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1 PHILADELPHIA-AREA LABOR AGAINST APARTHEID 
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Education Director 
Phila. Joint Board, ACTWU 

The Philadelphia Area Labor 
Against Apartheid Committee 
was formed in 1985 with the 
participation of over 20 
local and regional unions, 
and with rank and file part­
icipation from many additional 
labor organizations. The 
Committee was organized in 

.response to the urgent need 
to support the new independent 
black trade unions in South 
Africa, and to help further 
educate the U.S. trade union 
movement and the American 
people in general about the 
nature of apartheid. 

Black workers in South 
Africa are on the move. Ex­
cluded from white unions, they 
have organized independent 
unions to fight for basic 
union rights and for human 
dignity. A large majority of 
the black unions recently 

formed a giant new labor fed­
eration, the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions 
(COSATU). The unions involved 
in this federation believe in 
a multi-racial trade union 
movement. 

Hundreds of thousands of 

black workers have rallied to 
the new unions despite vicious 
attacks from employers and 
the South African government. 
Union leaders have been im­
prisoned without charge or 

(continued on page 5) 

which reminds me-;.sn' t NicaragUD just awful?' 
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