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"While the basic structure of apartheid remains intact, there 
was some improvement in practice on some human rights fr.mts 
through non-enforcement of some exist.ing racial laws." 

Dear friends: 

On December 10, 1981, Assistant Secretary of state Chester Crocker made this 
statement in testimony before the House Africa Subcommittee. His testimony was 
designed to justify the administration's policy of II construc:tive engagement II 
which has .led ·to a growing alliance between Washington and Pretoria. 

Crocker's assessment of the human rights situation in South Africa is con­
tradicted by the facts, however. The day before Crocker's testimony, Thozamile 
Gqweta, the president of the militant South Africa Allied Workers Union (SAAWU), 
was detained. His detention dame after his mother and uncle had been burned to 
death in a suspirious fire in their home on November 1st. 'During ~heir funeral 
march on November 8th, the police opened fire i on the mourners killing Gqweta "s 
longtime girlfriend. 

In addition, there have been massive arrests, detentions, and bannings over 
the last six months. During Nov~er and December, the apartheid authorities 
launched a new crackdown on trade-unionists, student leaders, and journalists. 
The killing also continues. On November 20, Griffith Mxenge, a lawyer who gefended 
political prisoners and who counselled Gqweta and his union, SAAWU, was found 
murdered and his body mutilated. Shortly after his murder, two colleagues in 
Mxenge's law firm were detained. 

These incidents are just a few of the many that have occurred recently, 
demonstrating that the human rights situation in South Africa is not imprQving, 
but worsening. Similarily, on the international front, South Africa still main­
tains illegal control over Namibia and continues to stall on the settlement plan. 
Pretoria launched another devastating raid into Angola during November, further 
disrupting that beseiged country and killing SWAPO menil:>~rs •. These developments 
discredit Crocker's above statement and stand as a fundamental refutation to.his 
claim that "constructive engagement" is working. Today marks the first anniver­
sary of the Reagan Administration and its Southern Africa policy; ~he only thing 
it has achieved is to encourage South African aggression'bo,!-h internally and 
externally. 

The administration's response to events in South Africa has been to move 
even closer to the racist regime. Most recently, the administration has permitted 
the sale of highly technical computers to South Africa, including one to the 
Atlas Aircraft Corporation, a subsidiary of ARMSCOR, the South African armaments 
parastatal corporation. The export controls which presently prohibit non-mili­
tary sales to the South African military and police are under review and it :.is ex­
pected that they will be substantially loosened when the decision is made some­
time in February. Furthermore, Herman Nickel, a strong advocate of U.S. corporate 
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in·:.::.~ :""'"ent in South Africa has now been nomina·ted as U. S. ambassador to South Afrida. 

Despite all this however, r write you in hope. J\ year ago, the situation looked 
(Nen worse. Many of us felt a sense of fear, foreboding, and uncertainty. The taSks 
d;lead seemed more di.fficult and more overwhelming. But over t.he past year, the -tic..., 
'cories of the Washi.ng·ton Office on Africa have been even more i.mpressive because 
of the tremendous difficulties we have encountex'ed -- and overcome. "While not stop­
.-:l.ng the growing U. S. -South Africa alliance, we have indeed slowed it down. 

,.. . - , ... -- .. '" \ 

** We waged a very successful campaign to prev(;;nt the repeal of the Clark 
Amendmen't, prohibiting U.S. military aid to factions in An:gola. 

h,W", lobbied successfully to have the funding restored for the U.N. South 
Afr.ica :rr.ls'.: Fund which provides legal aid and hu.'1'!i3.ni tarian relief to 

of rlouth Africa I s aparthedd policy. 

** We were an important part of the coalition whic;h forced the withdrawal 
of Ern.est Lefever's nomination as Assistant Secretary of State for 
Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs. 

** i~Je we:re active participants in the coalition that prevented the South 
Afd .. can rug-by team, the Springboks, from playing in all but one municipal 
f'El.c).:I.it.y during their U. S. tour" 

enclosed l~pdate pro'ITides a summary of some of these victories. 

But the rnos't important task we accomplished during this first year of "con­
:;trllctive engagement" was to demonstrate that something could be done -- that raising 
'1::.!9 visibili tyof issues, political mobilization, arid political actionall.;OQul!d 
,'Jroduce success. That is why these victories are yours as well. Without the political. 
,nd financial support you gave us in 1981, we would not have gotten the restllts we 
lid. With your continui:n9: .support,' w.e can start 1982 full of copfidence and vitality 
for the tasks ahead. 

We plan to continue to closely monitor developments in the administration and 
.;ongress concerning Southern Africa. Weare also planning to launch a campaign 
aimed at stopping U. S. -South African nuclear collaboration and ·to produce a special 
('?!source on this issue. Furl::her, we are intensifying our campaign to have state 
and local legislators introduce legislation calling for the withdrawal of public 
J,~;)nies from corporations investing in South Africa. 

, 

With the apartheid regime increasing its internal oppression and its external 
.ggression, the Washington Office on Africa needs 'your continuing political 'and 
financial support now more than ev~r. A recent rise in third-class postage makes your 
.,';upport even more criticcd. Without it, we will be unable to afford to send .out 
a.ddit~onal mailings. These are difficult times, we know, but we ask you to give as 
generously as possible. If you give $25 or more, we will send you one of two ex­
cellent new books on South Africa: 1) Profile of Women, a new book on women struggling 
':'!gainst apartheid; or 2) Remember Soweto: Conversations with Freedom Fighters. 

Please send in your contribution today. We wish you a healthy, happy New 
Y·f:2ar and thank you for your support. 

~
. ours in the sr.~ ~ggle 'Il II 
~Al1.~ 

Jean Sindab 
Executive Director . 
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