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Ki II ings push S Africa
nearer to anarchy

THE GUARDIAN
Monday October 14 1991

ANCfloats
'plan to share
white assets

De"... ....
In .IotwIon .....

S
OUTH Africa appeared
to be dr1ft1ng towards
chaos yesterday as vio­
lence continued to

make a mockery of the so-alled
peace process, and the trade
union movement announced a
generalstrUte.

Another 13 people were
reported killed in political vio­
lence ovemllht. including four
shot dead at a taxi·rank In the
centre 0( JohannesbW'l. The
k1ll1np brtna the death toll to
at leut 31 since gunmen
sparked the latest flare-up by
attack1nl mourners at the fu­
neral 0( an usaulnated ANC
leader, Sam Ntull, in Thokoza
township near Johannesbura
00 Mooday.

Yesterday's casualties in·
c1uded three people killed and
10 inJured when gunmen at·
tacked passengers on a com·
muter train, police said. Pas·
sengers seized two of the
;.~~ckz.r;, \"!~o ~.~~ ·d~t:l~~

by pollee.
TIle two-day national strtlte

on November 4 and 5 hal been
called In protest at the govern·
ment's Introduction of Value
Added Tax. The unions want
more food items and Mrvlcea
exempted from VAT, which
was Introduced at the end 0(
September to repLace the pn­
era! aalea tax.

The strike call is backed by
the African National Congress,
whose secretary·general , CyrtJ
Ramaphosa. has promised to
create a "nightmare" for Presl·
dent F. W. de K1erk on the
issue. The ANC has seized on
the VAT issue as a focus for
demands that the government
agree to an Interim admlnistra·
tion to lead South Africa Into
the post·apartheld era.

Wh1Ie political violence rages
on In the townships, the efforts
by peace-makers to halt It are
also continuing. Yesterday saw
another peace conference, this
time staged by the Anglican pri·
mate, Archbishop Desmond
Tutu, to try and end a taxi·war
with political overiones which
has been fouaht on the out·
skirts of Cape Town.

"Enough Is enough," the
archbishop told 300 delegates at
the onlHiay lathering. "We are
sick and tired of this mindless
violence. The violence grtppinl
the black townships is a Fran·
kensteln that will not be sat1&­
ned with wreaking havoc only
the~."

The taxi war 15 06tenslbly
belna fouaht between two rival
taxi orpnisatiOI1l squabbllnl
over routes. But behind the
clash of commercial Interests
lies a web 0( Intrigue Involvina
white Onanciers and pollee
racketeerinl. u well u politi·
cal rivalry.

Call1ni for a Judicial inquiry
Into aIIeptlOI1l of pollee In·

volvement in the violence,
Archbishop Tutu said: "We
want to get to the bottom of it
all. We need an efficient, profes·
sional, unbiased police force.
Clearly the perception of many
is that our police force, by and
large, Is none of these things.
There are good policemen, but
the experience of black people
Is thal the police have not been
their friends."
• Zimbabwe's President, Ro~

ert Mugabe, yesterday left open
the possibility that President
De KJerk could be invited to at·
tend next week's Common·
wealth summit In Harare,
Andrew Meldrum in Harare
writes.

Announcing that the ANC
president. Nelson Mandela. had
been invited, Mr Mugabe said
the 45 Commonwealth leaders
could decide also to ask Mr De
K1erk.

Mr Mugabe said he would
like the Commonwealth to en­
courage the South African gov·
ernment to continue moving to
majority rule.

"De tel!!!'k !! !lot to feel Ile is a
culprit We would like to see
him keep making chanses until
South Africa Is Irreversibly on
the road to majority rule. The
Commonwealth hu a role to
help brtna that about," Mr Mu·
gabe said.

The summit, he added. would
also emphasise the need for d~
mocracy In all Commonwealth
countries,

..........enI............
THE ANC has Iel'lt more

tremon throuIh South
Afrlea's whiles with
propoullthat one third

GI their UWU be pooled for
I"Idlstribution amona bJ.cks.

The IdelI was mel with ~
tlktable Indl&natlon from the
white estJIblishment, the Johan.
nesburg Sunday Times de·
nounclne It as Mloony" and the
Iuder of the JDO(\el'llle Dem0­
cratic Part)'. z.ch de Beer,
.arnlng thaI It reprwented s
reversion to communism.

The .cherne.~ on Ger·
many's creation of an equalisa·
tIon fund to try to enc:ourqe
.conomic parity In the wake of
reunification. was just one Idea
bted at a constitutional con·
ferenC1! at the weekend.

Lepl experts from various
parts of the world 'PCnt three
days debating with ANC om·
dais the morality and feaslbil·
Ity of redistributing wealth.

The ImportailC1! of the Iuue
to the overall constitutlonaJ de­
bate .as spell out in a speech
fi'om Nelson Mandela, IUd oul
to the conference. In which he
warned of the need to break oul
GI the "cycle of OVl!r.pr1vilC\le
:..~:! :.!~r-pMt.l!!~~··

Pointing out that the privi·
IeceI of the minority popUlatiOIl
still existed, he uid' MEach
whllp child sUIi ~ts five Um~
as much spenl on his or her
education as a black child does,
1be per caplla expenditure by
the atate on heallh care for the
whites 15 .till four times more
than for bIEks,"

If ever there was a national
lasue "requlrine the wisdom
and experience of all South
Africans as well as the Input of
our friendlabroad" It was ho....
to I1ldress this Imbalance by af·
firmative action.

He added: "Just as there Is no
• sy walk to freedom, 10 t~

is DO aimpie ride '10 lIlQuaJlty. We .
bave to work for It, c:almJy, In·
tll!llilentiy, and In a principled
.ay."

Mr MaDdeIa pointed out to
tbc confCl"CllCC tilat amrmative
8CtIon _ not likely Mto be a
vote \oaer"ln South Africa.

1be ANC leader rctunled to
the theme In a speech to pre·
dominantly Indian business·
men In Durban, telling them:
MWe have no IdeoIocicalattach·
IIleI'lt to natlonallsation, but 11'5
the only ef[ec!ive way to ensure
!bare', an equal dlatrtbution of
walth. We uy to the business
community: 'If you have a bet·
l!!r alternative tell us, and tflt·s
effective. we'll abandon
natlonalisation·."

MY' Mandela also used the oc·
caslon to hit back at recent
att.a<:ks by Prelidenl F. W. de
Klerk on the ANC, saying the
National Party waS the "last to
teach us about democracy".

He repeated the chaf'l!e that
Mr De KJerk counted black life
cheap. "B)' doing virtually
nothing about II, we repnl him
as an accomplice In this
violence."

Meanwhile. poliC1! yesterday
reported another 11 ~ple

killed In political vIolenC1! over
the previous 24 bours. eight
died. Dnd 12 were wounded. ill
!hooting !ocid!!!\1.s in the East
Rand township of Vosloorus.

At Ule KTC squaller camp
near cape Town - where a
peace acconl was screed last
week betwreR politicnl group­
In&S and ri\'al taxi associations
to try to end a Ione·running tax.
war .ith political overtDne!' ­
six people were shot and In·
jured when II minibus came
under automatic IUn fire. The
vehicle was thoucht to have
been mistaken for a taxi. I

Police ahol dead an ANC ac·
tlvlst who. they said, had
opmed fire on a poliC1! patrol in I
Soweto township yesterday. An
ANC omcial uid the victim
was shot In the back.
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John Carlin examines the political imPlications of township violence in South Mrica

Killings make
a nonsense

of democracy

A woman learns that a membu of her ramlly was lUlled wileD pnBlfll attacked a bu lD Sowdo

ment and the economy would be a
black government.

But perhaps Mr Botha is telling
the truth. In which case the
kindest interpretation of the gov­
ernment's behaviour must lead 10
the appalling conclusion thaI the
government has lost control.

South African government push
sn eagerly ahroad for foreign in­
vestment and at the same time
promote something so damaginl
li>that enterprise? The answer to
that, perhaps, is that the govern­
ment believes the most damaging
uutcome of all for foreign invest-

African blacks themselves that, as
nne high-ranking ANC official bil­
terly put it: "Blacks are a bunch of
savages, how can you expect them
to run a country~"

Against this logic, as Pik Botha,
the Foreign Minister, argued last
week: why on earth would the

imagine tbat winning this election
would mean winning power, that
government would equal power.

For as a growing number of .
people within diplomatic circles in
South Africa, within opposition
parliamentary and legal circles
have come to accept, elements.
within the security {orces are, at
the very least, fanning. at worst,
orchestrating, the violence. Such
forces would render any black
government completely ineffec­
tual - assuming of COUI1C they
chole not to overthrow it.

The serious question - increas­
ingly a subject of debate - is how
high up the orders for the killings
go. Most people outside the ANC
do not believe that F W de Klerk
himself is directing the violence.

The ANC logic is that the vio­
lence suits Mr de Klerk's principal
strategic goal, the retention of Na­
tional Party political control be­
yond apartheid. The violence has
disastrously undermined the
ANC's capacity to organise, not
least as it becomes increasingly
high-risk to be identified with the
ANC; and it has undermined the
ANC's image among black people
as the all-ClInquering, all-powerful
redeemer.

Most important, it has success­
fully projected the critical percep­
tion among whiles, the inlerna­
lional community and even South

which well OYer 3,000 blacks have
been kiUed, and not one person
has been convicted is, perhaps,
understandable. What is surpris­
ing is the failure of the South Afri­
can chaltering classes fully to
assimilate that the violence is by
far and away the most important
political issue of the day.

Invigorating though it is to get
into a lather about the ANC's
painfully confused economics,
stimulating as is the debate on the
shape of the post-apartheid con­
stitution, challenging as it is to
range over the possible "mecha­
nisms for the democratic transi­
tion", it will all remain academic
unless the causes of the violence
are discovered and uprooted.
Why~ Very simply, because the

violence makes nonsense of de­
mocracy - the very objective on
which the main political players
say they are set - and ensures
that politics continues to be con­
ducted the way it always been has
during the apartheid years - at
the end of the harre! of a gun.

All one need do is imagine an
all-race election in a year's time
with the sinister killer mafia still
unchecked. Only the most hard­
ened wishful thinker in the gov­
ernment would imagine that the
ANC would fail to emerge a.~ the
majority party. Uut only the most
demented ANC dreamer would

IN A measure of just bow numbed
Soutb African society has become
to the slaughter in the black town­
ships, the liberal Johannesburg
Slar carried a story headlined "Si­
lent gunmen slay 10 in Soweto" in
the bottom half of its front paJe
yesterday.

1be main story concerned the
"shock" amOfli businessmen at a
proposal from the African Na­
tional Congress (ANq {or the in­
troduction of wealth tax. Along­
side that, above "the {old", was a
story about three white teenagen
"killed in pre-dawn car smash".

Down the page, readen learnt
how, at 7pm on Sunday in Soweto,
20 men who, according to the po­
lice, were seen coming out of an
Inkatha-dominated hostel,
opened fire in a crowded pub,
miraculously killing only 10. Those
who cared to read on would have
learnt that in Vosloorus township,
on the other side of Johannes­
burg, gunmen had opened fire on
a family watching te!evi~ion in
their home, killing three.

That brought the total number
o{ recorded killings during the
past week in the black townships
to 60 - five short of the total in
Northern Ireland for the year, as
reported in yesterday's South Af­
rican newspapers.

That a general numbness has
set in during a IS-month period in
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'Pattern emerges
in SA massacres

IF there was ever much doubt
that the massacres which
have become a commonplace

In South Africa lin! planned,
thera can be little lell after the
slaughter of 18· mourners In
Thokoza townst"'Jp east of Jo.
hannesburg on Monday nlaht.

'Thokoza adjoins Katlehong,
the scene of the previous such
IllIISlI8cre, In the second week of
September, when 57 people
were killed. And the similar·
ities between the two incidents
are striking.

In September, at least three
gunmen made a co-coordinated
attack on a crowd of marchers;
just as, on Monday, the kl1lers
ambushed a funeral procession.
This time, according to eyewit·
ness reports, the gunmen, trav­
elling in three unmarked sa·
loon cars and a minibus, made
a co-ordinated attack on an esti­
mated 12,000 mourners march·
Ing between the two townships
after the funeral of a commu­
nity and ANC leader, Sam
Ntuli.

Almost as striking as the sim­
Ilarities between the two mas­
sacres was one distinction: the

I
identity of the victims. Whereas
September's attack was on fol·
lowers of the Zulu leader, ChiefIMangosuthu Buthelezl, this
week's dead were of course sup­
porters of the rival ANC.

If, as seems highly likety, the
two attacks were carried out by
lIM! &!I!l'.e que.-1-er, It pociL'1.ts to 2
Machiavellian ruthlessness
ltartllng even in a South Afri·
can context.

But then the murder of Mr
Ntull himself - asaassinated
last week by the usual unidenti·
fiable gunmen - had all the
hallmarks of extreme cynicism
as well. He had played a pivotal
role In the past year in trying to
bring about a reconciliation be­
tween Inkatha and ANC fac·
tions In the area. TIle day be­
fore he was killed he had
participated In peace talks. His
choice as a target was clearly
motivated by a desire to en­
courage political tensions, as
was yesterday's massacre,

As to the identity of the kill·
ers, it was difficult yesterday to
avoid feeling at least a degree of
sympathy with Nelson
Mandela.

In one of his most outspoken
attacks on the President, the
ANC leader said: "De KJerk has
let loose his hounds agai IlIt the
people." The ANC said the
police had stood by and allowed
the massacre to take place,
without any attempt at appre­
hending the gunmen.

"How could they just drive
away, when there was a police
helicopter overhead and the
road was lined by police
trucks?" demanded the ANC
spokeswoman, Gill Marcus. I

She accused the government
of "dragging its feet" on the im· .
plementatlon of the recently
signed multi-party peace
accord.

"They have not done enough,
not at all, and this is a matter of
extreme urgency now or the
peace accord will be destroyed
before it has even got ofT the I
ground," she said.

The President seemed bliss­
fully unaware of sentiment in ,
the townships, and confident
that the problems the coun.try I
faced were entirely to be
blamed on tile ANC.

Addressing the Cape confer­
ence of his ruling National
Party, and focusing on recent
statements by ANC leaders in
favour of natlonaJisalion, Mr
De Klerk charged that the liber­
ation movement was "In the
clutches of radical and commu­
nist elements" an:! 11:0' friend ,
"of South Africans struggling
to make ends meet".

With reference to its ec0­
nomic policies, he said: "One
might almost call the ANC and
its allies spoilers: through their
words and deeds they are stand·
ing In the way of what the vast
mlijorily of all South Africans
really want."

The President continued:
"Every time Mr Mandela
preaches nationalisatlon. or
hugs a Castro or an Ararat, a
shudder goes through the Inter­
national community and It asks
a simple question: Can the ANC
ever be trusted to play a con­
structive role'"
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l~,capture,"
attacKers

J
AFTER 15 months of terror OIl
JobanneIbWJ'1 t:rainI, in whicb From John CarIiD
rampagina gunmen have tilled in Johannesburg
more thaD 70 commuteB, the vic·
tims finalJy IIlTUck back yesterday, townsb.ipI of Katleboog and
capturing and aeverely beatiog Tokoza. Tokoza was wbcre un·
two aruckus after they bad killed known guomen assassinated a
three and wounded 12 in yet an· Ieadiog local ANC figure teD dayI
cxher rush-bour shooting spree. ~o and where on Monday e\'l>

The two.-ere in bospitallast night nmg more JUI1IDeII gunned down
under police CUItOdy. 12 ANC supporters in aD ambush.

'The pOOce, however, refused aD The names the two men gave
day to rcleue their IWIIC$ or their . bospital staff were Albert Dlamini
wbereaboutl for fear, as apoke&- and Simon Ngomane, hospital
mao Captain Eugene Opperman SO\1J'CC$ said. Mr Ngomanc would
.us. ci jcopardisioa iDve5tip- Dot provide aD addrCSi to hospital
00.. staff, who were not sure that be

Abic:aD National Coogrea offi· bad given them his real name. But
oak laid lul night they suspcctcd Mr Dlamini, wbe s.aid be was 29,
tMf !be CO)'DCI& of the police to was more forthcoming. He said be
reli'II&I detail& was baaed OIl'other lived at KatlebonS single IDea's
COIIlIIdrrwoas. For the ANC be· boItel - an lnkatba strongbo'd
__ that the train kil1.i.Dgs, at - and worted at a particular rae·
twilIdI there br.'e been more than . tory in Jobannesburg which. upoo
2S IIDCt tht"middie oi last year-, . -investigation, Was found to be"
~ beta part of a concerted true, Dlamini is a Zulu Dame.
Ilnfce br dements within the~ According &0 hospital sutf. at
a&nf) 'orca, IODlCtimes Iinkcd to about 9.3Oam a group or men
eM Lana lnUllu party, to spread identifying thcmselves IS lwlba
~ aed cvn1Iaion ill the black 5Upporter5 approacbcd \be ward
~1A!f". through terror.' where the two mea were being

"'eal~rday the police would go treated and complained thaI they
eo f\u'tber t!wIto uy that the at- bad been assaulted by lbe OUIlQ

Id I(d; place between Katle- upon arrival. Violence seemed
~ IDd Wadeville stations at about \0 erupt in the bospital itxlf
about 6 C am - the busiest time when thc police arrived and tool
b 1OW1IItlip commuters. They the two away, providing a police
ClJIlIftrmed that the P895elliCn eICOrt foe an ambu1&.tllx wI1ld1
wbo ~ beina attacked over- took them to aD uoknowu dcstl1ll-
pcIII"UCd and captured the two lion. A1tbougb they were 8Criou~

JWIIDeIl- ' assaulted by the commuters wbo
Throu&h aourcea at NatalJpruit captured them. neither llWI wu

H<Jspttal.. where the two captured in danger. They were wd to be
IDtD were taken yesterday mom- able to walk and talk.
IDIo it _ pouible to piece to- ~ to the mystery over bow ~
Ftber a durer picture of eveots commuters were abte to over­
than tb£ police were wt1lio& to power men with gulU, one clue
provide. Nata.llpruit Hospital is WIS provided by a report that Mr
IODlC eipt rniJC5 from 10haooea- Dlamioi'l rifle - believed to be
bura in the boundary betweeD the an AK-47 - ran out of bullets..

.... '..1.



.----Brits·camp abase for
Peace in Namibia

supposedly signalled the
end of the activltivltles of
the feared SA police unit

Koevoet. but ex-members
{)f the group have been .

discovered operating from
a base in the Northern

TranSVaal..
GAVE DAVIS...-

ins in armoured vehicles, seeIdng out
commurnty activists.

Hartbeesfootein's township manag­
er, PH Opperman, said he knew of
the camp's existence but nothing fur­
ther. Asked who wu in charge. he
gave the telephone number of Brits .
"security police".

Hanbeesfontein residents, who have
opposed government attempts to be
incorporated inlO Bophuthatswana.
DOW fear thai the men could be used 1ll
fo= Ihern to canply.

"We SI>'J'CCt l'ult the Stale '.Il'llnU tll
lUC them as vigilantes," said Solly
Phetoe, general secretary of the Han­
beesfontein Civic Association. "If
Ihey want to incorporate us, they can
use them.
"During night and day they are driv­

ins Hippos through our area. When
ther drink in Ihe shebeena they are
askmg where the civic leaders are,"
PhelOC said. AltemJXS by the canrnu"
nity lo get clarity OIl the camp from Ie>­
cal authorities had been fruitless.

Inside the camp this week. many of
the camp's male residen~ w~ seen
walking around in paramilitary uni-

N
STERY'- Iai' Brill in

. the Northern Transvaal
hollIeS former memberJ of
Koevoet, the notoriOUI
South West African coun­
ter-insurgency unit, who

are allelled lO coUaboraIe with the se-
curity forces in operations against
membm cI the African Natimal Coo­
gress.

TIte Week1)l Mail visited the bue It
MoonIkop this wedc and was lOld by
1KIIIe of the residents - forma' Koe­
Vael lighlen from Owamboland and
Angola"- thai they worked for p0­
lice, received regular monthly salar­
ies. thai their work took them lO far­
fl1lJll caners cI Soulh Africa and thai'
they IIIXIefwent special.training:
The fighlen from Koevliet, a South

AfriclIn Po1ice unit thai achieved IKJU)­

riety for atrocities commined against
Swapo lighten. and civilians during
the war in Namibia, have allegedly
been seen lnIVelling around the local'
lOwnship in Hippos looking for mem­
bers of the ANC-aligned civic ocgani­
sauan.

ANC inlelligmce clearly suspect the
involvement cI former Koevoet mem­
ben in political killings. After the kill­
ing last weekend of civic leader Sam
Ntuli, ANC president Nelson Mande­
la blamed the government for import­
ing "the dealh squads that have been
killing our brolhers in Namibia. They
have brought them here. They are 0p­
erating here".

ANC acti~sts from Hanbeesfootein,
a township near the Koevoet base,
this week alleged Ihey were ihe targets
of a harassment- campaign being car­
ried out by men from the camp lnIVCU-Photo: GUY ADAMS
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Clmp life ... A Hippo nestles between the rows of tents

ex-Koevoet members----.
.-~q; "'JJ1~""""-'~~ 4\Mil!titD!i At the time it _said to be diabInd-forms of green kl1aki trousers, light. ~"')~1"'....'?'~.... - ". ., ' ~"·tH - .••• ~"':I' )·~;~l. cd, Koevoet I'lIIlb were estimated at

coloured shirts, boots and fatigue r.. ,'. - '.. ' .., '. . 'tiir;:~,~ 90 ~ent black. mostly locally re-
caps. , J~ crwted Owambos - many of whom

Members of the base, who live th~ .. ' li were illiterate. They were paid about
with.lheir families, said they were giv- • ':,~ R500 a month _ high by nonhero
en South African passpons - despite -....~ Namibian sumdards.
South African immigration require- {,~ In Man:h last yesJr, 011 the eve of Na-
ments that foreigners need to live in .~. ;.~,,: '~1 mibian elections. deWla of Koevoet's
this counay for five years before ap- .', '1, widespread ·harusmem of SWap<!
plying for citizenship. ~ supporters emerged m the Windhoek

An Owarnban who served wilh the ."" Supreme Coon - becked by clasms
Soulh West African Territorial Force's by ex-Koevoet rnemben t!III the unil
202 Battalion at Rundu. said he ar- ,;:'" '1 was still in effective operaJ<n
rived at the camp earlier this month ill ''1.: ApPfoached fOl' commcm. me SAP
the company of "seven Koevoet". 1'1 Public Relations diviSIon ,n f't<tona
"Ultimately this is a Koevoet camp," said: "The South Afncan PolICe are

he said, "When Koevoet people come planning to infonn the medIa fully
here, they get jobs immediately be- aboul the task of the c>·Kor"<Jel memo
cause they were once with the police. bers presently employed by lhe ~A

They (the police) look after their own . Police. For vanous reasons. U>I\ '01,11
people." not be poSSible In the neu ""0 daYS ..

The firsl contingent of ex-Koevoet .Horne Affain otflCl&ll WCft hasti·
members were brought to the camp in Iy despatched 1ll Moordkop yau:rday
January 1989. The Owarnbo said he to check the passpons and ldentlly
and his companions had come under \' documents of residl:lu of tbe

their own stearn, having learned of the Telling sIgnS .•. The Owambo camp lies on the roed 10 Moordkop neer Rustenburg and Brtts Responding tn qumes rrc:"tlle
camp and its whereabouts by word of . '. ,. Weekly Mail. a Home Alfan repre-
mouth. Another camp member, an Angolan Basson sal(1. "They (2\ operate m any N~ York Trmes Chri~opher Wren sentative said: "'The flnl we lalrw of
On arrival, he was told to report to a who speaks only Portuguese and Afri- areas poStnR u polICe - they can concluded that Koevoet. s men were the existence of this pIaa _ ..hen

South African Defence Force base kaans, said he had crossed inlO Nami- knock on doors and IOO~ for wcap- not bemg discluD'ged--;- instead, umts we got your fax. We n.v~ <ent out
near Brits, but was being allowed to bill in 1981 and had worl<ed for the ons. which the SADF can t do as eas)- were remammg mtaet 'w~tle they are people to do an invesupuon bill WIll
remain at the camp, he said, police ever since. He said his work Iy." taught oth.er ?,Ohce tasks . Wren sasd not be able lo give commem m orne

"We arc all refugces. The people at now took him allover the country- In the wak~ of the Angolanl thIS "training be~an m August 1988. for yoor deadline." .
home hate us because they say we "as far as Kornatipoort", he said. Namibian peace accord. the 3 000- Soon after Nanublan independence, He said then ... ., emblmc da1Je
helped the Soulh Africans fight Former SADF major Nico Basson strong Koevoet was saId to have been the Namibian newspeper reported that in South Africa's clIllenslup aCI
against Swapo. If we stayed Ihere, we said this week the deployment of for- disbanded. At the lime. NamIbIan of-former Koevoct rnemben were bemg which "makes prOVlSIOIl far people
would be killed. It is diflicult for us mer Koevoet and South West African ficials expressed scep"clsm about nown by Safasr from WalVIS Bay to who served under the SADf ., .... :lIOI.

here, but we have no choice." Terrilory Force men formed part of a Foreign Milllslcr P1k Rotha's stale· PhaIaborwa and PaJrnietfOlltem. bia 10 become South Alncan oumu"
He was hoping he would soon be is- concened strategy carried out by the men! that KncvlXt (whICh he said had The Nanubian government demand· and that this had been~ '" the

sued with a passport so that he could special forces of the SADF and the been "surrounded hy a 101 of had ~b· ed and was gtven assurances by the case of mernben of the SADrI) 1
return to Namibia 10 see his wife and SAP. licily") would he di<manLJcd as a mark South African Department of ForeIgn and 32 Battalions who~ brought
children and possibly bring them back "Although they are police orientated, of goodwill. AffaIrS that the men would not be de- back ,"10 South AfT1ca aflef ~tll3n
with him. they are lrained in special forces," A subsequent inv~lIgation by the ployed agam<t NamIbia. independ=.



From Job. Carlm
in Johannesburg'

THE INDEPENDENT

In uncontested evidence before
tbe court, Mokwad said van der
Westlulizen had puncbed ull
kicked him III over bis body; bad
welded I c:baiD around bJI feet;
had welded his left baud to I steel
table; bad poured petrol oftr b.im
and set him aliabt uslq sparks
from the welder; ud bid thea
la....... the~ who took
four IDOIIths to I"CCOftI' from biI
bDnII, acreuaed ill paiL

Mobad aIao toW the COIII1
that .... der Westh~ bad
caJled Oft!' a poUceman wile
Idcbd biJa as, still wtided to the
table. lie writllecl ia paiL TIle
poIjc:emM. who ... not clIarJed.
tha IaMdcd'ed biJa aIHl took
billl to the police statioa nen IN
was Irept for IeftraJ beMan belon
beiDc tabIi t. hoIp'taI.

In Mokwad's trial thII ,,"k biI
lawyer ciW aU 01 the aboft ill
midptioe 01·.se~ ....
broqlla it to tile 1JIIIistnte'. at­
tadoIl dial, ac:cordiIIcIJ, biKt
peop6e """t look ufa~
oa I dedIioa ... 1JDpmo. tile
youth.. TIM lawyw aIM arped
that the tra......x aperimc:e 01

. beInc nearly bunt te deadI bad
claanted tile boTs beIumoar, thM
be woaId not"tto prisM lift.
that thrw prniou c:oavidiou
bad Me. IIlOtivaW by (WNIty
ucI that tIM__rud award ...

receiftd Iu& IIIQ8tIl DIiPt be Go
pected to ratraiD IUs pilferiDc ..
su.eta.
U~ the ...utrate said

be woaId leaft tile euct Ie..... 01
tbe jail sentence to tile priIoa I.­
tJaoridCI. AI poUca olIken led
Mobati oat of the eolII'trooIa ..
taU ilia ftBcerpriatl, 1M broU
dowa ... wept.

'Policemen' in
Inkatlta-shlrts
torfiir~a mei~i.
John Carlin in Tokoza township meets r

avictim of political violence with reason to
be sceptical about F Wde Klerk's reforms

MORE people have been assassi-. said that if I did DOt admit to all
nated since President F W de this I would be made to feel pain."
lOerk unbanned the African Which was exactly what hap­
National CongrC31 and released pencd, according to Me Mabote.
Nelson Mandela than during l/;le "They took me to an old mine
previous 10 yean. . about half an hour's drive away,

Between 1980 and 1990, about eight of them now. It was . late
40 activists were killed by hit morning. They stood around me
squads imide South Africa. N". in a circle and repeated their qua­
oording to the countIy'. Humaa lions. When I denied eYerything
Rights Commission, more than 60 api:n, they tied my banda behind
have been assassinated in the past my back, tripped me and tied my
18 months - seven of them ANC . legs. They got a rubber lyre tube
supporten shot in the back of the aQd wrapped it tightly around my
bead in Natal OIl 22 September, . facc. so I could not breathe. Then

As. today's funeral of the lI10It they p~ brake fluid inside my
recent victim, Sam Nnw. ill anus because that is the only place
Tokoza... the b~ of an you can let out air ifyour nose aII4i

.loh~ JUIJ'st~ Nelsoo _mouth are ~ered. Then they re-
'daDde1a and other. black leadcra • pealed the ~tioDl and" theA·

are~ to point the finpr they D:ied and~,
yet ~ II sinister elemenr.; oyer my'body. T1IiI contiDued for
within the security forces bent OIl about three fJows.- .
blocking black rule. Again, Mr de ¥r Mabote said he q-tatm'
lOerk or one of his ministen may back to the farm where he was
say: yes, OK. but bring us proof. again interrogated' and beaten.

What the ANC might uaefully Hit captorI~ him they would
do is ask Israel Mabote, a local- dump him imide ODe of Tokoza's
youth leader, to give an account of Inkatha-<:ontrolled boatels. that
what happened to him Jut wee). aight -: IOIJlCthina the police' are
This is what he would say:koowD to haw done before and.
"Between 3am and 4am on M~' as Mr Mabote said, ill' effect I
day, 12 cops in camouflage uni- , death sentence.
form - some black, some white By this stage, Mr Mandela and
- came to my_home and arrested other ANC leaden had personally
me. I could see that nyC of them, intervened with the authorities on'
wore Inkatha Freedom Party T- Mr Mlbote'. behalf, and·' at
shirts under their uniforms. They. 2.3Opm on Tuesday he was re­
took me to a farm about six milca leased. '1beir final words were
aw~ and interrogated me. that I would not rest. that they

''They ac:cuscd me of killina wou1d be on my neck all the time."
Sam Ntuli. They accused me of Mr Mabote and other aetiviata
killing, Inkatha people at the mas- : were DOt very impressed to read in
sacre ID Tokoza OIl 8 September. yesterday's newspapers that Mr de
They said that I had an AK-47 and leerk hAd, for the first time, pub­
explosives. They said I was a mem- licly apoIoped for the sina of
ber of MK [the ·ANC's' military apartheid, telling I Japanese JllI':'
wing]. But they had no proof, be- per that be wu "very, very soriy'"
caU!C it "'as all untrue, and so they and "glad that~ bas paued"~

.
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lffoffured:BliClF
-..... ..' 'I' .... ,. .'

boyjailed for
stealing TVset

IN ORDINARY drcumslaac:es,
eVeD la FW de Klerk's brave Dew'

Sou~ Africa, the seatellcln. of •
J.6.year-okl black youth to jail for
steaJinI a television set would
pua relatively un.-dce4. The
re8S01l- why 17JI Sowtu bLuecl
the aews across yesterday's tront
pap was thlt, iD an earlier trial, a
while tumtr foUd to Illft weld.
ed tile~- same youth tlJ • table
and set him all&ht recekelll sus­
peDded sentence and a fine of
5,000 raed (n,9OI).' .

A mqlstrate ia tile .ortherw
1'rannut tuw1r of Loais TridI­
anlt rejecte4 Frank Mobad'~

p•.01 not pdItJ and eoaYicted
hi. _. die buD 01 police en-'
dence that Ilia ftqerpriDtI- la_
Me. foaDd at die sceDe of tile ai-
I ~·ne reteviaiOll let
ItIeIf rec:overed.

The te _tneed Moll-
wad to _ mupedfted perl_ In a
j"'" pdIo.. wlrkb means be
~be bpC bebmd ban until be
'- ZL ~p, .. the Pretoria­
buId I..a,.,.n l'or H..... Ri&hta
(LIla) ......doa sUI ia a
s' ,-*~f' <the IOveBo­
..... Ia IepUy empawoereci
tiIrwIII till DeparWeat 01 COl'­
~ Senicea. releue Mot'!.
wad IJDmediately _ bllJllallitar..
Iaa~
n. LHIt ltatemea&, pooderiD.

.... Mok'ntf. ute .....t be

....... dIiu • telnilioII -.
m d rell OM sboOI make
..., ,.,.....iu~ 01
1M se- PreAte.t tIlat cIiIcrtJII6. .
.......... 011 slda eo.... lI·a
dUaic 01 tilt .......

...... ...-der WesdI the
flII-.lDud pilty _til 01
1M e7 pre' ....-der 01 MoD.
d, ...... rr. after payiJII ~S_ rDlI be I'" acce4i8t .. I

c_tlt.. tMI ... pey~
..... rDlIla dim.,.

Friday 4 October 1991



---=1be Bouw.. iitWSpipd, NrNs­
/utA, is a fronl for the SADP"S twhli..-y lrud Ii­
gence. 1M Wtdly Mail has establUhed.

The pspcr's fonne:r managing editor, Barry
Baxter, told T1te Weelly Mail that NewslinJ
was funded and OODtroiled by military intelli­
gence. lhrwgh the Pretoria-bIIsed commlIilU­
tiODS company, Dixoo-Soule AssociaIes.

According to a former military intelligence
major, Nico Basson, DSA is a government
front company. It handles all press releases
from the Bophuthatswana govemmenL The
SADF refused to COlfinn or deny the repat.

• According to a recent IPS repon from
Kampala. South Africa may also be involved
in support for Ugandan rebel groupI.
A Ugandan militwy offICial is quoced as say­

ing that his country was coocemed that South
Africa was assisting Kenya in arming rebels
seeking to overthrow President Yowen Muse­
veni's govemmenL
The report claims that South Africa's miliiary

interest arises frOiD the fact that since early
1989 Umkhonto weSizwe has had most of its
basel in Uganda. According to repons from
sources close"to British intelligenre. the Ugar!­
dan government has been using MK guerrillas
to fight rebels in the north of the ccuntry.
The SADF has denied any role in training or

arming opponents of the Ugandan govern­
ment, and there appears to be scepUCISiD
aIJlOO8 African specialists about the claiml.

In addition, South Africa's security forces
have maintained close ties with Lesolho, S.....
ziland and Malawi..

gO'lidimeut in oomeaiorJ with poaible viol.­
tims of its air~

He said Soulh Africa bad • MsmalJ liaison
<XIIltinAeDlM in Jambe to r.ctlu..e CUTlIJT\IIUQ­

lions between Soulh Africa and Unita, and
!aid !hal DO miliillry equiJmcd was being su~

plied by South Africa 10 Unita.

IWAD: IPS reportS that South Africa is arm­
ing the government of General Juvenal Ha­
briyJlllmm in its war against the Rwandese Pa­
triotic Front (RPF).
It says staff at Kigali airport have reponed

"unscbeduled" South African plaDes making
regular landings to drop military and medical
supplies to the land-locked central African
state. The RPP is close to the Ugandan gov­
~ while the Rwanda govtrmnem is re­
ported to be IIIPIU1ed militarily by Kenya.
In an interview in the Ugandan newspaper,

The Wedly Topic two months ago, RPF
chairman Colooel Alex Kanyarengwe is quat­

'.' ed u saying that his movemc:nl bad !C!z.ed
Mconsiderable quantities of South African­
lDlMie weapony", incIudin3 missiles, artillery
pieceI IDS ma:hine gum.

Asked 10 comment, the SADP referred the
quaDcn 10 Anmoor. Anmoor said it ..... thw
policy '"neva" to oommmt on the irUmaoonaJ
~ or sales r::I..u.M

•

.. ' .

The SADF has continued
to provided aid to

defence forces and rebel
movements in various

African countries,
flAVIN EVANS reports

The SADF 'reaches
\

()ut' to its neighb

RecaJl~ IIUggest this bas occurred UDder
the dim:tim d the direc:ta geuc:ral d the Ken-'
)'1m Foreign Ministry, Betbuel Kiplapt..
The SADF dcnicI that it 11M been involved in

liaiJing with the Kenyan governmmt over the
issue of IlUJlPOfl for Renamo or that any of iIB
rnembc:n travelled to Kc:oya rec:ently.

~
HE South African Defence Force 11m
recemly bad direct involvemem in the

affairs of Zaire, Angola, Mozambique,
Rwanda, Botswana and Kenya, accord­
ing to indq)mdm! Africa spccialisls and
recent inlmlational JRSS rquts.

Information on several of these COIIDtries bas
been verified by 1M WedJy Mail. Most of the
repoos have been denied by the SADF.
lbis comes at a time when the government

and the African Natiooal Congress are oonsid­
ering a dnIft Cede of Conduct for the SADF
whose provisions include non-aggression
against neighbouring stales and a ban on
SADF membeni being used as mercenaries.
1bese measures are being strong!y proposed
by the ANC but are being resisted by some de­
ments in the security f<rces.

ZAIRE: An intematiooal relations coosultanl
who travelled via zaire to Abidjan recently re­
poned to ThL Weelly Mail that a group of
SADF officers on his flight had disembarked
at Kinshasa airport. And according to Africa
Conj"ukflliaJ sources wSouth African mercen­
aries" have recemly been !lCCD in Zaire.

Military spokesman Commanandant AH
Louw confmned that the SADF bad trained a
Zairean army infantry column in "basic con·
ventional infantry tasks".

Accading to a recent SADF press reJease 1.5
instructors from the SADF's 44 Para:bule Bri­
gade spent six weeks - from May 6 to June:
21 1991 - training the Z8irean IOldien. Prior
to the course, an SADF wak team helped pre­
pare unused living quarters for the company,
and a wlimited quantity of equipment and kit"
was also supplied.
-nus assistance follows the auistmce whieb

was given last year to the Zairean navy • part
of the RSA's attempt to establish and strength­
en diplomatic relatioos with its neighbours".

..-E: Since the Nkcmati AccmI ....
signed in 1984 there have been frequent reo
ports of continuing South Africlm support for
the Mozambican rebel group, Renamo. The
most recent evidcoce that this support 11M OOD­
tinucd came with last mOD1h'sswement by
former SADF special forces operative Felix
Ndimene that be W8S abducted by the SADF in
Mozambique. taken past a R.eoamo camp and
fm:ed to join 5 Rta::e baIallioo in 1982.
N~ who resigned from tbe"SADF sev­

en months ago, said SADF spccial force mem­
bers have bought flU1Il5 in Mozambique to
cootihue providing support for the rebels.
He ilIso said that up to 90 percent d the mem-

IElYl: Four senior South African military berl;'!Df 5 Reece were foreign nationals, many
specialists arrived in Kenya at the end of June d them abducted from Mozambique and other
this year, according to a recent report from African countries after SADF raids.
Kampala by the Lisbon-based news agency And according to CarlilOS J080 Maria, a for-
Inter Press Service. It said the men were blMd mer SADF colleague of Ndimene's, 5 Reece
in E1doret in Western Kenya. were involved in lIlIbooIge anacb on trains in

According to Steve Ellis, of the Leyden- Mozambique, in suppon of R.enamo. The
based African Studies Centre, there have been claims have been denied by the SADF.
several reports recently that Renamo has trans- r~ engaged in a major aDensive apinst the
ferred itS exlenla1 bases to Kenya. Fl1is, a for- a.-IJLA: At least until Aprillhfs year, sbortly saaregic town of Luena, in Moxico prOvince.
mer editor of Africa CotfUknJial, said be re- bdore the ceasefire between Unitaand the An- A member of a conservationle8lJl based in
ceived rc:pons that when Kenya took over the golan government, milit8Ty aircraft from Botwana told The Wully Mail be personally
Renamo training in 1988, South African mill- South Africa were flying over Botswana at monitored Dakow flying every night over his
tary inte1li8ence officers IrBVe1led 10 Kenya. night in what appeared to be a huge airlift of camp in Botwana, in the direction of Jamba,
According to the documents released by~ supplies to Unita. . between March 8 md March 17. He said there

Mozambican government, Kenya bas been m- ThL Weelly Mail obtained detailed infonna-
wived in puviding direct support to Renamo tion from sources in Bolswma wbidl corrobo- ::::~:;:mt: except on Sundays
rebels. 81 least siDce 1988. The papers,~ rated Angolan govermnent claims that South In response to questions from The Weelly
tun:d from a R.enamo base in Sofala puvince AfricA bad violaJed Botwana'i airspace to fly Mail an SADF spokesman said in April they
in Apil, indicate !hal theKen~~ war mattria1 to Angola. At the time Angola were aWwe d. "bumanitmilm flights under1ak-
- with the direct .....,.,.,t d Dlmid was claiming that South African Hercules en by relid orpnisatioos 81 Unita's Ti:qUelt",
Amp Moi, 11M~i~ IDS fin8ncial Cl30 II'aSpClrt planes were droppiDa supplies mJ conflJ'lDCld tbIl the BoIIwma ,c:MmIDeDl

_1lJllPCXt for~ inCD~~tb~ oaleUtwice daI.Iy iDIo_AJJaoIa_~ID_boIIIr:r__U_IlISa_'_~bad=-_beeII in_CCIIIa.ct__~~~_~
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Stonnbrews aroundhungerstriker
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This week South Africa's
ambassador to

Bophuthatswana took food,
drinks and cigarettes to a

hospital patient. A
humanitarian gesture?

Hardly. The patient was a
hunger-striking prisoner in
an "emergency" condition. ,,,

He has vowed to fast until he

B
~::::~:::~ ,

cal Jrisoner Johannes Sime- '
, iaDe reacbed the 40th day oi
his IJun&er strike on Friday. •

His deteriorating health "-
bean lilt1e COIDplIrison 10 the

cmdilion of lhe three right-wing hun­
ger strikers who were recently re­
leased on bail afta' staging a 6()...day
fast.

Simelane (26) fell into a coma last i
Saturday after 33 days of fasting. He
was resusciwed and trlIIlSferred from
Tbusong Hospital 10 Bopbelong. The Jot.-••SheBle...uw.ferred to BopheIong HoIpnII tor "IpecIII mall .... • 1C8",~WALLY IB£U
doctor's diagnosis underlined' the
words, "the above plItient is an emer- would request the Bophuthatswana tiooaJ Congress. lead 10 polarisation and unleash im-
gency". authorities 10 do something about the On Wednesday morning, Simelane mr::DIe anger."

A Dr Kitizo of Thusong Hospital maIltr". insisted that his drip be removed. But The South African Council of
WI'Ole 10 the superimaldmt of Bophe- It is understood Botha contacted the that night he agreed 10 have the drip r&- Churches COIIIIDeIlted that Simelane '5
long Hospital: "I suspect some brain South African ambessada in Mmaba- stored to maintain ibe fluid and elelr cue was further evidence that the re­
damage. Kindly take over for special tho, Dr Willem Kotze, 8Ild the home- D"Olyte ba1ance in his body, 00 Coodi- lease of political pisoners posed a
maintC'.!!8T1N:." land's minister of justice, -Godfrey tiOll it woold not be used 10 administer stumbling bloclt 10 the start a negotia-
When The Wukly MaiIvisited Sime- Mothibi, on Tueiday. glucose or any other substance which tions. "It further buttresses our view

lane early this week, he was weak, Both men promised Botha that the wwJd ccmtilUte feeding. that the international community still
unable 10 wal1t or taIlt and OIl1y smiled "case of political prisoners was being In an open lener he WI'Ole days befcre needs 10 maintain pressure on De
when he was wished well reviewed 8Ild they were going to deal he 1apsed into a coma, Simelane said K.lerk's government towards the goal
He ccmmunicated by writing, noting with SiinelaDe's cue next week", The he was not coovinced that BopImthat- of attaining the end of lIpIltbeid in all

that he felt a ten'iblc pain between his Weelly Mail was told. ' swana President Lucas Mangope was its manifestations," said the Rev
legs as well as general weakness and On 'I'ue$day night Kotze 8Ild MOlhibi serious about releasing political PJ!5- Frank Chikane. .
dizziness. visited Simelane in hospital in an It- onen. He said the release of 19 p1J- Three other Bophuthatswana JIlSOO-
In a note he handed 10 The Weekly tempt 10 persuade him 10 end his flit. ooers in Seplember was a sideshow 10 en resumed their hunger strike on

Ma if and the Mafikeng Anti- He indicated that he wouJd ODly do 10 distrICt the world's attention from Tuesday, Slating they had lost parience
repression Forum (MarcO on Tuf'"- after he was released. their plight. with the structure which the govern­
day, he issued an ominous request 10 ' The next morning, Kotze mumed in WI embarked on the hunger sulke 10 ment was using 10 release them, wOur
his doctors: "When I become \IDC9Il- ," the~y .of two BoIXml.!wswml demand the immediate release of all demand was, release or death.," they
lICious the doctors must not bring me Prisons Department officials. He d - political prisoners in Bopbuthatswa- said in a statement.
blK:k 10 life again unless I'm released fered Simelane food, fruit juice and na. in accordance with agreements They also warned that more prison­
from prison. Even the glucose drip .cigarettes. Simelane refusCd than IIld reached between the ANC and the ers were considering following their
IDIISt be disooDtiDued. I made this will when the ambassador depIrted. he left South African government," he lead if nothing was done to release
d living voluntarily." them at his bedside. WT'01e. them.

Sources in Bophuthatswana said "This initiaIive by lIIII1wsar'or Koue Simelane and another 16.5 prisoners Writing from Bophuthatswana CeIl­
Simelane's condition had caused a is clearly an attempt, in collusioo wilh were cortV1cted of high treason after tral PrisOIl, hlD1ger striker Simoo Kee­
flurry of crisis meetings betwec;1 the the Bophuthatswana authaitiea. to the 1988 attmlpted coup~~. bine said he had decided 10 fas!"until
Bophuthatswana and South African undermine Simelane's determinalioo gape. which was thwarted WIth the m- my last day and this is in everyoce's
governments. and 10 break his hunger strike. 1ba'e tel'Vention of the South African De- mind p-esc:ruly".

A delegatioo of the Pretaia Council is also lhe possibility that this may be fence Fo~. He was sentenced to At Bophelong Hospital, 100II after
of Churches (FCC) also met Minister the StIIrta a crude atte;npt 10 diIl:redit eight yean ux:q:monmem. . they re~barked on a hunger strike
of Foreign Affain Pik Botha at the the hunger strike by starting nunoun ihe ANC and Maref held a picket on Tuesday Johannes Banda and
Unioo Buildings in Pretoria 00 Tues- that Simelane is eating ch0c01alea. in 0UISide the Bophuthatswana coosuIate ' " " . '
day.. line with the allegations thal were It Commissioner street in Johannes- Bushy Molefe said their (xwttmned lID-

The Rev JICIOb MmiDele, wbo led lhe made recently in COIIIIeCtioo witb tbc burJ 011 Tbunday. ~ did not fit in with~ re-
church delegation. IOId Tile Weekly right-wing hunger strike," said a DIe- In a joint paiement, tbe two orgam- caISlrUCtIm a a "Dew South Africa"..
Mail that Botha "wu very ~ti~ ment issued by Mare! and the wesaem IItioos said: "At this stage we cannot "We love life, but we Ire~ ID
about our COIICem and pOOtised be Trmsvaa1 bnmch of the AfriaD N. afford a trqedy of this nature. It Will die," they said.

"Ii-' :."
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HUNGER STRIKERS IN BOPHUTHATSWANA, SOUTH AFRICA

'We love life, but we are prepared to die. '

Political prisoners in Bophuthatswana bantustan in South Africa continue their hunger
strike, demanding they be released. Reports say that 62 men are involved, including
the longest hunger striker, Johannes Simelan, today in his 51st day.

Tension in Bop rises by the day, as the hunger strikers grow weaker and as in the
instance of Johannes Simelane, close to death. The situation was heightened by the
aI"I"€st of members of the Black Sash, the longtime women's action group. They today
pled gullty to conducting an unlawful· gathering and were released after paying a
fine of 400 Rand each.

The hunger strikers bear 'th~ 'trunt o{ strl"fering': The BOp "regime also tc3.rgets tile
activist organization Mafikeng Anti-Repression Forum (HAREr). Attached news items
relate to the a.l:ove issues.

MESSAGES IN CONDD1NATION

Ambassador Harry H. Sch-;rarz
South African Embassy
3051 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, OC 20008

PHONE: (202) 232-4400
FAX: (202) 265-1607

Assistant Secretary for African Affairs
Hernan J. Cohen

Department of State'
Washington, OC 20520

PHONE: (202) 647-4440
FAX: (202) 647-6301

Here, courtesy of AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, are persons in South Africa:

Dear Mini.t.rKr R F Botha
Mini.ter of Foreign Affair.
Department of Foreign Affair.
Private Bag X152
Pretoria 0001, South Africa .
t.legr..S'i', For.i.gtl Mil!i.t.~7 ',It.retoria.
~.1•••• ' 0959 350060 EXTERN rrx SAr..... +27 12 323 166'

a. Afric.

Chief L M Mangope Dear Pr•• id.nt
Pre.ident
Government Office.
Hmabatho
BQphuthat.wana, South Africa

. Tfi,leg rua•·• Pr•• idllot tUngope, Bo~huthat.w.
T.1..... 937 3008 BOP
' •••• 1 +27 1'0 .'2626 South Afri

Mr S G Mothibe Dear Minist.r
Mini.t.r of Ju.tic.
Department of Ju.tic.
Private Bag X2033
Hmabatho 8681
Bophuthat.wana, South Africa
T.1egr.... Ju.tic. Mini.ter, Bophuth.t.w.n.,

~uth Africa

Dr ! H Venter De.r Mini.t.r
Mini.t.r of N.tional Health
D.partment of National H••lth
Private Bag X399
Pr.toria 0001, South Africa
T.I.gr... 1 a ••1th Mini.t.r, Pr.tori., South Afric.
T.I •••• I 321320 SA or 321366 SA
F..... +27 12 323 0093

Dr 0 NCO B Kh.ole De.r Mini.ter
Mini.ter of Health and Social Service.
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Unspecified missile dealings cit~~)n punitive embargo by Washington

US ban deals big blow to
South Africa~n-arms'maker

,.

All leven plead not guUty,
A local leader of Chief Man·

gosuthu Butbelell'a Inkatha
organisation. Jerome Gabela,
told the court yesterday that
the massacre was carried out
after he had asked Capt Mitch·
ell for help In dealing with vio­
lence in the area. He IBid the
captain had • . ''x armed
policemen to atay at his house a
few days before the attack was
carried out.

'JIi

Court fIDe ... Jay Naldoo, bead of the~ of South
Aftlc:aJI Tnde Uaions, was amoq three union leaden ODed
E40G ,.ncdaJ for "kldnapplnc" a pollcemaD who was
IPy1q 011 tbem. TIley drqpd him In front of "portera

day admltted In the P1etermar'­
ltaburl aupreme court that they
had carried out a maaaacre In
which 11 people were ldlJed In
I., but claimed that they did
50 on the direct orden of their
atatlon commander, Captain
Brian MllcheU,

The captain and two other
white officers are facing 11
charles of murder and eleht of
attempted murder. as are the
four black "special constablcs".

Pretoria may have been • r.c­
tor. Beverly BaITllIl, qed 60,
was .entenced earlier Oil,
month to aix months' boule.".·
tention - wearl", a prison 11ft.
kle bracelet - and liven a 1111­
pended lentence after It ~
been found that she lmowinIIY
worked for a South AtHcan
arms amuuler, Reatnald van
Rossum, who Iklpped tbe
country before he could ~
arrested.

There la a luaplcion UIIOIlI
Annscor executives, however.
that the US iii ualng the anna
proliferation lasue to wipe O\lt
competitive arms producers In
amaller countries.

The executive chairman 01
Annscor, Johan van Vuuren,
recently accused the US' and
other permanent members of
the UN Security Council of try­
Ing to C'Stablish an arms cartel.
under the new world order
following the Gulf war. In an
Interview with Jane's Defenc:e
Weekly, Mr Van Vuuren IBid:
"Basically they want to illY
who will buy what fro,n
whom,"

The latest restriction cernes
at a time when Annscor is,
paradoxically, well positioned
to re-entpr the International
arms bazaar, with the 1IJUnI of
trade sanctions aaainst South
Africa, and yet facing economic
ruin.

As a result of experience In
the Angola conflict, South Afri·
ca's weapons are tried and
highly regarded In the indus­
try, But with the end of thaI
conflict and a 40 per cent cut In
orders from the South African
military, the corporation bI.a
had to layoff more than 6.000
employees. 25 per cent of 1111
workfon:e,

Rated the world's 10th 1&rgest
arms manufacturer two years
ago. Armscor is now desper·
ately trylnllto switch to civilian
work; lis rifle division iii malt·
Ing cricket bats.
• Four black policemen ycster·

BOTH the us State De­
partment and Pretoria
are refusing to dlsclll6e
the backcround to an

extraordlnarv alap In the face
for the South African we!lpons
Industry - In the ; jl"ll1 of a two­
year, punitive embargo on Its
main arma manufacturer,
Annscor.

Imposition of the embargo
has lOne laraely unnoticed out·
.Ide South Africa. It was 1m·
posed In the form ofa "determl·
nation" at the end of last month
by the State Department that
Annscor had been "engaged In
missile proliferation activltlC'S'· .

Aa a result. the US Is Impos­
Ing a two-year ban on dealings
with the corporation, which
will remain elJective even If
lftIeral sanctions are lifted,

Under Its terms. licences for
the export of "controlled" Items
to Armacor are to be denied; no
US government contracts may
be entered Into with the corpo­
ration; and no Annscor prod·
ucts may be Imported.

Coming at a lime when the
trend In US·South Africa rela·
tions Is towards the lining of
sanctions, the embargo Is a serl·
ous setback for arms makers
here - who have been hoping
that legitimate foreign markets
would 500n be opened up, Arms
manufacturing Is South Afrl·
ca'a largest export Induatry
after mining and minerals.

US government officials and
Armscor Itself refuse to dis­
close whal particular missile
lilies by South Africa attracted
America's wrath, There is spec·
ulation thaI they could have in·
volved Iraq, or possibly Israel.
Chile. Irall, or Taiwan,

It Is also possible that a
recent case In whleh a secre·
tary was convicted by a US
court of belnll Involved In the
Illegal aale of missile parts 10

DIIw1d onI........"' .
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SA labour leaders.. ,... --:~

"convicted qf kidnap
~~=~~ Fr-JobCaitI,r..
IIIIlMIDC8l .. J"CI~ COD- in JobanDcibura
. of ....... aDd kidDap. -'I Jay Naidoo. acocrallllClelaty of him in the Coutu olIice Cor five­* eoa.,c. of South AfricaIl aDd-a-baif bows. The magistrate,

I
Tnde UDioDa (Coutu), wbich ill .. IIIUDCM'd by the defeDCC'S
allied to -the African N.tDaaI ,CODtcIltioo that the accused bad
QooaraI, Sidney MlIDmadi, Wr boca (IODtinlla'ly pencc:uted in reo

,
Naidoo" deputy, ud MOIIlI May- ceot~ by t.bc IeCUrity police

, cOo, JIlII'DI IOa'CtaJy of abc aDd 10 Ia8d felt pcl'lOllally threat·
l!mctaIwarbra' UDioa, Dee lip to CDIId by CoDIt.bIe Malcb.
~1brce yeua ill jail _n ICDteneeI &JualIy unc:oavincing in the

are dc1Mnd today. They are to maptrate', eyea was til;; tcsti­
..appcal. Wr Naidoo dcYiIcd the' mooy preac1lted on Mr Naidoo's
N&tionaI Peace Acx:ord, intended behalf by • buaineaman, Andre
to atop township murders, and Lamprcdlt Mr Lamprecht, wbo

4pod by PreUdeDt F 'V{ de IOcrk, played a key role inJe~ up the
the ANC, Ncbon Mandell and National Peace Accord, laid the

""01ief Manpa1tbu 8udIe1ezi, the entire project bad been JAr Nai-
&elder of InkatIla, Iaat month. 000', brainchild.

- "0028 August last year, • IIWl The..wt COII¥ictioo, were
pas obIcl'YCd behavin& atrangely bued OIl the judge's findiug that

~
. the Coutu offices in Mr Naidoo bad s1apped ,Mr Ma­

oIwmeaburg and wasdragcd in. leka ODCC aDd that all three men
. by union officiala. He turned had made "common~..

• t to be canyiDg a two-way radio. with other, unnamed individuals
'QJutu inatantly IUIDIJlOOCd a who aIIo~ him iDaide the
-fl"ClII OODfereoce at which they ob- CDsatu building. Mr Malcb, who
1iged the man to make radio coo- was not aeriously injured and did
ltd with police beadquarters. He not go to hospital, told the court

5
10, eliciting a ,tartIed response he bad eJPCrie~ beadacbea for

the officer at the other end a week after lUi ordeal.
The magistrate rejected the de- J~urg's Bwiness Dtly

daim that the union officials DCWIIpIpCr )"CIterday reported
"bad been juatified in removiD& that police bad yet to make any ar-
I Mooae Maleka, a accurity poIice- I'CItI after recent township ~ttack.s

l man, from the Itreet and boM1in& in which IUJIIDCl1 killed 33 people.
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Army and police hit-squads may
separately have hunted Chief

I WI
Civic leader's assassination marks sharper
political targeting by hit-squads
JOHANNESBUIlG/ Three weeks after the inthetoiletoutaidehilparenu>Soweto: DuRBAN/ At leut two hit squads - one
ligning of the peace accord, political home on the morning ofSeptember 20, I police the other army· may have been
assassinations continue unabated: if a bullet hole in the left lide ofhil head I hunting the vocal government critic,
anything the focus is Iharpening on and the gun that apparently fired the Chief Mhlabunzima Maphumulo, ac-
senior opposition officials and attacks Ihot placed neatly alongside a radio on cording to evidence led at this week's
increasingly clearly carried out by pro- hil right. Pietermaritzburg Supreme Court in-
fessionals. The absence of blood on either the quelt into his UlIaIsination.

The past week has seen the ongoing floor or the wanl lugested Itrongly Maphumulo wu a mainltay ofof the
attacks claim their most senior politi- that he was killed ellewhere. pro-Mrican National Congress tradi-
cal victim - Sarn Ntuli, general seere- Many~lIewasl..tleenaliveleav- tional leaden' organisation, Con-
tary of the Civic Associations of the ingafriend'ihouaewherehehadipent I tralesa.
Southern Transvaal (Cast), and likely the evning. A young police constable claimed in a

I head of a soon-to-be launched national His family reported afterwards that I surprise turn that he and a number of
;:iv';c association fedel·..tioll Willi kili,~ Ii ;:011::..., ·,;c1'idA. and a.~ ll.-unarked car , col1p.agues attacked Maphumulo in his
by two bursts of automatic rifle fire were parked outside their home I home and car priortohim being gunned
near his Tokoza home on Sunday morn- throughout that evening. down on February 25.
ing. • In Natal a group of unidentified The surprise witness, Constable

Colleagues link his kining to his in- men wearing camouflage uniforms Lucky James Mntambo, has been vol-
volvement 24 hours earlier, in his ca- killed seven local ANC activists at untarily detained in near-solitary con-
pacity as head ofhis local Tokoza Civic Folweni near Durban on Sunday eve- finement at Westville Prison after he
Association, in talks with local Inkatha ning. They shot all seven in the back of was shot in the len arm last week by
officials on implementation ofthe peace the head -killingthe youngest, 14-year- men he claimed were policemen.
accord in the troubled East Rand town- old Nhlanhla Makhanya, in front ofhis Mntambo specified that he did not
ship-where23 Inkathamemberswere mother - in what the Human Rights want to talk to any member ofthe South
shot dead a week before the accord was Comm ission described 88 ·well- Mrican or KwaZulu police forces.
signed. planned executions·. On the lame eve- Mntambo's statement carne as the

Police initially arrested then re- ning unknown attackers killed four star witness for the Maphumulo fam-
leased 14 civic and ANC activists but ANC supporters in Mgwaveni near ily, military agent, Sipho Madlala,
have since made no arrests. Durban. In the wake ofthe killings, the I risked betng discredited.

According to the New Nation news- National Union of Metalworkers of Madlala claimed he was employed by
paper, Ntuli was on a three-month old So th Afri eN ) h Nt r I a lnilitary unit known as "the killers"
hit list and had been warned by a busi- uked titr ~s~' ~get ~ ) for five years at R750 a month. Victims
ness source a day before his assassina- ~~ un I r::dth~g f": ear y included a University of Zululand 8C8-
tion IS year, repo a woo I organ- demic who has antagonised KwaZulu

Nt )"' . t' h' k'll iaen were being followed regularly by Ch' f M" B h I ANC
fj ed

Ufrl s tahss!Usm~~~nI' - .IS h~ erffs unidentified men. This follows ANC Ie lruster ut e eli, activ-
If om elrcarlU...,r,orcmg Imo f ffi Is ,'I istsandenelniesofanInkathacounCl'I-
h d h complaints that several 0 its 0 leia -

t e roa - as provoked a tough r~- most recently Ipokesperson Gill j! lor, said Madlala.
sponsefro~the~Cand.otherop~sl- Marcus _ were under regular I Last week Madlala promptly cor-
tlOn groupmgs, mcreasmgly dls~llu- lur.veillance.[Owncorrespol'ldent] I rectly identified two out of 14 men in
sloned that the accord has made httle civilian dress as SADF employee Saba-
impact on hit-squad killings, increas- saba and a StaffSergeant Grobler. The
ingly the dominant form of political ! first, said Madlala, was a fellow hit
violence in the PWV urban complex ,--------- • squad member who actually shot Ma-
around Johannesburg, . phumulo, while Grobler was their su-

t=~r:;!i;?:~~~~:!:~~lQ~ I en police;~ have been charged 'h:tf~,~hse~c:~hokePtatwo-page hit

Mandela said it proved the continued with murdering 11 people and attempt· However, lIOI11e of his other claims
existence of hit-squads operating to ing to murder eight others in 1988 at have fallen through in court.
ensure the government negotiated Trust Feed, near the farming town of TheinquesthalbeenlUljourneduntil
with a "weakened ANC". New Hanover. October 21, when one of the policemen

There is, meanwhile, little evidence .\ccording to the charge sheet, the implicated in the killing il expected to
ofchanged police attitudes: senior offi- late head of the Pietermaritzburg riot testify. This is the same security police-
cers continue to demand evidence from unit, Major Deon Terblanche, lent po- man who in 1988 allegedly bought 24

1· h I k h revolvers at a COlt of R19,200 foropposition critics. Ice to ten at a leader Jerome Inkatha members.
And in Soweto a week before Ntuli's Gabela to kill rivals.

killing, police were quick to brand as Terblanche was killed last year b~a The inquest will overlap with the
Trust Feeds mass murder trial due tosuicide the killing of ~_ "car-old local member of his own unit, Roy Ngco ,

ANC youth league official and commu- who was shot dead in mysterious begin on October 15 in the aame build-
nist party activist Papo Manyakalle, circumstances after his arrest. Before ing.
despite glaring inconsistencies in the being shot dead, Ngcobo had said he Maphumulo helped the people of
evidence. Police this week continued to wanted to reveal information about Trust Feeds fight a forced removal to ,
suggest they "do not suspect foul play" Terblanche's political activities. KwaZulu. Their success may have trig- i
in his death. Questions about a political cover-up gered a police becklash - the charge I

Manyakalle's body was found seated are likely to dolninate the trial. sheet alleged that police shot dead
Now further trials alleging hit eight people in December 1988 in the

squads and links between state secu- beliefthat they were "rivals· oflnkatha
rity forces and Inkatha vigilantes are and KwaZulu. . . . I
ex~ted in Natal.

{Own corrupol'ldent]
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