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Allan Knight Chalmers Dear Friend:

Max Delson
Peter De Vries

tinrry Emersdn Postics We have just sent the following telegram to President Johnson,
coion 5 Condie:  Secretary of State Rusk, and Ambassador Stevenson:

Henry W. Hobson
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Arthur N. Holcombe

Hubert 1}, Humphrey "We deplore unilateral decision to send US Army
A aarme M, Lusde: and Air Force personnel to Congo. This commits US to
Eugene J; McCaminy involvement in African struggle in new dimension, If
Aok & Mackay US troops are fired upon defending transport planes,
Alexander Meiklelonn they inevitably are involved in shooting war., We
R arme Morse cannot afford new Vietnam in Africa. This action
ReE.D. Patierson designed to increase already great suspicions of US
“'%;d”lc;%zijg' | intentions in Africa, especially by African states.
 Melvin Price Tsh?mbe can only win su;?port for gis government among
Jackie Robinson African states by creating a new image of freedom from
J}}gf;?lyﬁ: outside control and devotion to st:mggﬁile for i?de—
George W, Shepherd pendence in Southern Africa. US should Eﬁe%s or
Edward . Spariing solution to Congo crisis within OAU and UN,
William E. Stevenson
e R Stout I have just returned from six weeks in Africa, including

Frank Thompeon - several days in the Congo. In my consultation with African leaders
envantoe,  outside the Congo, including such respected men as Kenneth Kaunda,
| WeweswWarine ppime Minister of Northern Rhodesia, I found real dismay because of the
FXECUTIVE BOARD  eyents bringing Tshombe into power in the Congo. Nothing could be

James Baldwin

Robert S. Browne designed more to damage American prestige and intentions in Africa

Elsie Carrington

Elmer Carter than the course which our government is folloving of sending even a

Mark Cohen

Winifred Courtney small military comtingent to try to bolster Tshombe's regime.
James Farmer
Joseph Jablow
Forrest Johnson

Clarence B. Jones As our telegram says, Tshombe must create a new image of
avi ones

gSeorge Lawrence himself among African leaders if he is to win their support. He must
*"John V. Murra make clear that he is not the tool of outside interests. He must

Andrew E. Norman

victor 6. Reuther  unmistakably take a stand for freedom in South Africa and the

Cleveland Robinson

James H. Robinson Portuguese territories.
Bayard Rustin
William X. Scheinman

FRBFIEK o O o g The role for the US at this time is to urge the Organization
Hus“faﬁ(.ms;iaﬁ: of African Unity to do what it can to keep the cold war protagonists
execumive omeeren  from calling the tune in the Congo. There are many factors that could
George M. Houser lead to a2 new Vietnam in Africa.
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR

dumss K. Robbssan I hope you will give this urgent consideration and send a
O Vet message to the President urging that military personnel be withdrawn.

STAFF ASSOCIATES
Catharine Raymond
Emma Thomas Sincerely yours,

GENERAL COUNSEL /// \—h4
Robert Delson ’LM ;
< LL‘}; Y
WEST COAST \gorg St Q/\/_

Mrs. Mary-Louise Hooper . Houser

3o 384



