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KEEP THE PRESSURE ON

Dr Gerrit Viljoen, South African Minister of Constitutional Development, has revealed
Pretoria's version of a new constitution for the country. Included was a proposal for
a two-chamber parliament, one for whites, the second for all other races. Viljoen also
spoke of 'equal, universal suffrage', without providing details. A common voters roll
or one by region, race, tribe, language, what? Apartheid hardly disguised. A maverick
Afrikaner politician commented: 'This does not deal with real black demands for democra-
cy.' An African National Congress spokesman declared: 'There's nothing much new here.'

Viljoen is the Pretorian charged with managing the govermnment's about-to-be-resumed pre-
negotiation talks with the ANC. He is a classics professor, was Minister of National
Education and before that headed the secret Afrikaner society, the Broederbond. He is
currently hailed as an enlightened pragmatist. His product indicated above is world's
away from the firm demand of South Africa's majority, as so eloquently and consistently
enunciated by Nelson Mandela - a unitary, democratic, non-racial South Africa.

There is an enormous effort being pursued by Western goverrment people, the press, the
business and financial community, to relax sanctions against Pretoria. The argument
is that De Klerk has done so many good things that he needs encouragement - 'carrots' -
to support his work toward democracy. Viljoen's pronouncement strips bare the charade
to reveal Pretoria's deepset purpose, to retain a veto, to control the future.

For the moment the European Community has decided not to relax sanctions until there is
'further clear evidence' that progress toward ending apartheid is assured. The US Congress,
moved by Nelson Mandela's commanding address, appears ready to resist lifting sanctions.
But senators and representatives need our constant messages urging resolve. The watchword
is: "KEEP THE PRESSURE ON!"
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-~ Mr Radebe’s mother. Melta.

terror to black townships

PRESIDENT F W de Klerk,
seeking to restrain the hot-heads
of the Afrikaner volk, yesterday
met leaders of four of the ultra-
right mini-organisaticns which are
constantly threatening to over-
“throw his government. The Afri-
can National Congress roundly
condemned the Pretoria encoun-
ter, railing against the failure of
police to prosecute members of
the Afrikaner Resistance Move-
ment (AWB) and other para-mili-
tary bands.

None of this impresses the resi-
dents of Tembisa very much. In
the black township just south of
Pretoria, they have to contend
with dangers much more immedi-
ate and real than threats of “holy
war” or half-baked plots to assas-
sinate Mr de Klerk and his cabi-
net.

It would particularly fail to im-

¢ press Thabiso Radebe. who was

shot in the stomach and left for
dead on 27 April, hacked with
pangas (machetes) shortly after
his emergence from hospital on 15
June and then whisked away by
the security police who — assum-
ing he is still alive — have been
h'olding him incommunicado ever
since.

As F W de Klerk tries to
restrain extremist
Afrikaner groups, John
Carlin in Tembisa finds
blacks are more afraid
of ex-ANC men now
working for the police

“—"Amon Msane, vice-president of
the Tembisa Residents’ Associa-
tion. complained yesterday that “a
lot of hot-air stuff of no real sub-
stance” made a big impact nation-
ally, “but we have to face very seri-
ous things daily and nobody
notices”. Mr Msane was referring
to the emergence in Tembisa, the
second largest township in Trans-
vaal province after Soweto, of the
Askaris — a police undercover
unit he believes to have been be-

~ hind the attacks on Mr Radebe.

Askari is the name given to an
individual who has defected from
the ANC to the security police,
having been “turned” usually by
the promise of pay or the threat
either of death or a long prison

, sentence. The Askaris’ existence
first came to light in a court case
in Cape Town early last year and

was confirmed in November by
Captain Dirk Coetzee, the former
security policeman who revealed
the existence of alleged state-
sponsored death squads, )

Despite a- judicial commission
of inquiry — the Harms Commis-
sion, appointed by Mr de Klerk in
February to investigate the allega-
tions of, among others, Captain
Coetzee — everything indicates
that the Askaris continue about
their work. And not only in
Tembisa. On 8 June, in a field in
the township of Oukasie, west of
Pretoria, for example, the body of
an activist cailed Abel Molokwane
was found, with two bullet
wounds. A few weeks' previously
he had told friends he feared for
his life after a group of Askaris
told him during2 confrontation in
a shebeen, or bar, that he wason a
hit list.

In Oukasie, as in Tembisa and
other townships where Askari
sightings have been reported in
recent weeks, political life — for
all Mr de Klerk’s attempts at
“normalisation” —  continues
largely unchanged for the average
anti-apartheid campaigner on the
street. The old tecrors still lurk.

. guard and

Mrx Kadebe, an activist 1 the
pro-ANC Tembisa Youth Con-
gress, had been imprisoned with-
out trial between 1986 and 1989.
Soon after his release early last
year, he went into hiding to avoid
continuing police harassment. In
April this year, tulled by the de
Klerk reforms, he dropped his
reswriaced in his home
township. Oni'the night of 27 April
a group of five surrounded_Mr
Radebe on a street and shot um
in the stomach. One of the group.
who had identified Mr Radebe by
calling out his name, was Peter
Botopela. Mr Botopela left South
Africa in 1986 for military training
at an ANC camp. He returned.
was captured and, following a
clear  Askari pattern, was
“turned”, according to several
Tembisa residents who know him.

After the shooting, Mr Radebe
underwent an emergency opera-
tion and survived. With a large
cross-shaped scar still fresh on his
stomach. he was attacked again on
the evening of L5 June, sutfering
severe lacerations on his skull.
Soon after his arrival at Tembisa
hospital. the security police —
“funnily enough”. as Mr Msane
remarked, — were on the scene.

was informed oa 18 June that her
son was in hospital. When Mrs
Radebe arrived at Ward 16, where
from a distance she saw that her
son had large scars criss-crossing
his head, she was told by police
guards that she could not taik to
him. As Mr Radebe's sister.
Paulinah recounted yesterday. two

- black men in civilian clothes had.

however, been allowed cight up to
his bed. They, saw Melita Radebe
and shouted across the ward,
laughing, “Hey Mama. Look what
happened to your boy'”

The next day Paulinah went to
the hospital but she was told by
the nurses that her brother had
been discharged. A security police
major informed Mr Radebe’s law-
yer. Crystal Cambanis. the next
day that Mr Radebe was being
held under Section 29 of the Inter-
nai Security Act. which places no
pressure on the police to disclose
a prisoner’s whereabouts. Neither

- the family nor the lawver have any

idea whether Mr Radebe is alive
or dead. The police public rela-
tions office in Pretoria was unable
10 shed any light vesterday after-
noon either. despite attempts to
'secure information from the Secu-
rity Branch.




A Statement on Week of National Mass Action Against Violence in Natal
from the Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU), the United
Democratiec Front (UDF) and the -South African Youth Congress (SAYCO)

The war in Natal has cost the lives of over three thousand of our people, tens of thousands
have been made homeless, and incalculable misery and suffering has been brought to the mil-
lions of our people living there.

The Mass Democratic Movement and the ANC have made numerous attempts to bring peace to the
region. These have been repeatedly scuttled by the leadership of Inkatha and the apartheid
regime, whose actions have made it abundantly clear that they have no interest in bringing
peace to Na tal. Their only concern has been to try and wipe out all opposition to apartheid.
This has meant waging war on the entire people of Natal.

It has therefore become obvious to our people and their organisations in Natal and throughout
‘the country that peace initiatives at regional level are doomed to failure at this stage. The
war in Natal is a national political issue which can only be resolved by putting pressure on

those who have the power to end this war - the apartheid regime and their repressive agencies.

This bitter realisation which had dawned after previous attempts at regional peace initia-
tives had failed, led to the decision to embark on national mass action. This was not a de-
cision which was taken lightly. Those communities affected by the conflict have been involv-
ed in extensive discussions for several months on what form this mass action should take.
Organisations in other regions of the country have been calling for national mass action since
at least the end of last year. .-
These discussions led to the decision to embark on a week of national mass protest from the
2nd of July. The purpose of the national action is to put pressure on F.W. De Klerk to put
and end to the war in Natal. We believe that the apartheid state has the capacity to end
this conflict, if it can find the political will. The national mass action is designed to
encourage them to find that will.

The reason we are using stayaway and other mass actions to apply this pressure is that we
have no other weapons at our disposal. The apartheid state and Inkatha have access to arm-
ies, police forces and unlimited access to weapons. We have the support of the people, and
the peoples strongest weapon is mass action.

DEMANDS FOR PEACE IN NATAL

~ The KwaZulu police must be disbanded. This is the private army of Chief Gatsha Buthelezi,
The South African govermment has given KwaZulu this power. They must now take it away.

~ The State of Emergency must be lifted in Natal. It has been used as a cover for police
atrocities in the province. .

~ The warlords must be arrested and prosecuted. There is ample evidence of their crimes.

- A Commission of Enquiry into police activity in Natal must be established.

= The security forces must play an effective and impartial role as peace-keepers. If the
South African Defence Force and South African Police are not capable, then we need to look
at other means to establish effective peace-keeping.

- Freedom of political activity must be guaranteed to all parties.

(This effort will be protracted, far beyond the first week of July 1990. Send messages to:)
(COSATU State President F.W. De Klerk Secretary of State )
(Box 1018 Private Bag X213 James Baker )
(Johannesburg 2000 Pretoria 0001 State Department )
( FAX: 011-27-11- FAX: 011-27-12- Washington, DC 20520 )
( 834-6528 323-1664 FAX: 202-647-4503 )

Nelson Mandela said on American television that he had repeatedly brought up the issue
of the war in Natal and Pretoria's failure to stop it with President F.W. De Klerk -
and the State President did not answer.



Excerpts of the address by Nelson Mandela to a joint session of the United States
Congress, Washington, 26 June 1980:

. 'Our people demand democracy. Our country, which continues to bleed and suffer pain, needs
democracy. It cries out for the situation where the law will decree that freedom to speak
of . freedom, constitutes the very essence of legality and the very thing that makes for the
legitimacy of the constitutional order. It thirsts for the situation where those who are en-
titled by law to carry out, as the forces of national security and law and order, will not
turn their weapons against the citizens simply because the citizens assert that equality,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness are fundamental human rights, which are not only inalien--
able, but must, if necessary, be defended with the weapons of war. We fight for and visualize
a future in which all shall, without regard to race, color, creed or sex have the right to
vote and to be voted into all elective organs of state. We are engaged in struggle to ensure
that the rights of every individual are guaranteed and protected through a democratic consti-
tution, the rule of law, and an entrenched bill of rights, which should be enforced by an in-
dependent judicial as well as the multi-party political system.....

'"Unhappily, our people continue to die to this day, victims of armed agents of the state, who
are still determined to turn their guns against the very idea of a non-racial democracy. But
this is the perspective which we trust Congress will feel happy to support and encourage. Us-
ing the enoimous weight of its prestige and authority as an eminent representative of demo-
cratic practice. To deny any persons their human rights is to challenge their very humanity.
To impose on them a wretched life of hunger and deprivation is to dehumanize them. But such
has been the terrible fate of all black persons in our country under the system of apartheid.
..The injury is made that more intolerable by the opulence of our white compatriots, and the
deliberate distortion of the economy to feed that opulence.

'"The process of the reconstruction of South African society must and will also entail the
transformation of its economy. We need a strong and growing economy. We require an economy
that is able to address the needs of all the people of our country, that can provide food,
houses, education, health services, social security and everything that makes human life hu-~
man, that makes life joyful and not a protracted encounter with hopelessness and despair.

We believe that the effect of the apartheid structure on the South African economy and the
enormous and pressing needs of the people make it inevitable that the democratic government
will intervene in this economy acting through the elected parliament. We have put the matter
to the business community of our country that the need for a public sector is one of the ele-
ments in a many-sided strategy of economic development and restructuring that has to be con-
sidered by us all, including the private sector.

'"The ANC holds no ideological positions which dictate that it must adopt a policy of national-
ization. The ANC also holds the view that there is no self-regulating mechanism within the
South African economy which will on its own ensure growth with equity. At the same time, we
take it as given that the private sector is an engine of growth and development which is crit-
ical to the success of the mixed economy we hope to see in the future South Africa. We are
accordingly committed to the creation of a situation in which business people, both South Af-
rican and foreign, have confidence in the security of their investments, are assured of a
fair rate of return on their capital and do business in conditions of stability and peace.
We must also make the point very firmly that the political settlement and democracy itself

- cannot survive unless the material needs of the people - the bread-and-butter issues - are
addressed as part of the process of change, and as a matter of urgency. It should never be
that the anger of the poor should be the finger of accusation pointed at all of us, because
we failed to respond to the cries of the people for food, for shelter, for the dignity of

- the individual.

'"We shall need your support to achieve the post-apartheid economic objectives which are an
intrinsic part of the process of the restoration of the human rights of the people of South
Africa. We would like to approach the issue of our economic cooperation not as a relation-
ship between donor and recipient, between a dependent and a benefactor. We would like to

- believe that there is a way in which we could structure this relationship so that we do in-
deed benefit from your enormous resources in terms of your capital, technology, all-round
expertise, your enterprising spirit, and your markets.

(eontinued, over)



Mandela - Congress (continued)

This relationship should, however, be one from which your people should also derive bene-
fit so that we, who are fighting to liberate the very splrlt.of an entire people from the
bondage and the arrogance of the ideology and practice of white supremacy, do not build
a relationship of subservient dependency and fawning gratitude. One of the benefits that
" should accrue to both our peoples and to the rest of the world should surely be that this
complex South African society, which has known nothing but racism for three centuries,
should be transformed into an oasis of good race relations where the black shall to the
white be sister and brother, a fellow South African, an equal human being, both citizens
of the world. To destroy racism in the world we together must expunge apartheid racism
in South Africa. Justice and liberty must be our tool, prosperity and happiness our
weapon. .

According to a logic dictated by our situation, we are engaged in an effort which includes
the vremoval of obstacles to negotiations. This will be followed by a negotiated determina-
tion of the mechanism which will draw up the new constitution. This should lead to the
formation of this constitution-making institution, and therefore the elaboration and adopt-
ion of a democratic constitution. Elections would then be held on the basis of this con-
stitution, and, for the first time, South Africa would have a body of lawmakers which
would, like yourselves, be mandated by the whole people.

Despite the admitted commitment of President De Klerk to walk this road with us and de-
spite our acceptance of his integrity and honesty, of his purposes, we would be fools to
believe that the road ahead of us is without major hurdles. Too many among our white com-
pPatriots are steeped in the ideology of racism to admit easily that change must come.
Tragedy may yet sully the future we pray and work for, if these slaves of the past take up
arms in a desperate effort to resist the process which must lead to the democratic trans-
formation of our country.

For those who care, who worry about violence in our country, as we do, it is on these
forces that they should focus their attention, a process in which we are engaged. We
must contend still with the reality that South Africa is a country in the grip of the
apartheid crime against humanity. The consequences of this continue to be felt, not only
within our borders, but throughout southern Africa, which continues to harvest the bitter
fruits of conflict and war, especially in Mozambique and Angola. Peace will not come to
our country and region until the apartheid system is ended.

Therefore, we say we still have a struggle on our hands. Our common and noble efforts to
abolish the system of white minority domination must continue. We are encouraged and we
are strengthened by the fact of the agreement between ourselves, this Congress, as well
as President Bush and his administration, that sanctions remain in place.

Sanctions should remain in place because the purpose for which they were imposed has not
yet been. achieved. We have yet to arrive at the point when we can say that South Africa
is set on an irreversible course leading to its transformation into a united, democratic
and non-racial country. We plead that you cede the prerogative to the people of South
Africa to determine the moment when it will be said that profound changes have occurred
and an irreversible process achieved to enable you and the rest of the international
community to lift sanctionS......

The day may not be far when we will borrow the words of Thomas Jefferson and speak of the
will of the South African nation.....Let that day come now. Let us keep our arms locked
together so that we form a solid phalanx against racism, to ensure that that day comes
now. By our common actions, let us ensure that justice triumphs without delay. When
that has come to pass, then shall we all be entitled to acknowledge the salute when
_ others say of us: Blessed are the peacemakers.
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SA death squad
~inquiry fails to
give reassurance

The Harms Commission has produced little but
froth and farce, says John Carlin in Johannesburg

GERRIT VILJOEN, the cabinet -

minister appointed by President
de Klerk to head the govern-
ment’s negotiating team, slammed
the African National Congress
yesterday for persisting with its
talk of “armed struggle™ despite
an agreement reached in talks be-
tween the two sides last month to

_ work together to end ‘“violence

and intimidation”. The ANC, he
said, was behaving in a contradic-
tory, irresponsible and inflamma-
tory fashion.

Mr Viljoen’s complaints might
have carried more weight were it
not for the fact that the very same
adjectives may be used to describe

"how the official investigation into

allegations of state-sanctioned
death squads has been conducted.

When Mr de Klerk announced
in February the appointment of a
judicial commission to *‘expose to
the bone”, as he put it, the truth of
these allegations, great admira-
tion was expressed for his courage
and great expectations were raised
that a powerful example would be
set to ensure that South Africa
came closer to becoming the “civi-
lised” democratic society he as-
pires to. The judge Mr de Klerk
selected, Louis Harms, was billed
as a robust and searching inquisi-

tor. Heads — big heads, i was -

anticipated — would roll.

The Civil Co-operation Bureau,
a sinister undercover army unit,
was squarely in the spotlight. So,
to a lesser extent, were the alleged

+ police death squads denounced by

a self-confessed killer of left-wing
activists, Captain Dirk Coetzee.
But, as the Harms Commission
prepares today to embark on a
month-long winter recess, the out-

come, after 17 weeks of relent-

lessly half-hearted legal digging,
has been, if anything, counterpro-
ductive. “By definition the Harms
Commission was designed to allay
public fears,” said one of the doz-
ens of lawyers employed in the in-
vestigations, “but in fact, as result
of merely scratching the surface,
they have been fuelled: We've
learnt enought to make us terri-
fied but not enough to reassure us
anything can be dpne about it.”

Were it not for the basic tragedy
of the events under scrutiny —
originally 71 unresolved political
killings, though only three have

" been addressed — the Harms pro-
. ceedings have had many of the el-

ements of comic soap opera. The
truth of the long-standing suspi-
cions regarding the state’s involve-
ment in the general harassment
and murder of its political oppo-
nents has, certainly, been further
reinforced. “Maximum disruption
of the enemy” was the name of the
game, as the CCB agents called as
witnesses have testified.

But, these grim generalities
aside, the details to have emerged
on the CCB’s extensive and
heavily funded activities have
been limited to the absurd froth.
South African taxpayers have
been dignified with the knowledge
that among the more hare-
brained projects on which their
money has been spent was one in
which CCB agents succeeded in
hanging a monkey foetus inside a
jam jar on a tree in the grounds of
Archbishop Desmond Tutu's

,Cape Town residence — “Opera-

tion Apie”, it was called.

What conveyed most foolishly
the sense of Restoration farce was
the insistence of four senior CCB
agents who testified on appearing
heavily disguised. Joe Verster, the
“marraging director” of the CCB.
wore a bouffant grey wig, a very
long grey beard and dark glasses.
Justice Harms took no exception
to this and indeed prohibited re-
porters from teking any photo-
graphs of the pantomime spies.
He also allowed the CCB’s refusal
to provide the commission with a
long list of key documents, many
of which have gone missing.

Whereas Justice Harms saw fit
to take these extraordinary pre-
cautions with the state’s agents,
their intended victims have been
provided with no such assurances.
The commission heard that the
CCB had planned to stab to death
Gavin Evans, a journalist on the
anti-apartheid Weekly Mail, and to
induce a heart attack with bogus
pills on Dullah Omar, - Nelson
Mandela’s Cape Town lawyer.
The names and addresses of both

men were trumpeted in the com-

mission. “Are these people more
reassured as to their safety by the
work of the commission?” asked
Max Coleman of the Human
Rights Commission. “No. They're
more worried. The CCB wit-
nesses, several of them convicted
murderers, will simply walk away

‘and be reinforced in the knowl-

edge that they can get away with
murder, literally.”

No recommendation has been
made by Justice Harms to suspend
the activities of the CCB, which
has more than 200 agents on its
payroll and 160 operations on the
go, further evidence to convince

Dr Coleman that a whitewash is °

looming. Such a scenario, he said,
is all the more alarming given that
Joe Verster openly admitted in
the hearings that the CCB is op-
posed to Mr de Klerk’s strategy of
negotiating with the ANC.

B UMTATA - Youths in the
rural district of Lusikisiki in
Transkei tribal homeland have
“necklaced” four murder sus-
pects, police said yesterday, AFP
reports.




The INDEPENDENT BOARD of INQUIRY into INFORMAL REPRESSION in SOUTH AFRICA was

set up in June 1989 to investigate and report on 'extra legal attacks' against
anti-apartheid organizations and activists because South African Police investi-
gations have rarely resulted in arrests much less prosecutions and convictions.
IBIIR's board consists of prominent lawyers, academics, civil libertarians and
clergymen. IBIIR follows various official bodies which Pretoria has had to estab-
lish following growing revelations of covert attacks and assassinations imnside and
outside South Africa. The Harms Commission is the principal such creation aimed
to contain the widening scandal; it can only concentrate on events within South
Africa and has focused on the Civil Cooperation Bureau (CCB) which appears to be
an arm of the South African Defence Force (SADF), using retired or cashiered po-
licemen so as to maintain the fiction of 'eitvilian' and to avoid official reports.
Here are some excerpts from IBIIR's latest report, drawn chiefly from the ongoing
Harms Commission Record:

'Tt is not exactly clear when the CCB, or a similar unit, was formed. According to Major
General A J M Joubert, previous Commander of Special Forces who has been named as the pre-
vious Chairman of the CCB, an order to establish a SADF unit to act against organisations
like the ANC was given before the 1st November 1985 by the then Chief of the SADF,General
Constand Viljoen. This order was confirmed after the lst November 1985 when General Jannie
Geldenhuys became Chief of the Defence Force. The plan to establish this unit was approved
in principle by both General Geldenhuys and the Minister of Defence, General Magnus Malan.

'Apparently the CCB evolved from an existing organisation, known as D40 - consisting mainly
of ex-Rhodesian army officers. The name was later changed to Barnacle, then to 3 Reconnais-
sance Commando, and on the 6th April 1986 it became known as the CCB. According to Joubert,
General Constand Viljoen ordered the special forces of the SADF to form a special unit "for
the maximum disruption of the ANC covertly". This was approved by the Minister of Defence.

..a person who purports to have been a member of the CCB told RAPPORT (an Afrikaans news-
paper, 25 Feb 90) that the CCB or its predecessors have been active inside and outside South
Africa for more than 10 years. Lt. Abraham (Slang) van Zyl said in his evidence that the
internal operations of the CCB started in January 1989, as far as he knows.

'The CCB is a unit of the SADF's Special Forces.. According to Major General Eddie Webb,
Commanding Officer of Special Forces and Chairman of the CCB. MAction is always aimed at
identified enemies of the Republic of South Africa." The aim of the CCB is '"to maximally
disrupt the enemies of the State".... under (General Webb) is the so called Managing Direct-
or, Col Joe Verster...The Chief of the South African Defence Force had to lay projects with
political or strategic implications before the Minister of Defence for approval.

'"The organisation is divided into geographical areas, each under the command of a Regional
Director, and then sub-divided into cells, each managed by a handler. Every handler has a
number of operatives under his command. The CCB employs "aware'" and "unaware" members. The
distinction is based on the test of whether they are aware that they are working for the
CCB or not..... there are approximately 139 aware members and an unknown number of unaware
members. Members of the CCB use false names to keep their identity secret.

'According to Webb, the CCB is presently busy with about 200 projects, mostly external. The
headquarters of the CCB are situated in Pretoria West. According to Pieter Botes, former
Regional Director of the CCB, members work in organisations like the South African Police,
ESCOM, the Pretoria City Council, the Department of Internal Affairs and even the National
Intelligence Service. '"Not even General Eddie Webb or Col Joe Verster knows exactly who
works for the CCB. Not all of my operators know who I am, either. It is an intricate sys-
tem of aliases, false names and a communication channel that protects everyone." (Pieter
Botes to the progressive Afrikaans language newspaper, VRYE WEEKBLAD, 18 May 90).

'According to Botes, every CCB member had to have a civilian "cover" to prevent him from
being associated w1th the SADF (VRYE WEEKBLAD, 18 May 90). Christo Brits confirmed this
and added that the CCB financed members to set up their own businesses. For example,Brits
mentioned "Projek Maagd" (Project Virgin): a person was financed to start a business in-
side the RSA and another business in an African country. This would enable him to travel
back and forth and to gather information about "hostile activities against the RSA" in the
African state.'






WEEKLY MAIL, June 15 to June 21 1990

THERE'’S a story Cowley House
workers tell: of an old man from the
Northern Transvaal who once a year
would journey to Cape Town in the
hopes of visiting his son, imprisoned
on Robben Island.

For many years he made his pilgrim-
age, but each year he failed to see his
child. Unable to read or write, finding
his way to the ferry launch which
would take him to the island fortress
was simply beyond him.

Then, one day, he learned about
Cowley House — and through the of-
fices of this unique haven for the fami-
lies of South African political prison-
ers, the long-awaited meeting took
place.

But the best kind of reunions effected
by Cowley House are those that take
place within its white-washed walls —
they mean that a prisoner has been
freed.

There was just such a reunion last Sat-
urday, when 28 Robben Islanders ate a
meal inside the former monastery deep
in the heart of Woodstock. It was the
one certainty in their bewildering new
freedom: Cowley House is the first
stop for every prisoner who leaves the
island for the last time.

Among those disgorged from prison
vehicles to blink in the bright sunlight
was 24-year-old Ashraf Karriem, sen-
tenced to two years during the 1988 ter-
rorism trial of Ashley Forbes and 14
other young Western Cape cadres for
storing a hand-grenade.

For Karriem there had been little time
to prepare for the emotional impact of
his release,

Word of their freedom had come only
the night before; he and his feliows had
hastily packed their belongings into
cardboard boxes and taken leave of the
comrades remaining behind. .

He’d had even less dme to prepare for
the sight of his 61-year-old mother,
Zubeida, seated in a wheelchair — al-
though he’d known she had had a leg
amputated while he was in prison.

‘For his 63-year-old father, Abdul-
Rahman — just out of hospital after a
bout of pnetmonia — the moment was
overwhelming.

“I’ve been praying for this day, to see
my son again, it was my wish to have
my son and my family together again,”
he wept. :

Tears are very much a part of the
Cowley House story, but 5o 00 are the
smiles.

It wasn't always so, however.

When the South African government
first started incarcerating its political

opponents on the island in the early '

Sixties, there were no releases — and-
no refuge offering the prisoners’ fami-
lies a bed, a warm meal and means of
transport.

“Peopie used to come to Cape Town
and sleep in the railway station,” Cow-
ley House co-ordinator Nabs Wessels
recalls. With little money, bewildered
in a strange city, some — and most of

A beacon of hope that shines
for the newly-freed islanders

¥

Firsttsted'reedom..Au
island this week ’

them were women — would walk the
Skm to Quay Five at Cape Town

. docks. Sometimes they missed the fer-

ry and thus also their only chance in
many months of seeing their men.

In 1974, a fieldworker with the De-
pendants’ Conferenc‘:i:=dl —c;;n anti-
apartheid organisation dedi to eas-
ing the plight of families whose bread-
winner is jailed — started inviting fami-
lies to his home. .

But as the number of political prison-
ers grew, David Viti ran out of space —
as did the friends whom he’d roped in
to help. .

r——

Cowley House for ﬂ\ezapdwm‘yeleasedh'otnﬁobben
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Then, in 1978, the founder of the De- place where they can take stock of
pendants’ Conference — the late Moira themselves or simply be, like the man
Henderson — acquired Cowley House who just wanted to sit and watch the

from the Anglican Church. The former

moon. Locked up for the night every

inhabitants of the 90-year-old building, day at4pm,he hadn’t seen its face in 15

monks of the order of St John the Evan-
gelist, were returning to England.
Since then, Cowley House has come
to mean much more than a bed, a meal
and a ride to the ferry. Says Wessels: “It

ears.
yDuring the past decade others have
used Cowley House to0: relatives of
political trialists; parents desperate over
detained children; wives and husbands

is a place for the families to come to~ pleading on behalf of condemned

gether, to share the traumas and the dif-
ficulties as well as food and shelter.”
And for newly-released prisoners ad-

justing to the shock of the new, itis 2

spouses on death row and the families
of unrest victims in hospital.

When African National Congress
leader Wilton Mkwayi married his wife

Irene in 1987, she held her reception at
Cowley House. Mkwayi, of course,
was unable to artend. After his release
in October 1989 he first set eyes on the
place his wife had come to regard as a
home from home. This time his wife
was absent: she had died the year be-
fore.

Although often perceived as closer to
the African National Congress than its
ideological foe, the Pan Africanist
Congress, Cowley House has striven
for a political stance Nabs Wessels pre-
fers to call “all-embracing” rather than
non-aligned. Among those who've
spent their first night of freedom under
its roof are ANC, PAC and Black Con-
sciousness Movement members.

To complement counselling sessions
for families, a special programme to
help newly-released prisoners rebuild
their lives is underway, according to
Cowley House committee member
Tom Winslow.

He describes the instinution as ““a bea-
con of hope”.

But while recent releases have kindled
that beacon, they have also seen Cow-
ley House’s resources stretched be-
yond the limit.

“Our budget is completely blown,”
Winsiow said. Projected at about R150
000 for the year — excluding church-
funded salanes — onty R66 000 had so
far been raised.

“It cost R2 500 just to hire combis to
transport the 28 who were released at
the weekend. The teiephone bill is go-
ing to be enormous, but how can you
not let someone just freed from prison
phone his family with the news?

“We can forget about our budget,”
Winslow said.

Recent releases were also making
fund-raising doubly difficult.

‘People think it's all over, when really
it’s just starting.

“Although 78 prisoners have been re-
leased since February, there are still
281 prisoners on Robben Island -— and
thousands more in prisons across the
country.” ’

The low profile Cowley House has
carefuily maintatned over the years —
to protect those who use it and prevent
the service it offers from being-“dis-
rupted”, as Nabs Wessels so delicately
put it — has further hindered fund-
raising.

Said Winslow: “There is still much
work to be done at Cowley House. But

.we need help todoit.”

Like other Cowley House workers,
they are underpaid and overworked.

“But it's all worth it,” said Nabs Wes-
sels. “Despite all the suffering, the peo-
ple we get to deai with are just wonder-
ful.”

@ If you would like to make a dona-
tion to Cowley House, the address is
126 Chapel Street, Woodstock, Cape
Town. Cowley House is legally enti-
tled to collect funds under the auspices
of the Church of the Province of South
Africa.

ECSA will collect and send your

contributions for the work of Cowley House.

Make your checks to: Episcopal Churchpeople for a Free Southern Africa
) 339 Lafayette Street

New York,

NY 10012
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No ‘chinks’ in Namibian constitution

ce Fein’s column, “Chinks
in Namibija's constitution,”
published May 8, distorts
the truth. Although an os-
tensible critique of Namibia’s consti-
tution, the commentary contains no
analysis of text, ignores Namibia’s

recent past and makes misleading

references to only a handful of
phrases in a document containing

148 articles and eight attached -

schedules.
Mr. Fein's column is based on an
assumption that can be restated as

follows: Africans are dictatorial and’

undemocratic. Namibia is an Afri-
can country; therefore Namibians
are dictatorial and undemocratic.
The Namibian constitution must be
one designed to create a dictatorial
and undemocratic state. On that ar-
gument, the constitution is irrel-
evant and its provisions may be ig-
nored. Thus Mr. Fein writes, “It can
be anticipated [authors’ emphasis]”
that Namibians will enact oppres-
sive laws; “It can be expected [au-
thors’ emphasis]” that they will dis-
criminate against whites. Since the
author cites no action by Namibians
to support such anticipations or ex-
pectations, the statements are ex-

plainable only by prejudice and pre-

conception.

Mr. Fein purports to compare, un-
favorably, the concept of democracy
in the “majority of African nations”
with that of “referents” in Europe,
North America and elsewhere. But
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what he regards as a democratic
constitution remains unclear. Is it
preferable for African states to have
no written constitution or bill of
rights, as in the United Kingdom? Do
Anglophone African states that con-
tinue to apply inherited preventive
detention laws love liberty less than
the British, who established and im-
posed them on colonial subjects? Is
the growing American use of the
death penalty more protective of hu-
man rights than Namibia’s constitu-
tional prohibition of executions?

If, however, Mr. Fein's point is that
even the best constitution cannot
guarantee a democratic government
or adherence to law, this certainly is
not new and hardly can be proved by
speculation about an untried consti-
tution and government.

In identifying specific com-
plaints, Mr. Fein begins by admitting
the constitution contains a lengthy
bill of rights, covering the gamut of
civil and political liberties. It should
be noted that the Namibian constitu-
tion, unlike that of the United States,
makes certain fundamental rights
non-derogatable under any circum-
stances.

Sec. 2 of Article 21 states that the
fundamental freedoms listed in Sec.
1 may be limited by “reasonable re-
strictions,” imposed ‘'by Namibian

domestic law. The text of Sec. 2 is’

substantially derived from Article
10 of the European Convention on
Human Rights. Mr. Fein fears such

,human-rights law.

restnctlons will eviscerate the enu-

merated rights and render them hol-

low. Exactly the opposite is true.

Limitation clauses balance individ-

ual rights with duties owed to other

members of society. Article 21, read

with Article 22 — to which Mr. Fein.
also makes objection — ensures that

restrictions, which all states neces-

sarily have to impose, must be for

the reasons stated; that is, health,

morality, public safety or public or-

der. Indeed, Article 22, which so

troubles Mr. Fein, spells out basic

American constitutional doctrine:

that such laws shall be of general,

not personal, application; and shall

be clear and precise. A corrupt gov-

ernment may, of course, pervert'
these or any other provisions.

. Mr. Fein’s complamt against the:
affirmative action provisions of the
Namibian constitutions sounds like
a carryover from the American
scene. Since discrimination by eth-
nic group was, under South African
occupation, established and en-
forced by law in Namibia, it seems
hardly possible that anyone could
find it unjust or sinister to authorize,
as Article 23 does, “policies and pro-
grammes aimed at redressing” such
past wrongs. Affirmative action to
redress past discrimination against
ethnic or racial groups is also sanc-
tioned by established international.

Mr. Fein misstates Sec. 2 of Arti-
cle 16 that concerns just compensa-
tion for property expropriated by
the state. It does not provide that
compensation is to be determined by
Parliament “in any way [it] deems
fit” Rather, it provides that Parlia-
ment must lay down the procedures
to be followed if expropriation is to
take place. Far from “besmirching”
private property rights, as Mr. Fein
says, Article 16 accords with accept-
able procedures that prevent arbi-
trary seizure of property by the
state. What is or is not just compen-
sation will be determined by the

courts. -

Rather than “predominating,”
presidential powers are signifi-
cantly curtailed by Namibia’s consti-
tution. Apart from giving the pres-
ident the right to appoint members
of the Cabinet, all other presidential
appointments are to be made on rec-
ommendation either of the Judicial
Service Commission, the Public Ser-
vice Commission or the Security
Commission. All presidential ap-
pointments and actions are subject

. to review, reversal or correction by

a two-thirds vote of the National As-
sembly. If the president dissolves
the assembly, his term automatically
ends.

Mr. Fein’s anxiety about “awe-
some powers” granted to the Nam-
ibian president is undercut by his
erroneous claim that the president
may declare a state of emergency in
case of economic disaster. The na-
tional emergency/martial law provi-
sions, although without precedent in
US. law, are judicially reviewable
and carefully circumscribed. They
are limited in duration and may be
ended by Parliament. Namibia's con-
stitution provides that the right of
access to legal counsel and to the
courts may not be abrogated.

It is interesting to note that all the
judges previously appointed by the
South African government have
been retained, and the former judge
president of Namibia’s supreme
court, also South-African-appointed,
was named as independent
Namibia's first chief justice.

Mr. Fein's last charge, “absence of
strong local authority,” is disingen-
uous at the very least; the constitu-
tion leaves the structure of regional
and local governments to be deter-
mined by Parliament.

GAY J. McDOUGALL,
ELIZABETH S. LANDIS
South Africa Project
Lawyers’ Committee for

Civil Rights Under Law
Washington
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aiyibias new coustitution .
luh "been- hailed by the
United ‘Natidus, the US.
State Department, and
'otbers as a’'model for democracy
mmyo(unnlnm in African and
‘other nations. The magnitude of
tsuci wrorigheadedness is stupen-
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| :the Namibia‘conatitation promises
-rubé, racial®discrimination against
.whites smq- pani-nent €conmmic
beckwardnkss -

?' Alengtll)bu’llofr@mmlbeom
.mmﬁw iy’ larjrely emipty. It pur-
) ports to proéect personal liberty, pro-
‘hibit dég¥ading ponishments;
.gunranlee -Jegal equality irespec-
trveulsex.raoe.mlnrelhlmmh
! gion, creed,-or social ar eoonnmd:_
at-ms,premlarhtugarmm

imums.oﬂnmﬂ&i' safeguard
i free press, religion, assem-
lbly.

iw o -—.-—.-

-‘ Bmocl’qmpqlmaandfyu-
1 lance wrpamaaﬂzlu in legal is-

\SUCS

of national economic disaster, which
is a synonym for any time in an im-~
poverished nation like Namibia, eco-.
nomically dependent on South Af-
rica.

The president may dissolve the -

National Assembly and call for new ¢

elections virtually at will. He ap-
points the prime minister, attortey
general, supreme court justices and
every other officer wielding signifi«
cant powers. Further, the president,
onthe recommendation of the public
service commission, may create an
unitmited number of public sine-
cures to pack with his political
toadies,

ummmand choice -

TUESDAY, MAY 8, 1990 / PAGE F3 |

pocupatson. But Article 22 cvis-
zgramc these advertised rights by
anthorizing their curtailment by
general laws 50 long as“the essential
content” of the right is preserved.
Article 21 strengthens the convic-
son that fundamental rights are to
behollow. §t warns that they must be

exercised in conformity with rea- -

smable Namibian laws. which are
not at war with a democratic society

and “aré required in the interests of

the sovéreigny and mtegrity of Na-
mibia, the security of the State, pub-
lic order, decency or morality, or in
ldmmmcblm:mplomem defa-
mation or inciterment o an offense.”
But limits on fundamental rights
acoeptable in a “democratic society”™
lsnmmupulalableamcqn.lhnyre
pressive one-party states in Africa
label themselves democratic. There -

is no inderstanding among the ma-  °

]onty of M’nun nations regarding
meamngnfdunnctacythalmr—

w its referent in Barope,
“’euﬂvﬂll\menmmtmml,m
tratla ‘and 3 bandful of other coun-
tries for instance, an-
nounces itself as a “democratic and

he awesome powers of the
president will tempt the ordi.
nary mortals who occupy the

office to corruption, maladministra- -

tion and usurpations. And that temn
tation becomes virtually {rresistible
under Article 31. It crowna the pres-
ident with absolute immunity during
his incumbency for civil or criminal
wrongdoing, and the same impen-
etrable shield persists after incum-
bency uniess the president has been
impeached and removed by Parlia-
ment, and it resolves to lift tne im-
munity.

“The coupling of sweeping prel-

maaﬂnn:ﬂhnwnhampolml

The “democratic society” limit o
ve {wws is thus noimit at all.

can be anticipated that Namibia ,
mllmahwscurhngpolmcllpan '
ties and the right 10 own and operate
media properties, beavily reg-
ulnlmg private business enterprise,
business man- -

able cause to suspect mgd(mg

n addition, the nght o equality
under the law is & cruel boax.
Article 23 expreasly champians

Iamtlmtprel‘uhlad&smeducﬂiun,
the economy and

e v

_vnce.llmbem(peaedlhmlaws

will desnand quotas of black teach-

. evs and studemts in schools, of black

employees and business owuers in
the economy and of black civil ser-
vmumtbebumuacy,ﬂtepolloe
force, the defense force and the
prmservmhruddnmmm

. trenches apartheid #n reverse and is
.taqtmllyrv:pugnuua;utxnvlm!:pmt

Chmks in Namibia’s constltutnon

The right of private property, en-
shnnedmﬂrtmlel?ofﬂnel]mvu
sal Declaration of Human Rights, is
besmirched under Article 16 of the
Namibian constitution. It suthorizes
expropriations with just compensa-
tion to be determined in any way Par-
liament deems fit. Thus payment

- might be made with worthless paper

currency, and the property owoer
- *may be denied the epportunity to

’ pmlluscasep:intnnmqnmnl

ar independent jodicial tribumal
Parlinment, with fiscal intevests in

underpaymems, pmblbly will sup-

Typical of the majority of despo-
tisms througbout Africa, pres-
idential powers under the Namibia
constitution predominate. The pres-
idesut is directly elected by the peo-
ple to serve a five-vear term, with the
possibility od' ane re-election.

The prsulcm is conuander-in-
chief of the defense forces, and is
empowered 1o rule by martial law or
decreeif he doclaresa stateof esnes-
- gency. The latter is justified in times

idential powers with jegal immunity
makes Mother Teresa the only per-
son who could be trusted with the
office.

The Namibian Supreme Court
lends itself to manipulation. All Jus-
tices are appointed by the president

- to serve until 65, but an additionai
. Hve yearsof Judiclai serviceisavail-

able for presidential favorites, Fur-
ther, the president may make apecial
ad hoc SupromeCounarpointmmzs
to adjudicate constitutional claims
at the request of the chief justice.
Justices can also be removed for
ross misconduct by a five-member
udicial service commission with

‘two presidential appointees, two pri-
vate bar appointees and the chief
justice. These intimidating., powers
over the Supreme Court s Pres-

- {dent Franklin . Roo court-
* packing plan mild in 33’3.—:

son,

Amplification of other profound
defects in the Namibian .constitu-
tion, such ag its bejeweled labor and
welfare code and absence of strong
local autonamy, must be omitted asa
concession to the shortnaess of life,

The constitution's ab ce of
structural flaws make Namibia des-
tined to follow the political road of
almost every African nation into o
pressive, corrupt and eeonomxcalr
calamitous government,
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