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As you read this there are at least 900 political prisoners still languishing in apartheid's jails. 164 of them are 
being held by apartheid's puppet government of Bophuthatswana. Yet today in a joint press conference with 
South African Foreign Minister Pik Botha. President Bush plans to "cheerfully" lift economic sanctions, 
claiming that F. W. deK!erk has met the conditions of the Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act(CAAA). 

The decision to lift sanctions is questionable. but the assertion that Pretoria has met all the conditions of the 
CAAA flies in the face of reason. On the issue of political prisoners it is obvious that the deKlerk government 
did not live up to its agreement with the ANC to release all political prisoners by April 30 nor has it met 
CAAA conditions regarding political prisoners. 

The government 's intransigence has been displayed in its numerous stalling tactics, arguments over 
definitions and its insistence on reviewing cases individually. As if this were not bad enough. we now have the 
Bush administration and the State department publicly claiming that F.W. deK!erk lli not responsible for 
political prisoners in Bophuthatswana. tacitly recog:nizing the artificially created bantustan as an independent 
state. How President Bush can reconcile an often proclaimed "commitment" to ending apartheid while accepting 
one of apartheid's most infamous and universal! y denounced creations has left most people flummoxed. 

Regarding the estimated 40.000 exiles who had to tlee apartheid repression. the administration gave PretOria 
a passing grade despite the fact that less than 1.000 had actually been repatriated as of then end of May. The 
repatriation process has been held hostage by the government, which refused to offer a blanket amnesty to all 
exiles. the only arrangement under which the United Nations High Commission for Refugees works. As the 
government conducted endless talks with UNHCR, critical funding for returning exiles remained frozen. 

Even worse, without any outside supervision to monitor treatment of returnees, South African security forces 
conducted a blatant campaign of harassment:. abducting, detaining and arresting people who had been granted 
indemnity status. In some cases their releases were won only through the personal intervention of ANC 
President Nelson Mandela. 

As one takes a closer look at the facts one is hard pressed to understand how the Bush administration decided 
that the deKlerk regime has done enough to be rewarded by the lifting of economic sanctions. Questions also 
remain about the exact legislation which have replaced the so called pillars of apartheid. Perhaps this is why 
Congress was completely left out of the process. leaving the White House and the State department the sole 
judges of what justice and equality should mean in South Africa . Federal sanctions may be gone. but the issue 
of political prisoners will not go away as easily as fabricating legal niceties on the State department 's 
computers. The demonstrators calling for the release nf the Bophuthatswana political prisoners outside the US 
embassy in Pretoria proved that today. For them July 10 will remain a day of disbelief as a bantustan was 
accorded ofticial recognition by the United States. For the other political prisoners in South Africa proper. and 
for all the exiles, perhaps one day the Bush administration will have to answer to them for its actions. 

TildenJ. LeMelle 
Cha.rrma.n 
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The Hum2n Rights Commission was totally tlabbBrgast~d by State President De 

Klerk 's statement or 1 July 1991 to t.f-Je effect that agreement had been concluded 

between Government and ANC representatives t~at finality has now been 

re;;ched in the release of political prisoners in terms of tile Pretoria Minute. 

Now tJ1at the ANC has reMed that tt~era was Wf such agreement, the HAC 

tlo.stens to make U1e following points :-

* Tne HAC list of 972 Identified poiCtical prisoners as at 3 june 1991, which 

irtcludcd 284 "audit.edQ prisoners agreed by -tlle Department of Correc+JonaJ 

Services as fa! ling within their own categories, is stliJ baslcaily valid. 

It will h<Jve been reduced by about 60 prisoners released since that date ar.d 

may contain a smau number vmose re!ease in t11e past have gone unrecorded_ 

However we are satisfted that the current ntJmber of identified prisoners is In 

excess of 800. We carmot let the matter rest until we have evidence that each 

ot these prisoners :s released or In some way accounted for. 

. -----· --- -- -- - -~------- ----·- -··-·----- - - ---·--·--· --- ·- ---------·-
Commi~·;:<on~r~: MLS-BQff Sud!E:ilder. or.M.'U<: (\::1Rmd11. Mr.Cncf~ Ol:1Inlri, 
~!r.Pit.e ~.r.g;:;. Mr~; Joyc-'3 M3bud~l.fti.<Y.l. Or .0dtZ:1 Mji, Fr.S01Wl1)r.triso lvlkh~:~rl\'i<J, 
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lnstn;ctions/message: 

SPECIAL ft.LERT! 
·- ------

Taiephone: Oi 1-403 4450/" 
Fax : 011·3~-39 1422 

pROTESTO~S AT TH§ U.S.EMBASSY 

FORCISL Y REMOVED SHORTLY BEFORE PRESIDENT BUSH LIFTS SANCTiONS 
' - ~· -·-- -- - ---·--

At_ t.h? time that Presf~ent ~ush W?S preparing to I!ft sanotior)s on the unders~ndlng ,that all 5 
crite~ia cf the C?mprene~s!ve Ant-Apaft!1eid Act, c mcludtng t:1e release of poutlcal p~SO!J~rs, 
had :Jeen met, tour members of the MafiKeng Antl-Repressfon Forum {Maref) were tcrc101Y 
removed from t"'e Untted States Embassy in Pretona. Tne four were planning to stage a sit~ln 
tQ protest the lifting of sanctions by President George Bush despite the fact that aH ~oliiica_l 
prtsoners and espedaiiy the 166 prisoners In Scphuthatswana have not yet been reie:ased. 

\N.e have b,2en informed that tha followina took oiace: 
''The wives of three hunger strikers (aU m-embers of Maret} and Maret's pubildty officer, Paul 
Daphne, arrhted <it the. embassy ~t.11.30arrL Mer me~ting wit'"l the Deputy ~nbassodor and 
an official from the emoassy's pohticaJ department, tlie tour announced thea- 1ntentlon to stage 
a siUn and embark on a hunoer strike in an act of solidaiitv. They were asked to ieave the em­
bassy and en refusing vJere forcibf~ removed. ·rne US Errtb.assy Security personnel were 
called in. I hey first grabbed Paul waphne under his arms, picked him up, and dragged him out 
of tt!e embassy_ They then forced the 3 women into secretary•s chalrs, heid them down and 
wheeled them out of the embassy. :.r 

1 he HRC iegrets the use of forca by staff In tie employment of the US Embassy in dealing 
with pe2cefui prot~:S-t. 

VVe have attached a statement from the protesters at the US Embassy and an open letter to 
Pr·e-sldent Bush from the politie3.1 prisoners who enter their 26th day of hunger strike. Both 
have hAen re-typed for convenience of reading. 



STATE.1V1ENT BY UNlTED STATES EMBP.SS'l HUNGER STR.IKE:=tS 
MJl.REF PRESS RELEC..SE 10TH JULY 1991 

Th~ Mafikenq ;..\ntr-Repression Fcrum is staging a srt-!n and hunger strike at tlie United ~totes 
Embassy in Pretoria as rrom .1 i .30~ tod?y S?uth Afri0.1n.time. '!"e are carry\[19 OtJ! ~Is ~c­
tlon tn support of the 166 pohttcal pnsoners bemg held 1n the Bopnuths.tswa.na oantu~tan, Nt.1o 
are, demanding the!r re!~ase in terms of the ~retor!a ~.1in~?· The Sou!h Afnc3:n Government 
has net disputed the pohtfca! nature of the oflence;s for wt~1ch these pnsoners .nave ~e!3n con­
victed, but claims that they are being f~eid fn a 11 r'le:gnbo~nng state". The ~u~~ .A.dm~r:lStr::tt~on, 
on U1e other hand, has indicated that it mav be announc:ng tomorrow, 11 tr. JUlY~ that !t wut oe 
lifting United States sanctions against Soufh Africa/despite the fact that political prisor:ters such 
alS the Bop 166 iemain incarcerated. Tne United States GC>vernment does not recogmse the 
spurious ~independenceu of 8oohuttlatsvJa.na. We are co11cemed therefore that the Bush 
P.,dministration should be moving towards the lifting of sanctions while not a singie politicai 
prisot1e:r has been released !n this particular part of South Africa.. The United States Compre­
he!lsive t..nti Apartheid Ac;t requires the ;e!ease of poiiticai prisoners and ls specmc in defining 
Bophuthatswana as part of S..;ut'i Africa. 

Ejghteen of me 8op political prisoners have been on hunger strike since i 5th June demanding 
tt1e.ir release. W.th th~ hun!=ler stii~e now entering ft's 26th day we are seriously conct?rned 
about tJ1e state of the:r health. Senous organ damage or even death could occur in the near 
futurE'. In a recent visit to tt~em they made it ciear that their message to the world is "Release 
or Death", which is 'Nhy \W!~ have found it necessary to take such drastic action, 

The responsibility for these hunger strikers and for the other po!itiC<:ll prisoners rests square!~' 
·,Nit!; the De KJerk Government. De Klerk daims to have scrapped the last pillars of apartheid, 
and yet the comerston~s of ;;partheiq, the bantustans~ remain in place} and De Klerl{ continues 
to claim that Bophuth2tswana is independ~nt It would be a tragedy of Immense prcoortions if 
any d these hunger strikers should die on account of this "indepenaenca". ' 

The United States Government shares responsibilfty for the fate of these prisoners In that it 
has the power to pressurise De kJeri< to see to their release. We caf! on the Bush Adrnlnistra­
!ion_<::ln~ the ~nited Stat~'3 A.rnb~ssado~, Mr William S'.ving, to make a public statement ci<:-rify­
rng tht1>1r pos1t1on on the oop po1Itfcaf pnsoners and we cait on them to act now to secure tne1r 
re!ease. To ~.~.,nounce the intention to lift sanctions at this time, when U1e Soo hunoer strikers 
are fac:lng possib1e death, woufd amount to 8. betrayal of the politicai prisoners as well as of our 
,..>t;""•r'l1 ~ -~s .... ~·:i·'o· '1:1 · · 
.- "'""';'\:.: """"' ·~ I• f t .... .J~ 
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The decision by President Bush to withdrmv tt,e Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid 

Act was made on the basis that aH ftve requirements had been met, including the 

reiease of aH politicai prisoners. 

lf President Bush were to accept, as he should, U1e definmon of a political 

prisoner as agreed in the Pretoria Minute between the Government and the ANC, 

then ttlere are at !east 800 political prisoners still being he!d, detaHs of whom 

have been published by ourselves, confirmed by t.'le ft.NC and include 284 

prisoners whom the Deparbnent of Correctional Services ftse!f has acknowledged 

fall under their own categories of security", security-related and unrest-reiated 

political prisoners. 

If howt;;ver! he chooses to use a narrower definition of a political prisoner as one 

who has been imprisoned for his or her polfficaJ beiiefs rather than for violent 

poiiticat aCts, then we must point at least to the over i 00 prisoners in 

Bophuthatswana sentenced for treason for their involvement in the abortive COt!p 

of i 988 which involved no loss of live or even violence. The Unrred States does 

not recognise Bophuthatswana as an independent state and cannot therefore go 

alol}g •Nith State President De Klerk's claim that these prisoners~ clearly political, 

are not the responsibility of the Government. 

Thus by either definition~ President Bush's decision is based on a flawed 

premise. 

-· · ·- , '· · •·-···•'-'·£•, •·~·: ··• ;t;.;::J 1..JlC.iJ'f"\U"fi 

t'.'l: .t!>h_."- wngs., IV!r~:.Joy~.s r.;1anudatl"l!:S:, D; ,Oiii.za rvlji, rr .Sma;J:FlllSCl MP;h8:";t1w2_ 
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