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The Africa Fund

November 22, 1991
To: All Southern Africa Support and Human Rights Groups

From: Research Department

Re: South Africa's Homeland Prisoners

April 30, 1991 should have been a landmark date in the
struggle to end apartheid, for deKlerk promised all politiecal
prisoners their freedom by then. Yet now in MNovember, nearly
seven months later, there are still nearly 1000 political
prisoners in jails throughout South Africa.

In the "independant homeland"™ of Bophuthatswana alone there
are at present 100 political prisoners. Yet these prisoners face
perhaps an even greater predicament since the South African
government denies any jurisdiction over their imprisonment,
claiming that Bophuthatswana is 1its own entity. FPretoria
therefore claims that they can act only as an intermediary in
negotiating their release.

In fact, Bophuthatswana is an illegitamate entity, created
by the South African government in 1981, and is not recognized
anywhere in the world other than in South Africa. It was the
South African governmnet which forcibly relocated millions of
black South Africans into.such homelands in an attempt to build
an ethnic state. Furthermore, it 1is the Scouth African government
which enables Bophuthatswana to exist financially, providing
$580,713,697 in 1990/91 alone; nearly B803% of the yearly budget.

Presently there are 22 political prisoners on hunger strike
in Bophuthatswana in a last chance effort to galn their freedom.
While the authorities of Bophuthatswana try to mask their
decaying state of health Pretoria continues to assert that they
have no control over the homeland's affairs.

The deKlerk government must accept its direct responsibility
for the condition of these hunger strikers and all political
prisoners in Bophuthatswana as well as the rest of South Africa.
The South African government, in denying this responsibility, is
in turn denying hundreds of people their freedom and their lives.
Time and again, international pressure has been the only
effective way to move the Scuth African government.

DEMAND THE RELEASE OF THESE POLITICAL PRISONERS!
CALL, WRITE or. CABLE:
State President F.W. deKlerk
Private Bag X213
Pretoria 00010, Scuth Afriea

The Africa Pund, 198 Broadway, New York, NY. 10038 (212)962-1210

Tilden J. LeMelle Jennifer Davis
Chairman Executive Directar
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BOP WUNGER STRIKE UPDATE - I19TH NUVEMBER 1991
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is in a ecritic

! egonditian. Ves

T sTIYike at Bophelong hospital
T

erday morninz he lapsed fnio

&
maonscicusness for several houars. His doctor and nursing staff

woTe 21T thatT stage utnable to tring
withessaed by hi reilow huynger

hip around. Tois slitustien was

srtriker, {Leorge ivae, who is

TegEeThe?r with Moleie in Tthe intgnsive care unit at Bophelong.

By The afrernoon. nRowever, he

had regzined csonsgiousness.

Accerding o Sr David Greet of NAMDA. tTnis could be the start of

his desiine intoe a seRri-CoNaTosIR
belief. 2 humga2r ST
and then die. [T L2 ussal thasz

ixer doss nut iavse inzo

condirion. Contrary T4 popular
coma for z few days
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the person slips in and out of
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famous Iriso hupger s£Iriker, Sobkdby Sands: siiveed in and our ofF

consciousness IfTor seven dave, aad 6n tne day he died he was

conscicus.
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conscious and
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could communigate by whispering. He ss2ic that in the eatly hours'
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ting 1o sleep.
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Finally he rad lapsed into uncerszzicusness and RKnew neclihing more
o

until the afternodh wasn Ne came round with

at difficulty.

{Gecrge Biva rtold MAREF mepvers That Guring the moraning docrters

and nurses had haamered Bushiyv's

reiiexes and pinched him in an

ATTenpPT I2 Dbring hias rounc). Busnv forthers stated thatr yesterday

afterncon  he had cloulis of dizzimess and blackness repeatedly

descendine on him.



s mofning's shy Meiefe s DIoOQ Fressure was dangersusly 1ow 2l
3 0/4% and Lis pulse was 45 per mipute. His wolznl was down 0 43,6
§ "~ ke, =z 1logss of 29,3RFs. He aisc says 1hal ha can hardly see

; MAREF s anticipating an a2iiespi by the Bop authorities Lo hide

§ the critizal ceacition Bushy Moiefs ig in. MAREF amenvers
ﬁ discovaered " Tsis mornimz that dooters r2ating Bushy nad not
; recorded yeszterdays eveniti i1n bis mesical file. Thsre 1s ne
‘ doctors eniry oo hisg $1f betwesn the i5th November aand this

Zarel 2 sons, Cenerali € € &

nE the i19%th.  The Commissionsar of Pri
Delrcrt
indespendepnt docior be alleweq o examine Bushy- This i1s a

. bas alsc refused at Tnis sizze & MAREF requast that an-

i ecountraventicn ¢ intermaiional norxes On the Treatment ¢Ff hunzer

- . strikers.

. . Bushy Molefe g 2 geaulpe bunger gtrixer. He has had atsoiutely ng

petrition ftor 3E davs. We fear thav, ualass he 1s resleased; he

4

will Zie wilhin tne nex? week.

FOR PURTHER INTORMATION

MAREF PUBLILCITY COMMITIEE 1448 &48

NaMDs  Otl 294060

iz
£
e
) ]
o
‘0
oo
-
O
"
]
et
K|
v
3\
<
—
C
¥
[]
fe
}

1

3

.
X LN

"




IR PO Box 36723

oy
N o TIN Prazreioniain 2047
--f—;r—;—r“m Jchanneshurg
| 'ur' 52 . " South Africa
\ :; [ A NIRNE , Phone: (011} 403-44501
L LJL_JL%FD LF . Fax: 333-1422

WEEKLY REPRESSION REPORT

FOR WEEK No. /4%
FROM 04/11/81 TO 10/11/91

FORMAL REPRESSION

LREF’F{ECSSIVE LEGISLATION

CISKE| STATE OF EMERGENCY

The State of Emergency, declared by Brigadier Oupa Gqoza on the 28th October, is
still in force throughout the territory.

On the 30th October, the Miltary Council issued the indemnity Third Amendment
Decres which extends indemnity for officials working for the Ciskei authorities,
Applications challenging the legality of the State of Emergency were filed in the Bisho
Supreme Court on the 6th and 7th November and are to heard on the 12th Navember.

PUBLIC SAFETY ACT

Thokoza, Vosloorus, Katlehong, Tembiza, Soweto, Dobsonville, Meadowlands
Diepkioof and Alexandra remain Unrest Areas with a 9pm to -5am curfew imposed on
ati of them.

i

| FORMAL REPRESSION OF PERSONS

Detention without Trial

Detentions: Ciskei* 196
Bophuthatswarna 10

" Releases: Ciskei 4
Stiil Held: Ciskei 192
Boptuthatswana 10

Transkei 2

TOTAL: 204

Commissioness: Mr.Geotf Budlenoer, Dr.Max Coleman, Mr.Chris Diamiri,
N Fros Langa, Mrs.Joyce Mabudafhasi.Dr.Diliza Mji, Fr.Smangaliso Mkhaishwa,
MesAamenina Sisuiv

’_- — —~

FC‘URITY F\)RCE ACTIONS

Dun‘ng this period, 11 peopie were injured and 354 amested as a result of securily
[aree aclion.

AREA DEATHS INJURIES ARRESTED
PV - 1 22
E. Transvaal

N. Transvaal - 8 50
W. Transvaal - -

Natal - -

E.Cape - 1

Border - - 16
Ciskei - 1 154
Vi - - 91
TOTAL - 11 354

* Police reported that a further 91 people were amested on the 4th November in illegal
gatherings relating to anti-VAT protests across the country.

PwWV

‘Johannesburg

An anti-VAT protester was injured and wenty-two arresied when police
stopped an illegal march in Hillbrow on the 5th November. The injured person
reported that the arresting officer was not wearing a name tag and neither

‘were a number of policemen at the police station. In terins of the Nationa!
‘Peace Accord policemen are required to wear name tags at all ime. Those arrested

were summonsed to pay R30 admission of guilt fined for contravening muncipal
by-laws.

NORTHERN TRANSVAAL
‘Messina

Eight people were injured when an anti-VAT protest march was declared illegal on tne
5th Novernber and police repartedly opened fire with rubber bullets on the crowd that
had gathered. One of the victims was reportedly shot above the left eye and might

lose it.

Fietershurg

On the 6th'November, about 50 people were arrested for not having their |dermty
documents on them. When one of the people who had been arrested asked the
peliceman i their arrests were legal the station cornmander replied that they were



being "warned for the Iast time" and that they would be iocked up if they

wers found wilhout identity doeuments again.- Besidemnts reported that the

police ustially réided parké and othercentres in town-where black people..-
‘congregated and arrested black people who did not.have I books with thern. Influx

_control faws were scrapped in 1986 it is no longer a-crime to:be withowt -
i oLt e 0 el 3% i o
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WESTERN TRANSVAALY e iy

Rusterbwrg = - A

. A'minef 'was drfested on the 4th'November for-putting up anti-VAT posters.:
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Durban-KwaMashu R T A B &
On the Sth November KwaZulu Police arested Michagi Nene, Lucas Chile and Made
Mkhize, after an ANG meeting in the area, The three were reportedly
taken to the police station where they were verbally abused, threatened
© with'a firesrfn and fold that the-police-intended-to shoot-everyone in =-...
L:Bstlion. The police-akagedly quoted ‘extracts from-Chief Buthelezi's .
recent radio interview: wheirhe accused “comrades!-of being-dogs, which. |
they reportedly used as justification for the arrests. The three were later
relédsad withiout charge. However, the police:oonfiscated the minutesand the

‘ attehdenics register of'the ANC meeting. "+~ i R
e Fwatiieln T d L T T AL L TNL T PR
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. Stutterheim S o P e e M
" Police arrested 16 ANC supporters patticipating in an anti-VAT picket on the 46
" NoWember, '“The pofice told the- local-ANC-branch chairperson that the picket was
‘el betause theyrhiad not applied for a.permitto hold the picket. - The 16 were
© given utitlt the 22 November to pay admission-of guilt fines.. -* - . -
" EASTERN CAPE
- Albany-&dilaide ] G s
““On thé' 5th* November:palice. arested-seven ANC Youth League .members for
Obstruction of Traffic during an ant-VAT march. The police allegedly.ordered the
crowd to disperse and when they did nat do so, fired teargas at them. The police
reported that stones were thrown at them, however the Adelaide Advice Office has
countered this by saying that the march was peaceful. The seven have been ordered
'-~’"ffd Pay admission of‘guilifines 6f RS0 béfore the: 28" November: 1.0 . L
P gl d et e v sy e . U
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' f"Nb'an'y-'Alicedale PESCIU I EOEE TN D S S D
- Police allégedly assaiited ANG member, Mr John Koweni (87),.on the 6th November,
while they searched his house for firearms.'No firearms were found. .~ .
Police arrested 4 ANC members, following the stabbing of a policeman over the
weekend. The policeman was stabbed whén police, repbrtédly'dmnk,”amved in the
_township and started arresting ANC supporters: One of the four was charged with
Fo aempled thirdef and theothers release N L

| VIGILANTE-RELATED ACTIONS

CISKE

King William’s Town . .

On the 4th November, 151 ANC members were arrested on unknown charges in
Dimbaza. They were released on R30 bail the following day.

‘Mdantsanie : ' B - - '

On the 6th November, Ciskei security forces arrested 13 MK members who
-had recently retumed from exile after being granted indemnity by the South.
Aftican govemment. '

- Mzanzj :
Ciskei police allegedly abducted and assaulted an ANC Youth League member on the
4th November, The police reportedly arrived at his house, kicked open the door and
_draggad him to 2 car where they sjambokked him and pushedi:him:inte the boot.
"Anocther pérson 'was already in‘the boot:it was Teported that after;driving away, the
police fodk tiim -oiit of the boot, sjambokked. him and demanded:that-he show them
the way to someone else’s home. He escaped while the police were trying to force
entry into the home,

el Sery, ol

During this period we recorded 18 deaths and more than 71 injuries resulting from

" vigilanté-related actions:- . s B v e
S R L ;. o
DT S . P ey N R O S A S TR T -
| AREAG. .., DEATHS . INJURIES
W. Transvaal 2 49
e B rJatal WL ol i."4‘ ey .
TOTAL ' i Ty |
. Pwv
~ Alexandra

The clinic in the township reported that 8 people were treated on the 5 November for
gunshot or stab wounds,

" East Rand-Nigel

The driver o_f a mini-bus was killed and four passengers were injured when people in
anoth.ev: vehicle opened fire on the mini-bus on the 8 November. A further ten people
were injured when the mini-bus overtured.



‘Durben-KwaMashu 3 e e

EASTERN TRANSVAAL

Secunda

The Inkatha Freedom Party Youth Brigade reported that one of its national executive
committee members, Mr Mbhekiseni Gwala, was killed at his parerits infaw home
when a unknown guniman opened fire with an AK-47 rifle on the 4 November .

'WESTERN TRANSVAAL
:Caritonvilie

On the 3 and 4 November, two miners were killed and 49 injured at the West Deep

iLevels mine,

Onthe 7 November, 2 numberv of people were m;ured when the. tram statron in

- F-Section wag: attacked by Inkatha supponers from a nearbv hostel No deaths were

reported. - e R

" Midlands-Richmond

On the 4 November the body of Ms F’humuzrle Mkhrze (27) was found in the veld near

“atam, i A

Midlarkis-Pietermaritzburg

" Mr Walter Ndlovu (39) was killed while on his way to work in, Edendale on the 4
- November.

' & Coast-Folweni A .
. On the 5 November, two people Mr David Srkhonde and Mr Mazo, were krlled when
" Inkatha supporters from Folweni Reserve attacked an anti-VAT march, Residents

reported that the KwaZuju Police were part of the attack and fired at residents as they
were fleeing. On the 10 November, eight people were Killed and 2 number injured
when about 50 Inkatha supporters attacked the area, it was reported that the
KwaZulu Police assisted them in the attack. Residents reported that the attack lasted
about 2 hours and that KwaZulu Police opened fire on people as they were fleeing.

" § Coast-Mashiwase

- Two peopie were killed when Inkatha supporters attacked the home of a person they
. suspected of supporting the ANC on the 9 November. Councilior ithwela was later
~ amrested and charged for involvment in the attack.

e 100

Comment;’

Ciskei -

* Notd All ﬁgures grven f@r the Crsker apply up 10 the Bth November.
gqph.ﬂhatswana SR '

8 members of the. Naﬂonal Unron of Mrneworkers (NUM), employed a* the impala
Platinum mines were detained in Bophuthatswana, This has led to a strike by at least
35 000 mineworkers which has completely halted production gt the mines.

Mr Lesedi Kgalati, a member. of the. executive_ eommmee of me ANC Mosenthal
branch, was detained on the 6th November and is still being held.

Mr Geofirey Moelets], an activist involved with squatters near Thiabane, wag detained
on the sth November and is stil bemg held. ;

B

Political Pnsoners

Hunger-Strike tpdate: 22 polmml pnsoners in Bophuthatswana are on hunger-stnke
Johannes "Bushy® Molefe (30), has been fasting since. the 23rd September Most of
the hungerastrlkero have been hosprtahsed in the Bophelong and Thusong hospitals.

= poliﬁcat prrsonerc he!d in ’(he St Albans Pnson in Por; Elrzabeth embarked on a

hunger-strike on the 8th November fo demand their unconditional rolease. Their
applications for indemnity have reportedly been tumed down,. it was also reported that
an unknown number of prisoners, whase applications for mdemnhy had also been
tumed down, joined the 8 on the 9th November.

e

It was reportad that approximately 8 pelitical prisoners held in the J.C. Steyn Pnson

in Kirkwood,  Eastern Cape, .embarked on- a hunger stike to demand their
unconditional release. At the time of publication, more detarls about the hunger-stnke
were not available, - .

Heleases: On the 9th November, 27 political prisoners in Bophuthatswana were
released. Thlo bnng the total number of po!mcal pnsoners still held in the homeland

i

e

»:Death Row
'On the 6th November, Flrppre van: Flooyen (30) was sentenced to death :n the Louis

Trichardt Circuit Court after being found guilty of murdering Naina Ndou on June 14.

‘At the time of the incident, Mr van Rooyen was doing a two month army ¢amp. This
‘brings the total number of people on Death Fow to. 337. 17 of whom, are.considered
‘by the HRC to be there for polmcally related reasons .

 REPRESSION OF GATHERINGS e

A Triarch protesting the implemeriation of Value Added Tax m Messma was.declared

illegal in terms of municipal by-laws.



i:— HIT SQUAD ACTIONS

During this period we recorded 3 deaths resulting from Hit Squad actions.

AREA DEATHS INJURIES
PWV 3 i
TOTAL 3 :
PWV '
Alexandra

On the 6 November, Mr Jama Makhosi, a well-known member of the local ANC
branch, the loczl SACP branch and the Alexandra Civic Association, and Mr
Fihtokwakhe Nxumalo, a relative of the chairperson of the local inkatha branch,

" were killed when an unknown gunman opened fire on them outside the local ANC
offices. An ANC official for Alexandra, Mr Obed Bapela, specu_lated that Mr
Nxumalo was not targetted, but had been caught in the crossfire.

East Rand-Thokoza )
On the 5 November, Ms Phumzile Mbatha, an ANC activist and COSATU worker
was killed while returnirig from an aniti-VAT protest rally.

RIGHT WING ACTIONS

During this pericd we recorded injuries resutting from right wing activity.

REGION KILLED INJURED

E.Cape - 2

TOTAL - 2
EASTERN CAPE

Port Elizabeth-Uitenhage )
On the 7th November two men aliegedly beat 3 street children, a 13-year-old girl
and two boys aged 14 and 18, with a pick handle. |t was alleged that ‘the men
assaulted the children while they were sleeping in the streets. The children were
found unconscious by the police, who took them to hospital. One of the

children is suspected to have brain damage as a result of the assault. The

men were arrested on charges of attempted murder.

UNCERTAIN ACTIONS |
b s e e e marmeaa )

During this period we recorded 70 deaths and 182 injuries resulting from uncertain
actions. .

APEA DEATHS INJURIES
" N. Transvaal - 8
OFs 70 184
TOTAL 70 192
‘NORTHERN TRANSVAAL

‘Warmbaths

‘Eight people were injured when a mini-bus was shot at from a yellow Nissan
Skyline on the old Warmbaths/Nylistroom road on the 9 November, The shots were
fired when the yellow vehicle was overtaking the mini-bus,

‘OFS ook
‘Welkom
:During the week 70 people died and 184 were injured in clashes on the President

Steyn mine. The violence broke out on the evening of the 2 November, when 16

-miners were killed. On the & November 25 miners were killed while asleep in the

hostel. On the evening of the 10 November a further 26 miners were killed, - Police

-found the bodies of 3 miners during the week. It was reported that "mysterious”

men started the fighting which then became a corflict between Sotho and Xhosa

' speaking miners. There were allegations that the mine security sided with the

' Sotho's, most of whom left the mine after the first clash and that the massecre on
:the 8 November was an attack on the remaining Sothos by the Xhosas. The
National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) have blamed a “third force” because some

of miners killed were not from that particular mine or from other OFS mines. Mine
management has reported that the violence was started by anti-VAT strikers
clashing with the miners who were reporting for work on the 3 November.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

- Residents of Messina in the Northem iransvaal plan to embark on a consumer

boycott next week, following the fajlure of the Transvaal Provincial Administration,
the Messina Town COuncil to respond to @ memorandum sent to them by the

" Messina Civic Association six months ago. The memorandum demanded, inter alia,

the scrapping of all municipat by-laws that restrict free political activity in the area.
Now residents are demanding the resignation of all locai authority commitiee

" members and the chief executive officer of Nancefield township,
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