
TO: AIUSA Groups June 21, 1988 
t R: National Campaign staff RE: The Sharpeville 6 

I n the last monthly mailing, we promised we would send you a special mailing containing 
an action to prevent the execution of the Sharpeville 6. We now give you the attached 
Urgent Action and ask that you get out as many letters as your group can on it. In mid­
August , we will know whether our l etters have led to a commutation of their sentence. 

URGENT ACTION PROGRAM OFFICE • P:o. Box 1270 • N~derland. C080466-1270 • 303-440-0913 • FAX: 303-258-7881 

14 June 1988 
Further Information on UA 340/87 (3 December 1987; 2; December 1987; 9 
February 1988; 15 March 1988; 22 March 1988; 20 Apr i I 1988; 13 May 1988; 3 1 
May 1988 ; and 8 June 1988) - Death Pena lty 

South Afr ica : Mo jalefa Reglneld Sefat sa, aged 33 
Oupa Moses Diniso, aged 31 
Reid Malebo Mokoena , aged 35 
Theresa Ramashamo I e, a99b 27 
Duma Joshua Khumalo, aged 27 
Frcnc l s Don Mokgesi , ~gad 31 
kno"n as the I Sharpev i I le Sj x 1 

On Monday 13 June 1988 Mr Justice W J Human turned do"n t he defense 
la ,,.yers• appl !cation for a reopening of the t r ia I in the case of the 
Sharpeville Six . The defense i~"yers had requested a reopening of t he trial 
on a number of grounds, in particu lar claiming that a key state " i tness in 
the original trial, Joseph Mane te, had given false t estimony . The judge 
said in his rul ing that he had placed no rel lance, in the original t rial , 
on Josoph Mane te• s evidence and that it " ou ld be 'fr i volous and absurd' to 
reopen the case . The defen.se team t hen appl led for leave t o appeal against 
the judge's r uling , but t his application "as a lso t urned down. 

However , the judge granted the defense team i eave to pe t ition the Chief 
Justice, who has t he power to grant t he appea l court leave to re-exam ine 
the defense case in spi t e of t he ruli ng made In court. Mr Justice Human 
granted a stay of · executi on unti I 19 July whl le t hi s lgga l process takes 
p lace. During the same five -week period the six pri soners under sentence 
of death may petition the State President, PW Botha, once again , either 
for a review of their convictions or for me r cy . However , an earlier 
petit ion for mercy by t he s ix was rejected by the St ate President in March 
198~ . If these procedures are not comp leted by 19 July, there can be an 
appl ic~tlon for a further extension of t ime . 

Recommended Action: telexes/telegrams/express letters/ai rma l I letters: 
- appeal Ing to t he State President to exerc i se hi s prerogat ive of mercy and 
to commute t he death sentences imposed on the 'Sharpev i I le Si x ' : 
- supporting appeals by making some of the fo ll owing points: 
- expressing concern that the six have been under sentence of death for 
more than two and a ha l f years , since December 1985, and urging commu tation 
of the sentences for humanitarian reasons, to prevent further suffering to 
the pri soners and t heir families: 
- expressing particular concern t hat although the cases of t he 'Shar pevi ll e 
Six' hav3 been through a long legal process, serious questions continue t o 
be raised about t he ev idence on which they "ere convicted and urging the 
State President to commute t he death sentences in t hese cases , as in any 
other where any e lement of doubt rema ins about the gui It of the accused: 
- express ing concern t hat both the tr i a I and appea I courts have 

Tnf1 Ur9enI Achon 1ppe1J o~inat.ed from Amnesty In1ernetional's research headQua.ners at the International Secretariat io London. United 
Kingoom. "1nnes1y ln1ern111on1I Js an inde~ndent w orJdwlde movement working for the international pro1ecllon ot human rights .. It ... kl the 
reteue ot men end women detaineo anywhere because of Iheir beliefs, coJor. •••· ethnicorlgin. Iangua9e or religious creed. provided they have not 
used nor advocated v1olenee, These are termed prisoners ot consciene-e. It wo,ks tor fair and prompt trials tor 111 political prisoners end works on 
behalf of such e>eople de1a,ne.d wi1hou1 charge o, Inal. 11 oppcses lhe death penally and Iorture or other cruel. inhuman or oegradlng treatment o, 
punishment of alt pnsoners whhoul reservation, 



acknowledged that the six did not contribute causally to the death of the 
victim, tor whose murder they have been found gu i I ty on the bas; s of t he 
legal doctr ine ot 'common purpose': 
- referring to Amnest y Internationa l 's unconditiona l opposition to t he 
death pena l ty in all cases as a cruel and irrevocable punishment. 

Appea I s to: 
-Your Excellency­
President PW Botha 
State President's ::ltflcc 
Pr-i vat9 Bag x213 
Pretoria 0001 
South Afr 1 ca 
<Telegrams: President Bot ha, 
prato~ :a, svuth Atricai 
(Telexes: 3-21695 SA: 3- 21S9, 
3-22158 SAJ 

Copies to: 
Nationa I Association of 

Law Societies 
Metr o and Feder a l Building 
12th Floor 
Vermuculen Street 
Prator ia 002 
South Atr i ca 

-Sa I ut" ti ons-
-Your Excellency-
Mr H J Coe tsee 
Minister of Justice 
Department of Justice 
Private Bag x81 
Pretoria 0001, South Africa 
(Telegrams: Minister Justice, 
Pn,tor ia, South Africa ) 

S.\: (Telexes: 3-20678 SA: 
3-21347 SA: 3-22139 SA 

Sar Counc i I of South Africa 
Advocates Chambers 
Momentum Bui I dings 
East Block 
3433 Pretorius Street 
Pretoria 0002 
South Africa 

- South African Press Association, PO Box 7766', Johannesburg 2000, 
South Africa 

- The Sowetan, PO Box 6663, Johannesburg 2000, South Afr-lea 
- The Star, PO Box ·1014, Johannesburg 2000, South Africa 
- Die Vaderland, PO Box 345, Johannesburg 2000, South Africa 
- The Weekly Mall , PO Box 260425, Excom 2023, South Africa 

Amb'!ISSador Plet G,J. Koornhoff 
Embassy of South Africa 
3051 Massachusetts Ave tl'tl 
Weshington OC 2000g 

Urgent Action participants are encouraged to write to their Congressional 
Represen ta tives to solicit their help with this appeal. You may summarize 
the case in a letter or send a copy of the UA with your own covering 
I etter. 

Pleasa send appeals invnedlately. Please check with the Colorado office 
WEEKDAYS ONLY between 9:00 AM and 6:00 PM Mountain Time If sending 
appeals after July 19 , 1988 . 

r 

• Please take action as soon as you ,eeeive this u,gent Action 
appeal Carefully read the recommended action. 

countries: aerogrammes a,e 39 cents each: airmail postcards 
cost 36 cents to most countries. Mail with colortul s1amps may 
not reach its des11nation. 

Q Telegrams and leners sttould be brief and courteous. Stress thal 
your concem to, human rights Is not 1n any way polllieally 
partisan. 

• Postage costs: alrmaH letters cost 4S cen1s a pag9 f'h oz.} to most 

• The name of Amnesty International may be used. allhough 1euers 
written in a private or professional capacity ate otten more 
elfectlve. 
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