tbat·bc had heeD lriwm it by Bar· durmg the mquest ~ tan 

r·- 'rl!;....o .. __ Ml.team patSUCd Mt CoelZlee to 
Dard;wbo worbd for ML ru.uu..-· I..oodoD and used cootacts in !be 

details or Barnard's actmties R<Jy21 Ulster Coastabulary to set 
were unearthed and published by . up~~ "'third force" 
the Afrikaans oewspaper, &dtJ. 

Lurid as it is, however. this tale mipt JO 10 pn>led miDority rule 
of a murderer leadm, a security ~ out iD CYideDcc from a for. 
forces dirty tricks tion was mer MI coJooeJ. Gert Hugo. "'Uo­

' just one or lllaDY suc~·Wbat der lock aDd ley at eYer}' group 1
1 
made it difl'erent was that it .,... heaclquxtas is aD operatioDal 

con~ plaa,'" be said. "It's a , talcc.a up by Richard Goldstone, c:ontinge:Dcy plaD f« a coup." 
I the Appeal Court judge appoint· Col Hugo Slid that at the time 

ed last year by Mr De Klerk to of Nelson MudeJa•s release, a 
chair liD in91.1Uy iD~ poljtic:al vi'?" t~ sipl1 from Pretoria 
1encc. Jusuc:e Goldstone. who tS WWDCd of tbe threat oC anarchy 
known for his scrupuJous impar- and rcvolutioa. '7be biddea mcs-
tiality and fe.arlessnes$, set his in- sage, bat it wu absolutely clear. 
vestigators to unc.over the fuU was that we bad to make contin· 
truth about Barnard. Documents geDcy plans for a total military 

I were seized from an MJ opera· take-over wbcn this h.'lppened." 



THF. GUARDIAN 
Monday December 21 1992 

President De Klerk this weekend came as close as he ever has to acknowledging the 
devoted to disrupting constitutional negotiations. David Beresford reports on the 23 

South Africa spares hardliners 
_ . _ _ . . _ ~- WIUle dedtlrln1 that the in-

9XfStence of a 'third force' within the state security services ~':~:~~: :~~n::: 
officers to be punished and the ones who escaped ~~inft~:r:~~'f·~:1.=! 

in purge of military 
_ _ _ _ . . . ltls reprded as unlikely that 

S8MI Yt!Sterday that his right: t the army, Ueutenant-"Cencral <len Yonder Wcstlmlzen. woo 

S USPICIONS of a coottn- wing ConsenaHve Party would j Georc Meinnc~ or the head of has also been pnbllcly accused 
uccl cover-up of South launch "rctribuUon" raids ., milltary lnk!U1gr.nce, General ofrespontdbilily for the murder 
Afrtca·s "third rorce•· across the oorder unlcslt the of four anti-apartheid activists 
contmvcrsy persisted government neutralised ba~ Jorrel van dcr Wesllmizcn. in the 1980s. was unaware of the 

}'t'St4!rday when It emerged I hat or the Azanlan People's Libera- Others who are to .so .repor- project. It Is also difficult to see 
Presu.lent fo'. W. de Klcrk's dra- Uon Army, lllilllary wing or the tcdly include two semur mtclll· how Gen Llebenberg can esc:apc 
malic "pu~" or the military Pan-Af'rlcanist Congress. whic:h tcenee officers. the dln.'Ctor or command rcsponslbUity ror the 
do>es_ oot mclude key offiCers he claimed were situated in the army comnmnk:altons opera- adlonsof:roniorsla.R', if only as 
inlJliu:ated In the lo!'R·runnlnR rormor British protectorate. Uons, Brigatll~r lo'erd!~ ;an the country's top-ranking mlll-
~candal over dirty tr1cks. Tile rive whiles were Wylc, ood the dtrcc~or ot oo~~~t tary ofllctlr. 

Olficlals were yesterday con- wounded earlier oo Saturday eolleeUons, Brigacher 'l'ollcl;ae . His hawkish reputAtion, cou-
tactlng senior officers, many at ' about · nve ntiles Imide the BoU\a. pled with hls background as a 
holiflay homes around the Transkel homeland when gun- II was last ~th'a r!Ud on ronnerchwrol'5tli!Cia1 forces-
oountry. to inlonn fhclm that men opened flro on their car the secrel Pretona base or the thc5Ccltoo of' the military at the 
they were a monK the 23 whom rrom a passing •ehtcle. '1110 directorate or covert colle-?Uon.• centre of the "third force" 94:an· 
the prellidcnt had decided to ·attack follows a series or ~m- by the Goldstoml commissiOfl of dal - makes him, understand- L 
SUSP\"nd or prentalurcly relire ingly random attacks 011 whites b~uiry Into lhe causes of poHU- - ···:. 
ffJI" aUeged in¥olvcment In il- lnthereglonoverrecontwccks cal violence In South Afil~a ably, a subject of much 
~iclt political activilit.os, includ- Including 8 gun and 111'1!11&. whlcllled to ln.estigations c~· suspicion. 
mg murder. attack on a wine-tasting dinner minatina in the weekends I The purp or lhc mWtary Is 

Tensions ln South Africa in King WIJUam's Town in purge. JudBO Goldstone round the closest the pvemment has 
arising from the (JOrge were which 11~ people were killed that Brlg Botha hired a notorl· . t.'OIJIC to admittlllc the existence 
compounded yesterday by Apia has claimed ous k.Diel', Verdi Barnard, ~o · or a conspiracy In the. security 
renewed attacks on whites in 1 rosponslllllity head an operaUon aimed at dis· fOrces aimed at derailing the 
the ea.'\tcrn CalM! and Ora01e · Althoutrh lhe aut.hortlies yes- credltlng tho African National necoUatlnB process. At his hast· 
1-"nle Stat~. Police reinl"o~c- torday refused to conrh·•n Congrees. Brig Van Wyk bas lly-8tnl\8i!d press cOf!Cerencc 
roonts were rushed to the Leso- names of thos.e in•olvcd in also been named as a key plan· on Salurda1 aniiOtUleiOC Ills 
tho border and roadblock~ Pnlsldent De Klerk's purge or ner of a smear campaign crackdown, President De Klerk 

thrown up on the Transkci bor- · 
der after two tnckk!nts in which 
a 14-y~Jar-old girl was killed and 
nve members of an Arrikoner 
ramlly wounded. 

The girl died when three men 
launched a gun ond grenade 
attack on a white farm ncar 
Ficksbun~. the second atta~k ln 

I 
the artJa in 10 days. before flee­
Ing across the Lesotho border. 
T~~ local MP. Chari llea1zog. 

the m!Utary it emeqed that the ! aiJ&inst the ANC, code-named continued to deny there was 
most senior om~rs axed were I Project Echoes. intended to evidence ora rormallhird force. 
Major-General Hennie Roux ! show links with the. IRA. But he conceded that. "there 
chief of staff of the army, and ! nut Gen ~1oirirlg, who seem- were indications that some ac· 
1\~r-GeneraJ Chris Thirion I ingly has not been sacked, was tlvitles and Individuals might 
deputy chief of starr 1 also Implicated In Project have been moli'vated to pr_event 
intelllgeoce Echoes having personally success in constltuhonal 
SignjOca~Uy, the president ! authoriSed lhe operation. Tbe goals". The president also said 

failed to act against the hard- general bas also made a series ~~at the invesUgations would 
line chier of the ddem:l! ron:e of overtly polilical statements lead kl tho conclu.'\lon that 
Gt>neraJ "Kat" Liebenbcl'8'. thci in recent months. showing him- somc8£t~yttles led lo the deaths 
hlghl:v oontroversiaJ chler or self to be extremely hostile or pcoplo • 

· towards the ANC. 

cuuld te:MI to the jeopardy or 
state SC!(:Urlty". 

Dt.>spite this plaJblr dO\m ·oe· 
rears of a military coup, there is 
likely to be sonte spccuf'.Uio&J 
that the lilll.ing or his cntck­
down reOccts scnsiHvtly to the 
threat of a fullscalc mutiny in 
t11c sc-cmily torccs. 

At this limeorthc year South 
Afrk:a comes to a virtual stand· 
still as black migrant workers 
head homu to the c:oontryside 
and "hiles Rood to the coa!lt liJr 
the summer holidays. Most 
senior military officers would 
have joined the exodus l'rom of­
flce.s and military bases, mak­
ing any backlash dilllcult to or­
ganise. The decision not to act 
against the likes of Gen Ucbcn· 
borg and Gen MelriUJ may also 
be seen 85 an attempt to ~void 
any rebellion In the ranks. 

The minister of' defence, Gene 
Louw, issued a placatory state­
ment aimcl at the R!Uitary yes-
te~·-emphasising "that only l:'~ .:i! .:. ~ : .•. !S ·e 
a small group has been in· '! ~ ~ & _ll ~ ::.. ~ 
•olved" In "Irregularities". .::: t: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

The Conservative Party, ,... !J c.> s.. ~ IS,~:; 
which has a hu&e fGUowtnc .S ::!l~:a ~ a.~ 
anwng whites In the anned ~ e t: e ,. :a ~ .s 
forces, yesterday described the .s 1! ~ '0 ~ .~ S C: 
purge as "a calalllilous blun- t:c: ... " :! ;: o : 8 
der" and "lauehery". II was ~ ~ .:::·a ~- o 
·~an lnUmidaklry tactic: aimed .. ·~ g !:; :fi -5 ;' 
at rorcing remaininc SADF ~ ::·::: :-s ~ .S rJ 
members to toe the party line " Ql ~ 11 c: :2 ·E 
and to accept the IOOVernment's ·~ § :n ~ ~ ::X ~ 
sollout to their aiUance part- t. ~:Cu·g_s~ ~ 
ners, tho ANC, and permit the -
amalpwnaUon of' the remains ou 
the SADF wllh the ANC's Umk-
honto we Sl:&.we and the PAC's 
Apia kllrors." 

Tho 1\NC, eontratulalintJ 
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HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

PRESS ,STATEMEft lfO 92/26 14 DECEMBER 1992 

DC Sp.TEMEHT 
2A 

DEATHS Ilf POLICE CUSTODY 

The HRC feels compelled to en~er the debate on the issue of 
deaths in police custody. Our records reflect that ll 7 such 
deaths have been reported this year so far, supporting Dr. 
Jonathan Gluckman's contention that the incidence of deaths in 
the bands of the police (over 2 a week on average) is cause for 
considerable alar.m. By deaths in police custody we mean those 
deaths that. occur on arrest, during transport to a police 
s't.ation, during- interrogation and while beioq held awaiting trial 
i.n a poliee lock-up as distinct :from in a prisoni in short .. 
during the period when the well-beinq of the detainees is the 
responsibility cf the police (not Prisons). 

The appended list summarises details of 6l deaths in polica 
custody reported for 1992, including l5 for which the names of 
the victims have not been disclosed, but other details are known. 
Fc.ller details of all of these 61 deaths are available by 
referring to our Hnman Rights Updates for the relevant months, 
and to the source references noted there. 

Furthermore, the police announced in late July that 68 people had 
died in police custody durinq the first 6 mouths of 1992, without 
<;iving any detai.ls. At that point the HRC had record.ed reports 
and details o:f 12 deaths (see appended list) so tha~ the police 
were then in possession of information on at least: 56 more 
deaths. Despite Minister Kriel's announcement at the time that 
he had ordered a report on every death in police custody over the 
past two years to be made available wi~hin 14 days, this has 
still not happened, and the public is none the wiser about these 
additional 56 deaths, or any others. 



An analysis of the 61 cleaths fo.r which so~ details are known, 
reveals the following alleged causes of ·death,. as J:eported by the 
police themselves or by relatives or friands.of the.-victims: 

Assault by police 
Sh~ting by the polic•, or self 
( inclticling 1 by uti.kno~ 'as.sailant) 
:Found hanged in cell 

12 
···1·0 

* 
* 
• 
* 

· ,Meclical. reasons . 
Various other reasons 
No details revealed 

18 
2 
5 

14 

The oontinuinq 'procession of cieaths in police custcxly gives g:rea t 
cause for concern and the Suman Rights Commission urges Minister 
Kriel to urgently address tbe root causes of the problem rather 
than expend energy and time in fruitlca.ss. debate &Dout how many 
ease~ in Dr. Gluckman's tiles are relevant to the issue or not. 
Se will find the root causes··in ~he- training and mental attitudes 
inCUlCated in the police . IOrC8 1 and the remedy in the total 
transformation of the force into a. body accountable to the 
commnnity it serves. 

Since this statement was p.repa.red 1 a further 2 celi deaths have 
been announced, underlyinq the emergency with which thismat't.er 
needs.·· to be addressed. 

I THE GUAlWJAN 
Friday December ll"I992 

-· ~ -- -- "B.::§i§r.-

Bugs ,at office· of SA patholog-ist in pol ice death row 
---------~ 'l';izarre charge that has"beei\ 
David Beresford .levelled at me in a long career" .. 
In ~sburg · The 1:raduate of Bart's. a for-

mer {Jrcsident of the South Afri-

THE offices of the leading can Medical Associalion who 
South African IJathologist. won international renown for 
Dr Jonathan Gluckman, testimony· in the Stelie l.liko in· 

who is at the centre of a furious quest, told the Guardian yester­
row over deaths in police cust1:1' day_ that he had his office· swept_ 
dy, have been found to ·be: for bugs ~use of suspicions 
bullged with sophisticated sur·.· that he h:ll:l been plact'll under 
veillance equipment surveillance as a result of the 

The disclosure comes in the controversy. 
.wake of a formal government Tcchni.cians discoven.'ll bugs 
denial or Dr Gluckman's alJcga. lichind skirting boards, in the 
lions that police killings of de- ·lights and in the ceiling as well 
tainees have become routine. · as evidence "that his private line 

The minister of law and and main switchboard were 
order, Hernus Kriel, claimed being monitored. '!'hey reported 
yesterday that not only were Or . that the people respon5ible for 
Gluckman's allegations false surveillance would have had to 
but that investigations had have access to telephone lines 
shown 14 or the people whom in the roof of the Johannesburg 
the pathologist claimed had office block in which Dr Gluck-
bccn killed were still alive. man's rooms are situated. 

Or Gluckman· said later the More than 200 people have 
suggestion "that l mistakenly died in police custody this year. 
perfonned post-mortems on liv- In July, Dr Gluckman prccipi· 
ing ·persons" was "the mos~ tatcd a storm when he com· 

plainL'!I that he had written.· cases obtaint'<l from Dr Gluck- stale president: that almost 
lhrt-c times to the state 11resi- :man's olfice_had IX-'OIJie died In every wcck:people continue to 
dent asking for action without police custOdy. die while in the custody or 
success. Among the ·other dliaths. 26 those whOse duty it is to protect 

Mr Kriel announcL'tl an inves· died as a result of police action life." 
ligation into the allegations. At outside custody; six in the cus- • Mr Kriel ~id yesterday that 
the end of Ialit month the b'OV- · tixly of the· prisons dct~artment the ·govemmcilt would be prc­
ernment-supr,ortin.: ne.ws·. and two .as-.a J'!lSUit or South. pared to sanction cross·border 
113JJCr. Rapport. published ·what African: defence force action. · raids "as a last resort" a1::3inst 
appcart'll to lJC ·a leak oLthi! Others were. outside' the.juris' :zimbabwe arid TransJtei if nee· 
findings, alkoging that 14 of the diction of the police or had .cssary to prevent the Amnian 
"dead" namt'tl by the patholo- nothin~ to do with them~ Peoples Liberation Army 
gi5t were alive. ·Dr Gluckman MrJ{riel said the government . (Apia), the .armed wing on the 
then issued a statement ex- would establish a board under. Pan·An"icanist Con .. ress, from 
plain;ng that a police constable the chairmanship or a judge'"to continuing attackilli whites in 
who collected files from his invt-stil::lllc suspected criminal South Africa. 
office had insi5ted em taking all actions by police as one mea- The Transkei leader, Major· 
his ·files, despite the fact that sure to prevent deaths in Gciteral Dantu Holomisa, said 
his secretary had pointed out custody. yesterday that there were no 
some re.lated to consultations Dr Glucknian said the minis· Apia bases in the homeland so 
with living patients, which ter had iSsued U1e statement there was no justifkation for 
were irrelevant to the inquiry. without any attempt to contact such uperatlons. 

Uut yesterday Mr Kriel per- or consult with him. lfe said he Mr Kriel, estimating Apia 
sisted in the aiiC!,oation that Or had b(!(.'fl lied up yesterday "in numbers at 120, said be was 
Gluckman had mistakenly a police murder case" and did pleased al a statement by the 
numbered living people among not know details of Mr Kriel's Zimbabwean government tell· 
the victims of police killings. lie statement But, he said, "I con· lng the PAC not to make infiam· 
also told a Pretoria press con- tinue to nurse the concerns that matory declarations in the 
feroncc that in only 34 of llll promptt:tl me to write to the country. 



AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 
Observer Mission to the Vnlted Nations 

ANC CONCERN ABOUT THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT'S NUCLEAR 
ACTIVITIES AND AMBITIONS 

The African National Congress is deeply concerned about reports 
emanating from Europe and the United States about South Africa's nuclear 
activities and ambitions. 

The reports disclose the following: 

1. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has determined that 
South Africa secretly produced several hundred kilograms of High Enriched 
Uranium (HEU). 

2. This large HEU inventory indirectly confirms that South Africa has an 
active and secret nuclear development programme, since no South African 
nuclear facility requires uranium enriched to levels above 45% U·235. 

3. Given new estimates of the amount of fuel needed for a country to make 
a nuclear weapon - Iraq planned to make a bomb with about fifteen kg, 
South Africa's presumed inventory could fuel about 25 nuclear weapons. 

This estimate is consistent with the calculation done by L.eonard Specter 
of the carnegie Endowment for International Peace. In 1967 he stated that 
South Africa possessed about twenty nuclear weapons. 

4. IAEA inspectors recently visited on short notice an abandoned facility 
near the Pelindaba uranium enrichment complex. They are said to have 
found equipment used to work on the shape of spherical fissile cores for a 
nuclear explosive device. 

5. This site, known as "Building 5000", was long suspected by western 
governments as a nuclear weapons development centre In the 1970's. 

801 Second Ave., Suite 605, N.Y., N.Y. 10017 Tel:(212) 490-3487 Tlx:225602 Fax: (212)972-6499 

·, 

6. Based on what it has learnt about activities at the nuclear weapons 
site, the US is reported to have asked South Africa to declare that it had a 
nuclear weapons program. 

7. A CIA report made public undur the Freedom of Information Act is said 
to reveal that Jacobus de Villiers now the Chairman of the AEC had been 
•directly involved In weapons design work at the Pelindaba nuclear 
research centre• period to 1979. 

These reports raise some disturbing questions: 
lo 

Is the De Klerk government deliberately concealing the possession of 
weapons grade material? 

Has the weapons program been stopped? 

The NP government must declare the extent oi it's nuclear weapons 
program now. To continue their policy of secrecy and uncertainty amounts 
to holding the people of South Africa hostage to a possible nuclear threat. 

Waldo Stumpf, the Chief Executive of the AEC is reported to have stated in 
response to a question on SA's possession of nuclear weapons, ''You must 
be nave if you think I'm going to answer that question•. Statements of 
this nature by Mr. Stumpf and his colleagues are designed to leave South 
Africa and the international community guessing in the hope that the mere 
thought of the regime possessing nuclear weapons will act as a deterrent 
and have a restraining influence on voices calling for democracy in South 
Africa. 

On both points, hiding High Enriched Uranium from the public and the 
possession of nuclear weapons. South African officials have stated that 
they are not compelled to disclose any information In terms of the Non· 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). But the responsibilities of the government to 
the people of this country are much greater than what is contained in the 
NFT. 

The De Klerk government and the AEC must reveal to all South Africans 
and the international community the nuclear program that it has pursued 
in the past. and is still pursuing. Stubbornly clinging to one Interpretation 
of the NPT contributes to their continued · crisis of legitimacy and 
suspicion of their motives for wanting to conceal nuclear capabilities. By 
revealing the extent of the nuclear program, all South Africans will be 
able to see what has been done in their name in the past, and it will help 
us to deal with this serious issue in the future. Furthermore, by disclosing 
the extent of South Africa's nuclear program prior to signing the NPT, 

~ 
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THE AMERICAN government was 
caught badly on the hop in two ways 
by the reports of an atomic explosion 
in the South Atlantic. 

In the first place the evidence was 
enigmatic at best in that only one set of 
the world-wide network of instruments 
responded on September 22 and there 
did not seem to be any confirmation 
from other sources. In the second • 
place, the ABC television network got 
hold of this nugget and made it public 
long before the State Deparrnent was 
ready to go on record. The experts of 
the National Security Council and the 
Pentagon were still trying to piece 
together the bits of the puzzle. 

The result was the extremely 
cautious formal statement issu~:d late 
on Thursday night which pushed of­
ficial language to its furthest limits of 
uncertainty. There was, the world was 
told, "an indication suggesting the 
possibility" of a small nuclear test 
somewhere in an area roughly the size 
of China. The name of South Africa 
was not mentioned. 

The United States has long been 
concerned that Pretoria was actively 
engaged in developing an atomic 
weapon and had three of its Embassy 
officials thrown out for spying in April. 
No on~ in Washington ever confirmed, 
of course, that that was what they were 
doing but the prime minister, Mr 
Botha, alleged that a concealed 
camera under the co-pilot's seat in the 
American Ambassador's plane had 
been used to photograph "some of our 
most sensitive installations." 

The most sensitive installation like­
ly to have been of interest to America 
is only 15 miles from the South 
African capital- the nuclear research 
plant at V alindaba and its associated 
uranium enrichment facility at Pelin­
daba near!Jy. The ostensible purpose is 
to produce the fuel for the two French 
reactors which were bought three 
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years ago and are due to come into 
operation generating electricity next 
year. Originally the fuel was going to 
be supplied by the US but the deal was 
·cancelled because of South Africa's 
refusal to sign the nuclear non­
proliferation treaty. 

The reason the South Africans 
would not sign, by their own account, 
was that the Valindaba plant had dis­
covered a new and secret way of 
enriching uranium. The treaty's re­
quirement for international supervi­
sion of all unclear installations could 
mean that this commercially valuable 
process would be stolen by un­
scrupulous rivals. It never sounded 
very convincing to Washington and the 
suspicion grew that Valindaba was in 
the business of turning out weapons 
grade uranium. 

This belief was not simply based on 
ingrained scepticism but on solid 
evidence from a fairly unlikely source 
- the Soviet Union. In August 1977 
the Americans had been alerted by the 
Kremlin that a South African nuclear 
test was imminent. A Russian spy 
satellite had spotted an apparent test 
site in the Kalahari Desert. The 
Americans conducted their own 
satellite reconaissance which con­
firmed the Soviet findings and a frenzy 
of diplomatic activity ensued. On 
August 22 the French foreign minister 
issued a public warning that a South 
African test would have "serious con­
sequences," a warning apparently 
taken sufficiently seriously for the test 
to be abandoned. 

But no one thought that was the end 
of the matter,' not least because of a 
speech by the South African finance 
minister, Mr Owen Horwood. In spite 
of the government's efforts to damp 
down the issue, Mr Horwood told a ral­
ly of the party faithful on August 30, 
1977 that the country would develop a 

- bomb if it seemed necessary. "If we 

wish to do things with our nuclear 
potential, we will jolly well do so accor­
ding to our own decisions and our own 
judgment. America cannot pressure 
us. We will not allow it." 

So the facilities which America has 
deployed around the world to detect 
nuclear explosions have also been 
trained on the South Atlantic and the 
Indian Ocean. There is a wide variety 
of alternative instruments and the one 
possibility that does not seem to have 
been considered is that they would 
produce different answers. 

The prime method of surveillance is 
the network of military observation 
satellites constantly circling the globe. 
As was plainly demonstrated during 
the Kalahari flap, both superpowers 
co-operate in pooling their information 
when the issue is of equally vital con­
cern to each. These satellites can not 
only make visual observations but are 
also equipped with radiation detectors. 

To back up this system, arid to 
serve both as a confirmation and a 
cross-reference, there are a number of 
acoustical and seismic monitoring 
stations around the globe, some of 
them planted on the sea bed. 

Finally there are the U-2 high-flying 
aircraft - still flying after nearly 30 
years - which patrol on a 24 hour 
basis. One version of the plane, known 
as the HASu-2, is used to monitor the 
high air samples near its maximum 
ceiling of 80,000 feet. It is equipped 
with special filters which enable it to 
collect the radioactive debris in­
evitably thrown out by any atomic ex­
plosion. 

In the case of this latest episode the 
problem seems to arise because only 
one set of instruments recorded 
anything that might be associated with 
a nuclear test. The past month has ap­
parently been spent in trying to find 
either clearer readings from the other 
monitors or reliable evidence from 

what are being called "human., 
sources" - spies to anyone else. ~ 

The swift South African denial is 
not regarded as evidence by anyone. 
Pretoria was bound to make it 
whatever the facts: the eruption of a 
South African atomic device on the in­
ternational scene at this stage of 
history will have totally unpredictable 
effects on Southern Africa. More 
cogent in assessing the probability is 
an official assessment by the Central 
Intelligence Agency, revealed "by mis­
take" 18 months ago that South 
Africa "could advance with a nuclear 
weapons programme if seriously 
threatened." That report was written 
in September 1974 and the evidence 
available suggests that Pretoria has 
not been sitting on its hands in the past 
five years . 

An even more sinister possibility is 
raised by the CIA document and by its 
later statements. The agency conclud­
ed in the document that the Israelis 
had built atomic weapons at that time 
- in 1974- and two years later ex­
pressed its belief that they then had 
between 10 and 20 warheads. 

In a world of almost universal 
hostility one of the few nations which 
has maintained close ties with South 
Africa has been Israel. There have 
been persistent, though totally uncon­
firmed, allegations that the two nations 
have cooperated in atomic research. 
The description of the explosion on 
September 22 is that it was "a nuclear 
device," a phrase commonly used to 
denote something less than a workable 
weapon. This, for example, was the 
way the Indian test was described. 

So the nasty thought is around that 
two countries deeply involved in two of 
the world's most intractable trouble 
spots may have decided that this was 
the time to get together for their 
mutual wellbeing. It is not a happy 
prospect for the rest of us. 
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