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Welcome to the first mailing of Southern Africa !

We hope this publication will become a useful tool in education about
southern Africa issues.

Our goal is to provide:

-- a news service, with clippings that might not appear in every
newspaper;

-- a format for the exchange of information and ideas;

-- a bulletin board to list new resources and announce upcoming
events;

-- a means of linking persons who are concerned about the region---
to form a network of activists who are willing to do
advocacy at key points;

-- a way of “"personalizing” the struggle for freedom and justice in
southern Africa so that news reports are not simply
information or statistics. We hope to let the voices of
Africans be heard, so that the suffering, the struggle, the
strength, and the dignity of the people become real for us.

In the next months we will return again and again to certain
themes: negotiations, education, violence, housing shortages, land
distribution, women's issues, unemployment. As we follow develop-
ments in these areas, I believe we will see the inter-relatedness of
the countries, and the problems, of the region.

For example, ten years into independence, Zimbabwe is still
struggling with inequities of land distribution, a question that must
be addressed in the near future by Namibia and South Africa as well.

Some of us know more about one country than another, for
example, Namibia, as compared with Angola. Some on the membership
list are southern Africa experts....others are just beginning to
discover the issues in that region. I hope we can learn together,
from each other and especially from the people of southern Africa.
Please share information, opinions, reactions, suggestions.

With world attention focused on other, very real crises, our
goal is to remain in solidarity with our friends in southern Africa,
so that their struggle may not be forgotten.

Again, welcome to our new network. We're grateful for your
support and concern!




2 BLACK FACTIONS
IN SOUTH AFRICA
WILL END RIVALRY

A BREAKTHROUGH ACCORD

Mandela and Zulu Chief Meet
and Agree to Turn Energy
to Fighting Apartheid

By CHRISTOPHER 5. WREN
Byt il i Thor Bl Yok Tomees

DURBAN, South Africa, Jan. 1§ —
South Alrica’s two largest black politl-
cal ‘movements agreed lonight o sel
aside their differences and put an end
to @ bitter rivalry that has cost thou-
sands of lives.

The accord between the Alrican Na-
tional Congress and rival Inkatha
Freedom Party, a breakthrough for
black unsty against apartheid, followed
the lirst meeting in nearly three dec-
ades between Nelson Mandela, the Con-
gress's deputy president, and Chief
Mangosutha Gaisha Buthelezi, Inka-
tha's president.

Aler months of procrastination and
FecTi Lion, the 1wd leaders met 10-
day with their executive committees in
8 luxury downtown hotel here to dis-
cuss ending the factional violence.

Appeal for Telerance

The African Manonal Congress and
Inkatha both say they actively opposs
apartherd but they differ over the
strategies for eliminating it. Chiel Bu-
thelens has criticized the Congresa’s
reliance on economic sanctions and
armed struggle againal aparthesd and
he advocaies a market economy, op-
Jposing nationalizaton measures s

by the Congress. The two or-
granizatons sphit in 1979 a1 & meeting of
their leaders in London.

Death Toll in Vielence

Facuonal fighting n live years
ago in Maral province between mem-
bers of Inkatha and supporters of the
United Democratic Froni, a surrogaie
for the then-banned African National
Congress. By local estimates, 4,000

have been killed in Natal in the last
ew years. Another 1,000 died since the
hastilitees erupted around Johannes-
burg last July, though the two ergani-
matwons today sald the death ioll had!
been much higher.

The lighting has invalved wictims of |
poverty and discriminaton on bothi
sides. Mr. Mandela today said the,
blame for violence musi ul ately be.
lawd “"at the door of the apan
gime which has created conditions of
such squalor and degradation among
our people.”™
It was unceriam how quickly sup-

In addition to appealing to their
members Lo stop fighting, the Congress
and Inkatha declared that both politi-
cal organizations had the right Lo exist
independently. They called for mutual
tolerance and sald coercion, intimida-
tion and vilification by their supporters
should stop.

They [urther pledged (o monlior
violations of the peace accord and Lo
see that the police act impartially. And
they announced that Mr. Mandela and
Chiel Buthelezi together would tour all
areas affected by the viclence.

“1f we are to fullill the true purpose
of pur get-together, there must be no
victors or losers as between the A.N.C.
and Inkatha,” Mr. Mandela said this
momipg. “'Only our people must be the
victors, and the only losers should be
those whose racial policles ars served
by carnage among blacks.”

Recognitlon for Inkaths

For the Alrican National Congress,
the meeting offered the oppartunity 1o
ellminate & major cbatacle to its at-
tempt to forge & united fronl against
|white minority rule. For Inkatha, it
amounted 1o recognition by the Con-
gress of Its legitimacy as a kindred
ant-apartheld organization. .
It i3 not clear whether the agreement
will have any eflect on the negotiations
with the white minority Government of
President F. W. de Klerk over the fu-
ture of South Africa because Chiel Bu- i
ihelezi has always said he | willing 1o |
take part in such talks. The Inkatha
leader also said that he would work
with the Congress to end the wvinlence
st 1hat be would pot necessanly be an
A NC ally in all matters

Mandela and
Buthelezi pledge
to work to end
the killing.

porters would honor the call to end the |
violence, which has been perpetuated |
by revenge, criminality and competi-
tion for turl. A similar appeal by Mr.
Mandela 11 months ago in Durban was
widely ignored. Chiel Butheleri, who!
has made similar appeals, said it was
simplistic to think the violence could be
ended at a stroke,

Al news conference afer the meet-
ing. Mr. Mandela acknowledged that
considerable differences separated the

j Congress and Inkatha. |

‘Breakthrough’ 1s Claimed

Y Maturally, cannol expect that
- we would be able to reach agreement
'on all the issues that kept us divided,”
IMr. Mandela said. But, he added, “in!
this discussion, we have reached .I
! preakthrough.™

! Mr. Mandela, who was freed from
prison Feb. 1], consented in March 1o
appear with Chiel Buthelezi at a peace
rally in Matal but backed out. For
months  therealter, Mr. Mandela
dodged any poteniial encounter with
Chiel Butheler

Alter violence around Johannesburg
rose, the Congress resolved to meet
with Inkatha and announced on Oct 22
that a meeting would take place,
though il Qsd not happen lor more than
three months.

For all .their past acrimony, Mr.
Mandela and Chiel Buthelezi, who
knew each other back through tbull
1950°s, displayed mutual cordiality o
day. embraced warmly outside
the Royal Hotel and smiled broadly as

walked into the conlerence room.

“Right at the cutset we want 1o make
one thing crystal clear,” Mr. Mandela
said in an opening speech. “We have
not come here (o Imlﬂﬂ blame for
the [act that it has 30 long before
Wwe mana to sit around a table of
peace recanciliathon

“MNor do we think that it would bene-
fit the cause of peace il we spent our
Lme in this meeling pointing fingers to
Identily those responsible for the terri-
ble carnage which has left 30 many
thousands of our le dead and)
wounded,” Mr. M Ia sald. He went
on to thank Chief Buthelezi for having
! wigrked for his release Irom prison.

Buthelezl Attacks Rivals

Chiel Buthelezl, in his speech, rata-
logued the allronts that he accused the
ey vt iy
him persanally, 53 ¥ at
mﬂﬂuvhl’nxe,

“We all know that the reason why we
have mot metl with the Deputy Presi-
dent of the AN.C, Dr. Mindela, Is be-
cause some people in the ALN.C. think
this would amount to him contaminat-
ing himsell with me.”

Chiel Buthelezi emphasied that dif-
ferences still dl-':'ﬂni’:-dh tm::u and the
Congress. He said Inkatha qposed the
Congress's call for the election of a
constituent assembly 1o dnift & new

1
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non-racial consiiution and for an n-
terim Government 1o overses the na-
lion’s (ransition to majoriy rule.

Such a position, Chief Buthelezi sawd,
would leave “no room for negotation’
and could lead to new violence.

Chiel Buthelezi earler described his
vision of the two organizations’ future
relationship.

*1 will seek common cause with Mr,
F. W. de Kierk, the National Party and
the Government wherever that com-
mon cause is justified”™ the Inkaiha
leader said. ~'1 will seek common cause
with the A.N.C. wherever ummm
cause i3 justified. Inkatha has a :hl:a
cal mind of its own and i will
allies on the basis of the lssues being
fought."

Black South Africa's Moment

Two proud black leaders, one a radical and the
other a conservative, met in South Alfrica on Tues-

declare that there should be no viclors or losers:

day and called for an end to the murderous clashes
between their followers. Nelson Mandela was at his
generous best; his rival, Chiel Mangosuthu Gatsha
Buthelezi, grudgingly sought to score political
points. Yet their meeting, the lirst in nearly three
decades, may well turn out to be a defining moment
in South African history.

In the last five years, at least 5,000 blacks have
perished In township riots between supporters of
Mr. Mandela's African National Congress and Chiel
Buthelezi's Inkatha Freedom Party. Black disunity
has caused rejoicing among die-hard supremacists
opposed Lo ending apartheid through negotiations
with President F. W. de Klerk. Even so, Mr. Mande-
la's allies have resisted any meeting that might
enhance Chief Buthelezi's claim for an equal seat at
the bargaining table.

Wisely, Mr, Mandela decided otherwise. In
their meeting in Durban, both leaders promised to
tour townships ravaged by violence, to monitor the
peace accord and to assure that police are not
fomenting trouble. But Mr. Mandela went on Lo

*Omly our people must be the victors, and the only
losers should be those whose racist policies are
served by the carnage among blacks."™

For his part, Chief Buthelerd rehearsed his
many grievances with the Alrican Mational Con-
gress, charging that its violence had been directed
against him personally. He scraiched the wound
that both men vowed (o heal, Nevertheless, however
prickly the chief, denying him a place at the table
would mock the A N.C."s call for a genuine multira-
clal democracy. It is hard o see how there can be
any democratic system that ignores Inkatha and its
predominantly Zulu following

Ending the cycle of violence will take more
than words. Once before, a year ago, Mr. Mandela
pleaded with his supporters to throw down their
weapons; he was Ignored. But having come 1o his
rival’s stronghold in Natal Province, and having
joined with him in a fresh appeal, Mr. Mandela has
reconflirmed his own stature without diminishing
that of Chief Buthelezi. If their appeal for tolerance
succeeds, South Africans of every race will be the
viclors. y
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Reform Called
[ncomplete in
South Africa

No Action Planned Soon
On Key Black Demands

By Dawnd B. Ottavay

Wy gtim Fost g Sarren
JOHANNESBURG, Feb. 10—Despite
President Frederik W. de Hlerk's recent
announcement that several basic apartheid
faws will soon be repealed. government
leaders have made clear that virtually no
fundamental changes giving blacks a role in

These groups say the reforms amount Lo
an attempt by whites to keep South Africa
safe for continued segregation and white
privilege in new guises. and could heighten
frustration among blacks. ;

De Hlerk made his announcement in
Parfament on Feb. 1, saying legshation
would be introduced to scrap the Land Acts
of 1913 and 1936, which reserve 37 per-
cent of the country's land for the white
munocity, 25 weil as the 1984 Black Com-
munities Act, which enforces ngid segre-

gation.

He also said the Popuolation Registratson
Act, which separates all South Africans
inte racial groups for fving, woting and
identificanon  purposes, woubd be elmi-
nated.

The Umnited States and the European
Community welcomed de Klerk's an-
nouncement, and some governments indi-
cated that sanctions imposed o procest
apartheid could now be fifted. The Afrcan
MNanonal Congress, South Africa’s largest

=black nationalist group. saud the re-

-'I'.lﬂ'l-'l.l- would have little impact on

Targed foceign governments not o

hasty” in ending sanctions.
‘= Ewer since de Klerk's announce-
Znent, Pretoria's new buzzword in
“Miscussing the reforms has been
—scommunity rights,” But the min-
water of constiutional development,
=Cerrit Vilioen, admutted last week
=n a bnefing that “there 3a't really
=much difference” berween “commu-
ey ngnts” and “minanty nghts,” a
-cnru:eut blacks regard as a euphe-
-ll'ld!l.'ﬂ inf mamienance IJI while =
eges.

m-umuqm

-'lbe duly lives of blacks here and

Ald Mo, Femmgam 1L, 1991
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South African Reforms Unlikely

= The munisters aiso sad no
~hanges will be made durng the
“atenm penod in the government's
=own-aifairs™ policy, in which
=vhites, [ndians and mixed-race Col-
™ireds run separate education,
yeaith and other services.

== The only hint that some radical
ﬂmnmm:mrmuu:mrfu-
=ture, at least at the local level, came
~rom Planning and Provincial Al
lairs Minister Herus Krel, He said
~ormation of a single municipal
souncil and voting for its members
=n a common voters' roll that in-
Shudes blacks would be possible
mow—il neighboring black and
Swhite town councils agreed to such
==teps in negoliations.

Yiljoen, however, seemed op-
“posed to such voung, saying the
issue of giving blacks the vote was
*2 basic and fundamental matter of
i new constitution™ that could not
be negotiated “in a piecemeal, in-
terim, transitional way.”

Viljoen sand the Land Acts of
1913 and 1936 wll be repealed in
the current session of Parfiament,
but he did not indicate what would
replace these laws or suggest any
massive restitution of land to its
original owmers.

He aiso acknowledged that “much
more” wad necessary than just the
repeal of the two acts to ensure
that all South Africans have equal
access to land and that existing pri-
vate property and ttle rights are
protected.

However, according to  Kriel,
there are “no plans underway” to
provide compensation for land and
property forcibly taken from black
individuals and tribes by the gov-
ernment. He also dismissed “so-
called aifirmative action™ as a failed
approach o correcting  socmal
wrongs in Western countries that
would not be adopted here.

About the best non-whites could
hope for, at least thase with suffi-
cient money, was access to loans
from the Land Bank to enable them
to buy farms and plots of land just
like whites do now, according to
Kriel and other ministers.

While de Klerk also announced
that the Group Areas Act ol 1966
will be scrapped. he left unclear just

" what would happen afterward to

promote integration, if anything.

According to Kriel. the integra-
ticn of segregated neighborhoods
would be left to "market forces” to
resolve over time. “We're not gong
o try and force through some gim-
mick that neighborhoods go black
or go white,” snd Kriel.

He acknowledged that the repeal
of this act would do little to resolve
the housing problem for blacks "be-
cause the majonty of black people
in thes country do not form part of
the higher-incoms group™ wath
maney to buy homes in white areas.

“We will have to live with infor-
mal housing for a long, long tme to
come,” he sad, “We haven't got the
money. [t s just not possible 1o pro-
wide formal housing for everybody
1A thas country ot ours.”™

to Satisty Blacks

The government, he said, intends
to allow each community to set its
own “standards and norma”™ short of
discnminating on the basis of color,
race or creed. Kriel said thess
would include regulaning such
things as housing density. health
regulations and animal ownership,

The only piece of proposed new
legislation dealing specifically with
racial discnimination—which was
not mentioned by any of the min-
isters—s the General Law Amend-
ment Bill. Presas reports say it pro-
hubits any discrimination on the ba-
sia of race or class in any land ar
property transactions.

The biggest surprise in de
Klerk's announcement was that the
Population Registration Act of
1950—which separates all South
Africans into* four major racial
groups at birth, affecting wirtually
all aspects of [ife—would be re-
pealed. But it will be replaced by
“tempocary (ransitional measures”
keeping the present tricameral Par-
liament in place and assaring that
any by-electzons will still be on the
basis of separate voters' rolls.

Ministers also made clear that as
long as the apartheid Parliament
remains in place, there i3 unbkely 1o
be any progress toward establishing
1 single national education system,
a chief demand of blacks.

“The [education| system as we
kmdupﬂr:uﬂuuﬁuﬂhﬂ
constitutton,” Minister of National
Education Lows Pienaar told re-
porters, “If you want to change
that, you need to change the con-
stitution.”

Similacly, Minister of Law and
Order Adriaan Viok quashed expec-
tations of fundamental changes in
the [nternal Security Act, motably
its Section 29 which allows the po-
lice to detain people for unlimited
time without trial Viok 3aid this
was needed o combat “terrorsm”
from both white and black extrem-
ists opposed to the reform process.

Saying that the police had solved
90 percent of white night-wing ter-
rofist cases. he said this would not
have been possible “if we were not
able to use Section 29 to detain
people and question them unal they
give satisfactory replies to our
questions.”

Keep sanctions,

U.N. panel urges

UNITED NATIONS — The Unit-
ed Nations' anti-apartheid com-
mittee has urged the European
Community and all nations to keep
economic sanctions on South Afri-
ca until it adopts a new constitu-

tion.

On Monday, European Commu-
o nity foreign ministers said they
pl:nned to scrap sanctions as soon
r~ as South Africa's government for-
1 mally asks Parliament to repeal
t% key apartheid laws.
The U.N. Special Committee
-1 Against Apartheid said yesterday
\» that the EC's plans were prema-
Q'C_-' ture. Committee chairman, Nigeri-
an Ambassador Ibrahim A. Gam-
= bari, said sanctions should be
"> maintained to keep bargaining
= pressure on Pretoria until the na-
<. tion adopts a constitution that
guarantees racial equality,



Saturday, February 9, 1991

THE DENVER PCST

Mandela warns of unrest if sanctions lifted

By David B. Ottaway conlerence, Monday, when its 12 foreign minis- E:qu by deciding to lift their
Tha Washngion Post Mandela said lers announced that their govern- economic sanclions.
JOHANNESBURG, South Africa he was sure ments would lift sanctions once You can expect that mass ac-
— African National Congress lead- President the takes effect. Bush has tion in this country is going (o be
er Nelson Mandela threatened yes- Bush would be  so far [ollowed “very correct pro-  the order of the day and that the
terday to unleash a new wave of “keen” lo con- cedures” in dealing with the ANC, situation in the country is going to
“mass action” aimed at making sult with the even briefing him by telephone on  be so unstable that no wise busi
new investment in South Africa ANC h[ﬂ: de Klerk's visit rﬂguunm last nessman is going to
+ impossible if the United States and taking amy Surtﬂ::ber.lht leader said. in this country,” be warned.
European nations Lift their sanc- cision on eas- I belleve that Mr. Bush will be The term “mass action™ refers
thons. Ing sanctions keen lo consult with us as to how to the current ANC campalgn to
It was the [irst time the ANC in response to  be should respond (o the address of press for its reform demands
has hinted at using such lactlcs President Mr. de Klerk™ Mandela said. through street demonstrations,
against foreign companies. Man- F.W. de Mandela said Evropean govern- mass rallies, boycolts and other
‘dela’s threat suggests his organiza- Klerk's announcement a week ago ments made “a very serious mis- forms of protest. The government
tion has become angry and (rus- ask Pariiament to re- take" and “error of judgment” in bas denounced the campaign as
trated by the recently announced basic apartheid laws. announcing their decision before contrary to the ANC's commit-
plans of many wesiern governo- sald he had “no doubt™ consulting with the ANC. He ac- ment to end its armed struggle and
ments to ease or end sanciions. Bush would not proceed the same cused them of wanting South Afri- eater peaceful negotiations for a
Speaking to reporters at a pres Community did ca “to be turned upside down" with pew constitution.
k ‘Manifesto’ praised
says keep i e
-- ' . De Klerk's reform stinn| or Al-
™ Hn'ﬂ!tl! eould be reversed “.m“d.'“ rica,” which was released at the
Sanctlons .- “Westill have no votes. Wecan't | ed The dismantling of apartheid | tme of his speech. The document
members of parliament. The | will become “irreversible” oaly| GoBtains a long list of basic values
state organs are still dominated by | when “we ourselves cootrol the| 80d ples intended to form
DCKJC]‘]( whites. The police are still harass- | process,” he said the for a new non-racial,
) pianseen recaling. even killing, our | . put in a formal statement react- democratic constitution #od politi-
as still only words | Xiries's 3 miton backs. | 1281 de Klerk e i o Towe| - The ANC said de Kierk's propes-
By David B. Ottaway " The ANC leader made a special | the ANC “commended™ the presi-| 413 about “the sarrowing
The ‘Waakingion Post appeal lo the Bush dent on his new reform proposals, | OF the between the posi-
JOHANNESBURG — The Afri- | [nd Comgress, saying that “untll | De Klerk said be would soon sub- | ons” of the ruling National Party
can National Congress pleaded | Lbe reality (of apartheid) " mu?mummun:lhund and the ANC.
with the world community yester- sanctions imposed by the 1986 |  Acts of 1913 and 1936, which have But the black nationalist organi-
day “not to be hasty” in lifting | COmprehensive Anti-Apartheid | reserved 87 of all land for | zation added that it was “ironic™
anctions against South Afrjea | ACt “must be maintained in spite | whites; the Group Areas Act of | that de Klerk still rejected the
even as it praised President F.W, | ©f What Mr. de Klerk has said ” 1966, which enforces gated | -ANC's call for an elected constitu-
e Klerk's pledge Friday to scrap and living and the ent assembly and interim govern-
three of the main legislative pil- tion Registration Act of 1950, ment, za this amounted to an
lars of apartheid. which classifies people by race. h‘m“?l.chmhl:. “a minority re-
i “Whatever changes have been jgene, w Do legitimacy in
Brought about, or the Denvar Fost Lhe eyes of the majority of our peo-
Intends bringing about, the reality ple, presides over the transition to
48 that apartheid is still in force, 4-e-9/ Sempotacy.
ANC leader Nelson Mandela told a
news conference in Johannesburg.

ANC names violent police it wants removed

Nelson Mandela talks to Patrick Laurence
about the next moves towards black freedom

HE African National Can-
gress has given President
De Klerk a list ol police
oflicers it belicves have orches-
trated vinlence In the town-
ships and demanded their
removal, (e ARC deputy presi-
dent, Nelson Mandela, told the
Guardian,
| have said to him "Thesc are
the officers who are regarded
by the community as respon-

remove them and put in police

officials who can work with the
people and put an end to what
is going on,”™" Mr Mandela said.
But, he added on the eve of a
critical week which will see the
opening of parliament in Cape
Town and a protest march
through nearby sireets, Mr De
Klerk had “not been able to do

Looking remarkably fit and
relaxed for his age, Mr Man-
sible for the violenwe. Please | dela, aged 72, added of Presl-
dent De Klerk: “He has dilficul-

ties because they continue to
behave with arrogance and
they continue to do
which are unacceptable.”

The listed officers, Mr Man-
dela charged, raided AMC of-
fices, tore up ANC enrolment
forms, connived with “vigilan-
tes on the rampage”, and cre-
ated serious difficulties for the
ANC.

“The people are asking us:
*“What Is the point of continulng
1o negotiate with a government
which is killing our people?
You are talking peace but they
are conducting war against us.’

“It Is quite clear that there
are Influential elements in the

things
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establishment which want to
cripple the ANC. It is also quite
clear that the government
would like to negotiate with a
weak ANC.”

Mr Mandela, however, left no
doubt about the ANC's commit-
ment to negotations, saying:
"We have taken the correct step
in pressurising the government
to agree to negotiate.

“Cur position
should ensure the success of
these negotiations and [ think
we carry the support of our
membership.”

Mr Mandela emphatically
rejected the government’s con-
tention that mass action precip-
itated violence and was in con-

activities.”

Is that weo

travention of
commilments to suspond ils
armed struggle "and related

ANC

Declaring that the ANC had
made its position clear to the
governmont when it agreed o
suspend [ts gucrrilla war, Mr
Mandela said: “Until there are
ellective mechanisms whaich
allow people 'n express their
gricvances and put forward
their demands, we cannul ac
cept their demand that there
should be no mass action.”

Pausing for a moment to
allow his words to sink in, he
added: “We have no vote. The
only way in which he can focus
attention on our grievances,
1 after we have fatled to convinoe

the government through per-
suasion and argument. 15 (o g0

into the streels and

demisin

strate. We are going to do thae.™



Land Act Repeal to Mark

South African Watershed
Blacks Seek Ways to Return to Farming

By Allister Sparks
Specid o The Wisterpion o

JOHANNESBURG — Early m
1991, President Fredenk W. de
Klerk 1s expected to announce the
scrappng of one of the oldest and
most fundamental of South Afnca’s
aparthend laws—the Land Act, first
passed in 1913, which prohibits
blacks from owning land outside the
13 percent of the country demar-
cated as tribal reserve or “home-

EEE :
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two centuries ago, and scrapping
the law will enable them to re-es-
tl;:hsh themselves as farmers. As

¥ see it. their stolen birthright
must be gven back. Little attention
is paid to how this redistribution is

document,
states that “the land shall be shared
among those who work it.” [n al-
most Biblical terms, it goes ou to
deciare that the “restriction of land
ownerstup on a racial baus shall be
ended. and all the land redivided
among thase who work it, to bamusn
farmine and land hunger.*

The more radical Pan-Afncamist
Congress says it will natonalize all
land and resettle “the people”
meaning blacks, on it. There 18 no
talkk of compensation.

White farmers say they will re-
sist. Some talk of Aghting another
Boer War—imn which the
Afrikaners, or Boers, descendants
of the Dutch colonists, fought and
Jost to the Brtish in South African
1899-1902—if there is an attempt
to force them off their land. Andries
P. Treurnmicht's far-rightist Conser-
vative Party, which has the bulk of
support among white farmers, says
it has extenmive plans to oppose the
scrapping of the act. While not dis-
closing any details on what it plans,
Dries Bruwer, the party's spokes-
man on agnculture, says de Klerk 15
in for a shock. “The future of any
country is built on land. Wars have
started over land.” he said darklv.

The government, seeking a mud-
dle way, 15 relying on the [ree mar-
ket to resolve the land problem, and
its tight spot. The official line for
this and other problems brought on
by reform 15: Remove the legal re-

change in the law would not auto-
matically alter the lopsided state of
land ownership.,

Aninka Claassens, a land specul-
st at Wirwatersrand University's
Center [or Applied Legal Studies,
wormes that ot mught even make
things worse. She points out that
the present imbalance 15 not just a
matter of the ruling minonty—5
milbon whites—holding 87 percent
of the land and the maponty—28
million blacks—13 percent, but also
that the blacks do not even own the
13 percent allocated to them.

THE WasumeTrs Post
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It is nearty all heid in trust for
them by the white government and
its tribal homeland administrations.
Although this land is- occupied by
millions of black families and com-
murnities who have rights to partic-
ular parcels of it by grants, certif-
icates of occupation, purchase or
mhentance, these nghts are not
registered on the title deeds, Claas-
s&n3 noles,

“That means i it is umply opened
up to the free market, many blacks
who have owned and occupied land
for generabons may find it sold
from under them by the nommal
owners,” Claassens warned.

“The perception
that blacks can't
Jfarm and that
people can’t make a
living on small
pieces of land in
South Africa is a
fallacy. ... Black
farmers have shown
that they can farm

as well as whites.”
— Johan Kruger of Development Bank

But whatever the government’s

present intentions, South Afnca is
in pohitical transition, which sooner
or later will bring n a black govern-
ment that almost certainly will set
about redistnbuting at least some
land. Both sides of the political di-
vide are studying how this can be
done without wrecking the agncul-
tural production of one of the few
m;;rmm: i Africa able to feed -
sell.

Most white farmers say it is im-
possible, citing as testament the
impoverished communal granng
lands in the homelands, scrub cat-
tle, the few patches of corn and sor-
ghum growing among the thorn
trees.

P rGevo—
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But a handful of agricultural
economists working for the Devel-
opment Bank, a semi-governmental
agency, disagree. Five years ago,
the bank began financing a number
of agricultural support programs in
the homelands that involve giving a
package of aid—seed, fertilizer, a
few implements, basic advice—to
black subsistence farmers at a cost
of $150 each.

According to the bank’s general
manager, Johan Kruger, these have
been “guite remarkably successful.”
They have significantly upgraded
the production of about 25,000 of
these smallholders, greatly improv-
ﬂ their ability to feed their fam-

“The perception that blacks can't
farm and that people can't make a
living on small pieces of land in
South Afnica is a fiﬂﬂ.'r,' Kmnr
siid. "Provided they have the nec-
essary support services and infra-
structure, black farmers have
shown that they can farm as well as
whites.”
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Potchefstroom Journal

As Apartheid Fades, Uprooted Try to Go Home

By CHRISTOPHER 5. WREN

Specialin The New Yort Times

POTCHEFSTROOM, South Africa,
Jan. 1 — The graves, neatly piled with
red stones pulled from the stony veld,
offer proof that the Barolong tribes-
men lived at this place they called
Matloang until 1971, when the Gov-
ermment evicted them in the name of
aparthejd.

| The Barolong people, who are of
ethnic Tswana origin, have been al-
lowed (0 return for a few days every

| ¥year to tend their ancestral graves,
pulling up weeds and sweeping away
the windblown dirt.

“This is the land of our forefa-
thers," said Ezekiel Kobedi, a &5-
year-old retired plumber whose [a-
ther and gr ather are buried
under the mounds of red rock.

But this year, a clerical error by
the Potchefstroom town clerk's office

Dec. 22, 1990, and leave on Dec. 28,
1991.
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Taken by Force’
“It's our birthplace™

force by apartheid.” |
Mr. Seroalo, who is 75 vears old, re-
called how on Aug. 1, 1971, 184 fami-
lies were forcibly removed from the
rolling pastures that the tribe had oc-
cupied for as long as its people could
remember. Each family was paid
| compensation of 1350 rand, now
warth §7.30.

Losses and theft reduced the com-
munity’s cattle from 250 to 70 head
“COur houses were destroved and
::ﬂlwd. all of them,” Mr. Seroalo

The land, a dozen miles outside Pot-

:
:

| =rsuse it graze cattie
As the Barolong people tell it, when

chefstroom, was designated by the
Government for whites, yet it was
never resettled and now local farm-

“It's our birthplace," said Ishmael Seroalo, right, a leader of the Baro-
long tribe, whose land near Potchefstroom, South Africa, was appropri-
ated in 1971 in the name of apartheid. He, [srael Motsamai, left, and
others were arrested for trespassing when they visited old graves.

them off the land where they
born, fencing off their land and clos-
ing the school. On Aug. 1, 1971

wesi and dumped at Rooigrond in the
nominally independent Tswana
homeland of Bophuthatswana.

The desire to return is rooted in the
need [0 survive as much as by ties o
ancestral land.

“We cannot stay in the township
where we have (o pay rent and the
cost of living is high,” Mr. Seroalo
said. His friend Israel Motsamai, 73,
said that at his age he could not afford
the stress and expense of urban life.

“It is better 1o come here and stay
“ln:’_liu out of wwn,” Mr. Motsamai

Koos Kwena, 52, was laid off from a
job putting up fences for a concern in
Potchefstroom. He was born here, he
said, and his father and mother were
buried here.

“We could survive if we were left
alone,” Mr. Kwena said wistfully.

T Mew Viors Tomen
About 80 Barolong people re-
turned to ancestral lands at Pot-
chefstroom after a clencal error
raised hopes for resettlement.

"We would have cattle again and we
could stll survive, "’

James Sutherfand, a Johannesburg
lawyer who has taken on the case of
the Barolong people, said the land
was psychologically important 1o
those who had been dispossessed.

“You'll flind that people live and
work in the town but they'll visit their
ancestral homes," Mr. Sutheriand
said

Others supporters of the Barolong
people include the South African
Council of Churches, which wants
President de Klerk's repeal of the
Land Acts to open the way for the re-
turn of those removed (rom their
homes on racial grounds.

‘Robbed of the Land*

“People wers robbed of the land
and it is coming clear that they must
get justice.” said Charles Ndabeni, a
Council of Churches worker. Mr.
MNdabeni, who is helping the Barolong
people, said their plight was central
to the repeal of the Land Acts be-
cause they were victims.

"We feel very strongly that if the
government of the day is commitied
o doing away with apartheid and

the land policy, our argu-
mﬂul these mpmplt :;l'm:um:!rsr'\_L
main forever and ever on their land,"”
Mr. Ndaberni said.

While the repeal of discriminatory
land legisiation will make more land
available to blacks, the Barolong pec-
ple could be penalized anew il the
land they once occupied were 0 be
s0ld to the highest bidder.

“We feel that because there are
changes, we want those changes (o
find us on our land agmn.™ Mr.
Seroalo said

J_“



Former exiles find hard times in Namibia

Rocky Mountain News Mon,, Jan. 28, 1991

. boek for a graduation ceremony.
Little work to do, NAMIBIA: Af a glance A being presented with ther
job prospects poor TheLand: Namibia i3 317.818 | joma,coe stood up, “We haok you

square miles — slightly more for welcoming us home,”
for ex-combatants than half the size of Alsska— |  *Now give us jobs.” .
| and is located on the Atlantic These have not been forthcom-
By lonathan Kaplan .| coast of southern Africa. It's uhwmqm
Londaw Olbserver Sermcs | bordered by Bostwana, guaraniess pre-independence

MWANZI, Namibia — In the L climate is desert, the terrain while low academic standards
Caprivi region of northern Namib- mostly high plateau. Natural among the returnees mean that
@, one doesn’t expect to be ad- resourcea: copper, they require further training.
ok Richard Sikbeles, 27, who e | g b e
lives in Mwari village on the Thpuﬂ:ﬁdﬁﬁJmmm trating. Despite international in-
Cuando River, speaks it flueatly, e, of whom 86% are black, | vestment in Namibia since inde-
along with German, English and white and 6% mixed. About pendence, the economy is failing
mhh‘:‘m » b Ry s e 121 the blacks to the to expand fast enough to meet
ago, fleeing north into Angola to | Ovambotribe. White Namibians are mostly Christian, anc noe- e el DA

SWM%I he to be whites are Christian or have tribal beliefs. Afrikaans is principal i te m‘l"‘hf
ﬁxnm&hhmn: language., The literacy rate is 100% for whites and 16% for non- huﬂf“' _W ]
Instead, he was sent to = . . : _ml static, with little

. The government: Sam Nujoma has been president since Feb. 16, wranum A d -
ﬁw‘t’hen_hu“fnmnj. 1990, Windhoek is the capital the country has 26 local districts. m:d:te likelihood of an in-

cist. The sconomy: Mining accounts for more than 40% aof the grosa ““nw 'M"Hnmmmmml projects

He considers himself fortunate national ture and fisheries, 10% to 15%; and such as a scheme for large-scale
not to have been a fighter, “The | manufacturing about 5%, Namibia is the fourth-largest exporter of in eastern Caprivi,
war was terrible. | saw some | non-fuel minerals in Africa and the fifth-largest of will bl doins seirs £ berone

, working two years in a wranium. Alhrvial diamond deposits are among the richest in the fact. International sugar prices are
(SWAPO) hospital in Angola. | world Namibia also produces large quantities of lead, zinc, tin, silver | L 0", 4" bobb ‘will remain 30,
Many died. Many of the boys from | and tungsten, and has making this a doubtful veature.
around here did not come back.” With

Sikabelezi has been lucky. The aver 50%, the plight of the return- .
wi. i over and be has come  iles there is Gttle to do. They pects are poor. Some ees is shared by many of Namibia's
home, now he faces an uncer-  lounge around the trading store have incorporated into the poo.
tain future. : near the old Fort Kongola police new army of Namubia, but theneed ™" "o piong in the porth of

%mliﬂ'hﬁl ﬂtﬂm and drinking beer  for a large standing army has the country, the rewards of
“There is no hospital here, can it. Reggae music gooe. pendence seem beast tangible. The
120 kdlometers (T4 miles) away in  blasts out from a speaker under For those like Silabeled, who
Katima Mulilo. They donotneeda  the trees, drowning the thumping  have acquired sidlls and hopes for oy suffered greatly dur-

there; | have asked  of the generator. a better life after independence, G0 b nrolonged liberation strug-

y father died while [ am gone, Many of them would be pre- remain ehusive, gle as their land became a war
and ong of my sisters was killed by pared to go to Windhoek, 600 after the independence 7.
the army. So [ must stay with my  miles to the south to work, but for celebrations, 100 returnees, -
mother in Mwanzi™ most of the more than 40,000 trained in Zambia in government éﬂﬁﬂtﬂmﬂ

For most returned Namibian ex-  returned exiles employment pros- gathered in Wind-

While trying to reassure the
country's professionals — most of
whom are white — that their stan-
dard of living will not decline fol-
lowing independence, the govern-
ment appears uncertain how to
repay the debt it owes to those,
such as Sikabelesi or the Ovambo

rusty South African army ration eas of Ovamboland are becoming a . Who supported it during its
tins and the aluminium tail sec- desert. mi;ﬂrlﬂm,uh

[Y]ou cannot understand the situation of suffering people in Southern
Africa if you do not understand the situation of the poor, the blacks,
and the oppressed here in the United States. . . . There can never be a
true sharing among the sisters and brothers in the one church of Jesus
Christ while some of us are sharing in the complicity of the oppressive
power structures of our societies while we are blind to the poor, the
oppressed, in our midst. 10

DR. ZEPHANIA KAMEETA, quoted 1in
Mamibia: Land of Tears.lLand of
Promise, by Roy J. Engquist.




HMAMIBIA: BATTLES WITH HOUSING SHORTAGE
by Rachel Waterhousae

WINDHOEK, Sept. 7 (IPS) -- Erika Tjendapu dug the foundaticns,
molded the bricks and is now building her own house on the
newly-born soil of independent Namibia.

Africa's last coleony, Namibia became independent from
apartheid South Africa on March 21, 1990, after 23 years of armed
struggle.

But winning independence was the first step in a long battle,
Hamibians say.

The great work of reconstruction and building the "new nation"
lies ahead and a major part of the task will be in building homes
for the people.

Under apartheid, 11 ethnic groups were segregated by law into
different "homelands™ and residential areas. 8lack Namibians were
banned from living in towns unless they had employment contracts,
while no-one ocutside town could buy property.

Although the segregated laws were relaxed slightly before
independence, there was no change in apartheid economics. The
contrast between housing availlable to whites and blacks remains
great.

Esther Dax lives in Rehoboth, southern Namibia. Her house is a
rickety shack cobbled together from flattened oil-drums and rusty
iron pieces, and stands at the back of nowheras, on a dust plain.

Dax and dozens of others were forced to move rrom better land
when the old administration built a dam and gave the land to
luxury housing for whites =- a common story in colonial Namibia.

Further south in Gibecn, local nurses say disease and high
mortality in the black township is directly related to poor
housing. Overcrowded and badly ventilated housing increases the
incidence of tuberculosis (TB), the major cause of early death in
adults.

Poor sanitation is another aspect of the housing problem.
Taxes charged by the colonial authorities rarely found their way
back as water, drainage, roads or other public service to tha
community.

Gibeon's colonial authority invested almost nothing in public
services. The communal toilets, which most pecple depend on, are
nothing more than buckets, emptied once a week when they are
already overflowing.

The bad hygiene aggravates gastroenteritis and diarrhea which,
added to malnutrition, are largely the cause of high infant
mortality in the area, at roughly 10 percent of children under
five, according to official estimates.

Severe urban over-crowding is another growing dilemma.

Community workers from Katatura, the black township just
cutside the Namibian capital of Windhoek, report that often five
to six families are sharing the same house to cut costs.

Low-cost housing is meant to be provided by the parastatal
housing corporation, Masboukor, but as Katutura residents

complain, with their wages of between 5B85-5430 a year, the 5400
deposit and monthly rent of $125 is more than they can afford.

The housing shortage has intensified with urban migration, a
population growth rate of 3.2 percent and the recent return of
more than 45,000 exiles to Namibia after independence.

Since independence, the new housing minister, Libertine
Amathila, has promoted private home ownership. Nasboukor will be
renamed the national housing enterprise and encouraged to work
"with the community.”

But after years of hostile relation, locals are skeptical of
the plan.

Namibians alsoc are wary of housing benefits to new government
ministers, enabling them to be first among blacks moving into the
former white town of Windhoek -- a place of gardens, swimming
pools, servants and micro-wave ovens.

In Katatura, residents are taking their own housing initiative
through "saamstaan® (standing together).”

Saamstaan is a credit union and building cooperative which
aims to make homes affordable to more than 500 members, 97
percent of whom are women, mostly domestic workers.

Every member is taught how to make bricks and must save
regularly to get a housing loan.

As one of the first women to learn brick-laying skills, for
Tujendapu, membership of saamstaan has meant a kind of
liberation.

She's now employed by the coop and earns $200 a month, far
more than she got as a domestic servant. "Very soon,"™ she says,
"I'll have mv own house. Like my country, I'll be independant.”

INTER PRESS SERVICE
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 7,

1990

Dateline:Namibia
AMERICA LAGS INAID

TO NAMIBIA

The international community has be-
gun marshalling resources o help
Namibiuns confront the poverty, under-
development and racial injustice that is
the endowment of apartheid colonialism.

MNamibian President Sam Nujoma Mew
e New York in June 1o meet with pos-
siblz financial donors. Namibian officials
amived with detailed proposals for 810
million in assistance over the first three
years of independence.

Partnership

The resulting pledpes. some 3360 mil-
lion in grants and loans, were welcomed
bry Narmibian Foreign Minister Theo-Ben
Gurirab as a “good first siep.” Bul East-
em Europe. Ceniral America and the
Persian Guif are putting heavy demands
on Western treasuries, and the chances of
finding additional money fur Namibia
appear slim.

Additional assistance is coming from
Christian and secular non-govemmenial
organizations in Euwrope and Nonh
America

American Episcopalians, forexample,
are providing funds 1o Anglican Namibi-
ans for the reconstruction of the Odibo
education and health care center.

US. Role

In the future, the most important con-
tributions by U.S. Christians to Namibia's
future may come in the crucial arca of
education and training.

Many of Mamibia’s church leaders,
including Anglican Bishop James
Kauluma and CCN General
Dr. Abesai Shejavali, sdied in the United
States. An extensive scholarship program
for Namibian students was developed by
the Lutheran college system. Expansion
of educational oppoerunities for
MNamibians in the United Suites over the
neal few years would be an important
fiorm of solidarity.

Many United States citizens have as-
sumed that their government. a vocal
champion of democracy around the
world, would be a leading provider of
assistance to Namibia Sadly, however,
the world’s newest nation appears 1o be
at the bottom of Washingion's prionitics.

For this critical first year of Mamibian
independence, the Bush administration
had originally budgeted just $500.000.
Concerned Congressional leaders even-
tually increased Mamibia's funding 1o
510 million. But even this amount is
scheduled to drop 1o just $7.8 million in
1991,

It is worth considering the views of
Howard Wolpe, the hemd of the Africa
Subcommitice of the US. House of
Representatives, who said of American
aid 10 Namibia:

“For us not to encourage the reform
provess there as well as throughowt Al-
rica — and see it through.” Rep. Wolpe
noted, “leads 1o the perception that we
have a rwtil double stmdord.”™
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Angola voices its
longing for peace

A YOUNG man in a red shirt scrambled
armund, rasing the arms of the children as they
marched with their blue flags and chanted:
“We wanl peace, we wanl peace.” A oweity
chorus leader shouted into 3 microphone:
“Louder, louder.” Suddenly, eight youngsters
in khaki boy scout uniforms and white glowes
pumped their arms across their chesis and
ginme-stepped down the road

The scene was a rally at | May Square in Lu-
anda, the Angofan capital, as President Jose
Eduardo Jos Santos’ Popular Movement for
the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) celebrated
its J4th anniversary with the slogan: “Peace,
National Unity and Economic Recovery,” The
rally was one of the MPLA's last as the sole
legal political . Faced with a ation
exhausted by 30 years of war and runous, cen-
trally-planned economic policies. the MPLA
has acceded to demands for a multi-party de-
mocracy. Thus one of Afirsca’s most costly wars
— one that has laid waste to a country rich in
oil and diamond reserves and cost tens of thou-
sands of lives — i nearing an end,

The final push to stop the lighting came last
week in Washington, when the US Secretary of
State, James Baker, and Eduard Shevardnad-
ze, his former Soviet counterpart, told their re-
spective clients — Mr Savimbi’s Linita rehels
and the MPLA government — that they would
no longer aid the war effort. The two sides are
scheduled to approve ceasefire proposals af
their sixth round of talks next month in Portu-
gal. The US-Sowviet plan has three aims: first, to
obtain agreement on a <caling down of the
fighting: second, to arrange for the arrival of
international obwervers; and. thind, to establixh
a multi-party system on 31 March. Only then

THE NEW YORK TIMES
THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 1991

ANGOLA SUPPORTS
PLAN TO END WAR

Slightly Amends Proposal for
Truce With Savimbi Group

By KENNETH B. NOBLE
Srriad v Thee S Voark Tomes.

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast, Jan 23 —

loday tha .lnd ed in principle
¥ that it accept

a peace plan to end the | 5-year-old civil
war aganst Unita, the United States-
backed guerrilla movement led by
Jonas Savimbi

The Angolan Mews Service aaid the
Government had accepted, with only
“slight amendments,” a plan outlined
by Portuguese, Soviet Union and
United States diplomats earfler this
month in Portugal. Leaders of the rebel
gl‘ﬂlbhl"!llﬂ previously they are in

road agreement with the plan for the
former Portugese colony.

With the US and Soviet Union
no longer taking sides, one
of Africa’s most costly and

brutal wars is nearing an end,

writes Karl Maier in Luanda

will a formal ceasefire be declared and signed,
at which time the US and Soviet Unioa will im-
plement the “zero, zero” option, cutting off all
military support to both sides.

Mo one expects the end to come easily, A so-
lution will require a election, which has
been delayed since nce. As the Por-
t were out in 1975, the MPLA,
Unita and the now-defunct FNLA had com-
mitted themselves in the Alvor Agreement to
put their claims to power toa vote, But
the acoord broke down in fierce battles that left
the MPLA in control of the capital and the
other movements banished to the countryside.

then underwent ted South Afri-
nh;ai. invasions and Cubum_urwm

Mow the MPLA, is wary of facing an election.
Its ethnic base of support among the Mbundu
people of the north-central region accounts for
about 20 per cent of the population, while
Unita's traditional Ovimbundu constituency
comprises about 35 per cent. And Mr Savimbi
it a poweriul ality, perhaps too much [or
the self-effacing Mr dos Santos to handle in a
straight fight for the presidency. Mr dos Santos
has shown great skill in manoewvring his fac-
tion-ridden party along a reformist path in re-
cent months, however, The Third Congress

mats familiar with the negotations said
the agreement includes the timing of
new elecuons and the details of where
the two sides can station their armed
lorces during a cease-Tire,

The two sides are also said 10 have
agreerd that the cease-lire should be
guaranteed by international observers
and that putside military assistance
would stop once the cease-lire accord
Was 5|

A key stumbling block 1o an agree-
meni was overcome last November
when the Luanda government pledged
to install a multiparty political system
and discard arxism-Lenimism  In
favor of democratic socialism as its of-
ficial ideclogy.

this month put him in his strongest position vel
since he took office I1 vears ags.

The civil war has always bren particularly
brutal, with at least 25,000 civilians mutilated
by Landmines placed by Unita and, to a lesser
extent, by the government army, the FAPLA.
Concern for the country’s 9.5 million people
has been secondary. Only this year have the
United Mations and international aid agencies
heen able tu cross the battle lines (o help hun-
dreds of thousands of war and drought victims.

There has heen no shortage of funds fur the
war effort, however, The US provides Unita
with ahout £30m in military rt each vear.

Bath sides have seen powerful military allies

pull out of the conflict. For Unita, the depar-
ture of the South African Delence Force and
the independence of Mamibia last March have
cut supply routes and left the movement
heavily dependent on the US and neigh-
bouring Zaire. The Cubans, on whom the
MPLA relied to counter the South Africans
and to pul down a coup attempl from within
the party in 1977, will send their last 12,500
troops home in June.
W Unita has denied ment allegations
that it was responsible for a bomb explosion at
Luanda airport on Thursday naght, Reuter re-
parts.

A Unita statement ssued in Lishon yester-
day said the blast might have been the result of
in-fighting within the MPLA.

The explosion caused exensive damage to
the centre of Luanda international airport but
there were no reports of casualties.

The explosion was the second in the Angolan
capital in two weeks; the first was al the
Petrangol refinery.

wisers and an estimated 5500 millson in
annual military awl Washingion has
been backing Mr. Savimbi's group,
known s Unita, with $50 millon in an-
nual coverl assislance. Some 150,00
people have died in the fighting.



ANGOLA & MOZAMBIQUE

fter nearly three decades of

almost continual conflict, hopes
for peace in Mozambique and Angola |
have risen. Major hurdles stand in the
way of final accords, but negotiation
efforts have produced signs of
movement towards a cease-fire in
both countries.

Within a few weeks, Portuguese
intermediaries hope to convene the
sixth round uffullu between l:l'm:Lj
government of Angola and the Unita
rebel movemnent :eafde& by Jonas
Savimbi. The session will be sched-
uled when both parties have agreed

ok T

For haif of all Mozambicans, food could be difficull to find this year,

Peace On the Horizon?

to terms of a settlement.

Last month, in an attempt to break
the logjam in the negotiations, U.5.,
Soviet and Portuguese officials met in
Washington with representatives of
both Angolan parties to draw up a
draft accord. meeting, at the State
Department on December 13, fol-
lowed an unprecedented tete-a-tete
between Savimbi and then-Soviet
Foreign Minister Eduard
Shevarnadze and a separate discus-
sion between ULS. Secretary of State
James Baker and Angolan £n
Minister Pedro de Castro van-Dunem

l‘J:’I?::II!-:lwtﬂug the
Washington meetings,
Savimbi announced
that Unita’s leadershi
- which had ga
in Walsm on —'; had
accepl the entire
draft. The government
negotiators returned
to la to report to
ent José
Eduardo dos Santos,
The accord calls for
legalization of political
activity within a
multiparty system in
J’mgoﬁ international
monitoring of the
cease-fire, an end to all
outside arms shi
ments, free and fair
elections monitored
outside observers al
an understanding ona
firm date for a nation-

al election prior to a cessation in
hoshlitics. These points bridge many
of the differences which have divided
the two sides in months of previous
discussions.

The government in Luanda has not
tssued a formal declaration on the
Washington accord. And, with
distrust remaining high, Unita and
the government have been trading
accusations, each blaming the other
for delay. Following a high-level
meeting at Unita headquarters in
southeastern Angola, a Unita com-
munigqué on January 8 reiterated
support for the Washington accord
and charged the other side with
blocking a settlemnent.

But Luanda saw in the Unita
communiqué what it as
new preconditions for peace. The
document said the ruling MPLA
should “present its proposed law on
political parties at lll:umt round of

tiations” and also asked that the
U5, and the Soviets become direct
participants rather than observers in
the negotiations. The government
rejected both of these sleps as in-
fringements on its sovereignty and
o “forcefully” to
nita maneuvers “designed to gain
time.”

Meanwhile, the intermediaries
have been seeking to find a compro-
mise on the election timetable issue,
which appears to be the main ob-
stacle to a cease-fire agreement. The
government favors a three-year
process while Unita wanis a vote
within 12 months. The formation of a
new national army may also still be a
sticking point, although compromise
language is contained in the Wash-
ington accord.

.5., Soviet and Portuguese offi-
cials have been meeting to forge other
language, which they hope will be

8 AFRICA NEWS January 21, 1991

accepted by both parties.

HOZAMBIQUE WEEDS A MILLION TOMS OF FOOD AID TO AVERT HUNGER
By Ilain Christie

HAPUTO, Mozambigque, Reuter - Hozambique will need more than
a million tons of food aid next year to avert mass starvation,
according te the government and the United NWations.

A report, to be presented to a World Bank mesting in Paris

Monday, said
now.*

"magssiva, direct, emergency assistance is required

Half the country's estimated 1991 population of 16.3 million

faces starvation or serious deprivation, it said.

The report, jointly prepared by the government and the
United Mations, said 354,000 tons of food was required for frees
distribution and a further 687,000 tons was needed for sale in
towns and rural areas.

Hearly two million of those pecple needing food ald are
displaced within the country as a result of Maputo's l5-year-old
bush war against rebals of the right-wing Mozambique National
Resistance Movement (Renamo), who have been fighting to topple

the government.

The rest of those threatened with starvatlon are urban and
rural pecpla with =mcney to spend but little or no food to buy,

the report said.

The Paris meeting will take place amid high hopes for a
negotiated end to the cvil war which has cost thousands of

lives.

The government says It hopes the limited accord will lead
a cease-fire and that Renamo will participate in a multi-party
general alection planned for next year.
But the jeint report on famine says peaca would increase
tood needs aven more.
"1f, and when, a peace accord is reached, and the one

million refugees now living im Malawi,
Zambia and Zimbabwe were to suddenly return,

Tanzania,

South Africa,

Swaziland,
neither

the government nor the international co=munity would be in a
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position to assist them adequately."

Lik the political negotiations,
emergency relicf operations have
suffercd from ups and downs which
hawe left most of Angola’s needicst
E;'oph: without adequate assistance. A

nited Mations food program
launchied late last year with US.
backing has encountered numerous
roadblocks, despite an agreement by
both the government and Undta 1o
allow shipmenits through contested
areas. About 110,000 tons of food aid
are required to mect the needs of 1.8
million civilians, the UN says.

In Mozambique, a new round of
talks between government and the
Renamo rebels are expected this
manth, following last month’s agree-
ment on a partial cease-fire, Under the
December 7.000 Zimbabwean
soldiers, who had been fighting
alongside Mozambique government
forces, have withdrawn to the Beira
and lem corridors — the narrow
strips of along which run the
railways and highways linking land-
locked Zimbabwe with the
Mozambican ports of Beira and
Maputo. The Zimbabwean troops are
allowed to guard the cormidors, ﬁt
their movernents are restricted o
within three kilometers (1.8 miles) of
the edge of the strips, and the Zimbab-
weans are barred offensive
actions Renamo units.

On January 10, an international
commission established to oversee
the partial cease-fire said Renamo
rebels had apparently broken the
pact. Heavy fighting reportedly took
E::: near the Beira corridor when

mo forces sought to take over
En‘ﬁum evacuated last month by the
i bwean

troops.

The membership of the 40-member
monitoring commission includes the
gwrru:mnts of Mozambigue and

mbabwe, Renamo and rune other
nations chosen by the two sides —
four permanent UN Security Council

rs (the U.S.,, USSR, Britain and
France), plus Congo, Italy, Kenya,
Portugal and Zambia.

Following the partial cease-fire
accord, talks between the government
and Renamo resumed in Rome last
month without any reported
progress. Currently, the lalian

Lis seeking o identify and

narrow the differences lh':;gm a
full cease-fire accord. Alrcady, the
government has taken most of the
steps Renamo has been demanding. A
new pluralist constitution was
adopied in November, and the
I',\ar]mmnnl last month approved
cgislation creating a multiparty
electoral system.

Mevertheless, the fighting contine-
ues, putting more and more
Mozambicans at risk of serious
privation. The two million people
uprooted by war within the country
are in most immediate danger, a

| report compiled by UN and govern-

ment exports says. “Massive, direct,

| emergency assistance is necded

now,” accurding to the report, which
was completed last month,
Moure than a million tons of food

| aid will be roquired this year, including

354,000 tons for froe distnbution to the
totally destitute. The remaining 657,000
tons would be placed on sale in towns
and rural arcas, the report says. ]
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Tha fifth round of peace negotiations between Renamo and Frelimo

have temporarily come to a standstill. Sources from the region, as
well as membars of the nine country joint commission of observers, have
attributed the postponement to three fundamental disagreamants batwean
the two dalegations.

According to the December 5, 1990, agreement (the fourth round of
talks), "peace corridors”™ were to be established around the Limpopo and
Beira corridors as of December 18, 1990.

Unsubstantiated accusations from the Renamo delegation have claimed
that the Government of Mozambique has breached the agreament,
stipulating that all (some 10,000) Zimbabwean troops must be stationed
within 1.8 miles on aither sida of the actual transport route within
the corridor.

Secondly, Renamo has rejected the first report submitted by the joint
commission of observers, claiming that this report is biased towards
Frelimoe and the Government of Mozambigque.

Finally, the Renamo delegation disagrees over the definition of “cor-
ridor™ as established in the December 5th talks. The joint commission
detarmined that the corridors included the ports of Biera and Maputo,
as wall as other cities and towns which lie within the 1.8 miles.
Renamo rejects the inclusion of the vital cities of Beira and Maputo
within the corridors of peace.

It is suspected by members of the joint commission that foreign
influence has contributed to Renamo's hesitation to continue the talks
at this time. With the call for a multi-party, free eslection in 1991,
it would seem that Renamo is trying to assure a place for itself in the
transitional power-sharing arrangemant bafore being subjected to a vota
by the Mozambican people.

by Sessy Nyman, Mozambigque Support Network
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The Mozambique Support Network (M5N) is a developing network and
national comlition of organized groups and individuals promoting
greater undertanding betwsen the people of the United States and
Mozambique. Initiated in 1887 by US activiats who have spent years
working Iln Mozambigque. and expanded by others within the
anti-apartheid movement, the MSN conducta educational. sedical and

cultural exchanges. techniecal assistance resourcing and other
humanitarian efforts.

The network consists of a pumber of local chapters throughout the
country and a national office in Chicago. The Chicago offlce houses
a library of literature ond videos on the subjects of Mozambique and
other toplcs concerning Southern Africa. In addition. the national
office produces and distributes a gquarterly newsletter concerning
policies and developments In Mozambique. and concerning world-wide
solidarity wark Anyone interested in receiving our newletter or
catalog of our resources, or In becoming involved with the MSN 13
encouraged to contact the natlonal office.

" FEND MOZAMBIQUE DEEFEAT APARTHEID
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MOZAMBIQUE NEEDS A MILLION TONS OF FOOD AID TO AVERT HUNGER
By Iain Christie

MAPUTO, Mozambique, Reuter - Mozambique will need more than
a million tons of food aid next year to avert mass starvation,
according to the government and the United Nations.

A report, to be presented to a World Bank meeting in Paris
Monday, said "massive, direct, emergency assistance is required
now."

Half the country's estimated 1991 population of 16.3 million
faces starvation or serious deprivation, it said.

The report, jointly prepared by the government and the
United Nations, said 354,000 tons of food was required for free
distribution and a further 687,000 tons was needed for sale in
towns and rural areas.

Nearly two million of those people needing food aid are
displaced within the country as a result of Maputo's 15-year-old
bush war against rebels of the right-wing Mozambique National
Resistance Movement (Renamo), who have been fighting to topple
the government.

The rest of those threatened with starvation are urban and
rural people with money to spend but little or no food to buy,
the report said.

"There has been no real overall improvement in the overall
emergency situation,”™ it said.

"Without increased donor support for both relief and market
food in 1991, food shortages and increased malnutrition can be
expected to occur throughout the country," the report said.

Mozambique, worried about the low response to previous
general appeals for emergency food aid, said it would approach
individual donors for assistance this time.

The estimated food aid needed for the totally destitute will
rise to 354,000 tons in 1991 from 229,000 tons at the last
appeal.

The Paris meeting will take place amid high hopes for a
negotiated end to the cvil war which has cost thousands of
lives.

At talks in Rome a week ago, Renamo agreed to stop attacks
in two transport corridors linking landlocked Zimbabwe with
Mozambique's Indian Ocean ports, in exchange for a commitment
that Zimbabwean troops in Mozambigque would be confined to the
two areas.

The government says it hopes the limited accord will lead t=
a cease-fire and that Renamo will participate in a multi-party
general election planned for next year.

But the joint report on famine says peace would increase
food needs even more.

"If, and when, a peace accord is reached, and the cone
million refugees now living in Malawi, South Africa, Swaziland,
Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe were to suddenly return, neither
the government nor the international community would be in a
position to assist them adequately."

REUTER
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Nationalizing farmland may hurt Zimbabwe

President may order
seizure of fertile land

By Pater Younghusband
Specral bo the Rocky Mounicin News

HARARE, Zimbabwe — Zimba-
bwe's white [armers are a tough
breed of survivors.

They endured international
sanctions against Rhodesia's gov-
ermment, a brutal guerrilla war in
which their [amilies were in the
front line, and then the turbulent
transition from white minority rule
toa black socialist government.

Now they are facing a new
threat that may have them packing
their bags and heading for greener

pastures,

On Dec. 12, Zimbabwe's parlia--
ment enacted the Constitutional
Amendmmﬂiﬂ,thi:hwiﬁmﬁ
the government to nationalize
some whites have been farming for
four generations,

Adter President Robert Mugabe
signs the bill, the government may
seize white farmland and pay com-
ml.]ﬂ.m at the rate it chooses,

egislation expressly
aggrieved landowners mm
pealing to the courts,

?rtﬂ:ﬁll;ﬂu[lnmhdhﬂ

ect a "willing-buyer, will-
wrulhr' clause in the British-
brokered Lancaster House agree-
ment, which guaranteed white
minarity rights for 10 years after
white-ruled Rhodesia became
black-ruled Zimbabwe in 1980,

Now the 10 years are up, and
the government is pol interested
in paying market prices.

The government intends to use
the bill to acquire 12 million acres
of white-owned farmland, most of
it in the fertile maize and tobacco
et S

!tltml ,000 peas-
ant farming famili

owners, the government's action
does not it well with some of its
most promi
Enoch Dumbutshena, Zimba-
bwe's first black chief justice, said
the constitutional “amendment

‘ZIMBABWE: At a glance

Independencs
from Edftain in Apl 1980, As pime
minkster, he forced & marger of the
two main parties in 1387, mmmmmmmm
ks, in effect, & one-party stats.

The economy: Timbabws 5 fich bn coal, chromium, gold, nickel, copper,;
lron, vanadium snd fthiem. Thae nation i self-sufickent in fiood, with
agriculture empiloying 75% of the labor force and sccounting for 40°% of
exporia sl

“Wit-  anti-government p:mnﬂ.'“ Man
pess Maangwende said it is the only [Hﬂﬂmhh'lunuhnrmttb:
way can its fact that a decade after

to reseitle 6 million dence, there still exists a wealthy,
blacks from overcrowded  white elite that owns nearly a third

and ecologically peasant-  gof the country.
mhw_mumum ©  On the face of it, it does seem
tmfair. But it ia the white farmers

Since independence, only I'h B oods: Tinbabine: that
52,000 families have been reset- rarity in black Africa: a nation self-
tled, and then only because outside pufficent in food, with an export-
donors — primarily Britasin — able surplus. :
fmﬂ.ndhndmm * " Since 1980, agricultural produc-

Although the government has tion on whiteowned farms has
purchased 7.5 million acres of; oared from $538 million to $2.2
whiteowned farmiand in the past Dillion, and the total value of agri-
*10 years, less than a third of it is in g:;"rﬂsﬂw_m has increased
the fertile maize and tobacco belt. $269 million to $1.7 billion.

: Conversely, agricultural pro-
Even at market prices, farmers Pk xaed land

.there, protected by the “willing- ductica on has

buyer, willing-seller l:l-lli-ltr m

werea't interested in sellin Troaically, if Mugabe scares off
Asaresult, 4,600 white the white farmers, he will be going

and multinational corporations 3gainst the advice of his two clos-
owm 30 million acres — 35% of mmwm—m

“““!'I parks and game pre- " tbeir land over to communal farm-
ing experiments — with dis-
+ astrous results,

[
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Zimbabwe:
Mugabe loses his shine

Africa Confidennal

2| December 1990

President Robert Mugabe's Zimbabwe African National
LUnion-Patnotic Front (ZANU-PF) is emitting a set of sig-
nals that may be considered confusing. InJuly.itallowedthe
state of emergency to lapse and in September the party’s
Central Commitiee shelved plans to impose a one-party state
{AC Vol 31 No 20). These moves, which might be consid-
ered liberal, have been followed by others which point in the
other direction: amendments to the laws goveming the
Umiversity of Zimbabwe, passed by parliament in October,
changes 10 the Labour Relations Act and. most ominous of
all. the latest constitutional amendment on 12 December.

The first reduces one of Africa’s most respected teaching
institutions o the status of a government high school. The
second outlaws the nght 1o strike in a variety of occupations.
The third allows the government 1o nationalise farm land
with no nght of recourse to the courts for the owners.

Central Commirtee levels. This stimulated other regional
factions 1o oppose the one-party state also.

The emergence of the Ndebele as a force within ZANU
throws into disequilibrium a hierarchy hitherto dominated
by power struggles berween the Zezuru, Karanga and Ma-
nyika sub-groups of the Shona language group thai also
provide distinct regional identities. Vice-President Joshua
Nkomo, the acknowledged political chief of the Ndebele. is
also seen as having forced Mugabe into reviving the land
issue, through a concented populist campaign against white
landowners which left Mugabe no option but to follow suit.

The still-dominam Zezuru faction is deeply concemed
over Nkomo's ascendancy, not because the bloc of ex-
ZAPU men poses a threat on its own - it would be unlikely
1o withstand historical Shona/Ndebele amimosity - but be-
cause of its capacity for joining forces with the aggneved
Karanga. The ‘Karanga-Ndebele alliance’ is a phrase in-
creasingly heard in political circles.

The fourth faction, the Manyikas, is still in disarray after
the suicide of former Politburo number three Maurice
Nyagumbo, as well as the split loyalties 10 Edgar Tekere's
Zimbabwe Unity MovemenL

The structure and dynamics of ZANU's leadership are
not substantially different from what they were at independ-
ence, apart from the new Ndebele sirength and the fact that
the system of regional political patronage is now thoroughly
entrenched. But the country the party rules over is dramati-
cally altered.

This year has been a watershed. [t saw an election in

which, for the first time, many results were seriously sus-
pected of having been rigged and which produced a de facro
one-party parliament, Itisalso the year in which, through the
constitutional amendment, the independence of the judici-
ary was compromised. The civil service is also seen as
having degenerated and of now being incapable of imple-
menting the rare decisions which emanate from the govemn-
ment.
In trying to make ends meet, urban Zimbabweans are
under pressure as never before. even by comparison with the
bad old days of Rhodesia. The township-dweller’s re-
sources, curtailed by inflation that will hit 25 per cent by
year's end. are being dissipated by the influx of relatives
from the overcrowded rural areas whom he is obliged 10
support. Home ownership has become impossible for any-
one below upper middle-income levels and rented accomo-
dation is scarce and overcrowded. Public ransportis woe-
fully inadequate and increasingly expensive.

These two approaches do not necessanly contradict each
other, however. The constitutional amendment and the
clamp-down on the nght to strike suggest that the govern-
menlt does not need a state of emergency toendow itself with
extraordinary powers. As for the one-party state. although
it is intellectually acceptable to most Central Committee
members, it frightens many since it would also offer a
potential means of installing one of ZANU"s nval regional
factions in power o the detnment of the rest. Hence the
opposition of the majority of the ZANU Central Commuitee.

Significantly, it was a regional grouping that put paid to
the one-party suggestion in the ZANU Central Committee.
The presence of politicians from the defunct Ndebele-based
Zimbabwe African People’s Union (ZAPU), who have been
grafted onto ZANU-PF by the unity agreement, provided the
first challenge o the single-party ideal ai Politburo and

In an anempt to address appalling unemployment and
other economic ills. the government has, on paper. initiated
a wide-ranging structural adjustment programme. But de-
spite fervent rhetonc, the process appears sialled. So far.,
almost its only effect has been to relax price controls. [fthe
govemmeni does decide (o implement adjustment seriously
- a5 il musL, to break out of shrinking economic growth rates
- life will become harder still.

In the rural areas, the bedrock of ZANU suppont. lovalty
is being tested by the inability of the Deparniment of Social
Welfare to mount an effective emergency food relief opera-
tion. For the first time in recent history, there are large areas
of hunger. But, unlike many other countries, Zimbabwe also
has a maize stockpile of over a million tonnes.

Criticism of party and government is being expressed
more forcefully than ever before. It is no longer just bar-
room talk but, increasingly. is to be found in the columns of
the avidly read independent press. ZANU has stopped
holding urban rallies. Recent attempts at meetings as part of
a 'grassroots restructuring programme” are, at best, thinly
antended. Protest is often violent, with party officials and
members of parliament being chased away from rallies.
Everything points to an escalation of this year's labour
unrest, with the added concemn that a tradition of violent
confrontation with authority has been established by the
university student body. Wider unrest next yearcould easily
run to the limits of control.

The next parliamentary elections are not due until 1995,
although it is hardly likely that ZANU would allow itself 10
be removed from office by an election. In any case. there is
no obvious alternative to the present dispensation. Mugabe
is perceived as being astute enough to continue. for the
immediate future, to manipulate tensions between nval
regional barons to his benefit. He has cultivated a hierarchy
of mediocre figures who cannot match his stature and are
beholden to him. Similarly, the growth of a credible oppo-
sition outside ZANU has been crushed by the strength of the
party organs and the climate of fear on which they thrive.

It is directly against Mugabe that the public directs s
resentment. He is seen as solely responsible for the coun-
try's predicament. The venom accompanying public cnu-
cism is astonishing, compared to the near-deification of
barely two vears ago. It is only a matter of time before his
party seriously regards him as a liability. The range of shorn-
term political palliatives has all but run out, but Mugabe is
still protected by the divisions within the ZANU hierarchy
and the amorphous nature of public discontent @
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NELSON

They say things are changing in South Africa. But
30 million black people are still denied the right 10
vole because of the color of their skin.

Now President Bush is talking about rewarding

the Pretonia government
by lifting sanctions.

Nelson Mandela says we
should maintain
sanctions until he and all
South Africans have the
right 1o vote.

“ Your vote for sanctions
against South Africa will
keep the pressure on
apartheid and help bring
real change.

CANNOT

VOlEpmY;'t

SIGN YOUR BALLOT TODAY

YOU CAN HELP

SANCTIONS

[ Ivote for maintaining sanctions until there is democracy for
all South Africans.

Signature City State

This ballot will be delivered 10 Congress 1o aid the push for continued sanctions
RETURXN TO: VOTE CAMPAIGN, The Africa Fund, 198 Broadway, NY, NY 10038 {212-962-1210)



Rurow

Three excellent resources on
the so-called "Black on Black"
violence in South Africa are:

"South Africa: Behind the
Violence”, by William Minter.
Published in Christianity and
Crisis, January 7, 1991;

"Apartheid's Hidden Hand---The
Power Behind "Black on Black
Violence™, by Michael Fleahman.
Published by The Africa Fund,
October, 1990; and

the November, 1990, briefing
paper by the Washinston Office
on Africa, entitled "Natal/Ewa-
Zulu, Buthelezi, and the ANC:
¥What's Behind the Violence?"

Contact us for reprints.

Aave you seen the new edition of Ap
W :

The cover is the colors of the African
National Congress flag - geold, green and

black. Tha new cover reflects the central
role playsd by the ANC in the liberation

of South Africa.

Do you know & gym teacher, a math teacher,
& scisnce teachsr, & home sconomics

APARTHEID IS WRONG

APARTHEID IS WRONG:
A Curriculum for Young People.

teachar who is progressive but has been KSecond Edition
unable to find a way to bring the issues

of apartheid and racisa into the classroom?

The new edition of W is Marskser of copies ond

just right for thea! These do not have to

be viewed as “neutral® subjects. Toud i

The curriculum provides hundreds of
activities for parents and teachers of
avery subject area. There is even a aubject
aresa index!

The new sdition is up-to-date.
As long as the pillars of apartheid remain

majority does not have the right to wvote,
until there is a new Constitution in place-
the curriculum can be used. The boock aven
suggests that teachers and students keep a
scrapbock of news clippings so they can

(Each copy: $17.00 + £3.00 for postage and basdling)

Specisl discounts are avalabie
on arders of more than 10 copees,

Mlake chechs or money orders pryable o
Educaiors Aguine Racism snd Aparthrid

monitor the process of change in South
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Africa. Your students can ses history-in- MaME
the-making. They can be part of the effort

to libarate South Africa. ADDRESS
EVERY SCHOOL IN YOUR DISTRICT OR CITY SHOULD

HAVE A COPY OF THE NEW CURRICULUM. Yy
While the curriculum was written for grades STATELIP

1 =123, it can easily be used with adults.

South Africa’s Moment of
Truth

Edgar Lockwood; Foreword by Allan
B. Boesak

B40-180-93, Augsburg Forfress
593

Introduces us o South Africa’s

current situation, lets us hear from

both black and white people of

South Africa, and analyzes the

myths and realities of the complex
T

The LS. Antl-Apartheid Neusletter & pub-
lished by the Peace Education Divksion of

Ediorial offices are localed in the AFSC
Mational Office, 1501 Street, Phila-
deiphia, PA 19102 (215) 24]1-7168.

South A.frfﬂ

Siall
Sol Maria Rivera
Denise Black
Denise Higginbothan

Until Wa Are Froe
John and Patricia De Beer

#40-[81-3, Augrbuwr g Fortrees
1188

Study Guide to South Africa’s
Moment of Truth. Excellent for
retreat use, these nine study se3-
sions deepen our understanding of
the struggle in South Africa, pro-
vide scriptural guidance, and cor-
relate South African’s issues with
north Americans’ experiences.




Recommmended

For your children...or your local library:

"wWhy the Crab Has No Head” and “"How the Guinea Fowl Got Her Spots:

A Swahili Tale of Friendship”, two folk stories by Barbara Knutson.

Writer/illustrator, Barbara Knutson, whose graphics make this

publication more attractive, recently had her work reviewed in the

New York Times Book Review. The Times said:

ARBARA KNUTSON clearly has the gilt of
storytelling. “How the Guinea Fowl Got Her
Spots” s _an endearing retelling of a Swahili
slory, in which Ms. Knutson has woven logeth-
ey the elements of a wonderful friendship and a tradi-

tional “explanation™ flolk tale o create a [ine and

appealing new story.

Ms. Knutson's [llustrations are striking, as much
for their batik-like style as for her adroit use of the
white space that makes both the drawings and the text
jump off the pages. She was born in South Africa, and
her love for the continent, where she spent many years
traveling and teaching, is clearly evident in the rich
detail of her scraichy watercolors.

Publishers Weekly and the Minneapolis Star-Tribune had their own

reviews:

One of the best of this year’s folk
stories s a hometown product
made anywhoro, Minneapolis wi
er and artist Barbara Knutson and
Carolrhoda books, a Minneapolis
publisher, can be of How
the Guinea Fowl Her Spots:
A Swahill Tale of Fri
($12.95, ages 3 to B). The creation
story expiains how one detail in
nature came about, from the gen-
erosity and bravery of one crea-
ture for another. "A long time ago,
when everything had just been
made,”” Nganga the guinea fowl
T
spots. a wara
friends %n?umd r av-
ery day. Repeatedly the little bird
with , who couldn’t
mluvnd the ferocious
. In return, Cow spattered
milk on Nganga's black feathers
with the tassel on her tail. Her
new markings allowed the bird to
lie unseen in grass and shadows.

Knutson's vigorous, suspenseful
story is a masterful axampls of
i craft. Her scratch-
rd illustrations, painted with
watercolor and India ink against
clean white backgrounds, incor-

porate African designs.

WHY THE CRAB HAS NO HEAD
Retold by Barbara Knutson Carol-
rhoda, $9.95 ISEN 0-87614-322-2
One night Nzambi Mpungu, who made
earth and sky, grew too tired to finish
her latest creature, the Crab. “Come
back in the morning,” she promises,
“and I will give you a fine head.” Crab
convinces himself that because his
creation takes two days, he must be a
finer specimen than any of the other
animals. He brags to all the animals,
and by next morning, a crowd has
gathered. (*Vulture showed up in ease
there might be food, and the Lizards
arrived when the sun was warm on the
walls where they liked to bask.”™ But
Crab is shamed and punished for his
pride: he gets no head at all. So today,
he shuttles sideways from embarrass-
ment, snd can only push his eyes out of
his shell. The beautifully written text
is matched with striking black-and-
white illustrations that suggest stark
woodcuts. This African tale is artful,
using ancient elements to portray a
still relevant message: to lie to oneself
will surely lead to dishonesty with oth-
Jera. Ages 4-8. (November) 2
PUBLISHERS WEEKLY / DECEMBER 11, 19T
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Recommended

The Mind of South Africa by Allister Sparks.
Alfred A, Knopf, New York, 1990. $24.95

At the end of January, 1991, South African President, F.W. de Klerk
called for tha dismantling of his country's major apartheid lawas. It
was a profoundly hopeful sign, another step in tha long, bitter march
of the black majority population in South Africa toward reclaiming
dignity and sovereignty in thair own land.

To read Allister Sparks', The Mind of South Africa, is to appreciate
the agony and drama of de Klerk's move---and 1ts inevitability.

A fifth-genaration South African, Sparks has over a period of
four decades observed the South Africa scene as reporter, editor, and
independent scholar. This book is a masterful presentation of the
big picture in South Africa, the interplay of cultural, religious,
economic, and political forces. Yet Sparks never losas sight of the
individual African, Afrikaaner, or English person. His intent is
clear:

"to bridge the gap between the mountain of academic

literature and the mine-dump of popular journalism

on South Africa” (p. XIV).

The mind of South Africa is, finally, two minds, the African and the
Afrikaaner. Giving the lie to any Marxist or Capitalist notion that
economics determines the mind of a people, Sparks sees the successful
English community as being relatively insignificant to the mind---or
soul---of South Africa.

Tha mind of Afrikaanerdom is symbolized by the “"Hedge of Bitter
Almonds™ planted around the first Dutch settlement, a hedge that
ultimately became the massive structure of apartheid by which the
Afrikaaner tried to "have it both ways™, be separated from the rest
of Africa and still remain in Africa. This is the hedge that is now
coming down.

The mind of black South Africa is characterized by the Xhosa proverb:
“"People are people
Through other people.”

Sparks unscrambles day to day events, puts them in perspective, and
finally articulates the vitalities and inevitabilities of history,
"...the pressure of millions of ordinary people, multiplying and
migrating and overrunning the barricades that were erected to pre-
serve the illusion that South Africa was a 'white' country (p. 372).

The new South Africa will be born out of the African soul, out of its
deep, historic commitment to communalism: people are people through
other people. When, after agonizing pangs, the new South Africa is
born, it will become a symbol of "national reconciliation and racial
harmony, of coexistence between black and white, a bridge betwean the
haves of the first world and the have-nots....

Reviewed by Peter L. Kjeseth
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Books recommended in Southern Africa are available through:

Renaissance Books
46 S. Broadway, Denver CO 80203
303/733-0770




South Africa Seems Headed for Multiparty Talks
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e S The Crumbling of Apartheid
WMW;HIHL- South Africa's President, F. W. de Klerk, has racial designation, duly recorded on an Identity
Ler.” proved even bolder than his word. As expected his card Besides white and African, there were seven
President de Klerk endorsed the idea speech to Parliament last Friday called for the further categories for other races or people of
uusm#rlrﬂthm“"”}’mlh repeal of the Group Areas Act, the law imposing  mixed blood. In 1988 there were still 130,000 border-
m:ml m‘:"_"m.“ residentlal segregation. But he went much further line cases, and the Interior s decisions
ference,” Mr. de Kerk sald. Gav- than anybody expected by urging the revocation of  resulted in suicides, broken families and shatiered
ernment |s playing & key role in pro- the Population Registration Act of 1950, careers.,
moting this idea. 50 have others.” When this law disappears, so will the legal When apartheld laws are scrapped, South Af-
Four weeks ago, Nelson Mandels, I framework for apartheid, which Is why white su- rica will have met one of the key conditions for
w"ﬁ_"_*“ MLJ'H"“:_H_ premacists in Parliament stormed from their seals  easing sanctions imposed by Congress. Mr. de Kierk
presi’s as Mr. de Klerk spoke. Americans can help influ-  has already legalized long-banned parties,
ence this struggle by easing U.5. sanctions as ended emergency rule in most of the counr-y,
tions are met, prom ith negotiations with represe:
defined condl but eliminating all ised good fa
nEw rs r. m
penalties only when negotiations for a multira-  tive black leaders and freed Mr. Mandela and
clal democracy are truly under way. il not all political prisoners. By April, if South Al
Voiding racist laws won't undo the inequalities has complied with all essential conditions, Pre
that keep a huge black majority living in segregated  dent Bush might be tempted Lo press for a comph «
townships, nor it give blacks a vote. Nelson lifting of all sanctions.
Mandela's African National Congress and other Mr. Bush would be well advised to resist that
black groups are right to check their applause. Impulse and avall himself of the leeway provided by
. Mevertheless, by pledging to revoke the Population  the sanctions leglslation. There's no reason to aban-
Reglstration Act, and calling for a free and equita- don all sanctions until irreversible progress has
ble economic system, Mr. de Klerk has taken dra- been made toward the new democratic charter that
matic stepa in the right direction. Mr. de Klerk has promised. When that promise is
Under the act, every South African was givena  fullllled, lifting sanctions will be a fitting reward.
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