BACK TALK

In the current Zimbabwe debate the media has been crucial.
having our views seen, heard and read can't be over-emphasized.

The importance of

Demand aqunl time. The Fairness Doctrine obliges radioc and TV to give the
public access to alrwaves to present opposing views. We should use this to cur
best advantage.

Conservative access to the print media has over-shadowed the limited coverage
the anti-apartheid movement has received. We can counter this with paper, pen and
facts, and encouragement to prominent people such as church and civil leaders to
speak out on the issues properly and forcefully.

Good editorials, articles, op-ed pieces and letters to the editor deserve
their day in the sun. If you see a good plece write the newspaper or magazine.
Let people know that other folks and publications support the people of Zimbabwe.
Bad editorials must get an immediate response -- there's a good sample on the back.

One of the biggest battles is about to begin on the sanctions issue and we
neaed all the allias we can get to win this one. Effective usea of the media will
play a very important part. While we may not agree with everything the editorial
below says, it's the best we'wve got until W@ begin to generate something better.
We've got to give the opposition some back talk!

Facing Up to Failure in Rhodesia

There is to be an election of sorts in Rhodesia next
month by which the white minority regime hopes to
make itself appear a black regime, thus finding accept-
ance in the West but running things pretty much as be-
fore, This cozy arrangement betweesn Prime Minister
1an Smith and some cooperative black leaders is being
challenged by two separate guerrilla forces. With the
belp of neighboring African states and Soviet-bloc
arms, the guerrillas have undermined the Govern-
ment's control over much of the land and people.

It looks now as if the Smith ‘s cosmetic
transformation will not be prevented by the civil war.
But neither will more bitter warfare be prevented by
the transformation. The long-shot American policy for
avoiding both these developmenis — by negotiation
among all the Rhodesian factions — is therefore close
to failure, If the Carter Administration does not ac-
knowledge this failure in time, Congress may choose
the worst possible response.

Many Americans look with sympathy on Mr.
Smith’'s belated formula for *majority rule.” Put off
by the revolutionary rhetoric and guerrilia terror, they
think the United States should support an arrangement
that appears biracial and constitutional and is ratified
by elections. Impressed by these arguments, Congress
will send observers to report on the faimess of the vote.
If the report is favorable, Congress may demand an
end of United States sanctions against Rhodesia and in-
sist on supporting the new government against the

Butﬂuulnm‘ evidence that this would
contain the violence. The “internal agreement" be-

tween Mr. Smith and his black collaborators reserves
far too much power for the white minority. It was rati-
fied by a referendum in which only the 50,000 white
voters were allowed to participate. Two and a half mil-
lion eligible blacks will be be urged and cajoled to vote
in next month’s election but that will
hardly make it a test of thelr support for the new struc-
ture. The guerrilla leaders, Joshua Nkomo and Robert
Mugabe, reject the new constitution and are running no
candidates. The nai ““front line" black states
support the guerrillas mainly because they see no hope
for stability until the regime formed by Mr. Smith is ei-
ther displaced or forced to yield real power to blacks,

The American bid for compromise was noble s0
lmgmthmrmmammﬂighmchmdm
off civil war. There is little hope for
andtheadnﬂnlgmtinnshmﬂdldmltlhnuitwdm
the unappealing choices thet remain.

Backing Mr. Smith's scheme would be a serious
mistnke. That would only undo the credit the United
States has thus far earmned in Black Africa without re-
solving amything. It would tie the United States to an
ally that offers neither majority rule nor the prospect
of peace. Backing the guerrillas is inconceivable as
long as they refuse to assure a fair division of power
and to protect white minority rights. Yet standing
aside could permit the Soviet Union and its Cuban
allies togain the benefits of yet another successful Afri-
can insurgency.

While Rhodesla reaps the violence that is Mr.
Smith's true legacy, the United States can only wait for
a new opportunity to bring it fairly to an end. That op-
portunity will not arise if Mr. Smith is led to believe
that the West will ride to the rescue.
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Rhodesian ‘whitetash’
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