THE WASHINGTON OFFICE ON AFRICA

110 MARYLAND AVENUE, N.E.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002
PHONE (202) 546-7961
FAX (202) 546-1545

May 28, 1993

Dear Friends,

As you have undoubtedly heard by now, on May 19 President Clinton announced the
long-delayed U.S. decision to recognize the Republic of Angola while meeting with
Archbishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa at the White House.

Clinton’s decision came in response to a rising chorus of voices, including many of yours,
calling for a definitive end to the hostility which had plagued U.S. relations with Angola
since independence in 1975. Moreover, this decision was a recognition that the strategy of
appeasement of UNITA was only resulting in delaying tactics at negotiations in Abidjan,
where UNITA refused to sign a new cease-fire agreement endorsed by the UN, the U.S.,
Portugal, Russia, and the Angolan government. U.S. recognition clears the way for a new
start, and for practical U.S. involvement in addressing the humanitarian, reconstruction and
development needs in Angola.

But the war continues. Over 1.9 million people are at immediate risk of famine. UNITA
has several times fired on UN relief planes, causing the World Food Program to suspend
flights to the interior of Angola. The United Nations is seeking some $226 million in donor
support for Angola at a conference in Geneva next week.

For your information I enclose excerpts from a FAO/WFP report that was prepared on the
food situation in particular, as well as two press clippings on the current situation that you
may not yet have seen. Peace talks are currently suspended; and most observers think Unita
will return only when its military prospects are impaired, either by battlefield defeats or by a
serious squeeze on its capacity to receive fuel and other supplies via Zaire and South Africa.

(continued on next page)
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